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CHAP. XXVII. 
LEWIS XI. CHARLES vn. 
EWIS XI came to the throne in 1661. His tem- 
ex was very different from that of his father; for 
He was Tevere, ſuſpicious, a diſſembler, and an enemy 
to all thoſe whom riches or power rendered indepen- 
dent of him. He had a great deal of fineſſe, nice diſ- 
cernment, and deep penetration; being particularly re- 
markable for his addreſs, in taking adyantage of times 
and circumſtances; but he was not a Ae obſerver 
of his promiſes. 
Tubus it muſt be expected that un government would 
be hard, whimſical and deſpotic. In effect, he laid the 
foundation of that abſolute power, which moſt of his 
ſucceſſors have, like him, abuſed. He began by affecting 
a conduct wholly oppoſite to that of Charles VII. His. 
firſt ſtep was the abolition of the Pragmatic - ſanction, 


Aud. chg difmiſſion. of all the; miniſters who-would not 


come into his meaſures, 
Many of the principal nobles, foreſceing the. con- 
ſequence of his tyranny, leagued themſelves againſt 
him, to ſtop its courſe, and, as they ſaid, to preſerve 
to the nation its privileges. They were bold enough 
to .qualify this. meaſure by the impoſing name of a 
league for the public good; when, in fact, there was 
no other object but to render a few great lords more 
powerful and more inſolent. = 
The gukes of Burgundy and Britanny were at 
the head of this league; and they drew after them the 
duke of Berry, brother to the king. A bloody battle ; 
Was N near N in 1465, but victory re- 


- 
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' OUIS XI monta 105 le trone en 1461. 8 
ractère Etoit très- diffẽrent de celui de ſon pere: 


car il étoit ſévère, ſoupgenneux, diſſimulé et ennemi 


de tous ceux que leurs richeſſes ou leur pouvoir ren- 


doient independans de lui. II avoit beaucoup de 


finefle, de diſcernement et de penetration, et il ẽtoit 


ſurtout remarquable par ſon adreſſe à tirer parti des 


temps et des circonſtances; mais 1} cen mn | 


obſervateur de ſes promeſſees. 
On devoit done s'attendre à un gouvernement dur, 


bizarre et deſpotique En effet il poſa les fondemens 


de ce pouvoir abſolu dont la plupart de ſes ſueceſſeurs 
ont abuſé comme lui. II commenca par affecter une 
conduite toute oppoſce à celle de Charles VII. $a 
premiere dé marche fut d'abolir la Pragmatique· ſane- 


, 


* 


tion, et de congedier tous ſes: ord I n'entroient 


point dans ſes vues. 


' Plufieurs des principaux an, fangs les 


ſuites de ſes vexations, fe liguerent contre lui, pour 


ervarreter le cours, et ſoi-diſant pour conſerver a la 


nation ſes privileges. On oſa qualifier cette ligue du 


nom impoſant de ligue du bien public, quoique, au 


fond, il ne s'y agit d' autre choſe. que de rendfe 885 


ques grands ſeigneurs plus puiſſans et plus inſolens. 
Les ducs de Bourgogne et de Bretagne Etojent a la 


tete de cette ligve, et ils y entrainèrent le due de 


Berri, frere du roi. Il ſe donna pies de Montlheri, | 


en e une bataille ſanglante, mais la victoire 


* 


; 2 * 


n by the d. 
menced hoſtilities againſt Lewis, his irreconcilable. 


* 


mained undecided, Lewis, to diſſolve the league, pro- 


miſed all they wiſhed, feſerving to himſelf to adhere 
only to what he pleaſed, He ceded Normandy to his bro- 
ther, but ſoon found means to take it from him again. 
Charles the Raſh, having become duke of Burgundy 
h of his father, Philip the Good, recom- 


enemy. The king repoſed a blind confidence in the 
Cardinal de la Balue, biſhop of Evreux,—a wretch of 


the meaneſt birth, who by flattery and infinuation rofe, | 


from the condition ofa valet; and had purchaſed the Ro- 
man purple by cauſing the Pragmatic · ſanction to be abo- 
liſhed ;—a prelate without virtue, and without morals, 


who only wanted hypocriſy to have been ftained with 


every vice. But can a vicious king hope to have virtuous 


miniſters? Lewis, whoſe policy was to employ men of 


low. birth, whom he could annihilate with a word, 


ſoon experienced how dangerous it is to place con- 
fidence in vile ſouls, who dealing in craft, and loſt to 
honour, flatter only to deceive. La Balue maintained 
a correſpondence with the duke of Burgundy, and be- 


trayed his maſter, whoſe favour he intirely poſſeſſed. At 
firſt, under pretence of 2 conference, he perſuaded the 


king to go to Peronne; Lewis went thither, and the 
duke kept rim priſoner till he had made him ſign an 
advantageous treaty. Afterwards, as the king pra- 


jected an accommodation with his brother, La Balue 


laboured to thwart his meaſures, He was united, to; 


the biſhop of Verdun, by a conformity of character a 


initeteſt gone of their letters being intercepted, dif- 


covered the: treaſon,; Lewis XI had them arreſted; 
and as their proſecution could not be carried on gc- 
cording to the Jay's of, the kingdom, on aceouptof the 

oppoſition 7” 
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Cray. XXVI. L 0 2 1 5 + 82; „ 
reſta ind&ciſe. Louis, pour diſſiper 5 ligue, promit 
tout ce qu'on voulut, ſe reſeryant de ne tenir que ee 
qu'il voudroit. 7 la Normandie a ſon frere, et peu 
de temps apes il trouva moyen de la lui reprendre. | 
Charles le Temeraire, devenu due de Bourgogne 
parla mort de ſon pe re Philippe le Bon, recommenga 
les hoſtilités ee Las, ſon. ennemi arreconci- / 
liable. Le roi avoit une confiance aveugle dans le 


Cardinal de la Balue, évèque d'Evreux,—ſcelerat ne 9 


. dans la fange, qui de la condition de valet g'8toit Eleve \ 
A force de ſoupleſſe, et ayoit achetẽ la pourpre Romaine 
en faiſant abolir la Pragmatique ;—prelat. ſans vertu et 
fans mceurs, à qui il ne manquoit que Ihypoecriſſe 
pour avoir tous les vices. Mais un roi qui n'eſt pas 
vertueux peut- il eſpẽ rer d'avoir · des miniſtres qui le 
ſoient? Louis dont la politique toit d'employer des 
hommes de baſſe naiſſance qu'il pouvoit anẽantir d'un 
mot, Eprouva. bientõt qu'il eſt dangereux ds donner 
ſa conſiance à des ames viles, qui wont que de Pin- 
trigue ſans honneur, et qui ne flattent que pour trom- 
per. La Balue avoit des intelligences avec le due de 
Bourgogne, et trahiſſoĩt ſon maitre dont il poſſedoit 
toute la faveur. D'abord, ſous pretexte d4'une-confe- 
rence, il perſuada au roi d'aller à Péronne: Louis y 
fut, et le due l'y retint priſonnier, juſqu'à ce qu'il lui 
eüt fait ſigner un-traits avantageux. Enſuite, comme 
le roi projetoit un accommodement avec ſon. frere,. La 
hHalue travailla a rompre ſes meſures. Ill &toit uni a 
 Veveque de Verdun, par la conformité de caraQere et 
d'intérsts: une de leurs lettres interceptse découvrit 
leur trahiſon. Louis XI les fit axxẽ ter; et leur procès 
= pouvant ſe pourſuivre ſelon les lois du royaume, 


Jy de avs qu'y mettoit le Pape, i tes - 
$7 BB. * 8 


LEWIS xI. cn XXVI. 
oppoſition als by the pope, he cauſed them to be 


mut up in iron cages, which the barbarity of theſe 


monſters had juſt invented. A few Years after, a legate 


of the pope, alarming the conſcience of Lewis, ob- 


tained that La Balue ſhould be ſet at liberty, on pro- 

miſing that he ſhould be puniſhed at Rome; where, 
jůnſtead of puniſhment, the greateſt honours were con- 

"ferred on a man who had ſacrificed the intereſts of his 
native country to the views of that court. 


Tbe duke of Berry at laſt accepted Guyenne as an 
appanage, inſtead of Champagne and Brie, which the 
duke-of Burgundy wiſhed him to have. Nevertheleſs, 
the two brothers ſtill conteſted ſeveral articles; but the 


death of the new duke of Guyenne put an end to the 
difference. He was poiſoned by a Benedictine Monk, 
his almoner. It was but little doubted in Europe, 


whether Lewis had not committed this crime; for when 


Dauphm, he was near being a parricide. 
The duke of Burgundy only became more kurs. 
He again took up arms, but was unſucceſsful at the 


ſiege of Beauvais, where the women fought upon the 
ramparts with heroic courage. This prince, who could 


not live in peace, in order to revenge himſelf, made 
war upon the Swiſs, with whom Lewis XI had juſt 


contracted an alliance. He loſt two battles againſt tbis 


warlike nation, who were ambitious only to live on 
good terms with their neighbours, and at laſt pe- 
riſhed under the walls of Nancy, after having inceſ- 
ſantly tormented himſelf to no other end but to be a 
ſcourge to the world. Such was at that time the Gmpli- 


; 7 city of the Swiſs, that after the defeat of the duke of 
Burgundy, his filver plate was fold as pewter, and his 


- fineſt diamond, valued at near 100, oool. ſterling, paſſed 


from hand to hand for a ſingle florin. Charles 
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| cu NXVL, LOUIS Xl. e 
fit enfermer dans des cages de fer que la bebe de 
oes monſtres venoit d'inventer. Quelques anneEcs apres, 
un legat du pape, prenant Louis par la Anſeinnce, 
obtint l elargiſtement de La Balue, ſous promeſſe qu'on 
le puniroit à Rome. Au lieu de punition, il y regut 
les plus grauds honneurs, parce qu'il avoit Seti * 

inte rets de ſa patrie aux deſirs de cette court. 
Le duc de Berry s' accommoda enfin de la . 
pour appanage, au lieu de la Champagne et de la Brie 
que le duc de Bourgogne vouloit lui faire donner. 
Neanmoins, les deux freres conteſtoient encore ſur 
pluſieurs articles, mais la mort du nouveau duc de 

Guienne termina le different. Il fut empoiſonne.par 


un moine bénédictin, ſon aumonier. On ne doutaa 


gueres dans Europe que Louis n'eut commis ce 
5 crime, lui qui. Etant ide avoit wa n un 
e à ſon pere. 

Le duc de Bourgogne n'en Jevint qne plus 8 
5. reprit les armes, et vint Echouer au fiege de 

auvais, od les femmes combattirent ſur les rem- 
parts avec une valeur h&roique...'Ce prince qui ne 
pouvoit vivre en repos, alla, pour ſe venger, faire la 
guerre aux Suiſſes, avec qui Louis XI venoit de 
s'allier, II perdit deux batailles contre cette nation 
belliqueuſe, qui n'ambitionnoit que la paix avec ſes 
voiſins, et vint perir enfin ſous les murs de Nanci, 
apres s' tre tourmentẽ ſans ceſſe pour etre un des fleaux_ 
du monde. Telle toit alors la ſimplicité des Suiſſes, 
qu apres la defaite du duc de Bourgogne, fa vaiſſelle 
d'argent ſe vendit pour de la vaiſſelle d'etain, et que 
ſon plus beau diamant, qu'on 


| livres = e de ung T 


main en la valeur 


5 . 25 ahi "Char 7 


eſtime pres de 100,000 . 


* 
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„ Charles the Raſh hazing dicd 
male chilqpn, Lewis XI loſt eee ſent 
7 to all pafee gociators and troops, and reunited the 
| uchy of Bllgundy to the exawn of France, in 1477. 
© He is blamed for not Having made the Dauphin 
= ls the heireſs of Burgundy. Nothing could have 
Zbpbdbien moe advantageous, as it would have prebented in 
_ .:- - France more than two ages of war: but too much arti- 
1 11 nee on his part, cauſed this mariah to fail. The only 
Aa daughter of Charles the Raſh married Maximilian of 
: == Auftria, who thus became maſter of Flanders and the 


| 7H 55 Low Countries. Scarcely was he married, when he com- 

mw maegnced hoſtilities; and 4, who was averſe to war, 
bd  _ Haftened'to make a truce with him, Some time before 

B this, he had purchaſed a truce of 5 years with the 

| 11 | 5 Engliſh, and engaged to pay anriu the ſum of fifty 

| |] = ' thouſand gold crowns ; and by anoth Ke concluded 


xt London with Edward IV; ĩt᷑ was ſlipulated, that tlie 
truce ſhould continue for a hundrgd years after tis 
death of either monarch, and on the ſame conditions. 
At the ſame time that Lewis XI ſhamefully pur- 
ted peace abroad with the money, he cemented at 
nome his own deſpotiſm by the blood of his ſubjects. 
Whsdever was ſo unfortunate as to diſpleaſe him, was | 
ſure to feel the weight of his vengeance; his great object 
5 being to get rid of all thoſe who gave him umbrage. PN 
. One cannot look back without horror, on thoſe cruel 3 
| executions which Triffant l Hermit, his oompanion, : 
EO; And provoſt of his houſhold, perpetrated by his orders. 
This min ar n memory, tlie worthy friend of 
uch à maſter, was himſelf the judge, witneſs, jailer, 7 
and executioner of t letims which Lewis XI ſent to 
him. He cauſed them to paſs upon a ſpring trup, which 
2, DO Fe js, DN. 
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Charles le Temeraires ẽtant mort ** hitte denen 
eu Louis XI ne perdit pas un inſtant. Ilenyoya de 


toutes parts des: nẽgociateurs et des troupes, etal rẽunit 
le duchẽ de Bourgagne a la couronne de France, en 147. 
On lui reproche de n'avoir pas fait ẽpouſer 5 ES 
. phin Vheritiere de Bourgogne. Rien ne pouvoit tre 
plus avantageux; et il eüt ſauvé à la France plus 
de deux ſiscles de guerre; mais trop de fineſſe de ſu 
part fit mariquer ce mariage. La fille unique de Charles | 
le Temeraire épouſa Maximilien d' Autriche, qui par | 


Louis: M 


la devint maitre de la Flandre et des Pays-Bas. 4 


peine marie, il prit les armes: Louis qui A a 
ga ſe hata de faire une trève avec lu. 
- Quelques temps auparavant il en avoit achetẽ une 
FR ſept ans avec I Angleterre, en vengageant a a _ 
tous les ans une ſomme de cinquante mille'6cus d'or 
et par un autre traité conclu à Londres, avec Edouard. 
IV, il fut ſtipulẽ que la trève ſeroit de eent ans apres. 
mort de Pun ou apt Pautre. Rae Ann, 


mbwes conditions. 


En meme temps quis e XI . 8 


ſement la tranquillité au dehors avec b'argent de ſes . 


ſujets, il cimentoit au dedans ſon deſpotiſme en faiſant 
couler leur ſang. Quiconque avoit le malheur de lui 
deplaire, Etoit: aſſurẽ de ſentir tout le poids de ſa ven- 


| geance ; ſon grand principe Etant de ſe defaire de tous 


ceux qui lui portoient ombrage. On ne penſe qu avec 
horreur aux executions cruelles que T riſtant . 
on compere et pr6vot de ſon hotel, faiſoit par ſes 


ordres. Cet homme d'exẽcrable memoire, et digne ami 


d'un tel mattre, stoit lui- meme te juge, le tẽmoin, le 


enn et Pexecuteur des victin 
envoyoit. II les faiſoit paſſer ſur une baſcule qui les 
3 


2111 4 75 


* | "<4 


ries que Louis XI lui 


3 


* 


precipitated them into dark Js wheres they pe- 
riſhed through hunger and deſpair. This infamous ty- 
rant thus put to death more than four thouſand perſons. 
Lewis XI, to curb the great, took delight in 
lopping off the heads of the ſtate. Thoſe of the 
conſtable Saint-Pol, his brother-in-law, the duke of 
Alengon, and the count of Armagnac, were not ſuf- 
ficient to glut his vengeance. The duke of Nemours, 
of the houſe of Armagnac, was alſo ſhut up in an iron 
cage, and executed at the market-place of Paris, after 
Having been put to the torture. His children were 
dragged under the ſcaffold by order of the king, that 
they might be ſmeared with the blood of their father: 
an horrible cruelty ! more calculated to bring hatred 
on a tyrant, than reſpect to a monarch. To complete 
the barbarity, theſe unfortunate. princes, whoſe inno- 
cence in ſubſequent times was acknowledged, were im- 
mured in the Baſtille, and caſt into holes made i in the 


form of ſugar · loaves, where their feet could not find reſt, 


nor their bodies repoſe, They were taken out twice a 
week; but it was ta undergo the laſh, inflicted in view 


_— of the governor of this infernal abode ; and every three 


months they bad one of their teeth wrenched out. The 
_ © eldeſt became mad; and the youngeſt, after ſeven years 
- ſufferings, was ſet at liberty on the death of Lewis XI. 
The latter years of this tyrant were paſſed in thoſe 
agitations and intrigues which had filled up his reign, 
Preyed upon by maladies, and tormented by the fear of 
death, he was only more jealous of his authority. 
Always inclined to buſineſs by the ſpirit of controul, and 
always inſpiring terr r by his crueltyzhe died in 1483, at 
the age of 60 years. He had juſt come to the inheritance 

* we Provence, „ reunited i it to the crown, 
| This 


wore Lovis l.. 8 
| pretipitoit dans des trous obſcurs' oũ elles périſſoient 
de faim et de deleſpoir., Ce tyran infame fit mourir 


ainſi plus de quatre mille perſonnes, 
Louis XI, pour contenir les grands, aimoit a fire 


tomber les premieres tetes de Fẽtat. Celles du con- 
netable de Saint- Pol, ſon beau- frère, du duc d' Alengon, 


et du comte d' Armagnac, n 'avoient pu aſſouvir fa 


- 


Vengeance. On vit encore le duc de Nemours, de la 


maiſon d' Armagnac, enfermẽ dans une cage de fer, et 


LY 


*ExEcutE aux halles de Paris, apres avoir été mis à la 
queſtion; on vit ſes enfans trainés ſous I'&chafaud 
par ordre du roi, pour ètre arroſes du ſang de leur 
père: — horrible cruaute }- plus propre a faire hair un 
tyran, que reſpecter un monarque. Pour comble de 
barbarie, ces princes. infortunes, dont par la ſuite on 
reconnut Pinnocence, furent renfermés à la Baſtille, 
et jetes dans des trous creuſes en pain · de- ſuere pour 
que leurs pieds n'y puſſent trouver d'aſſiette, ni leur 
corps de repps. On les en tiroit deux fois la ſemaine ; 


| « mais pour Etre fuſtiges ſous les yeux du gouverneur 


de cet infernal ſcjour ;-et tous les trois mois on leur 
arrachoit une dent. Laine y devint fou, et le cadet 
apres ſept ans de gee van fut mis en liberté à A 
la mort de Louis XI. | 7 

| Les dernières annees de ce tyran ſe 2 4 
Tagitation- et les intrigues qui avoient rempli tout 
ſon regne. Mine par les maladies, et tourmente - 
par la crainte de la mort, il n'en etoit que plus 


' Jaloux de Pautorite. Toujours livre aux affaires 


par eſprit de domination, toujours inſpirant la ter- 
-xeur par ſes cruantes, il mourut en 1480, à Page 
de 60 ans. II venoit d'hériter de la ene et 
7 8 auffitot reunie a * couronne. 9 
g : 08 
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This prince deſpiſed decorum, and afected a plain 
__ both niggardly and indecent. He was generally 


ſeen cloathed in a habit of coarſe cloth, his head cover- 
end with a ſhabby hat, on which was a leaden image of 
the Virgin Mary. The chief expence of his houſhold was 


for his table. He cauſed not only the nobles to fit with _ 
him, to attach them to the court, but alſo thoſe frangers 
who could inſtruct him; ſometimes even merchants. - 
One of the latter, named mater Jobn, flattered bx 
this diſtinction, took it into his head to aſk for letters f 
nobility, The king granted them, and never after 
deigned to look upon him. Maſter John expreſſed his 
ſurptize. Well, Mr. Gentleman, ſaid Lewis to 
him; when I honoured you with a ſeat at my table, 
% J conſidered you as the firſt of your condition; at 


e preſent; ſecing you are the laſt, I ſhould wrong the 
4 others if I did you the ſame favour; -an excellent 
leſſon to thoſe Who prefer vain titles to perſonal merit. 


Lewis XI mingled with the citizens, enquired aſter 


' their affairs, cauſed his name to be entered in ſocieties 

of tradeſmen, and being reproached for not ſupporting 
Bis dignity, replied: When pride goes before, ſhame 
% and harm follow cloſe behind.” He ought to have 


known that a prince may be affable with + 6 - 
ately without pride; and that it is only by GE good. 


do his people, he can obtain their affections. 


Louis XI had a bad heart and a wild temper : . 
n with vices which humanity itſelf condemns; 


neyertheleſs, the pope gave him the title of moſt chrif- 


tian king, which his ſucceſſors have borne ever ſince: 


l the reaſon of it was, becauſe he had aboliſhed the Prog 
_  matic-ſaniong! and it was neceſſary that Rome ſhould 
| reward with adulation a ſervice of ſo much impor- 


tance : 


* 


bo 


* 


* 8 — 
* 


Case XVI. LOUIS xl 


ſon extérieur une ſimplicitẽ meſquine et ind6cen 


On le voyoit le plus ſouvent en habit de gros ere la 


tete couverte d'un vieux chapeau, ſur lequel Etoit une 


Bonne - Vierge de plomb. La plus grande dépenſe de fa 
maiſon toit pour la table. Il faiſoit manger avec lui, 

i non: ſeulement les ſeigneurs, pour les attacher à la 
Cour; mais les ẽtrangers qui pouvoient! ee, . 


quefois meme des marchands. U. 


Un de ces derniers nommé 5 Jean Satte ds 
cette diſtinction, 8 avifa de lui demander des lettres 


de nobleſſe. Le roi les lui accorda, et deès-lors ne 
daigna plus le regarder. Maltre Jean témoigna fa 
ſurpriſe: Allez, monſieur le gentilhomme, lui dit 


Louis, quand je vous faiſois aſſeoir à ma table, 1e 
6. vous regardois comme le premier de votre condition; N 
60 aujourd'hui que vous en ᷣtes le dernier, je ferois | 
, ;jnjure aux autres ſi je vous faiſois la mme fareur:ꝰ | 
excellente legon pour ceux on nen de vais | 
titres au mẽrite perſonnel. e „ 
Louis XI ſe meloit avec wh 8 eee 


de leurs affaires, ſe faiſoit inſerire dans les confreties 


d'artiſans, et rẽpondoit au reproche de ne pas ſoutenit 
et dommage ſuivent de bien pres.“ II, aurdit - du 
ſaroit qu un prince peut Etre affable avec dignitẽ, grand 
fans orgueil, et qut c'eſt. en faiſant nnen 5 


qu'il ſe concilie fon affectio n. 
Louis XI avoit le cœur mauvais et Teſprit W 


u tet ſouillẽ de vices que Phumanite ſeule rEprouse 


- neanmioins le pape lui donna le titre de 504 trůs chritien, 


que ſes ſueceſſeurs ont toujours portẽ depuis: C eſt qu'il 
avoit aboli la . e falloit bien 
HS. | que 


* 
* 


5 
Ce prince mẽpriſoit les bienſsances, et affectoit — 


n n 
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tance; for, in the main, the piety of this prince conſiſted = 
ont in the outward ceremony of a ſuperſtitious devotion. 
/ Superſtition and eredulity always accompany each - 
other. Louis XI kept aſtrologers at his court. Irri- 
tated againſt one of theſe impoſtors, who had foretold 
the death of his miſtreſs, he ordered him to come before 
him, firmly reſolved, no doubt, not to ſpare him. 
Thou, who foreſeęſt all things, ſaid he to him, when: wilt 95 
thou die The artful aſtrologer ſaved himſelf by this an- 
ſwer: I. ſhall die three days before your ae . | 
care was then taken of this perſon, * - © 2 
Although Louis XI had cruſhed the people, id op- 
W the nobility; although his duplicity, his injuſ- 
tice and cruelty, render his memory odious, he had 
| eue political views, and to him the French are 
5 indebted for very laudable eſtabliſnments, among others 
that of the pee. This prince, in 1469, inftituted the 
order of St. Michael, which, like that of the 10 _— 


fell into diſrepute.'”  - e 


Commerce, which till ths hack W very uch neg⸗- 


lected in France, engaged the King's attention. He ſaw 
with grief that the induſtry of foreigners drained the Kking- 
dom of its ſpecie. To remedy this evil, he cauſed ſeveral 
artiſicers to come from Greece and Italy, who could 
manufacture rich ſtuffs; he exempted from all duties, 
taxes and impoſts, the foreigners and Frenchmen em- 

ployed in theſe manufactories, even their wives, widows 
and children; he permitted by a deeree the clergy, nobi- 
lity, and all other perſons, to trade by land and ſea with- - 
out being degraded. He intended to have had all the 
laws and a collected, in order to form a fixed code, 
and to abridge proceſſes at law. He was alſo deſirous that 
there ſhould be * one "ous and meaſure through- 
e 


Cane. XXVI. 4 11/0 U. I 8 XI. 3 "3 
que Rome payit en adulation un ſabvinedi-cetds 4 impor- 


tance; car dans le fond la piẽtẽ de ce prince ſe reduiſoit 
à des pratiques exterieures dune dẽvotion ſuperſtitieuſe. 
L.a ſuperſtition et la crédulitẽ vont toujours enſem- 


ble. Louis XI entretenoit des aſtrologues à ſa cour. 
Irritẽ contre un de ces impoſteurs qui avoit predit la 


mort de fa mattreſſe, il le fit venir, bien reſolu, fans 
doute, de ne le point Epargner. Toi, qui prevois tout, 
lui dit-il, quand mourras-tu ! L'habile eee fe 


ſauva par cette rẽponſe: Je mourrai trois jours avant. 


votre Majeſit. On prit grand ſoin de ſa perſonne. 
Quoique Louis XI ait foulé le peuple et opprims 


la nobleſſe; quoique ſa fourberie; ſes injuſtices, ſes 


cruautẽs rendent ſa mẽmoire odieuſe, il avoit d'excel- 


lentes vues de politique, et on lui doit des ẽtabliſſemens 
très- louables, entre autres celui des poſtes. Ce prince, 


en 1469, inſtitua Fordre de ſaint Michel, qui comme 
celui de l' Etoile, ne tarda gueres à tomber en diſcredit; 
Le commerce, juſqu' alors extrẽmement négligé en 


que l'induſtrie des 'Exrangers enlevoit Fargent du 


royaume. Pour remẽdier à ce mal, 11 ft venir. de ö 


Grece et d' Italie pluſieurs ouvriers, qui puſſent fabri- 
quer des ᷑toffes precieuſes ;. il exempta de tous droits, 
taxes et impòts, les ẽtrangers et les Frangois employes 
dans ces manufactures, meme leurs femmes, leurs 
veuves et leurs enfans; 


ſonne de faire, ſans deroger, le. commerce par terre et 


par mer. II ſe propoſoit de faire raſſembler toutes les 
lois et coutumes, aſin d'en compoſer un code fixe, et 


d'abrẽger les procès. II vouloit auſſi qu'il n'y eat qu'un 
| poly. et une meſure dans tout le e Enfin, 
| | 1 


„ 


. — fixa l'attention du roi. Il voyoiĩt avec chagrin 


I permit par une ordonnance 8 
à tous ecclefiaſtiques, aux nobles, et à toute autre per- 


1 - C HAR L E 8 VIII. Cn XXVI. 
cut the kingdom. In ſhort, he attended watchfully to | 
the adminiſtration of juſtice, although he did not ſcruple 
to violate it in order to gratify his hatred to the great, 
This prince had almoſt tripled the land- tax. Avarici- 
ous by inclination, and profuſe by policy, he made 
ay, he only drew money from his ſubjects to ſpare theiſ 

blood, he exhorted his ſon to dimigiſh the impoſts : 
an advice often given by dying nn bus 12 52 | 
| een by their ſucceſſofrs. 

| The prevailing-charafter of Lonis XI was. ier : 

and diflimulation; he inceſſantly repeated: I my hat 
ine my ſecret, T would burn it. In conſequence of this 
miſtaken policy, which confounded- Kill with cunning, | 
he cauſed his ſon to be educated in retirement, and 
would not permit him to ſee any other perſons but his 

ſervants, nor to do any thing, but give himſelf up to 
the childiſh amuſements of youth. He deprived him of 
all intercourſe with the princes and nobles of his kings 
dom, left by leaguing himſelf with them, he ſhou 
one day cauſe as much inquietude and grief to him, as 
be himſelf had /occafioned to his father. He would not, 
therefore, ſuffer his ſon to have the leaſt notion of the 
belles-lettres, or be taught any other Latin _ this 
maxim: Qui neſcit diſſimulare, neſcit reguare. He 
„ who knows not how to diſſemble, knows not ER ET 
e govern:” but the derer Adden; nature had be. | 
ſtowed. on him, overcame theſe: obſtacles, 

This fon, CnARLES VIII, was not en whas > 
ed him. The duke of Orleans, firſt prince of 


eee eee 


the kingdom o, in proceſs of time, was to become 
e ee R 
| | he 


* 


Car, XXVI, CHARLES Vn. 
31 veilla exactement à Padminiſtration de la juſtice; 
quoiqu'il ne ſe fit pas ſcrupule de la violer 85 ſatisfaire 


ſa haine contre les grands. 
Ce prince avoit preſque triple la taille. Avare par 


goũt et prodigue par politique, il faiſoit de Pargent 


le reſſort de toutes ſes affaires. Quoiqu'il n'en tirat 


ge ſes ſujets, diſoit-il, que pour Epargner leur ſang, 


il exhorta ſon fils à diminuer les impd6ts:—conſeil 


ſouvent donne par les rois mourans, et rarement ExE= 


cute apres leur mort. | 
Le caraQtere dominant de Tomi XI <etoit la SE 


| fiance et la diſſimulation: il repetoit ſans ceſſe: Si mon 
chapeau ſavoit mon ſecret, je le brdlerois. Par une 
ſuite de cette politique mal entendue, qui confondoit 
| Phabilets avec la fineſſe, il fit Elever ſon fils dans la 
retraite, et ne permit pas qu'il yit d'autres perſonnes 
que ſes domeſtiques, ni qu'il fit autre choſe. que de 
ſe livrer aux amuſemens putriles de la jeuneſſe. II 


e priva de tout commerce avec les princes et les 
grands du royaume, de peur qu'en ſe liguant avec 


eux, il ne lui cauſat un jour autant d inquiẽtude 8 


de chagrins qu'il en avoit lui- meme cauſes i ſon père. 
Il ne voulut done point qu 'on donnat a ſon fils au- 


cune teinture des lettres, ni qu'on lui apprit d'autre 


Latin que cette maxime: Qui neſcit diffi imulare, neſcit 


regnare: Qui ne fait 85 diſſimuler, ne fait pas rẽgner; 
eureuſes que la nature lui avoit. 


mals les diſpoſitions 
donnees, triompherent de ces obſtacles. 


Ce fils, CRARLES VIII, n'avoit pas quatorze ans 


| quand il. lui ſucceda. Le duc d' Orléans, ip 
prince du ſang, fut alors, par ambition, le perturba - 
teur du royaume, —lui, qui devoit dans la ſuite en etre 


le pere par ſa bonté. II Pretendoir que la regence 
Vor. II - E li | 


rr rn rare 
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" CHARLES VIII. Cuar. XXVI. 
the regency belonged to him by right, as being the heir 
apparent to the crown; but he found a competitor in 
the duke of Bourbon, who alleged, that as the duke 
of Orleans was not above twenty-four. years of age, he 
himſelf ſtood in need of a tutor. ; 
The States General were aſſembled at Fours; and. 
declared it was unneceſſary to name a regent; the 
laſt will of Louis XI was confirmed, which was, that 
the care of the king's perſon ſhould be entruſted to his 
fiſter Anne of France, Madame de Beaujeüu. This, 
Princeſs, of. uncommon merit, choſe [herſelf a coun- 
cil for the adminiſtration of the kingdom, and gave the 
ſword of. conſtable to the duke A. Bourbon, brother to 
her huſband. 5 
Theſe States which. mer in 1484, deſerve pancake 
attention, both with regard to the ſpeeches delivered, 
and the importance of the ſubjects debated. Should 
there ariſe,” ſaid the deputy from the nobility of 
« Burgundy, © any conteſt relating to the ſucceſſion to 
the throne, or regency, to whom does it belong 
< to decide it, if not to that very people who firſt elect- 
ed their kings, who conferred on them all the au- 
„ thority with which they are inveſted, and in whom 
the ſovereign power fundamentally reſides? For every 
* ſtate or government whatever, is the public cauſe, 
« andthe public cauſe is the cauſe of the people. When 
« I fay the people, I underſtand IC ſociety or totality 
« of citizens, in which totality the princes of the 
4 blood themſelves are comprehended, as the heads of 
«© the order of nobility, Vou then, who are the repre- | 
« ſentatives of the people, and bound by oath to de- 
46 fend their rights, can you ſlill doubt that it is your 
« province to regulate the adminiſtration and form of. 
40 council.“ EO 7 | 8 | 2 


* 


cur. XXIV. CHARLES vin. * 


m appartenoit de droit, comme etant Vheritier pre- : 
ſomptif de la couronne ; mais il trouva un competi- 
teur dans le duc de Bourbon, qui diſoit que le due | 
d'Orlans, n'ayant pas plus de een 25 avoit 
beſoin lui- meme d'un tuteur. 
Les Etats Generaux furent convoques a Tonen on 
7 declara qu'il n' toit pas nceſſaire de nommer de r- 
gent, et on y confirma la dernire volontẽ de Louis XI, 
qu} Etoit que le ſoin de la perſonne du roi fat confi + 
à fa ſœur Anne de France, dame de Beaujeu. Cette 
princeſſe, d'un merite rare, ſe choiſit un conſeil pour 
Vadminiſtration du royaume, et elle donna Vepee de 
| connetable au duc de Bourbon, frere de ſon mari... 
Ces &tats qui ſe tinrent en 1484, meritent une at- 
tention particulière, ſoit par les diſcours qu'on y pro- 
nonga, ſoit par Pimportance des objets qui y furent 
agites, * S$'il 8'eleve,” dit le dẽputẽ de la nobleſſe de 
Bourgogne, quelque conteſtation par rapport à la 
e ſucceſſion au tröne, ou à la Fegence, à qui appar- 
& tient · il de la decider, ſinon à ce mEme. peuple qui 
| « 4 d'abord lu ſes rois, qui leur a confers toute 
1 Pantorits dont ils ſe trouyent revstus, et en qui 
& refide foncièrement la ſouveraine puiſſance? Car 


un état ou un gouvernement quelconque eſt la 


* choſe publique, et la choſe publique eſt la choſe 
4 du peuple. Quand ie dis le peuple, j 3 'entends parler 2 
4e de la collection ou de la totalité des citoyens, et 
« dans cette totalits font compris les princes du 
4 ſang eux-mEmes, comme chefs de Pordre de 1a 
4% nobleſſe. Vous done qui Etes les repreſentans du 
„ peuple, et obliges par ſerment de defendfe ſes droits, 

« pourriez-yous encore douter que ce ne ſoit à vous 
« 08 regler Padminiſtration et la forme du confeil, 1 


5 „„ ; Le 


® 


rights of the chaſe. 


ces in a paſſion; * if they are 


] 2 CHARLES VIII. Sur XXVI, 


The Clergy demanded the re- eſtabliſhment of the 
Pragmatic- ſanction; ſome biſhops, who were cardinals, 
oppoſed it; and the buſineſs dropped, becauſe they 


wiſhed to be on good terms with the court of Rome. 


The Nobility were put again in poſſeſion 5 che 


- 


In the reſolutions of the Thicd.oftae; called the Com: ” 
mons, the poverty of the kingdom was ſtrongly de- 


paicted, and attributed particularly to the court of Rome, 
who enriched herſelf at their expence; this article 


was likewiſe dropped without any poſitive concluſion, 
Complaint was made of an increaſe of offices of ju- 


dicature, ſeveral of which were ſold for money; 
it was demanded, that the tribunals ſhould, as for- 
- merly, freely ele& three men of merit to fill every | 


vacant place, of whom the king ſhould name one; 
it was alſo propoſed, that every kind of land-tax, and 
other arbitrary impofitions, ſhould be aboliſhed ; and 


henceforth, agreeably to the natural rights of France, 
no taxes, or other equivalent impoſitions, ſhould be le- | 


vied in the kingdom without the participation and | 
free conſent of the States General. | 


The debates concerning the taxes were bigh. 5 
ſpirited, . I know the plebeians,” ſaid one of the prin- 
t oppreſſed, they will 
« oppreſs others. Take away from them the burthen of 
4 taxes, and you will render them inſolent, mutinous, 


4 and troubleſome to ſociety. It is only by treating 
0 themyharſhly that they can be kept in proper bounds;” 


a maxim as contrary to the public good as to the 


rights of humanity, and very fit to render thoſe people 


TIES whoſe OG was ſo much dreaded. ©. 
The 


Cake, xx; CHARLES VI. mw - 


Le Clerge demandoit le retablifſement de la Pragma- | 
_ tique; des EvEques, qui Etoient cardinaux, 8'y oppo-" 
sèrent, et Vaffaire tomba, ey yrs on vouloit me nager 
la cour de Rome. 


On remit la Nobleſſe en poſition du droit de 
chaſſe. | 


Dans le aihior ta 83 qu'on . le 8 
mun, ẽtoit fortement depeinte la pauvreté du royaume, 


attribuce ſurtout à la cour de Rome qui $'enrichifloit » | 


a ſes depens ; cet article tomba encore fans r&ponſe 
poſitive, On fe plaignoit d'une multiplication d' of- 
fices de judicature, dont pluficurs ſe vendoient à prix 
d'argent; on demandoit que les tribunaux eluſſent 
librement, comme autrefois, pour remplir chaque 
place yacante, trois hommes de mErite, parmi leſquels 
le roi en nommeroit un; on propoſoit que toutes 
tailles et autres impoſitions arbitraires- fuſſent abolies, 
et que deſormais, en ſuivant la naturelle franchiſe de 
France, aucunes tailles ni autres impoſitions &quiva- 
lentes ne puſſent Etre levees dans le royaume, ſans Ia 
participation et le confinement libre des Etats Gens- 
raux. 

Les dẽbats ſur e ee A Ber et viſe. «© Je 
& connois les vilains,” dit un prince en colère, „ils 
« ne ſont opprimes, il faut qu' ils oppriment. Otez- 
14 leur le fardeau des tajilleg, vous les rendrez infolens, 

«© mutins et inſociables. Ce n'eft qu'en les traitant 

4% durement qu'on peut les contenir dans le deyoir:” _ 
- —maxime auſſi contraire au bien general qu'aux droits 
de l'humanité, et bien propre à rendre oppreſſeur ce 
peuple dont on redoutoit ſ fort Foppreſion. | 


VVV 1 
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The 0 were, nevertheleſs, conſiderably dimi- 
niſhed, and re-eſtabliſhed on nearly the fame foot- 
ing as under Charles VII. Some vile flatterers then 


- accuſed the States of wi/hing to clip the king's wings, and 

limit his expenditure. But Maſſelin, prefident of the 

aſſembly, juſtified this ſtep in an cloquent and energetic 
_ diſcourſe. © This atrocious imputation,” ſaid he, can 


„ only diſhonour its author. Convinced that the good 


e and advantage of the kingdom are alſo the good and 
. advantage of the king, we thought that by ſeeking 
4 to alleviate the people, we ſerved the king, and ful- 
4 filled the duty of faithful ſubjects.“ 5 
The duke of Orleans, always occupied by his am- 


bitious projects, and diſcontented at not having any 
ſhare in the government of the kingdom, gave himſelf 
up to reſentment, paſſed into Britanny, and engaged 
its duke to revolt. War broke out, and turned to the 
king's advantage. At length the battle of St. Aubin 


completed the ſubjection of the rebels. The duke of 
Orleans was made priſoner, and ſhut up in the tower 


of Bourges. The reſentment of Madame de Beaujeu, 
whoſe love he had diſdained, prolonged his captivity; but 
but as ſoon as Charles aſſumed the reins of government, 
he haſtencd to looſe his chains, This prince was already 


| known by acts of elemency ; he had reſtored liberty, 
wealth, and honour to the remains of the unhappy houſe 
of Armagnac. Louis of Orleans ſet at liberty, became 


as good a ſubject, as he had been an ambitious leader 


of a party. He ſerved the king with zeal, and contri- 
buted to his marriage with Anne of Britanny, though 


he was himſelf in love with this princeſs. This happy 


union took place in 1491, and put an end to all the civil 
: Var: which this auen had eee 


3 3 France 


diminu6s, et retablis a peu pres ſur le meme pied 
qu'ils Etoient ſous Charles VII. Quelques vils flat- 
teprs accuserent alors les Etats de vouloir-rogner les ongles 
au roi, et lui compter les morceaux, Mais Maſſelin, 
prẽſident de Paſſemblee, la juſtifia dans un diſcours 
Eloquent et plein d' energie: Cette atroce imputa- 


4 tion,” dit-il, © ne peut deſhonorer que ſon auteur. 
“ Convaincus que le bien et Vavantage du royaume 
£ ſont le bien et Pavantage du roi, en cherchant a” 


« ſoulager le peuple, nous avons cru ſervir le To et 
& remplir le devoir de fideles ſujets. 

Le duc d' Orléans, toujours occupe* de ſes projets 
ambitieux, et mecontent de n'avoir point de part 
au gouvernement du royaume, ſe livra au reſſentiment, 


paſſa en Bretagne, et en engagea le duc a ſe ſoulever. 
La guerre ſe ralluma, et tourna a T'avantage du roi. 


Enfin la bataille de Saint-Aubin acheva de réduire 
les rebelles. Le duc d'Orléans fut fait priſonnier, et 
_ renferme à la tour de Bourges. Le reſſentiment de 


Madame de Beaujeu, dont il avoit dedaigns la paſſion, 
prolongea fa captivite; mais des que Charles regna 


par lui-mEme, il ſe hata de briſer ſes fers. Ce prince 


Stoit déjà connu par des actes de clémence; il avoit 


rendu la liberté, les biens et Phonneur aux reſtes de 
la malheureuſe maiſon d' Armagnac. Louis d' Orléans, 


mis en liberts, devint auſſi bon ſujet, qu il avoit été 


ambitieux chef de parti. II ſervit le roi avec zèle, 
et contribua A lui faire Epouſer Anne de Bretagne, 
quoiqu'il far lui - mème amoureux de cette Priticeſſe. 
Cette heureuſe union ſe fit en 149r, et mit fin a 


toutes les guerres eiviles que ce Gache avoit oc- 


cane, 


„„ os 
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Les impôts neanmoins furent conſidérablement 


, Ax j 
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France was juſt recovering her lofſes ; the faults of - 
Louis XI were repaired; ſome impoſts were ſuppreſſed; 
every thing was calm,—when the madneſs of conqueſt. 
troubled the repoſe of the king, the people, and a part 
of Europe. 

Lewis XI, as heir to the deut of Ano: had ac- . 
quired claims on the kingdom of Naples, but had had 5 
the prudence not to proſecute them. Charles his ſon 
did not imitate him, and ſet out in 1494, almoſt with- 
out money, and with few troops, on this dangerous 
expedition. The arts of intrigue were better known 
in Italy than the art of war; the French had only to 
ſhew themſelves, and they inſpired terror, Florence 
opened its gates; Charles made his entry into Rome 
with the pomp of a conqueror; and the pope, who was 
obliged to accede to every thing, having inveſted him 
with the kingdom of Naples, he ſet out directly to 
take poſſeſſion of it. Ferdinand, who reigned there, 
fled at his approach; ſo that he was received in the ca- 
pital nearly with as much eaſe as if it had been at Paris. 
Pleaſures, entertainments, extortions, avarice, licenti- 
ouſneſs,—ſuch were the means employed by the French 
to ſtrengthen their new dominion in Italy. Charles en- 
Joyed himſelf in repoſe, and abandoned his affairs to the 
care of men unworthy of his confidence. His enemies 
did not remain aſſeep; they availed themſelves of his 
faults. As he was preparing to return to France, the 
© Pope, the emperor, the king of Arragon, the king of 
England, the duke of Milan, and the republic of 
Venice, leagued themſelves to ſtop his paſſage, and 
attacked him at Fornoua in 1495. ©* Companions,” 
faid he to his ſoldiers, © our enemies are fix times 
more numerous than we; but you are Frenchmen ; 


the 
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La France commengoit à ſe relever de ſes pertes 3 
les fautes de Louis XI <toient rẽparẽes; quelques im- 


pots avoient ẽté ſupprimes; tout ẽtoit calme, lorſue 


la manie des conquetes troubla le repos du roi, du 
peuple et d'une partie de l'Europe. | 
Louis XI, en heritant de la maiſon d' Anjou, avoit 


acquis des droits ſur le royaume de Naples; mais il 
avoit eu la prudence de ne pas les faire valoir, Charles 
ſon fils ne Vimita point, et partit en 1494, preſſue 


fans argent et avec peu de troupes, pour cette dan- 


gereuſe expedition. L'intrigue Etoit mieux connue - 


en Italie que Vart de la guerre; les Frangois n'eurent 


qu'a ſe montrer pour inſpirer la terreur. Florence 


ouvrit ſes portes; Charles fit ſon entree dans Rome 


avec Vappareil d'un conquerant; et le pape, oblige 
d'acceder a tout, lui ayant donne Finveſtiture du 
royaume de Naples, il partit auſſitöt pour s'en mettre 


en poſſeſſion. Ferdinand, qui en Etoit roi, avoit 


pris la fuite a ſon approche, de ſorte qu'il fut regu. 


dans la capitale preſque auſh facilement quiil Peat 


ẽté dans Paris, Les, plaifirs, les fetes, les vexations, 


Pavarice et la licence, — tels furent les moyens que les 


Frangois employerent pour affermir leur nouvelle do- 
mination en Italie. Charles s'amuſoit, et abandonnoĩit 
les affaires à des hommes indignes de fa confiance. 
Ses ennemis ne s' endormoient point; ils ſurent pro- 


fiter de ſes fautes. Comme il ſe preparoit i revenir en 
France, le. pape, Vempereur, le roi d'Arragon, le roi 


d' Angleterre, le duc de Milan, et la republique de 


Veniſe ſe liguerent pour lui fermer le paſſage, et 
Pattaquerent a Fornoue en 1495. Compagnons, 
dit-il alors à ſes ſoldats, les ennemis ſont ſix 
« fois plus que nous; mais vous Etes Frangois : les 


7 allies | 


4 
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& the allies confide in their numbers, we in our cou- 
« rage and virtue.” The armies engaged: Charles, 
ſurrounded by enemies, a long while ſuſtained the onſet, 
cut his way through their ſquadrons, re-eftabliſhed the 
combat, and obtained the victory. But whilſt he was 
gloriouſly re- entering France, the Neapolitans revolted 
and maſſacred the French garriſon; and tbe kingdom of 
Naples, having ſubmitted through fear alone, was re- 
taken in as little time as it had been conquered. 
Charles VIII was about to repaſs the Alps, to 
amend the faults which his imprudence and levity 
had made him commit, when he died at the caſtle 
of Amboiſe, in 1498, at the age of twenty-ſeven. 
Two of his officers expired of grief in ſeeing his funeral. 
This prince © was ſo good,” ſays a cotemporary hiſto» 
rian, © that it is not poſſible to meet a better creature.” 
In this reign” the diſcovery of a new world, which 
had been looked upon as a chimera, confounded the 
preſumptuous i ignorance of thoſe who denied the an- 
tipodes. Chriſtopher Columbus, a Genoeſe, with three 
{mall Spaniſh veſſels, had the courage to go in ſearch 
of, and the glory to diſcover America, He diſcovered 
the firſt iſles of it in 1492; founded the colony of 
St. Domingo; and afterwards diſcovered the conti- 
nent, Nevertheleſs, this part of the world is called by 
the name of Americus Veſpucius, a Florentine, much 
leſs worthy of fame. On the other hand, the Portu- 
gueſe opened to themſelves an unknown way to the Eaſt- 
- Indies, by doubling the ſouthern extremity of Africa, 
Theſe prodigies of navigation were the fruit of the 
mariner's compaſs, invented by a Neapolitan towards 
the end of the fourteenth century. In the eighth. 
55 and: ninth century, barbarians made incurſions on 
Fe wen 
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„ allies ſe confient en leur multitude; nous, en notre 


« force et vertu. Om en vint aux mains: Charles, 
enveloppe par les ennemis, ſoutint leur choc pen- 
dant long-temps, ſe fit jour i travers leurs eſcadrons; 
rẽtablit le combat, et remporta la vitoire. Mais tandis 


qu il rentroit gloricux en France, les Napolitains ſe ſou- : 


leverent; les garniſons Frangoiſes furent maſſacres, et 


le royaume de Naples, que la crainte ſeule avoit ſoumis, 
fut repris en auſſi peu de temps qu'il avoit ẽtẽ conquis. 


Charles VIII ſe diſpoſoit à repaſſer les monts pour 
rẽparer les fautes que ſon imprudence et fa legerete 


lui avoient fait commettre, lorſqu'il mourut au chà- 


teau d'Amboiſe, en 1498, age de vingt-ſept ans. 
Deux de ſes officiers expirèrent de douleur en voyant 


partir ſon conyoi. Ce Prince, © Etoit $i bon,“ dit 


un hiſtorien contemporain, qu'il n'eſt pas poſſible 
« de voir meilleure creature,” - 
Sous ce regne, la decouverte d'un nouveau monde 


que Von regardoit comme une chimere, confondit 


Fignorance prẽſomptueuſe de ceux qui nioient les an- 
tipodes. Chriſtophe Colomb, Genois, avec trois petits 
vaiſſeaux Eſpagnols, eut le courage de chercher, et la 
gloire de trouver I'Amerique, II en découvrit les 
premières Iles, Van 1492; fonda la colonie de Saint- 
Domingue, et decouvrit enſuite le continent. Cette 


partie du monde porte cependant le nom d' Amẽric 

Veſpuce, Florentin, beaucoup moins digne de cel& 
P P 5 

brite. D'un autre cote, les Portugais s 'ouvrirent une 


route inconnue juſqu' aux Indes Orientales, en faiſant 
le tour de l Afrique. Ces prodiges de navigation furent 


le fruit de la bouſſole, inventee par un Napolitain, vers 


la fin du quatorzième ſiècle. Dans le huitieme et le 


£ neuvieme Seele, e ktoient des barbares qui yenoient 


faire 
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poliſhed nations; in this, poliſhed nations invade bar- 
barians, and by their deſpotiſm and tyranny, will juſtify 
the atrocities of the former, and bring a bluſh on —_— 
deſcendants. 

In France, good cheer and the beth culinary art, 
had long conſiſted in a miſtaken profuſion, which 
many kings had endeavoured to repreſs by edits. For 
a long time the Italians had carried the delicacics of 
the table to a great height; during the Italian wars 
they taught conviviality to the French; and the con- 
queſt of the kingdom of Naples, the epoch of a fatal 
diſeaſe, is alſo to France the epoch of an art which 
perhaps i is not leſs pernicious. 


CHAP. XXVI. 
LEWIS XII, SURNAMED THE Farurn 
OF His PEoPLE, 


HARLES VIII dying without children, Lewis XII. : 
grandſon to Lewis duke of Orleans, brother to 
Charles VI, ſucceeded him at the age of thirty-ſix. This 
prince ſeemed born for the welfare of France. Humane, 
generous, equitable, he had beſides all this, the expe- 
Tience acquired by age and the viciſſitudes of fortune. 
Though he had, during his detention after the battle of 
St. Aubin, experienced the worſt treatment, though he 
had been carried from priſon to priſon, and ſhut up in 
thecaſtle of Bourges, where every night he was forced to 
 Neepipanironcage,—he ſacrificed his reſentmentagainſt 
the nobles who had been moſt adverſe to him; and ſaid 
with as much grace as mildneſs to thoſe who incited him 
2 ' ts 
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faire des incurſions chez les peuples polices, dans 
celui-ci ce ſont des peuples polices qui vont ſubjuguer 
des barbares; et qui par leur deſpotiſme et Vexces du 
pouvoir arbitraire juſtifieront les atrocites que les pre- 
miers ont commiſes, et feront rougir leurs deſcendans. 
Tout l'art de la cuiſine, et la bonne chère, avoient 
long- temps confiſte en France dans une profuſion mal · 
entendue, que pluſieurs rois eſſayèrent de reprimer 
par des Edits. Depuis long-temps les Italiens avoient 
porté aflez loin les delices de la table; pendant les 
guerres d' Italie, ils firent connoitre la bonne chere aux 
Frangois; et la conquete du royaume de Naples, epoque 
d'une maladie funeſte, eſt auſſi pour la France celle d'un 


art 0 peut- tre n'eſt oe moins . 


"CHAT. XXVIL 


LOUIS XII, svunnomme LE PERE 
Du PeveLE. 5 
MHARLES VIII <tant mort fans laiſſer d enfants 
Louis XII, petit-fils de Louis duc d'Orleans 
' frere de Charles VI, lui ſucceda a Vage de 36 ans. 
Ce prince ſembloit nẽ pour le bonheur de la France, 
Humain, genereux, Equitable, il ayoit de plus Pex- 
peErience que donnent les ann&es et les revers. Quoi- 
qu'il eũt effuye les plus mauvais traitemens durant 
ſa dẽtention après la bataille de Saint- Aubin, qu'on 
Veut promené de priſons en priſons, que dans le 
chateau de Bourges, on il fut à la fin renferms, on 
le forgat tous les ſoirs d' aller coucher dans une cage 
de fer, il ſacrifia ſes reſſentimens contre les ſeigneurs 
qui lui avoient été le plus contraires, et il dit avec 
autant de b aue de douceur a ceux qui vouloient 
2-4 bVexciter 
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to revenge: © It does not become the king of France 
44 to revenge the quarrels of the duke of Orleans.“ 


This prince really loved his people, and was beloved 
by them. If a deſire of conqueſt had not ſeduced him, 
the kingdom would have become more flouriſhing than 
ever; the impoſts were diminiſhed, the military diſci- 


pline re- eſtabliſned, the adminiſtration of juſtice perfect 


ed, the fanatics repreſſed, and good order maintained. 
Lewis XII was married to a daughter of Lewis XI, 


Jane of France, a virtuous princeſs, but deformed, 


and incapable of having any children. He ſolici- 
ted and obtained a divorce from the pope; and as 
much for ſtate reafons as by inclination, married 
Anne of Britanny, widow of che late king. A ſhort 
time after he laid claim to the duchy of Milan, 


as ſucceeding to the rights of Valentina, his grand- 


mother, and made himſelf maſter of it without 
bloodſhed, Ludovic Sforza, called the Moor, who 


was in poſſeſſion of it, had fled with his family into 


Germany. Ludovic returned, however, at the head 
of an army of Swiſs, and recovered the greateſt part 


af his dominions ; but Lewis having received ſome 


reinforcements from France, the Swiſs refuſed to fight; 
and the duke, who thought to eſcape diſguiſed as a ſol- 

dier, was diſcovered and ſent to France. Louis XII had 
him confined in the caſtle of Loches, where he wanted 
none of the conveniencies a man can deſire, liberty ex- 


ceepted, which could not be granted to him without dan- 


ger; he there died after ten years impriſonment. 
With the view of aſſuring to himſelf of the conqueſt 
of Naples, he concerted his meaſures, on the one hand, 


with the worſt man who ever exiſted, —pope Alexander EL 


. a 88 whoſe ions were entirely directed by 
; ambition, 


% * 
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pexciter à la vengeance: Ce n'gſt point au roi de Franc | 
_ # venger les querelles du duc d'Orltans. | - 
Te prince aimoit reellement ſon peuple, et en Etoit 
aime. Si le goũt des conquetes ne Veit pas ſẽduit, 
le royaume ſeroĩt devenu plus floriſſant que jamais; 
les impots furent diminues, la diſcipline militaire TE- 
tablie, Vadminiſtration de la juſtice perfeQtionnee, les 
procedures abregees, les TID e et 25 : 
bon orgre maintenu. 

Louis XII &toit marie avec une fille Je Louis XI, 
Jeanne de F rance, princeſſe vertueuſe, mais difforme, 
et qui ne pouvoit avoir d'enfans. II ſollicita et obtint 
du pape une ſentence de divorce, et autant par raiſon 
d'etat que par inclination, il épouſa Anne de Bre- 
tagne, veuve du feu roi. Peu de temps apres il fit 
valoir ſes pretentions ſur le duche de Milan, comme 
Etant aux droits de Valentine ſon aicule; et il s'en 
rendit mattre fans rẽpandre une goute de ſang, —Ludo- 
0 Sforce, dit le More, qui en étoit en poſſeſſion, 

toit enfui en Allemagne avec ſa famille. Ludovic 
n er revint a la tète d'une armee de Suiſſes, 
et recouvra la plus grande partie de ſes domaines; mais 
Louis ayant regu de France des renforts, les Suiſſes 
refusèrent de combattre; et le duc qui cherchoit a 
2 'tchapper dẽguiſe en ſoldat, fut dẽcouvert et envoyẽ 
en France. Louis XII le fit enfermer au chateau de 
Loches, oi de tous les biens que l' homme peut deſirer, 

il ne luĩ manquoit que la liberté, qo 'on ne pouvoit lui 
accorder ſans peril;.il y mourut après 10 ans de priſon. 

Dans la vue de s'aſſurer la _conquete de Naples, 
Louis s'ẽtoĩt concerts d'une part avec le plus mechant 
homme qui füt jamais, le pape Alexandre VI, pon- 


0 : dont toutes les a Etojent reglees. ſur: 
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ambition or intereſt; and on the other, with Ferdinand 
the Catholic, a ſubtle and perfidious prince, who laugh- 
ed at treaties, and always affected that zeal for religion 
which renders knaves ſo dangerous. The king of 
France, more ſincere and leſs prudent, was completely 
their dupe; he loſt two battles, and all his conqueſts. 
It was in 1506 that thoſe famous States General were 
aſſembled at Tours, who, after having given to Louis 
XII the higheſt title kings. can have, that of Father of 
bis People, repaired a material fault he had committed, 
by diſmembering a part of his dominions, to give them 
as a dowry to his eldeſt daughter, whom he had pro- 
miſed to Charles of Auſtria, fince known by the names 
of Charles the Fifth. The States cauſed that promiſe 
to be retrafted, and Claude of France married Francis, 
count of Angouleme, heir apparent to the crown. 
The following year, the city of Genoa, which was 
ten dependent on the duchy of Milan, revolted. Lewis, 
in perſon, marched againſt the Genoeſe, put them to 
flight, confined his vengeance to this victory, and par- 
doned them. He afterwards entered Genoa in triumph, 
having upon his coat of arms a king of bees repreſented 
in the midſt of his ſwarm, with this motto, both ingeni- 
ous and ſublime: © The king we obey uſes no ſting.” ' 
Some time after, war was declared againft the Vene- 


tians, who had aggrandized themſelves at the expence 


of their neighbours, and whoſe ambition rendered 
them inſupportable. 5 
To humble this proud „ How was an al- 
liance made at Cambray, between the emperor, pope 
Julius II, the king of F rance, and the king of Spain. 
Hurried into this league with his natural enemies, from 
an idea that the Venctians, whoſe friendſhip he ſhould 
| | rather 
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Pantbition ou Vinteret;etdeVautreavecle roĩ d Eſpagne, 
Ferdinand Te Catholique, prince roſs et perfifie, qui 
ſe jouoit des traitẽs, et affectoit toujours ce zèle de 
religion par lequel les fourbes ſe rendent ſi dangereux. 
Le roi de France, plus ſincère et moins prudent, fut 
complettement leur dupe: il PRO: deux. batailles et 
toutes ſes conquètes. | OPT 
C'eſt en 1506, que furent aſſembles A ils ces 
fameux Etats Generaux, qui apres avoir defere à Louis 
XII le plus beau titre que les rois puiſſent porter, celui 
de Pre du Peuple, reparerent une faute tres-grave qu'il 
venoit de faire. Il avoit demembre une partie de ſes 
Etats, pour les donner en dot i fa fille aince, qu'il avoĩt 
promiſe à Charles d' Autriche connu depuis ſous le 
nom de Charles-Quint. Les Etats le firent rẽtracter, 
et Claude de France ẽpouſa Frangois, comte CP 
me, heritier preſomptif de la conronne. 
L'annce ſuivante, la ville de Genes, qui A6pbindoat 
alors du duché de Milan, fe révolta. Louis maycha 
en perſonne contre les GEnois, les mit en fuite, borna 
fa vengeance à cette viftoire, et leur pardonna. Ilentra 
enſuite en triomphe dans Genes, ayant ſur ſa cotte 
d'armes un roi d' Abeilles au milieu de fon effaim, avec 
cette deviſe ingenieuſe-et eee we Ivo uritur Ds. 
© rex cui paremus.” | an een 
Peu de temps après, on declara by guerre aux ve. 
nitiens qui s'étojent agrandis aux dépens de leurs 
yoiſins, et que leur ambition rendoit inſupportables. 
Pour humilier cette rẽpublique orgueilleuſe, il ſe 
fit à Cambrai une alliance entre l'empereur, le pape 
Jules II, le roi de France, et celui d'Eſpagne. En- 
tratnẽ dans cette ligue avec ſes ennemis naturels, par 
Fidee que les Venitiens, dont il auroit du plut6teulti- 
Vor. 8 D a ver 
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rather have cultivated, had contributed to make him 
_ loſe the kingdom of Naples. Lewis was the firſt wo 
entered the field againſt them, in 1509. The pope 
aſſailed them with anathemas ; but bulls-did not fright- - 
en them. The king of France, at the head of his 


army, appeared more formidable. This prince having 


Joined them near” Agnadel, panted for combat, It 
was repreſented to him that he had to do with a wiſe ene- 
my, againſt whom he could not be too cautious. © I ſhall 
« give them,” ſaid he, ** ſo many madmen to manage, 
that, in ſpite of all their wiſdom, they will not be able 
to conquer them.” The king himſelf encountered 
the greateſt dangers. Being many times requeſted to 
keep at a diſtance: © That's nothing,“ ſaid he, “ let 
« thoſe who are afraid ſtand behind me.“ This time 
the impetuofity of the French triumphed, and the, 
Venetians were totally defeated. Moſt of their places 
immediately were ſeized upon. Had Lewis purſued his 
conqueſts, they would have been loſt without reſource; 
but the policy of the pope ſaved them. Having got 
what he wiſhed for, he turned himſelf againſt Lewis 
who had taken the road to France, laboured every 
- where to raiſe up. enemies againſt him, detached the. 
Swiſs from his alliance, leagued himſelf with Spain 
and England, inſomuch that in the year 1510, all theſe 
powers, with Venice, united themfelyes againſt France. 
Lewis XII would not take up arms againſt the pope, 
without firſt conſulting the clergy of his kingdom: he 
aſſembled them at Tours, and their anſwers was dic- 
tated by reaſon and the rights of nations, They decided 
that this war was lawful, that it was neceſſary to obſerve 
the Pragmatick- ſanction, and not to ſend any more 
| money to Rome. They even granted a ſubſidy on 
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ver Vamitie, avoient contribué à lui faire perdre le 
royaume de Naples, Louis fut le premier qui entra en 
campagne contre eux, en 1509. Le pape les foudroya 


d'anathèmes; mais ſes bulles ne les effrayoient point. 


Le roi de France, i la tete de ſon armee, leur parut 


plus formidable. Ce prince les ayant atteints aupres 
-d'Agnadel, Etoit impatient de combattre. On lui re- 
-prEſenta qu'il avoit affaire à des ennemis ſages, contre 


leſquels il ne pouvoit trop ſe munir de precautions. 


% ſe leurdonnerai,” dit-il; © tant de fous a gouver-. 


© ner, _— toute leur ſageſſe, ils n'en viendront 
pas à bout.” Le, roi lui-mieme $'cxpoſa aux plus 


grands perils.. On le pria pluſieurs fois de s'ẽloigner. 
Ce reſt rien,“ dit-il, 2000 een qui ont peur ſe 


« mettent derrière moi.” Cette fois Vimpetuoſite 


 Frangoiſe triompha, et les Veaitiens furent entisre- 


ment dẽfaits. On ſe ſaiſit auffitot de la plupart de leurs 


places. Si Louis edit pourſuivi ſes conquetes, ils ẽtoĩent 
perdus ſans reſſource; mais la politique du pape les 
ſauva. Ayant eu ce qu'il vouloit, il ſe tourna contre 


Louis qui avoit repris le chemin de la France, travailla 
partout a lui ſuſciter des ennemis, détacha les Suiſſes 


de fon alliance, ſe ligua avec VEſpagne et FAngle- 
terre, de ſorte que dans Vannee 1510, toutes ces puiſ- 
ſances, avec a ſe réunirent contre la France. 


Wen XII ne W obint 5 tis ates dts | 


"i pape, fans conſulter auparavant le clerge de ſon 


royaume: il Faſſembla a Tours, et les reponſes du 


. clerge furent diQees par la raiſon et le droit des gens. 
On decida que la guerre <toit legitime, qu'il falloit 
obſerver la Pragmatique, et ne plus envoyer d'argent 


1 


* F 


a Rome. On accorda meme un ſubſide ſur les biens 
| D 2 F 
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eccleſiaſtical property, to ſupport the honour of the 
crown againſt the Roman pontiff. Julius only be- 
came more proud and obſtinate by it; he ſet all 


Europe in motion, and without being daunted by 
any thing, ardently preſſed the war. He, in perſon, 


beſieged la Mirandola, which he took by ſtorm, and 


courageouſſy waited for the French army. It was com- 


manded by Gaſton de Foix, duke of Nemours, nephew 
to Louis XII. This young prince, as wiſe as he was 
valiant, defeated the forces of the confederates near Ra- 

venna; but this battle which he had gained, coſt him 
his life, and the death of this hero was a fatal ſtroke 
to the French. They loſt all the places they held in 
Italy; the generals did not agree, the king was ſparing 
of money, the confederates had fuperior forces, and 


_ it was neceſſary to evacuate the country entirely. 


Soon after France was attacked by the emperor, Eng- 
land, and the Swifs. If Henry VIII, who had made 
an irruption into Picardy, had joined with the Swiſs, 
Lewis had every reaſon to fear that he ſhould ſee him- 


ſelf totally ruined; but inſtead of advancing into the 
heart of the kingdom, be amuſed. himſelf with the 


ſiege of Terouane; the French advanced to make him 


raiſe it, and were routed near Guinegate. This is 


what is called the battle of Spurs, becauſe the French 
made more uſe of them than of their arms. 


The following year, 1514, Anne of Britanny being \ 
: ed Lewis, in hopes of having a ſon, and under the 
neceſſity of weakening too formidable a league, made 


peace with Henry VIII, whoſe ſiſter he married, a prin- 


ceſs of great beauty; but inſtead of receiving a portion 
with her, it coſt him à million of crowns. Lewis 


_ . years . he * his age, and his 


Xe | weak 
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ecclẽſiaſtiques, pour ſoutenir rhonneur de la couronne 
contre le pontife romain. Jules n'en devint que plus 
fier et plus opiniatre; i} donna le mouvement a toute 
Europe, et ſans s'ẽtonner de rien, preſſa vivement 
la guerre. II aſſiẽgea lui-mEme la Mirandole, qu'il 
prit d'aſſaut, et attendit avec courage Varmee Fran- 
goiſe. Elle Etoit commandee par Gaſton de Foix, duc 
de Nemours, neveu de Louis XII. Ce jeune prince 
auſſi ſage que vaillant, defit celle des confederes pres 
de Ravenne; mais cette bataille, qu'il gagna, lui 
couta la vie, et la mort de ce heros fut un coup fatal 
pour la France. On perdit bient6t toutes les places 
qu'on tenoit en Italie; les genEraux ne s'accordoĩent 
point, le roi Epargnoit l'argent, les confEderes ayoient - 
des forces ſupericures, et il fallut Evacuer enticre- 
ment le pays. 4 
ZBientòõt apres la B fot 3 par . : 
PAngleterre et les Suiſſes. $i Henri VIII, qui avoit 
fait une irruption en Picardie, ſe fut joint aux Suiſſes, 
Louis avoit tout lieu de craindre de ſe voir totale- 
ment ruine. Mais aw lieu de $'avancer dans le cœur 
du royaume, il s'amuſa a faire le ſisge de Terouane. 
Les Frangois $Savancerent pour le lui faire lever, et 
furent mis en deroute auprès de Guinegate, C'eſt ce 
Ju'on appelle la journce des Eperons, parce que les 
Frangois en firent plus d' uſage que de leurs armes. 
L'annee ſuivante, 1514, la reine Anne de Bretagne 
tant morte, Louis XII, dans Veſptrance d'avoir un fils, 
et dans la neceffire d'affoiblir une ligue trop formida- 
ble, fit ſa paix avec Henri VIII, dont il épouſa la 
ſceur, princeſſe d'une grande beauté; mais au lieu de 
recevoir une dot, il lui en couta un million d'6cus. 
e Etoit figs de 53 ans; il oublia ſon ige et la 
| 30 „ foibleſſe 
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weak conſtitution, when near the young queen; a vio- 


Jent illneſs carried him off in 1515, after three months 


marriage, as he was making great preparations for war 
to recover the duchy of Milan. | | 
If Louis XII was neither a great hero, nor a great 
politician, he had the more precious glory —of being a 
good king, and his ey will always be n 5 


poſterity. 
The rendes were light utes Charles VIII: 
Lewis XII ſtill Iefſened them more than one half, 


and rendered the manner of gathering thoſe which 


remained leſs burthenſome; an army of exciſemen, 


that deſolated France, was entirely ſuppreſſed. Nor 


» 


did he ever exact new ſubſidies for the Italian wars; 


his ſubje&s only loſt their blood on the other ſide the 


Alps. If he employed a dangerous reſource, till then 
little known, the fale of offices, he did not extend it to 


thoſe of judicature, which, of all others, are the leaſt fit 
to be ſold. The dignity of the robe was ſtill given only to 


ſuch as diſtinguiſhed themſelves by their enlightened 


_ underſtanding and their virtues. — 


The parliament of Paris being ee to the 


dentary, Philip the Fair and his ſucceſſors, had in- 
ſtituted ſeveral others, which likewiſe were an emana- 
tion from the king's court of juſtice, not from the 


States General, or the General Afemibly in March, 
called alſo parliament, from the words parler ment, 
which, in the old law-ſtyle, ſignify to ſpeak one's mind. 
Lewis XII added two parliaments to the five others he 


found eſtabliſhed by his predeceſſors. He had the 


_ greateſt regard for theſe intermediate bodies between 


nn and his people; and . juſtly commends 


extent of its territory, ſince it had been made ſe- 


the 
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ſoibleſſe de ſon temperament aupres de la jeune reine; 
et une maladie violente Vemporta en 1515, au bout 
de trois mois de mariage, comme il faiſoit de grands 
| preparatifs de guerre pour recouvrer le duchẽ de Milan. 

Si Louis XII ne fut ni-un grand heros, ni un grand 
politique, il eut la gloire plus prẽcieuſe -d tre un bon 
roi, et ſa memoire er toujours en benédiction a 2 
poſterite, 

Les imp6ts<toient ein Gus Charles VIII, Loni 
XII les diminua encore de plus de moitié, et il ren- 
dit moins onereuſe la perception de ceux qu'il con- 

ſerva; une armee de commis, qui defoloit la France, 
fat preſque entièrement ſupprimee. Jamais il n'exigea 
de nouveaux ſubſides pour les guerres d'Italie; la na- 
tion ne perdit que ſon ſang au deli des Alpes. S'il 
employa une reſſource dangereuſe, juſqu' alors peu 
connue, la venalite des charges, il ne Vetendit point 
aux offices de judicature, les moins ſuſceptibles de 
venalite, Les dignites de la robe ne ſe donnoient 
encore qu'a ceux qui ſe e ou leur lumisres 
et leurs vertus. 

Le parlement de paris ne Fauvant plus ſuffire a 

 Pertendue de ſon reſſort, depuis qu'il ayoit ẽtẽ rendu 
 ſedentaire, Philippe le Bel et ſes ſueceſſeurs en avoient 
inſtitué pluſieurs autres, qui tous etoient pareillement 
une Emanation de la cour de juſtice du. fouyerain, 
et non des Etats Generaux ou de Vaſſemblte du Champ 
de Mars, qu'on appeloit auſſi parlement d'un ancien 
terme de loi, parler ment qui fignifie : dire ce qu n 
penſe. Louis XII ajouta deux parlemens aux cinq 
autres qu'il trouva Etablis par ſes predccefſeurs. II 
avoit les plus grands égards pour ces corps interm6- 
dates entre lui et ſon peuple; et Phiſtoire cẽlèbre 
. Ates 
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the edi& by which they are- permitted to recall to his 
mind the fundamental laws of the kingdom, fhiould he 
ever venture to deviate from them. 

In every reſpect rewards ſought out merit, which it is 


ſhameful to reduce fo far as to ſolicit them, The king 


had two exact liſts, the one of the favours in his diſ- 
poſal, the other of the perſons moſt to be recommen- 
ded in each province. Was there a place vacant, or a 
benefice, it was for the moſt worthy; and this is per- 


haps the beſt method to ſecure the welfare of a moe 8 


narchy. 

Inexorable towards the enemies bi the ſtate, 4 
XII maintained no animoſity againſt his own enemies. 
Some comedians having ridiculed him, his courtiers vain- 
ly excited him to puniſh them. Let them alone, 
ſaid he, they have thought I was worthy of hearing 
1 the truth; nor are they miſtaken, They have ban- 
s tered me on account of my. thrift; but 1 chooſe 
« rather ſtill to bear this ridicule, than to deſerve to 
«© be reproached with Nai a ſquanderer at the ex- 
« penſe of my ſubjeas.” In effect, with thirteen 


„ millions of revenue, — worth about fifty at pre- 5 


ſent, — be ſupported the dignity of the throne, and 
provided for every thing. The revenue of his demeſnes 
was ſufficient to his luxury, and the impoſts levied on 
the people were devoted to the happineſs of the people. 
He faid, that the juſtice of a prince obliges him rather 
to owe nothing, than his grandeur to beſtow large 
ſums. The ſtate was not in debt, abundance reigned 
in every province; juſtice was expeditiouſly adminiſ- 
tered, and almoſt without any expenſe; in a word, 
* he had taken Trajan for his model, and he made 
3 8 Offices his Audy. He was Want of the belles · 
8 2 1 | lettres, 
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avec raiſon Vedit par lequel il leur permet de lui rap- 
peler les lois fondamentales du "One: i 1 
11 oſont s'en Ecarter. | 

En 11 5 0 récompenſes alloĩent chercher 
le mérite, qu'il eſt honteux de reduire à les ſolliciter. 
Le roi avoit deux liſtes exactes, l'une des graces qui 


_  Etoient a ſa diſpoſition, autre des perſonnes les plus 


„ 


recommandables dans chaque province. Vaquoit-il 
un poſte, un benefice, —c'Etoit pour le plus digne; et 
voila peut-etre le meilleur [dares ee le ene 
d'une monarchie. 5 Th b 


g 3 pour + ho ennemis de Petat, Louis XII 
Etoit ſans. colère pour ſes propres ennemis. Des 

comediens l'ayant tourne en ridicule, ſes courtiſans 
Vexcitèrent en vain à les punir. Laiſſez- les faire,” 
dit-il, „ils m'ont cru digne d'entendre la vérité'; 

« ils ne fe ſont point trompés. Ils m'ont plaiſante 
„% ſur mon economie ; mais j'aime encore mieux 
« ſouffrir ce ridicule, que de meriter. le reproche 
% d' etre prodigue aux dépens de mes ſujets. En 
effet, avec 13 millions de revenu, qui en valoient 
environ 50 d'aujourd'hui, il ſoutint la majeſts du. 
trone; et fournit à tout. Le revenu de ſon domaine 
ſuffiſoit à ſon luxe, et les impöts levés ſur le peuple 
Etoient conſacrẽs au bonheur du peuple. II difoit 
que la juſtice d'un prines oblige à ne rien devoir, 
plutòôt que ſa grandeur a beaucoup donner.  L'etat- 
n'ẽtoit point endette, Pabondance regnoit dans les 
provinces, la juſtice ſe rendoit promptement et preſ- 
que ſans frais. En un mot il avoit pris Trajan pour 
ns et il faiſoit ſon ẽtude des offices de Ciceron. 
| II 
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lettres, and of hiſtory in particular, as every prince 


ought. to be, both for his own en and that of 
his people. 


Lewis XIII had attained ſo far as to 1 OR the military 


in ſubjection; but he had moſt at heart the reformation 
of the monks. He did every thing in his power, as a 
man, and could not ſucceed, though he was neither 
the ſlave nor the dupe of the popes;;—the age 'of this 
prince was Aill that of prejudice, 


[Whatever merit a prince may poſſeſs, as it is im- 
poſſible that he can himſelf attend to every thing, his 
firſt talent is to know how to chooſe his miniſters. 
Lewis XII was ſo lucky as to meet with one who could 
bend to his views, George af Amboiſe,—a prelate com- 
mendable in many reſpe&s,—a cardinal with a fingle 
benefice, —aminiſter without pride and without avarice, 
zealous for the king, a friend to the tate, and who 


aſpired to papacy with the ſole view of ſerving his 


country. Such is the character given him by moſt 
hiſtorians, who make part of his maſter's glory reflect 


upon him, However, if his conduct ſhould happen 
to be analyſed, the motives of his actions weighed, 


the reſult of his meaſures conſidered, one would be 
tempted to think, that Amboiſe, who, under a Lewis 
X11, was the inſtrument of beneficence, might, perhaps, 
under a Philip the Fair, have been the tool of tyranny. 
The following is the opinion which the Marquis of 


| Argenſon, both a miniſter and philoſopher, has given of 
this celebrated man, and it cannot be diſputed but that 


he was very competent to eſtimate the proper value f 
miniſters and kings. But the concluſion which may | 


be drawn is s Zarming—that —__ it be very un- 
5 — 
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II aima les lettres, et Vhiſtoire en particulier, comme 
tout prince devroit les aimer, ſoit pour fa propre i in- 
ſtruction, ſoit pour celle de ſes peuples. 
Louis XII étoit parvenu à contenir le militaire: 
mais une réforme qu'il avoit le plus a cœur, c'ẽtoit 
celle des moines. II fit humainement parlant tout 
ce qui ᷑toit en ſon pouvoir, et quoiqu'il ne fũt ni 
PFeſclave ni la dupe des papes, il ne put jamais y reuſlic; 
—le ſiecle de ce prince toit encore celui des prejuges.. 


Quelque merite qu' ait un prince, comme il eſt im- 
poſſible qu'il faſſe tout par lui-meme, ſon premier 
talent eſt de ſavoir ſe choiſir des miniſtres. Louis XII 
eut le bonheur d'en rencontrer un qui put ſe plier 
I ſes vues, George d'Ambaiſe, —prelat recommanda- 
ble a beaucoup d'egards,—cardinal avec un ſeul bẽnẽ - 
fice,—miniftre ſans orgueil et ſans avarice, ZEle pour 
le roi, ami de Vetat, et qui n'aſpira à la papaute que 
dans la vue de ſervit ſa patrie. Tel eſt le temoignage | 
que lui rendent la plupart des hiſtoriens, et ils font 
rejaillir ſur lui une partie de la gloire de fon maitre, 
Neanmoins fi l'on venoit a analyſer fa conduite, 4 
peſer les motifs de ſes actions, à conſiderer le rẽſultat 
de ſes demarches, on feroit tente de croire que fi 
d' Amboiſe fut ſous un Louis XII Finſtrument de 
la bienfaiſance, il eũt peut - Etre Ete ſous un . 
le Bel Pinftrument de la e | | 

Voict le jugement qu'un miniſtre obileſophe; Mr. 
le Marquis d'Argenſon, a porté de cet homme cElebre, 
et l'on ne peut nier qu'il ne füt tres en état d'ap- 
prétier à leur juſte valeur les miniſtres et les rois. 
Mais la concluſion qu'on en pourra titer eſt effrayan- 
te, —c'eſt que sil eſt très- rare qu'il ſe trouve de 
e | bons 
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common to meet good kings, it is ſtill more ſo to meet 


good miniſters. 


There are reigns which owe every thing to miniſters; 
and there are others wherein kings and miniſters have 
concurred ſo well together, as to make the people 


equally obliged to them; but it appears. to be proved 


by the reign of Lewis XII, that ſometimes a good 


king alone acts well, and that a miniſter is no more 


than the executor of his wiſe decrees : yet the miniſter 
partakes of the glory and merit of the king's wiſdom; 
eſpecially when the latter is prudent enough n be 


4 


Cardinal d' Amboiſe, continues Mr. d' Argenſon, bad 
no other virtues than thoſe of his maſter; but Lewis 
XII poſſeſſed ſuch as acquired him the flattering title 
of Father of his People. George d' Amboiſe had wit, 
abilities and addreſs ; he uſed them principally to make 
his fortune, and it was not his fault that he did not 
make it more conſiderable than it really was Lewis ä 
XII was a mild and good man, but fearing to act ac- 
cording to his own manner of thinking, he aſked 
advice of others; and d'Amboiſe was, perhaps, more 
artful and political in his counſels, than candid and 
zealous for the real intereſts of his prince and country; 
ſo that all the merit of the reign of Lewis XII is due 
to the monarch, and the blame to the firſt miniſter, 5 


. George d' Amboiſe attached himſelf early i in- life to 


the houſe of Orleans, which he never quitted, He ; 


began his career with being chaplain to Lewis XI, 


although he was not then in holy orders; his youth did 
not prevent him being elected in 1475, biſhop of 


Montauban. * ur * the regency of Madame de 
. Beaujeu 
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bons Trois, il eſt encore ag rare 21 een _ 
miniſtres. 
II y a des regnes' qui doivent tout aux e 
et il y en a d'auttes où les rois et leurs miniſtres ont 
concouru fi bien enſemble, que les peuples leur ont 
une Egale obligation; mais il paroit prouve par fe 
regne de Louis XII, qu'il y en a pendant leſquels 
un bon roi opere ſeul le bien, et le miniſtre n'eſt 
qu'un ſimple exẽcuteur de ſes ſages 'yolontes: cepen- 
dant le miniſtre partage la gloire et le mérite de la 
ſageſſe du roi; ſurtout quand celui -· ci eſt aſſez bon 
pour n' etre pas jaloux de la reputation de ſon miniſtre. 
Le Cardinal d' Amboiſe, continue M. d' Argenſon, 
n'eut d'autres vertus que celles de ſon maitre; mais 
Louis XII en pofſedoit qui lai ont acquis le beau 
titre de Pere de ſes Peuples. George d' Amboiſe avoit 
de Veſprit, de Vhabilete, de l'adreſſe; il Sen eſt prin- 
cipalement ſervi pour faire ſa fortune, et ce n'eſt pas 
ſa faute s'il ne Va' pas pouſſẽe encore plus loin; 
Louis XII étoit bon et doux, mais il ſe méfioit de 
lui-mème, il conſaltoit; et d'Amboiſe mettoit, peut- 
etre, pius d' adreſſè et de politique dans ſes conſeils, 


que de candeur et de zèle pour les veritables intéréts 


de ſon prince et de ſa patrie : de ſorte que tout ce qui 
veſt fait de bien ſous le regne de Louis XII appartient 
au monarque, et que le blame de ce qfii-selt fait de 
mal doit tomber ſur le premier miniſtree c 
© George d' Amboiſe s'attacha de bonne heure a ha 
maiſon d' Orléans, qu'il ne quitta jamais. II com- 
menga ſa cartiere par etre aumGnier: de Louis XI, 
quoiqu'il ne füt point encore dans les ordres ſacrés; 
Fa Feunefſe ne l'empecha point d'stre, en 1475, Elu 
'Eveque de Montauban. Durant la regencetde' madame 


— 
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Beavjeu, the prelate was juſtly ſulpeRted of being the 
accomplice of ſome perſons who attempted to make 
themſelves maſters of the perſon of Charles VIII; he 
-prattled with him, making him recite his prayers, or 
rather he pretended to make him do it. The young 
monarch expreſſed to him ſome deſire of being releaſed 
from the power of his eldeſt fiſter. The biſhop in- 
formed the duke of Orleans of it. The king's eſcape 
was determined upon: but Madame de Beaujeu being 
advertiſed of what had paſſed, immediately cauſed the 


young biſhop, who had juſt been elected archbiſhop of 


Narbonne, to be arreſted. The duke of Orleans 
would have been in the ſame ſituation, had he not 
taken refuge in Britanny. However the impriſon- 
ment of Amboiſe was not of long duration; he pro- 
teſted his innocence; to prove which, he appealed to 


the king himſelf, who not wiſhing to make depo- 


ſitions againſt him, he got rid of the affair. 

Lewis, duke of Orleans, as has been ſaid, was ak. 2 
* at the battle of St. Aubin, and conducted to the 
great tower of Bourges. The archbiſhop of Narbonne, 


conſtant in his attachment to the duke, uſed every effort 


to procure him his liberty; and when his place of chap- 


lain to the king was reſtored to him, had recourſe to 


the ſame means as before. He perſuaded Charles VIII 
that it was equally juſt and conducive to his intereſt, 


to pardon the firſt prince of his blood, and to take him 


out of priſon, unknown to Madame de Beaujeu. The 
king followed his advice, and went himſelf to open 
the gates of the tower of Bourges for the duke of 
Orleans. This prince was not ungrateful, Being 
afterwards inveſted with the government of N ormihdy, 
e 5 found means 20 change Amboiſe from the 
| | arch- 


/ 
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Beaujeu, le prelat fut ſoupconne avec gudement d' tre 


complice d'une tentative pour ſe rendre maitre de la 


perſonne de Charles VIII; il cauſoit avec lui, en lui 
faiſant reciter, ou plutor ſous pretexte de lui faire 
reciter ſes prieres., Le jeune monarque lui temoigna 
quelque defir de ſecouer le joug de ſa ſœut ainee, 
L'eveque en avertit le due d' Orléans. La fuite du roi 
fut reſolue; mais madame de Beaujeu, en ayant été 
avertie, fit auffit6t arrèter le jeune EvEque, qui venoit 
d' etre ẽlu archeveque de Narbonne. Le duc d'Orleans 
eũt eu le meme ſort, $'il ne ſe fit rẽfugiẽ en Bretagne, 
La priſon d' Amboiſe ne fut cependant pas longue. 
Il proteſta de ſon innocence, en pen au temoignage 
du roi meme, et Charles VIII n'ayant pas roule | 
 depoſer contre lui, il ſe tira d'affaire. Fl) 


Louis, duc d' Orleans, : far, comme. on. I'a dit, fait 


pri ſonnier à la bataille de Saint-Aubin, et conduit dans 


la groſſe tour de Bourges. L'archevẽque de N arbonne, 
conſtant dans ſon attachement pour le duc, fit tous ſes 
efforts pour lui procurer ſa liberté. Rentré dans ſon 
poſte d'aumönier du roi, il ſe ſervit encore des memes 


moyens dont il avoit d&ja fait uſage, Il fit ſentir à Charles 
VIII, qu'il ẽtoit également de fa juſtice et de ſon intẽ - 


ret, de faire grice au premier prince de ſan ſang, et de le 
tirer de priſon a Vinſgu de madame de Beaujeu. Le 
roi ſuivit ce conſeil, et alla lai-meme ouvrir les portes 
de la tour de Bourges au due d' Orléans. Ce prince 
ne fut point ingrat. Ayant eu enſuite le gouverne 
ment de Normandie, il trouva bientot moyen de 
* paſſer d' Amboiſe de Parcheveche de Narbonne 


2 cglui de Rouen, et le declara en meme temps ſon 
2 5 3 lieutefanf- 
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_ archbiſhopric of Nba to that of Rouen, and de- 
clared him at the ſame time his lieutenant- general and 
commander in Normandy. Amboiſe employed him- 
ſelf in reſtoring tranquillity to this province, which 
was infeſted with thieves and highwaymen; in this he 
ſeconded the intentions of the duke of Orleans. He 
regulated alſo his dioceſe with zealand wiſdom ; but he 
ſoon thought himſelf obliged to go to Italy, upon the 
ſervice of the duke his protector; accompanied him 
into the Milaneſe, and never left him during the two 
years, 1404 and 1495, which this prince paſſed there. 
The laſt year was terminated by the ſiege of Novara, 

which Lewis courageouſſy ſuſtained. Amboiſe gave 
him not only political but military advice; it is even 
faid that he fought: in Ps -as well as ſeveral other 


by biſhops. 


Charles VIII died in 1498. rd XII aſcended 


- the throne, and Amboiſe was made his firſt miniſ- 


ter, with ſo much the more confidence and power, 
as the good king, who was willing to forget the inju- 

ries which had been done to the duke of Orleans; - 
made it his duty to reward thoſe who had ſerved him. 
The firſt ſervice which Amboiſe, newly promoted to 
a cardinalſhip, did his maſter, was to diſſolve his mar- 
riage with the youngeſt daughter of Lewis XI, and 
facilitate the means of his eſpouſing the widow of bis 
predeceſſor. It muſt be allowed that the ſervice was 
great, and at once conformable to good policy, and 
the real inclinations of Lewis XII. But to bring it 
about, it was neceſſary to mahage the worſt pope that 
was ever at the head of the church of Rome (Alex- 
der VI); and this was carried ſo far, that the King 


thought himſelf obliged to receive with the greateſt 
| honours 
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lieutenant-général et commandant en Normandie. 
D' Amboiſe s'occupa d'abord a rendre la paix à cette 
province infeſtee de voleurs et de brigands; en cela 
il ſuivit les intentions du duc d' Orléans. D'ailleurs 
il regla ſon dioceſe avec zele et avec ſageſſe; mais il ſe 
crut bient6t oblige de courit en Italie, toujours pour 
le ſervice du duc ſon protecteur; il Paccompagna dans 
le Milanez, et ne le quitta point pendant les deux 
années 1494 et 1495, que ce prince y reſta. La der- 
nière finit par le fiege de Novarre, que Louis ſoutint 
avec courage. D'Amboiſe lui donnoit des conſeils 
non-ſeulement politiques, mais militaires; on pretend 
meme qu'il combattit en perſonne, au bien que plu- 
ſieurs autres EyEques. ES | =. 


5 Charles VIII mourut en 1498. Louis XII monta 
ſur le tr6ne, et d'Amboiſe fut ſon premier miniſtre, 
avec d' autant plus de confiance et de rein que 
le bon roi, qui vouloit oublier les injures qu'on avoit 
faites au duc d' Orleans, ſe faiſoit un devoir de rẽcom- 
penſer les ſervices qu'on lui avoit rendus. D' Amboiſe 
fat promu au cardinalat. Le premier ſervice que le 
nouveau cardinal rendit à ſon maitre, fut de faire 
rompre ſon mariage avec la ſeconde fille de Louis XI, 
et de lui faciliter ainſi le bonheur d'ẽpouſer la veuve de 
ſon predeceſſeur. 11 faut convenir que ce ſervice fut 
grand, et conforme tout a la fois et a la politique 

bien entendue, et à Vinclination réelle de Louis XII; 
mais il fut néceſſaire, pour y parvenir, de menager 
le plus mauvais pape que Fegliſe ait jamais eu [Alex - 
andre VI); et ce menagement fut porte fi loin, que 
le roi ſe crut oblige de recevoir avec les plus grands 
Vos. the 2 > huonneurs 
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honours Cæſar Borgia, baſtard of that unworthy pon- 
tiff, to confer upon him dignities, and make him 
grants in France. If there were any political reaſons 
which authoriſed this conduct in- Lewis XII, they 
were certainly different from his way of thinking. 
The miniſter who perſuaded him, had more conſide- 
rable perſonal intereſts in view; he wiſhed to form 
himſelf a party in the ſacred college, and already con- 
ceived the project of ſucceeding Alexander VI upon 
the pontifical throne. This ambitious idea made 
Amboiſe engage his maſter in the Italian expedition. 

The firſt campaigns were favourable, Lewis triumph- 

ed over Ludovic Sforza; but the latter cauſed a revolt 
ſoon after in Milan. The cardinal was made gover- 
nor of the Milaneſe; and he pardoned, in the king's 
name, the people of Milan their revolt; this parade 
was neceſſary to his plans of ambition. He was after- 
wards employed to accommodate a difference between 
the republics of Piſa and Florence; he gave his judg- 
ment in favour of the latter, and 12 5885 the former 
in perſon. 

Alexander VI was ſtill ow bus wer old and as 
miſchievous as ever ; but Amboiſe hot wiſhing any 
longer to loſe fight of the court of France, returned 
to it in quality of legate, which gave him an oppor- . 
tunity of drawing immenſe ſums from the clergy and 
people, without its being known. He poſſeſſed but 
one benefice, which was the archbiſhopric of Rouen ; 
but he diſpoſed of others in favour of his relations and 
friends, and to Italian cardinals whom he kept in his 
intereſt, He determined Lewis XII to engage again 
in awarin Italy, upon the faith of a treaty with Fer- 


dinand of Arragon, one Ag the moſt perfidious prin- 
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honneurs Cefar Borgia, batard de cet indigne pon- 

tife, et de lui accorder des dignites et de grandes terres 
en France. S'il y avoit eu quelques raiſons politiques 
qui euſſent pu conſeiller cette conduite à Louis XII, 
elles ẽtoient certainement bien Eloignees de fa fagon 

de penſer. Le miniſtre qui l'y entraina, avoit des 
interets perſonnels bien plus conſiderables ; il vouloit 
ſe former un parti dans le facre college, et il con- 
cevoit deja le projet de ſucceder à Alexandre VI ſur . 
le tröne pontifical. Ce fureht les idées ambitieuſes 
qui porterent d'Amboiſe a engager ſon maitre dans 
expedition d'Italie. . 
' Les premieres campagnes furent heureuſes, Louis 
triompha de Ludovic Sforce; mais celui-ci fit bientot 
apres reyolter Milan. Le cardinal fut fait gouverneur 
du Milanez, et pardonna au nom du roi avec Eclat au 
peuple de Milan: cette ceremonie de parade Etoit en- 
core neceffaire a ſes projets ambitieux. Charge enſuite 
d'accommoder un differend entre les republiques de 
Piſe et de Florence, il jugea en faveur de la derniere 
de ces villes, et affiegea l'autre en perſonne. | 
Alexandre VI vivoit encore, quoiqu'auſſi vieux 
que méchant; cependant d'Amboiſe ne voulant pas 
perdre plus long- temps de vue la cour de France, y re- 
vint avec la qualité de legat, qui lui donna occaſion 
de tirer de groſſes ſommes du clerge et du peuple, ſans 
que cela parut, II ne pofſedoit qu'un ſeul benefice, 
qui ẽtoit Parcheveche de Rouen; mais il diſpoſoit des 
autres en faveur de ſes parens, de ſes amis, et des 
cardinaux Italiens qu'il menageoit. II determina . 
Louis XII a s'engager de nouveau dans une guerre 
en Italie, ſur la foi d'un traité avec le plus perfide | 
de tous les princes, Ferdinand d' Aragon. Cette 
E 2 guerre 
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| ces. This was an unfortunate war for the French. 
It became neceſſary at length to declare war againſt 
Ferdinand; and a freſh army was ſent into Italy. The 
cardinal was at Rome with the French troops when 
Alexander VI died; he then made known the project 
he had formed of ſucceeding- him. He entered the 
conclave, and was deceived and duped by the Italian 
cardinals. Pius III was elected, who lived but twenty- 
_ five days. The hopes of d' Amboiſe were perhaps re- 
newed by this event, but were ſoon deſtroyed a ſecond 
time in a more open manner. Julius II was elected, 
and the cardinal d' Amboiſe ran the riſk of loſing his 
life. The new pope being the declared enemy of the 
firſt miniſter, was alſo that of France. The. French 

once more loſt the kingdom of Naples, and all Italy. 
Amboiſe, forced to content himſelf with his place 
of firſt miniſter in France, engaged his king again in 
new treaties and wars, of which this monarch was the 
dupe. j 

In 1506, it happened Cm that Amboiſe per- 
mitted a fault to be repaired, of which he had been the 
author. The king and queen had promiſed their daugh- 
ter Claude in marriage to Charles, commonly called 
count of Luxembourg, and who was afterwards the 
emperor. Charles the Fifth. This foreign. prince 
would have gained by this intended marriage the 
duchy of Britanny, and pretenſions to the Milaneſe. 
The States General were aſſembled, who loudly de- 
manded of the king that this alliance ſhould not take 
i place, but that the princeſs ſhould be married to Fran- 

cis of Angouleme, the heir apparent to the crown. 

In 1508, was formed the famous league of Cambray ; 
2 LOR and important 3 of which all the 
| honour 
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guerre fut malheureuſe pour les Frangois. Enfin, il 


fallut deelarer la guerre 3 Ferdinand, et Pon envoya 


e 


une nouvelle armée en Italie. Le cardinal &toit a 


Rome avec les troupes Frangoiſes, lorſqu' Alexan- 


dre VI mourut; alors il laiſſa éclater ouvertement 


le projet qu'il avoĩt forme de lui ſuccẽder. Il entra 


dans le conclave, et fut jouẽ indignement par les car- 
dinaux Italiens. Pie III fut elu, et ne vecut que 
vingt-cing jours. Les eſperances de George d' Am- 
boiſe pouvoient renaitre; mais elles furent bientdt _ 
detruites une ſeconde fois, et mEme avec plus d'eclat, 
Jules II fut elv, et 'Amboiſe courut riſque de la 
vie. Le nouveau pape, ennemi jure du premier mi- 
niſtre, le fut auſſi de la France. Les Frangois per- 
dirent encore une fois le er ene de Fey et meme 
toute l' Italie. 

D' Amboiſe force de ſe contenter de Petar as po. 
mier miniſtre en France, engagea encore ſon roi dans 


de nouveaux traitẽs et de nouvelles guerres, Es 


monarque fut la dupe, | 
En 1506, d' Amboiſe laiſſa Beurrüsstuent 0 
une faute qu'il avoit fait faire. Le roi et la reine 


- avoient promis leur fille Claude en mariage 3 Charles 


qu'on appeloit alors le comte de Luxembourg, et qui 


fut depuis l'empereur Charles-Quint. Ce prince 


Etranger auroit par ce mariage emporte le duche' de 
Bretagne et les droits ſur le Milanez. On fit aſſem- 
ſembler les Etats GEneEraux, qui demandèrent haute- - 
ment au roi que cette alliance n'eũt pas lieu, et que 
la princeſſe füt mariée i Frangois hos tc ne- 
ritier preſomptif de la couronne. 

En 1508, fut forme la fameuſe ligue de Cambrai, 


grande ct importante « negociation, dont tout Phon- 
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honour would have fallen upon the cardinal of Am- 
boiſe, if any honour could have reſulted from it; but 
it was at the ſame time the moſt unjuſt and ill- con- 
trived treaty that could poſſibly have been made. In 
the council where this league was determined upon, 
there was but one man, Stephen Poncher, keeper of 
the ſeals, who had courage enough to ſhew the in- 
Juſtice of it, and the dangerous conſequences it might 
be attended with. Poncher's predictions were but too 
well verified, Julius II leagued himſelf with the ene- 
mies of France, and even with the Yenevnans, in 
order to cruſh the French. | : 
In the middle of this diſaſter, Amboiſe conceived a 
new project of ambition; he reſolved to depoſe Julius II, 
and occupy his place, or at leaſt be declared patri- 
arch and ſovereign pontiff in France. Death put an 
end to his ambitious deſigns ; he expired at Lyons the 
25th May, 1510. Four days before he died, Lewis XII 
paid him a viſit, when Amboiſe, ſhedding a torrent 
. of tears, made a general and miniſterial confeſſion 
to the monarch ; acknowledged to him that he was 
going to- leave a confiderable fortune, in the acqui- 
ſition of which he had to reproach himſelf with 
many things; he ſaid poſitively, that he had taken 
nothing from the ſubjects of the king; but confeſſed 
that he had for a long time paſt received a penſion of 
fiſty thouſand ducats from different princes and repub- 
lics of Italy, and thirty thouſand from the Floren- 
tines alone: he had, moreover, received conſiderable 
pꝑreſents, and amaſſed immenſe ſums ; he beſeeched the 
king to permit him to diſpoſe of all he was poſſeſſed, 
and the good e XII geen * even more than 


he e 
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neur devroit appartenir au cardinal d' Amboiſe, vil 
en eũt pu reſulter le moindre; mais ce fut le traité 
le plus injuſte, et en meme temps Je plus mal com- 
bine, Dans le conſeil ou cette ligue fut reſolue, 
il n'y eut qu'un ſeul homme qui oſa en faire ſen- 
tir Vinjuſtice et les dangereuſes conſẽquences. Ce 
fut Etienne Poncher, garde des ſceaux, dont les 
prẽdictions ne ſe trouverent que trop verifices. Jules 
II fe ligua avec tous les ennemis de la France, 
et meme avec les Venitiens, pour accabler les 
Frangois. 


Au milieu de ce deſaſtre, d'Amboiſe congut un 
nouveau projet d'ambition ; il voulut depoſer Jules II, 
ſe mettre a ſa place, ou du moins ſe faire declarer 
patriarche et ſouyerain pontife en France. La mort 
mit obſtacle a la rẽuſſitèꝰ de ſes ambitieux deſſeins; 
il expira a Lyon, le 25 Mai 1510. Quatre, jours 
auparavant, Louis XII étant alle le voir, d'Amboiſe 
verſant un torrent de larmes, fit au monarque ſa con- 
feſſion générale et miniſtérielle; il lui avoua qu'il 
laiſſoit des biens confiderables, ſur Pacquifition des- 
quels il avoit a ſe. reprocher bien des choſes; en 
ſoutenant qu'il n'ayoit rien pris ſur les ſujets du roi, 
il convint que depuis long- temps il recevoit une pen 
ſion de cinquante mille ducats de differens princes 
et rẽ publiques d' Italie, et trente mille des ſeuls Flo- 
rentins. II avoit d'ailleurs touché des préſens con- 
fiderables, et amaſſẽ de groſſes ſommes; il pria le 
roi de lui permettre de diſpoſer de tout ce qu'il poſ- 
ſedoit. Le bon roi Louis XII lui accorda 12 qu'il 
ne ed 
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He made uſe of this liberty in his laſt teſtament, 
| the firſt article of which is fingular enough, and is as 
follows: I bequeath to my nephew, George of Am- 
* boiſe, my archbiſhopric of Rouen, and all my mova- 


1 44 bles, which are valued at two millions of gold, to- 


© gether with the furniture of Gaillon, and the con- 
* yenience of the houſe, ſuch as it is. Item, to my 
* nephew, Monfieur the Grand Maſter, chief of my 
“ arms, an hundred and fifty thouſand ducats of gold; 
my handſome cup, valued at two hundred thouſand 
0% crowns; ore hundred pieces of gold, each of them 
t worth five hundred crowns ; my gold plate, and five 
«thouſand marks in filver plate. Item, all my patri- 
„ mony to the ſon of the Grand Maſter.” He left 
conſiderable legacies to his other nephews and ſiſter; 
ten thouſand livres to the four mendicant orders, to 
ſay maſſes for the repoſe of his ſoul ; and wherewith to 
marry an hundred and fifty girls, in honour of the 
hundred and fifty pſalms of which the pſalter is com- 
poſed, His funeral was the moſt ſumptuous which 
had ever been given to any prelate; his heart was left 
with the Celeſtins of Lyons, and his body carried to 
Rouen, accompanied by eleven thouſand prieſts, two 
hundred prelates, twelve hundred gentlemen, &c. 
Hiſtorians add to the recital of theſe bbſequies, a 
great eulogium of this cardinal miniſter; they ſay, that 
during his adminiſtration, every kind of happineſs 
reigned in the tate ; that France was never ſo popu» 
| Jous, fruitful, rich, or well cultivated as under his 
prudent management; ſo much ſo, that as long as he 
lived, war was baniſhed from the kingdom and car- 
ried on in other places, This eulogium is juſtly due 
to the reign of Lewis XII, but is it equally fo to the 
; | | w SR admi- 
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Il uſa de cette liberte dans ſon teſtament, dont 
le premier article eſt ſingulier; en voici les termes: 
« Je laiſſe à mon neveu (George d'Amboiſe), mon 
ic archeveche de Rouen et toute ma defferre, la- 
« quelle eſt priſce- deux millions d'or, enſemble les 
% meubles de Gaillon, et J 1 de la 
* maiſon telle qu'elle eſt. Item, a mon neveu, mon- 
tc ſieur le Grand - Maitre, chef de mes armes, cent 
* pièces d'or, chacune valant cing cens cus; ma 
„ yaiſſelle d'or et cinq mille marcs en vaiſſelle d'ar- 
5 gent. Item, tout mon patrimoine au fils du 
« Grand Maitre.“ II fit des legs confiderables à 
ſes autres neveux et a fa ſœur; dix mille francs 
aux quatre ordres mendians, pour dire des meſſes 
pour le ſalut de n. ame; et de quoi marin cent 
cinquante filles, en l'honneur des cent cinquante 
pſeaumes qui compoſent le pſeautier. Son enterre- 
ment fut le plus ſomptueux qui ait été fait à au- 
cun prelat ; ſon cœur demeura aux Celeſtins de Lyon, 
et ſon corps fut ports à Rouen accompagne de onze 
mille pretres, de deux cens prelats et de. douze cens 
rk oa & c. | 


Les biftorizas hunt au recit he ces RE 
un grand Eloge de ce cardinal premier miniſtre ; ils 
diſent que durant ſon adminiſtration, toutes ſortes 

de felicites rendoient Fetat bienbeureux ; que jamais 

la France ne fut fi populeuſe, ſi feconde, fi riche, 
ſi cultivee, que ſous ſa prudente conduite; ſi bien 
que tant qu'il vecut la diſcorde et la guerre furent 


ö bannies et portes ailleurs. Cet cloge, qui eſt bien 
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e the cardinal d' Amboiſe? Lewis would 


not by any means charge his people with new im- 


poſts, but the cardinal made him undertake expen- 
five wars; he propoſed to him a means milder in 
appearance than that of increaſing taxes, but whoſe 
conſequences may be ſaid to have become more per- 
nicious,—this was the ſale of offices. The chancellor 
Duprat, is generally accuſed of being the author of 
this yenality : it is true that he was the firſt who re- 
gulated the fale ; but the cardinal Amboiſe began to 
introduce it, and it was only more dangerous before it 
became general and regular, Its abuſes might be greater 
and more profitable to the miniſter who granted the 
permiſſion, and ne whoſe nt the money 
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21 ages of darkneſs. are. inſenfibly fon: away 3 
and we are now at the intereſting epoch of the 
at of learning: the arts and ſciences, baniſhed from 
Conftantinople;/-are returned to the Weſt; and while 
Greece, their native country, a prey to fanaticiſm 
and impoſture, is about to replunge into barbariſm, 
France, following the example of Italy, will take the 
_ firſt ſteps to ſhake it off. But in accompliſhing this, 
mne will have innumerable obſtacles to ſurmount; thick 
clouds will overſhadow the dawn of her happy days; a 
ſpurious erudition, the daughter of ignorance, will re- 
. | | tain 
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du Cardinal d' Amboiſe? Louis ne voulut point ab- 
ſolument charger ſes peuples de nouveaux impöts, 
mais le cardinal lui fit entreprendre des guerres diſ- 
pendieuſes; il lui propoſa un moyen en apparence 
plus doux que l'impòt, mais dont on peut dire que 
les ſuites ſont devenues bien funeſtes, ce fut la vente 
des offices. On accuſe generalement le chancelier 
Duprat, d'#tre l'auteur de la venalite des charges: 
il eſt vrai qu'il eſt le premier qui ait mis cette vente 
en regle; mais le cardinal d' Amboiſe avoit com- 
mencẽ à Pintroduire, et elle n'en etoit que plus dan- 
gereuſe avant d'etre devenue générale et reguliere. 
Les abus pouvoient en Etre plus grands et plus pro- 
fitables au miniſtre qui accordoit ee et mY 
les mains de qui paſſoit la TRI 2 2 
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ES fiecles de tendbres ſe ſont inſenſiblement 

Ecoules; nous voici à Vepoque intẽreſſante du 
renouvellement des lettres: les arts et les ſciences, 
exiles de Conſtantinople, ont reflus vers POccident; 
et tandis que la Grece, leur patrie, en proie au fana- 
tiſme et a Vimpoſture, va retomber dans la bar- 
barie, la France. a Vexemple de I'Italie, fera les pre- 
miers pas pour en ſortir. Mais avant d'y parvenir, 
elle aura des obſtacles ſans nombre a ſurmonter; des 
nuages Epais obſcurciront Vaurore des beaux jours 
qui * pour elle; une fauſſe erudition, 2 de 


Tigno- 


f 
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tain genius a long time in chains; the deſpotiſm of 
princes, in conjunction with that of Rome, while 


cauſing, through vanity and pride, the arts on the one 


» 


hand to reflouriſh, will, on the other, oppoſe itſelf to 


- | the real progreſs of ſcience, by ſhackling the mind; 
ſio that very near three centuries will be requiſite for 


reaſon to recover its rights, and bring with it that happy 
revolution which is to regenerate the kingdom. 

As ſoon as it was certain that the widow of Lewis 

X11 was not pregnant, Francis, earl of Angouleme, 


and duke of Valois, took upon him the title of king. 


He, as well as his predeceſſor, was a deſcendant of that 
duke of Orleans who was aſſaſſinated by John Sans- 


| peur. The crown belonged to him, as firſt prince of 


the blood. His wit, his talents, his courage would 
have rendered him worthy of wearing it, if theſe qua- 
lities had not been tarniſhed by an inordinate taſte for 
pleaſure and expence, and By a i want of policy 
and wiſdom. _ 

A king of twenty-one vous old, = and 8 


- defirous of reputation, and born with a genius for war, 


having the exterior qualications, as well the ſentiments 


bf an hero, naturally yielded himſelf up to the deſite 


of conqueſt. Francis availed himfelf of the prepara- | 


tions which Lewis XII had made, obtained ftill more 
money by ſelling offices of judicature®, paſſed the 
Alps, penetrated into'the Milaneſe, which was defended 


- This expedient, 8 by the chief of juſtice: himſels, 
the chancellor Duprat, was ſo contrary to every principle, that 
upwards | of $0 years after, the judges {till took their oaths i in par- 


lament that they had not purchaſed their offices. Thus a perjury 


was in ſome manner requilite to exerciſe the molt 2 27 right— 


3 men! 
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Vignorance, retiendra long-temps le genie enchainé; 
le deſpotiſme des princes, combine avec celui de 
Rome, en faiſant d'un cote, par vanite et par orgueil, 
refleurir les arts, $'oppoſera de l'autre au progres reel 


des ſciences, en genant les opinions; de forte quii 


faudra encore pres de trois fiecles pour que la raiſon 
recouvre ſes droits, et qu'elle amène cette revolution 
heureuſe qui doit regenerer le royaume. E 


- Auffitot qu'il fut certain que la veuve de Louis XIT 
n' ẽtoĩt point enceinte, F rangois, comte d'Angouleme 
et duc de Valois, prit le titre de roi. Il deſcendoit, 
comme fon predecefſeur, de ce duc d' Orleans aſſaſ- 
fine par Jean Sans Peur. La couronne lui appar- 
tenoit en qualité de premier prince du ſang. Son 
eſprit, ſes talens, ſon courage l'auroient rendu digne ; 
de la Porter, ſi ſes qualites n'euſſent pas été ternies 
par un gout exceſſif Pour le plaiſir et la depenſe, et 
par un manque total de . et de Bas. 
W roi de vingt· et· un ans, plin 55 fra et t de — 95 
fiance, avide de reputation, ne avec le genie de la 
guerre, ayant Ve extẽrieur et les ſentimens d'un heros, 
devoit naturellement ſe livrer au deſir des canque- 
tes. Frangois profita des ptẽparatifs qu'avoit fait 
Louis XII, ſe procura encore de Pargent, en ven- 
dant les charges de judicature,“ paſſa les Alpes, 
prod dans le Milanès qui étoit defendu par les 


Get expedient, Waise par le chef meme de la Gultice, | 
le chancelier Duprat, Etoit fi contraire A tous les principes, que 
plus de 30 ans apres, on juroit encore au parlement qu'on nꝰavoit 
point achets ſa charge. Il falloit donc en quelque ſorte un parjure 
pour exercer . le plus N de j juger les citoyens 
Suiſſes, 
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by the Swiſs, and gained, in 1 515, the famous battle 
of Marignan, where the victory was diſputed for two : 
days. The French army was commanded by the duke 
of Bourbon, conſtable ; the king, who had been 
knighted by the celebrated Bayard, and had paſſed the 
night on the carriage of a cannon, at about fifty 
paces from a battalion of the enemy, diſtinguiſhed 
himſelf on this occaſion amidſt a crowd of heroes, and 
deſerved the reputation of the moſt valiant . in 
Europe. 

The See of Rome had been rige for two years 
by a deſcendant of the Medicis, a family juſtly to be 
praiſed for the protection it has given to the fine arts, 
and to whom Italy is in ſome meaſure indebted for their 
re-eſtabliſhment. Leo X, a pontiff equally ſupple 
and ambitious, was intereſted in the annihilation of 
the Pragmatic-ſanction. He profited of the arrival of 
Francis in Italy, ſeduced him by deceitful appear- 
ances of cordiality, and concluded with him this fa- 
mous concordate, by which the king and pope mu- 
tually gave each other that to which they had no right. 
The clergy of France, and the univerſity roſe in con- 

cert againſt a law ſo oppoſite to the rights of the king- 
dom. The parliament at firſt made ſome reſiſtance; 
but it afterwards obeyed, as ſoon as the king ſpoke as 
an abſolute maſter,, and the concordate was regiſtered 
by them. Such is, in ſome reſpect, the epoch of the 
debaſement of a body which ceaſed to be reſpectable 
from the moment that venality introduced itſelf amongſt 
them, and which has ſerved ever ſince only to clothe 
the acts of deſpotiſm with a legal form. DIE, 
The emperor Maximilian dying in 1519, Francis 
became a.candidate for this dignity. He employed in- 
| | | trigue 
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Suiſſes, et gagna ſur eux, en 1515, la fameuſe ba- 


taille de Marignan on la victoire fut diſputce deux 


jours. L'armée Frangoiſe Etoit commandée par le 


duc de Bourbon, connétable; le roi, qui $'etoit fait 
armer chevalier par le celebre Balard, et avoit paſle' 
la nuit ſur l'affüt d'un canon, i cinquante pas d'un 
bataillon ennemi, ſe diſtingua dans cette occaſion 
parmi une foule de heros, et merita la reputation . 


au vaillant prince de l'Europe. 


Le fiege de Rome Etoit occupe depuis deux ans par 


un deſcendant des Medicis, famille juſtement recom- 


mandable par la protection qu'elle a donnee aux beaux 
arts, et a laquelle I'Italie a en quelque forte Vobliga-. 
tion de les avoir yu renaitre. Leon X, pontife égale- 


ment ſouple et ambitieux, avoit interet d'antantir 


la Pragmatique- ſanction. I profita de Parrivee de. 
| Frangois en Italie, le ſeduiſit par des apparences trom- 
peuſes de cordialite, et fit avec lui ce fameux concor-. 
dat, par lequel le roĩ et le pape ſe donnè rent mutuelle- ; 
ment ce qu'ils n'avoient pas droit de donner. Le 
clerge de France, et Puniverſite s'Eleverent de concert 
contre une loi fi oppoſee aux maximes du royaume, 
Le parlement fit d'abord quelque reſiſtance; mais. il. 
obEit enſuite, des que le roi parla en maitre abſolu, 
et le concordat fut enregiſtre. Telle eſt, en quelque. 
forte, epoque de Paviliſſement d'un corps, qui a ceſle, 
detre reſpectable du moment que la vénalité s * eſt 
introduite, et qui depuis n'a ſervi le plus ſouyent qu'à 
reyẽtir d'une forme legale des actes de deſpotiſme. 


Lempereur Maximilien étant mort en 1 519, Fran- 
cois brigua cette dignite. II employa intrigue et 
rewe * $'aſſurer les ſoffrages, ; mais ſon con- 

. | | current 


— 
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trigue and money to ſecure himfelf votes; but his 
competitor, the king of Spain, Charles of Auſtria, 


| known afterwards by the name of Charles V, was pre- 


ferred to him; from thence aroſe that jealouſy and 
enmity which conſtantly ſubſiſted between theſe two 
princes, and which cauſed ſtreams of blood to be ſhed 


without any advantage. 


Francis ſought to attach to himſelf the —_ of Eng- 


land, and to make of him an ally againſt the new em- 


peror. He ſucceeded at firſt, by flattering the all- 
powerful Cardinal Wolſey. The two kings had an in- 
terview at Ardres near Ca ais, where they diſplayed on 


both fides the greateſt magnificence. This interview, 


called le camp de drap d'or (becauſe Francis had an em- 


broidered tent) was only productive of feſtivities and 
uſeleſs expenſes. Charles V knew how to prevent - 


its effects. As ſoon as the two kings were ſeparated," 
he went to England, and having gained Wolſey, 


a eovetous and ambitious miniſter, who always ſold 
- himfelf to the higheſt bidder, he deprived France of a 


neceſſary ally. | 
In another part, pope Leo X, lefs occupied by his 


duty as common father, than by his pleaſures and the 


temporal intereſts of his See, far from inculcating 
concord in the minds of the two rival princes, ſowed 
the ſeeds of diſcord, and wiſhed them mutually to 
weaken each other by war, -He amuſed them both, by 


promifing them ſeparately the inveſtiture of the king- 
dom of Naples, and declared himſelf at length for the 
emperor, whoſe offers were moſt advantageous. Fran- 
cis ſoon ſaw war break out at all the extremities of his 


kingdom. In Italy his arms were not more proſperous; 


blo Ming ogains and ae houſe of Sforza was re- 
| eſtabliſhed 


* 
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current, le roi d' Efpagne, Charles d' Autriche, connu 
depuis ſous le nom de Charles-Quint, lui fut pre, 
fere; de là cette jalouſie et cette inimitie qui regne- 
rent conſtamment entre les deux princes, et qui enn 
nen des fleuves de lang en e une ei os 
4 Fancoix chercha à 8 attacher le roi Adee 
et a gen. faire un allié contre le nouvel empereur. 
II y reuffit d'abord en flattant le Cardinal Wolſey 
tout-puiſſant aupres de Henri VIII. Les deux rois 
eurent une entrevue à Ardres-pres de Calais, on l'on 
Etala de part et d'autre la plus grande magnificence. 
Cette entrevue, appelce le camp de drap d'or, parce que 
Frangois avoit une tente de drap d'or, ne produiſit 
que des fetes et d'inutiles dẽpenſes. Charles-Quint 
ſut en prEvenir les effets. Des, que les deux rois ſe 
furent ſeparẽs: il paſſa lui- meme en Angleterre ; et 
ayant gagné Wolley, miniſtre ambitieux et avide qui 
ſe. vendoit toujours au plus 3 il enleva à in France 
un Allis neee 4 # radt 


D''un autre cote le pape Leon X, moins occupé de 
ſes devoirs de père commun, que de ſes plaiſirs et 
des interets temporels de ſon fiege,—loin d'inſpirer la 
concorde aux deux princes rivaux, jetoit des ſemences 
de diviſion, et vouloit qu'ils s'affoibliſſent mutuel - 
lement par la guerre. II les amuſa l'un et l'autre, en 
leur promettant a chacun ſẽparẽment Vinveftiture/ du 
royaume de Naples, et. il ſe declara enfin pour em- 
pereur, dont les offres ẽtoient plus avantageuſes. Fran- 
gois vit bient6t la guerre $'allumer à toutes les extrẽ- 
mites de ſon royaume. En Italie ſes armes ne furent 

pas plus heureuſes; nn le „ maiſon de 
Mon. II. F Sforce 
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eſtabliſhed there; and this revolution cauſed the een 


of Leo X, from the exceſs of his joy. 


The pontificate of this voluptuous pope, makes a 
double epoch in hiſtory, by the protection he granted 
to the belles-lettres, whatever may have been his motives, 
and the fatal ſtroke he gave to the authority of the court 
of Rome, by endeavouring to extend it too far. With as 
much 'ambition as any of his predeceſſors, as he had- 
neither their cunning nor their policy, he was the 
cauſe of the aſſaults given to the papal power under his 
ſucceſſors, and from which it has never recovered, 
The intoxication of ſucceſs had blinded him; he 
thought every thing poſſible when he had once drawn 

the king of France into the ſnare, by making him ſign 
the Concordate; and in 151), being in want of money, 
either for the war he meditated againſt the Turks, or 
for the conſtruction of the magnificent church of 
St. Peter, the ſpirit of negociation, hereditary in his 
family, ſuggeſted to him an expedient worthy of an 
Italian financier. He did not ſcruple to employ a re- 
ſource, which ſuperſtition had for a long time rendered 
eaſy and productive. This was to preach indulgencies ; 
but he had the unſkilfulneſs to charge the Dominicans in 
Germany with this commiſſion, in defpite of the Auguſ- 
tin friars, who looked upon it as a privilege belonging to 
their order. The manner in which the ſpiritual favours 
were diſtributed, had too much the reſemblance of a 
public ſale. There were offices for indulgencies even in 
the public houſes. The avarice of the collectors did 
not diſſemble the baſe manceuvres of the pope, who 
was even ſuſpected of keeping back a part of the alms 
for his own uſe. This would, perhaps, only have en- 
eited murmur, if the * friars had not thought 
= them- 
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Sforce y fut retablie ; ; et cette revolution fit mourir 
de joie Leon X. s 

' Le pontificat de ce pape 8 fait une double 
ẽpoque dans I'hiſtoire, et par la protection qu'il - 
accordee aux lettfes, quels qu'aient pu etre ſes motifs, 
et par le coup fatal qu'il a porte lui-mëme a Pauto- 
rite de la cour de Rome, en voulant trop l' tendre. 
Avec autant de cupidite et d'ambition qu' aucun de 
ſes predecefſeurs, comme il n'en avoit ni la fineſſe 
ni la politique, il a été la cauſe des atteintes que 
Fon a données ſous ſes ſucceſſeurs a la puiſſance pon- 
tificale, et dont elle ne s'eſt jamais relevẽe. L' ivreſſe 
du ſucces Pavoit aveugle; il grut tout poſſible, une 
fois qu'il ent entrain6 le roi de France dans le picge, 
en lui faiſant figner le Concordat; et en 1517, ayant 
beſoin d'argent, - ſoit pour la guerre qu'il meditoit 
contre les Turcs, ſoit pour Ia conſtruction de la ma- 
-  gnifique égliſe de S8. Pierre, Peſprit de nẽgoce, here- 
ditaire dans ſa famille, lui ſaggera un expedient digne 
d'un financier Italien. Il ne ſe fit point ſcrupule | 
d'employer une reſſource que la ſuperſtition rendoit 
depuis long-temps également facile et fruQtueuſe. Ce 
fut de precher des indulgences ; mais il eut la mal- 
adreſſe de charger les Dominicains de cette com- 
miſſion en Allemagne, en depit des Auguſtins qui 
la regardoient comme un privilẽge de leur ordre. La 
manière dont on diſtribua les grices ſpitituelles reſ- 
ſembloit trop à une vente publique, II y eut des 
bureaux d' indulgences juſque dans les cabarets. Lava- 
rice des collecteurs ne diſſimuloit point les baſſes 
manceuvres du pontife, que Pon ſoupgonnoit meme de 
dẽtourner à ſon profit une partie des aumònes. Cet 
N on auroit peut · etre excite que des murmures, fi 
| h „„ les 
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themſelves offended. One of ha Luther, a zea- 
lous, enbghtened and eloquent man, a haughty and un- 
tameable divine, undertook to avenge his order. He de- 
claimed againſt the Dominicans, did not ſpare the diſor- 
ders of the court of Rome and of the clergy, and attack- 
ed, above all, the ſcandalous traffic of indulgencies, of 
.v. hich he ſhewed the abſurdity and inconvenience, 
Leo Xaſhould have known that a deſpotiſm founded 
vpon opinion, would, ſooner or later, be annihilated. 
With proper management, he might have gained Luther, 
who ſtill exprefſed much reſpect for, and ſubmiſſion to 
the Holy See. This would have been the moſt prudent 
meaſure; but at the inſtigation of a Dominican in- 
quiſitor, he contemned, irritated and excommunicated 


this dangerous adverſary, who proved that princes ane 


prelates would be juſtified in taking away the wallets of 


the mendicants. This indiſereet ſtep had all the effects 


t deſerved; people began to know the extent of the Va- 
tican thunder ſince their underſtandings were more en- 
lightened. The pope made himſelf an irreconcilable ene- 
my, to whom he gave ſo much the more power, as ſu- 
perſtition, joined to the depravity of manners, had in- 
troduced into the church many palpable irregularities, 
which had for a long time required reformation. The. 
tuation of affairs was favourable ; Luther took advan- 

tage of it; he no longer ſpared any thing,—inveighed 
againſt the vices, frauds and exactions of the pontifical 
court, whoſe iniquitous myſteries he completely un- 
yeiled. Taking the holy, ſcriptures for his baſis, and 
the tradition of the apoſtles for his pattern, he treated 
all the innovations which were not conformable to 
the maxims of the goſpel, and, nevertheleſs, were 
| e as enge, 28 den inventions. At 
the 
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les Auguſtins ne s'étoient pas crus offenſts. Un 
d'eux, homme ardent, éclaire, eloquent, théologien 


altier et indomptable, Luther, entreprit de venger 


ſon ordre. II invectiva contre les Dominicains, 


n'epargna pas les déſordres de la cour de Rome et 


du clerge, attaqua ſurtout le trafic ſcandaleux des in- 
dulgences, dont il demontra Pabfurdite' et les incon- 
veniens, Léon X auroit du ſentir qu vn de po- 


tiſme fonde ſur l'opinion, devoit töt ou tard $'ane-. 


antir. Avec des ménagemens il auroit pu gagner 
Luther, qui témoignoit encore beaucoup de reſpe& 
et de ſoumiſſion pour le e- ageg) C'etit été le 
meilleur parti à prendre; mais i Finſtigation d'un 
5 inquiſiteur Dominicain, il mepriſa, il irrita, i excom- 
munia ce dangereux adverſaire, qui prouvoit que les 
princes et les prelats'ne feroient pas mal de ſupprimer 
toutes les beſaces des mendians, Cette dEmarthe in- 
diſcrete eut tout l'effet qu'elle devoit avoir; on com- 


— 


mengoit à connoltre la portée des foudres du Va- 


| tican, depuis que les eſprits $'<clairoient. Le pape 
&attira ſur les bras un ennemi irreconcihiable,”a- qui 
il donnoit d'autant plus de priſe, que la ſuperſtition, 
jointe au déréglement des mœurs, avoit introduit 


dans l'égliſe beaucoup de déſordres palpables, qui g 
faiſoient depuis long-temps demander une rẽforme. 5 
Les conjonctures Etoient favorables, Luther en pro- 


fita; il ne mEnagea plus rien, il declama contre les 


vices, les fraudes, les exactions de la cour pontificale, 
dont il devoila tous les myſtères d'iniquité. Prenant 


pour baſe les ſaintes Ecritures, et pour guide la tra- | 


dition des apòtres, il traita d'inventions humaines toutes 
les innovations qui n'étoient point conformes aux 
W * ee et oe Fon oſoit neatimoſns 
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the Un of having the entrance of purgatory ſhut 
againſt himſelf, which he had ſo often opened to 
others, he openly oppoſed ſuch a doctrine; and as 
he had been in the ſecret, it was at length known 
"what reliance was to be placed upon the follies and 
, fables with which an arrogant and avaricious court 
had amuſed Europe for ages. He inculcated the moſt 
rigid Morality, which is always the moſt impoſing ; 
this gained him in a ſhort time a prodigious num 
ber of proſelytes, and his party increaſed daily. 
| Befides the ſeducing bait of liberty which attracted the 
people, princes found great advantage in no longer im- 
poveriſhing their ſuhjects, in order to miniſter to 
the luxury of Rome: thus a fortuitous concourſe 
of circumſtances operated a revolution which reaſon 
could not yet effect, and in a very little time, Saxony 
and other ſtates of Germany, the greateſt part of 
Switzerland, n and een threw off the 
. 
But to return from this e eee is, b 
ever, not foreign to our ſubject, fince we ſhall ſoon ſee 
the influence which the new doctrine had in the king 2 
dom; Francis, who diſſipated the revenues of the ſtate 
in idle expenſes, reproached Lautrec with the loſs of the 
- Milaneſe. This governor had the firmneſs to tell him, 
that he was himſelf the cauſe of it; and that the Swiſs, 
whoſe diſpoſition he knew, had abandoned him for 
want of money. The king, who had ordered Sem- 
| of blangai, ſuperintendant of the finances, to ſend, four 
hundred thouſand crowns into Italy, had him arreſted 
immediately. Semblangai in vain proteſted; that the 
ducheſs of Angouleme, mother to the king, had ſeized 
. this money. They choſe commiſſaries to judge him, 
thay had orders to find him guilty, 3 and this reſpectable 
i I old 
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preſenter comme des dogmes. Au riſque de ſe fermer 
à loi-meme Ventree du purgatoire, qu'il avoit' tant de 
fois ouverte à d'autres, il en combattit ouvertement la 
doctrine; — et comme il avoit &ts dans le ſecret, on ſut 
enfin a quoi s' en tenir ſar les folies et les fables dont 
une cour arrogante et avide bergoit l'Europe depuis 
des ſiècles. II inculqua la morale la plus rigide, qui 
eſt toujours la plus impoſante; elle lui fit bientöt 
une infinitẽ de proſclytes, et ſon partit groſſit de jour 
en jour. D'ailleurs Pappat ſẽduiſant de la liberté 
attiroit les peuples; et les princes trouvoient leur 
compte à ne plus appauvrir leurs ſujets, pour payer 
le luxe de Rome; ainſi un concours fortuit de eir- 
conſtances opera une revolution que la raiſon ne pou- 
voit encore faire, et en très- peu de temps la Saxe et 
dlautres Etats/ de I' Allemagne, la plus grande partie 
de la . _ neee la Suede ſecouerent le 
jdug. 7 n ie rer 
Mais Sous revenir' 55 cette e 255 neſt ce 
pendant pas Etrangere- à notre ſujet, puiſqu' on verra 
bientot Vinflaence que la nouvelle doctrine a eue dans 
le royaume, Francois qui diffipoit en vaines dépenſes 
les revenus de Fetat, reprocha à Lautrec la perte du 
Milanes. Ce gouverneur eut la fermeté de lui dire 
qu'il en Etoit lui- meme la cauſe, et que les Suiſſes 
dont on connoiſſoit le genie, Vavoit abandonné faute 
d' argent. Le roi qui avoit donné ordre a Semblangaiz 
ſurintendant des finances, d' envoyer nn cent mille 
cus en Italie, le fu auſſitõt arrèter. Semblangai 
proteſta en vain que la ducheſſe d'Angouleme, mere 
du monarque, sẽtoit ſaiſie de cet argent. On choiſit 
des commiſſaires pour le juger, ils eurent ordre de 
le trouver n et ce vieillard rene | 
Sk: | F4 „„ an. 
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old man was dragged to the gallows, where he died an 
innocent victim to the; jealouſy of the chancellor 
Duprat, who mortally hated him, and to the avidity 
of madame nenen, en c had been art- 
fully concealed. 5 
The following year, 1 "A 93 new rope ee 
VII, another of the family of Medicis, the emperor, 
he king of England, the Venetians, and the other ſtates 
of Italy. leagued themſelves againſt France; but what 
moſt effectually contributed to render this confederacy 
formidable, was the revolt of the conſtable of Bourbon, 
whoſe attachment was more neceſſary than that of any 
man in France. This general, full of ability and courage, 
had the principal ſhare/in the glory of the battle of Ma- 
rignan. Far from rewarding him as he deſerved, all op- 
portunities were ſeized to mortify him. To compleat his 
misfortunes, madame d' Angoulẽme became enamoured 
with him: ſhe made him propoſals of marriage, but met 
with a fefuſal. A revengeful woman, who was all- power 
ful at court, could hardly moderate her reſentment. 
The chancellor Duprat aſſiſted her revenge; they con- 
teſled with the conſtable all the eſtates of the houſe of 
Bourbon, under pretence that he was not deſcended 
from the elder branch in a direct line. This law-ſuit, 
which was founded on chicane, was determined to his | 
diſad vantage; the parliament: ſequeſtered all the pro- 
perty of the nn who ene treated: with 77 
the emperor. nl dfiifar 
So many enemies Wee N Fenna,; aid 1 not 
ſhake his courage. He wiſhed to paſs into Italy, but 
fearing that the revolt of the conſtable might cauſe 
ſome inſurtection in the kingdom, he contented him- 
elf n _—_ Ami! Bonnivet there, who having . 
z ng 
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au gibetz. on il mourut victime innocente et de la j ja- 
Jouſie du chancelier Duprat, qui le haiſſoit mortelle- 
ment, et de l'aviditẽ de madame d'Angouleme dont on 
avoit amen en les ee 


EY anne e 1 gs le nouveau pape ids | 
VII, autre Médicis, Vempereur, le roi d' Angleterre, 
les Venitiens et les autres puiſſances de Italie ſe 
liguèrent contre la France; mais ce qui acheva de 
rendre cette confederation formidable, ce fut la rẽ 
volte du connẽtable de Bourbon, l'homme de France 
qu'il importoit le plus de mënager. Ce general, plein 
dl habileté et de courage, avoit eu la principale gloire 
de la journée de Marignan. Loin de le recompen- 
ſer comme il le meritoit,' on ſaiſit toutes les occa- 

ſions de le mortifier. Pour comble de malheurs, 
madame d' Angoulème devint amoureuſe de lui: elle 
fit des propoſitions de mariage, et eſſuya un refus. 


Une femme vindicative, toute-puiſſante à la cour, 


ne pouvoit gueres moderer ſon reſſentiment. Le chan- 
eclier Duprat ſervit ſa vengeance. On diſputa au 
connetable tous les biens de la maiſon: de Bourbon, 
ſous prẽtexte qu'il ne deſcendoĩt pas des aines en 
ligne directe. Ce proces, fondé ſur 1a chicane, fut 
_ .jugE a ſon desavantage; le parlement mit en ſequeſtre 
tous les biens au nene 1 traita —— avec 
eee 353533 Fes 055 
45 Tens e dave contre indi, n'6bran-- 
| Jojent point ſon courage. Il vouloit paſſer en Italie; 
mais Eraignant que la rEvolte du connetable ne causat 
quelque ſoulevement dans le royaume, il ſe contenta 
1 y Mayes Famiral nn qui n ** guères 
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no other merit but that of a courtier, miſcarried every 
where. He loſt the battle of Rebec, where the chevalier 
Baiard received a mortal wound. This great man, 
lying at the foot of a tree, was heaving his laſt 
figh, when the conſtable arrived, and teſtified to him 
his eſteem and compafſion. It is not I who am to be 
pitied, ſaid Baiard to him; I die as a man of honour ; but 
I pity you, who fight againſt your king, your country, and 
your-oaths, Thus died this captain, as able as he was 
valiant,” worthy of being at the head of armies, though 
he never commanded in chief, being too _—_ os . 
eee unite glory and fortune 

The enemy had found no ſucceſs in W als 
Fan they had penetrated within twelve leagues of 
Paris; but to retrieve the ill ſucceſs of his arms in Italy, 
Francis reſolved to go there again himſelf. The wiſeſt 
men at court ſtrove to diſſuade him from it. Impru» 
dence, however, dragged him to the other fide of the 
Alps, in 1525, prineipally, it is faid, to ſee a handſome 
Milaneſe, whoſe ' charms: Bonnivet praiſed to him. 
Always guided by this Bonnivet, he beſieged Pavia 
againſt the opinions of the old captains, and weakened 
his army to make a' diverſion on the fide of Naples. 
The. Imperialiſts, who had received reinforcements, 
offering battle, a falſe ſname prevented the king from 
raifing the ſiege, and Bonnivet confirmed his reſolu- 
tion of fighting. This fatal battle reſembled that of 
Poitiers and Agincourt. The French loſt nine thou- 
ſand men, excluſive of priſoners, amongſt whom was 
the king,” who was obliged to ſurrender himſelf, after 
having ſhewn prodigies of valour. - Charles had him 
Immediately conveyed to Ry wege he > detxined 
eee r. en le "oh 
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que le mErite d'un courtiſan 6choua par-tout. II 


perdit la bataille de Rebec on le chevalier Baiard | 
recut une blefſure mortelle. Ce grand homme, couches .. © 


au pied d'un arbre étoit pret de rendre le dernier 
ſoupir, lorſque le connetable arrive, et lui tẽmoigne 


ſon eſtime et fa compaſſion. Ce weft pas moi qui ſuis 


E plainare, lui dit Baiard, je meurs en homme de bien; 
mais j'ai pitis de vous, qui combattiez contre votre roi, 
Votre patrie et vos ſermens. Ainſi mourut ce capi= . 
taine auſſi habile que vaillant, digne d'etre à la tete 
des armees, et qui cependant ne commanda jamais 
en chef, parce qu'il Etoit trop ao courtiſan eng unir 
la gloire à la fortune. ö 

Les ennemis n'avoient point eu de ſaceds en France, 
quoiĩqu'ils euſſent penetre juſqu'a onze lieues de 
Paris; mais pour rẽparer Pechec que ſes armes ve- 
noient de recevoir en Italie, A rẽſolut diy 
repaſſer lui-m&me, Les meilleures tetes de la cour 
sefforœoĩent de Ven diſſuader: Vimprudence Ventraina' 
au de la des monts, en 1525; principalement, dit - on, 
pour voir une belle Milanoiſe dont Bonnivet lui van- 
toit les charmes. Toujours dirige par ce Bonnivetz il 
_ afſiegea Pavie, contre le ſentiment des vieux capi- 
/ taines, et il affoiblit ſon armée pour faire une diver- 
ſion du cote de Naples. Les impériaux, qui avoient 
_ regu des renforts, preſenterent la bataille. Une fauſſe 
honte empecha le roi de lever le fiege, et Bonnivet 
le confirma dans la reſolution de combattre. Cette 


funeſte journte reſſembla i celles de Poitiers et d' Azin- 
court. Les Frangais perdirent neuf mille hommes, ſans 


A 


compter les priſonniers, au nombre deſquels ſe trouva le | 


203 hai-meEme, qui fat oblige de ſe rendre après avoir fait 
des prodiges de valeur. Charle-Quint le fit auffitdt trans 
| Feer © a Madrid, on il le retint en priſon * d'un an. 


Les 
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The conditions on which he propoſed to give him his 
liberty were ſo hard, that honour would not permit him 
to accept them. Francis declared that he would rather 
end his days in priſon, than diſmember his dominions; 
adding, that if he were cowardly enough to do it, his 
ſubjects would never have the weakneſs to give their 
conſent. However, the irkſomeneſs of impriſonment, 
and the danger of France, rendered Francis leſs in- 
flexible. He was willing, at any price, to get out of 
the hands of his enemy; being perſuaded that he need 
not in conſcience and honour, keep promiſes forced 
from him by violence. Madame d' Angoulè me, regent 
during her ſon's detention, negociated with all parties, 
and diſſolved the league by dividing the enemy. She 
governed with a prudence which might in ſome degree 
cauſe her former faults to be forgotten, Her firſt care 
was to detach the king of England from the intereſt of 
Charles V, who, fince the victory of Pavia, had hurt the 
vanity of this prince, and that of Wolſey his miniſter, by 
ceafing to! ſhew the ſame attention to them as before. 
Francis, therefore, heſitated not to conclude a treaty at 
Madrid, by which he yielded Burgundy, and his rights. 
to the quality of lord paramount of Artois and Flanders; 
his two eldeſt ſons were given as hoſtages, and he at 
length returned to his kingdom. Summoned to execute 
his promiſe, he anſwered, that this buſineſs intereſted the 
whole kingdom; that he could accompliſh it only in 
concert with the States General, and particularly with 
the States of Burgundy. Theſe repreſented to him, 
that he had no tight to alienate the crown lands, and 
that they would periſh rather than be governed by a 
foreign power. Francis then offered two millions of 
25 inſtead of the OY" of mne for the ranſom 
| of: 
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Les conditions qu'il propoſa pour lui rendre la Ii 
berté Etoicnt f cures, que Phonneur ne permettoit pas 
de les accepter. Francois proteſta qu'il finiroit plut6t 
ſes jours en priſon, que de demembrer. ſes Etats ; ajou- 
tant que $1 étoit aſſez lache pour le faire, ſes ſujets 
n'auroient pas la foibleſſe &'y conſentir. Cependant 
Fennui de fa priſon, et les dangers de la France ren- 
dirent Francois moins inflexible. Il vouloit, à quelque 
prix que ce fit, ſe retirer des mains de fon ennemi; 
perſuade qu'il pourroit en conſcience et en honneur 
ne pas tenir des promeſles arrachees par la violence, 
De ſon c6ts madame d'Angouleme, régente pendant 
la detention. de ſon fils, negocioit de toutes parts, et 
diſppoit la ligue en divifant les ennemis. Elle gou- 
vernoit avec une prudence qui pouvoit faire oublier ſes 
anciennes fautes. Son premier ſoin fut de detacher 
le roi d' Angleterre des interets de Charles-Quint, qui 
d'ailleurs depuis la victoire de Pavie avoit bleſſe la 
vanits de ce prince, et celle de Wolſey ſon miniftre, en 
ceſſantd'avoirpoureux les mEmes Egards qu'auparavant. 
Frangois ne balanca donc plus à conclure a Madrid un 
traité, par lequel il cedoit la Bourgogne, et ſes droits de 
ſuzeraineté ſur VArtois et la Flandre; ſes deux fils 
alnẽs furent donn6s en otage, et il rentra enfin dans 
ſon royaume, Somme d'exécuter ſa promeſſe, il re- 
| pondit que cette affaire intẽreſſoit tout le royaume; qu'il 
ne pouvoit la finir que de concert avec les Etats Gene- 
raux, et ſurtout avec les Etats de Bourgogne. Ceux-ci 
lui repreſenterent qu'il n'avoit pas le droit d'aliener le 
domaine de la couronne, et qu'ils periroient plutõt que 
de paſſer ſous une domination Etrangere. Francois alors 
offrit deux millions d'or, au lieu du duchẽ de Bourgogne 
pour la rangon de ſes deux enfans; et en meme temps 
3 e | | 2 yy 
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of his two ien and at the ſame time declared to the 
ambaſſador of Charles V, the league he had made with 
the king of England, pope Clement VII, and all the 
princes of Italy, to re- ſtabliſh Sf rza in the Milaneſe. 
By a fipgular fatality, the pope was the victim of 
this league. The conſtable of Bourbon conquered the 
Milaneſe, of which the emperor had promiſed him the 
- Inveſtiture, and wanting money to pay his troops, he 
marched towards Rome, of which he promiſed them 


1 5 the pillage. „He was killed there in 1527, at the age 


of thirty-cight years, in giving the aſſault: the city 
was inhumanly ranſacked. Clement VII found him- 
ſelf the priſoner of Charles V, who, with his uſual 
hypocriſy, went io mcurning on account of this vic- 
tory, ordained proceſſions for the delivery of the pontiff, | 
and yet aſked four hundred thouſand ge to give him 
his liberty. | | 
Francis was in great want of money, ther Baabe | 
it was neceflary to pay Charles V, or to continue 
the war. He convoked an aſſembly of the zotables, 
where he harangued like a hero, and the father of the 
people. The deputies of the three orders diſplayed 
their zeal, and offered with equal ardour their blood 
and property. Francis and Henry then declared war 
againſt the emperor. It was carried on in Italy with 
new animoſity, but without ſucceſs : it only awd to 
deſo ate France. 
Peace was at length concluded at Gp re Charles V : 
defiſted from his pretenſions to Burgundy. Francis re- 
nounced all claims on the Milaneſe, Flanders, Artois, 
&c. and according. to one of the articles of the treaty, 
married Eleanora, widow of the king of Portugal, and 
ſiſter to the emperor. He gave over and above, two 
millions of gold crowns for the ranſom of his chil- 
} dren. | 
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il declara à l'ambaſſadeur de Charles-Quint la ligue 
qu'il venoit de faire avec le roi d' Ang eterre, le pape 
Clement VII et tous les ee d' Italie en n 
Sforce dans le Milanss. 25 

Par une fatalitẽ ſingutiere, bs pape fut la vide de - 
cette ligue. Le connetable de Bourbon fit la con- 
quète du Milanès dont Vempereur lui avoit promis 
Finveſtiture, et manquant d argent pour payer ſes 
troupes, il prit ſa marche vers Rome, ut it leur 
promit le pillage. II y fut tue en 1527, a Vage de 
38 ans, en montant à Faſſaut; la ville fut inhumaine- 
ment ſaccagte. Clement VII fe trouva priſonnier 
de Charles-Quint, qui avec ſon hypocriſie ordinaire 
prit le deuil de cette vitoire, ordonna des proceſſions 
pour la delivrance du pontife, et demanda neanmoins 
quatre cent mille dueats pour lui rendre la libert&, 

Frangois avoit un extreme beſoin d'argent, ſoit 
qu'il fallut payer Charles-Quint, ou continuer la 
guerre. II convoqua une aſſemblée de notables, od 
il barangua en heros' et en pere du peuple. Les 
deputes des trois -ordres firent éclater leur” zee, et 
offrirent avec la mème ardeur leur ſang et leurs biens. 
Frangois et Henri declarerent enſuite la guerre à Vem- 
pereur. Elle fe fit en Italie avec un nouvel acharne- 
ment, mais ſans ſucces; elle ne e x 5 deſoler la 
Fand. 5 

La paix ſe fit enfin 3 Camibrai. Charles-Quine 
1 dẽſiſta de ſes pretentions ſur la Bourgogne. Fran- 
cois renonga a tous ſes droits ſur le Milanes, fur la 
Flandre, VArtois, &c.; et ſuivant un des articles du 
traité il ẽpouſa Elconore, veuve du roĩ de Portugal, et 
ſceur de Pempereur. 11 donna en outre deux millions 
gg d'or pour la rancon de ſes enfans. Les finances 


Etoient 
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dren. The finances were exhauſted as much by plea- 
ſure as by war; Henry VIII advanced the money. 

This prince had been married twenty years to Ca- 
| therine of Arragon, aunt to the emperor ; although he 
had ſeveral children by her, he ſought, nevertheleſs, 
to break off his marriage, in order to eſpouſe Anna 
Bullen, with whom he was deſperately i in love. Hopes 
were given him of the votes of the univerſity of Paris 
in favour of this divorce. This was to him a motive 
for uniting himſelf more ſtric ly with Francis; and in 
effect, the divines of the Sorbonne decided that his 
marriage was void. Clement VII was on the point of 
conſenting to the divorce; Charles V fruſtrated all 
Henry's meaſures. The buſineſs was brought on at 
Rome, and the pope allowed the king of England a 
limited time for his anſwer; but the courier notarriving 
at the appointed day, he haſtened to fulminate excom- 
munication, Two days after an anſwer arrived, which 
might have calmed the pontiff, but the blow was ſtruck, 
— the evil was without remedy. Henry ſeparated him- 

ſelf for ever from the church of Rome, and became 

the head of religion in England. '* * 1 717 

Peace could not ſubſiſt long between two ſuch princes ; 

as Charles and Francis. They quarrelled again in 1535, 

about the Milaneſe, on which Francis'renewed his claim, 


after the death of Sforza, in whoſe favour alone he had 


given it up. He refolutely aſked the emperor for the in- 
veſtiture of it for Henry, his ſecond ſon. But Charles, 
proud of the victory he had juſt gained in Africa, over 
the famous Barbaroſſa, general of Soliman, affected an 
injurious haughtineſs with regard to Francis. Elated 
with the idea of univerſal monarchy, which he never 
abandoned, and thinking that nothing could any lon- 
£5 | | 1 ger 
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Etoient Epuiſces, autant par les plaifirs que par la 
guerre; Henri VIII fournit Vargent. 


Ce prince, qui Etoit marie depuis vingt ans RON | 


therine d' Arragon, tante de Fempereur, et dont il avoit 
pluſieurs enfans, cherchoit nẽanmoins arompre fon 
mariage, pour Epouſer Anne Boleyn, dont il étoit 
devenu eperdument- amoureux. On lui faiſoit eſpẽ- 
rer les ſuffrages de Puniverſite. de Paris en faveur 
de ce divorce; ce fut pour lui un motif de s'unir 
plus étroitement à Frangois; et en effet 1a Sorbonne 
decida que ſon mariage étoiĩt nul. Clement VII 


eEtoit ſur le point de conſentir au divorce; Charles- 


Quint rompit toutes les meſures de Henri. L'affaire 
fut Evoqute à Rome. Le pape fixa au roi d' An- 
gleterre un terme pour répondre; mais le courier 
n'arrivant pas au jour marque, il ſe hita de fulmi- 
ner Pexcommunication, Deux jours apres arrive 
une rẽponſe qui pouvoit calmer le pontife. Le coup 
ẽtoit ports, le mal fut fans remède. Henri ſe ſepara 
pour toujours de Feglife Romaine, et s'<tablit chef de 
la religion en Angleterre, | LOS 
La paix ne pouvoit durer long-temps entre deux 


princes auſſi ambitieux que Charles et Frangois. IIs 


ſe brouillèrent de nouveaũ en 1535, par rapport au 
. Milanes, fur lequel Frangois fit revivre ſes droits, 


* 


apres la mort de Sforce en faveur de qui ſeul il en 


avoit fait la ceſſion. Il en demanda hautement Pin- 
veſtiture 3 Vempereur pour Henri ſon ſecond fils. 
Mais Charles, fier de la victoire qu'il venoit de rem- 
porter en Afrique ſur Ie cE|&bre Barberouſſe, general 
de Soliman, affecta une hauteur injurieuſe à Vegard , 
de Frangois. Plein de l'idée de la monarchie uni- 
e qu'il n'abandonna ] PR et croyant que rien 
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ger reſiſt him, he ſet off for the conqueſt of France, 
and recommended Paul Jovius, his hiſtorian, to make a 
proviſion of paper and ink, becauſe he was going, he ſaid, 
to cut out plenty of work for him. The vertigo of proſ- 
perity ſhut his eyes to the viciſſitudes of fortune ; ; 
but he had every reaſon to repent of his raſhneſs. . 
Provence was over-run by the Imperialiſts. Marſhal 
Anne de Montmorency, afterwards conſtable, had con- 
certed with the king the means of defending himſelf 
without riſk. Sacrificing private intereſts to public 
good, he had ravaged the whole country, and abandon- 
ed all the cities, except Arles and Marſeilles, where 


| there were good garriſons, and intrenched himſelf 


near Avignon, in a camp which could not be forced 
by the enemy. The French vivacity 'murmured at a 
conduct ſo oppoſite to the national genius; but the 


emperor knew by experience all its wiſdom. Hunger | 


and fickneſs ſoon conſumed his troops. He could 
neither beſiege Arles or Marſeilles, nor attack Montmo- 
rency, or draw him to a battle. He made a precipi- 
tate retreat, and the peaſants of Provence alſo deſtroyed 
a part of his army. An invaſion of Picardy by the Fle- 
mings, was not more fortunate; they were forced to raiſe. 
the ſiege of Peronne. The many reſources of France 
in a defenſive war, could never have been exhibited to 
greater advantage. Wherefore waſte abroad the blood 
of a nation, which can find at home its own happi- 
neſs and that of 1 its princes? The bravadoes of Charles- 
, Quint were turned into ridicule, at a court where they 
bantered upon every thing ; they gave his name to the 
buffoon who acted the principal part in farces and pan- 
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ne peut plus lui refiſter, il part pour faire la conquete 
de la France, et recommande à Paul Jove, ſon hiſto- 
rien, de faire proviſion de papier et d'encre, parce qu'il 
va, dit-il, lui tailler bien de la beſogne. Le vertige de 
la proſperite lui fermoit les yeux ſur les viciflitudes 
de la fortune; mais il cut tout lieu de ſe repentin de ſa 


temerite, 
La Provence étoit inondee Imperia Le Ma- 
réchal Anne de Montmorenci, depuis connszable, avoit 
concerts avec le roi les moyens de ſe defendre ſans 
riſque. Sacrifiant les interets particuliers au bien ge- 
'neral, il avoit ravage toutes les campagnes, aban- 
donné toutes les villes, excepté Arles et Marſcilles, 
on Etoient de bonnes garniſons, et ſe tenoit retranchẽ 
Pres d' Avignon, dans un camp que l'ennemi ne pou- 
voit forcer. La vivacite Francoiſe murmuroit d'une 
conduite fi oppoſẽe au genie national; mais Pempe- 
reur en connut par experience toute la ſageſſe. La 
fair, les maladies conſumèrent bientöt ſes troupes. 
It ne put ni aſſiéger Arles et Marſeille, ni attaquer 
Montmorenci, ni Pattirer dans une bataille. 1 
une retraite precipitee, et les payſans Provencaux lat 
tuèrent encore une partie de ſes ſoldats. Une invaſion 
des Flamands en Picardie ne fut pas plus gloricuſe; ils 
levèrent le ſiege de Peronne. On ne vit jamais mieux 
combien la France a de reſſources dans une guerre de- 
tenfive, Pourquoi prodiguer au dehors le ſang d'une 
nation, qui peut trouver au dedans ſon bonheur et 
celui de ſes princes? Les bravades de Chafles- Quint 
furent tournees en ridicule, a une cour on Pon plaiſan- 
toit de tout; on donna ſon nom au bouffon qui jouoit 
le principal role dans les farces et les pantomimes, et 
le nom d'harleguin lui en eſt reſte. 5 

G 3 . 


2 aniſm to enſlave them. Fra 
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The Proteſtants of Germany, ſo called ſince 1529, 
becauſe they proteſted againſt a decree of the Diet of Spire 
in favour of the ancient religion, had leagued themſelves 
together at Smalkade againſt the emperor, who wanted 
to take advantage of the troubles occaſioned by Luther- 
acis had made an alliance - 
with them, and by a ſtrange contradiQion, he cauſed or 
ſuffered the Proteſtants of his kingdom to be burat, 
One day fot | juri 
placarts againſt che clergy and euchariſt, he oxdained a 
ſolemn proceſſion in reparation for the ſcandal, himſelf 
aſſiſted with a taper in his hand, and cauſed his ſons to 
carry the canopy over the hoſt. Afterwards fix Lu- 
' therans were burnt alive in the moſt cruel manner; a 
machine was contrived to let them down into the 
flames, then to pull them up and let them fall again, 
and ſo on, till they expired. Such a proceeding was 
calculated for ſtirring up the Proteſtants. The league 


5 Smalkade did not diſſemble its reſentment, and re- 


fuſed the help which he ſolicited. He then leagued him- 
_ felf with Soliman. © Theſe ſort of alliances had till then 
appeared unworthy of the name of a Chriſtian, but po- 
licy got the better of opinion; and indeed, Chriſtians, 
Mahometans, Catholics and Proteſtants, ought they not 
all to be united even by the bonds of nature? The 
great evil is, to be united with the one for the deſtruc- 
tion of the other. Charles, foreſeeing the danger of 
ſo formidable an alliance, concluded a truce e with the 
king for ten years. 

The following year, 1 5305 Charles V 0 to 
go to Flanders, to chaſtiſe the inhabitants of Ghent, 
who had revolted, the king granted him a paſſage 
through France, on condition that he ſhould obtain 

: the 
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Les Protęſtans d' Allemagne, ainſi nommes, depuis 
1529, parce qu' ils proteſtèrent alors contre un decret 
de la Diète de Spire en faveur de Pancienne religion, 
s'ẽtoient ligues à Smalkade contre Pempereur, qui 


. 


vouloit, pour les aſſervir, pygfiter des troubles occaſion- 

nẽs par le Lutheraniſme, Francois avoit fait alliance 
avec eux, et par un contraſte bizarre, il faiſoit ou laiſſoit 
brüler les Proteſtans de ſon royaume. Quelques fa- 
natiques ayant un jour. affiché des placards | contre 
le clergs et contre P'euchariſtie, il ordonna une pro- 
ceſſion ſolemnelle pour rẽparer le ſcandale; y affiſta, 
un flambeau i la main; et ſes enfans porterent le 
dais. Six Lutheriens furent enſuite brülés de ia ma- 
niere la plus cruelle; une machine les deſcendoit 
dans les flammes, et les en retiroit pour les y faire 
tomber encore, juſqu a a qu'ils euſſent expire. Un 
tel Eclat Etoit propre a ſoulever les religionnaires. La 
ligue de Smalkade ne diſſimula point ſon reſſenti- 
ment, et refuſa les ſecours qu'il ſollicitoit. II fe lia 
alors avec Soliman. Ces ſortes d'alliances avoient 
juſqu' alors paru indignes du nom chretien, mais 
la politique Pemporta ſur opinion; et en et, Chré- 
tiens, Mahometans, Catholiques, Proteftans, tous ne 
devroient-ils pas Etre unis par les ſeuls liens de la 
nature? Le grand mal eſt de s'unir avec les uns pour 
la ruine des autres. Charles prevoyant le danger d'une 
alliance ſi formidable, conclut avec Frangois une treve 
on dix ans. DE ee 


# + 
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ine Wia I 1539, Charles-Quinit vyouldne 
aller en Flandre, pour mettre à la raiſon les Gantois | 
qui $'Etoient reEvoltes, le roi lui accordi le paſſage 
en France, i condition d'obtenir le Milanes, et il le 
-” E recut - 


Fa 
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the Milaneſe, and even received him with the greateſt ho- 
nours. They quote on this ſubje& a Bon mot of Tri- 
boulet, the court fool, who alone had the privilege of 
ſaying what he pleaſed. He had written in his pocket- 
book that Charles V was a greater fool than he, to ex- 
poſe himſelf by paſſing the ough the kingdom. But 
« what,” ſaid the king, wilt thou ſay, if T let him 
% paſs without moleſting him?“ That is very eaſy,” 
anſwered Friboulet; I ſhall ſcratch out his name, and 
« put down your's.” _ 

The countefs d'Eſtampes, miſtreſs. to the king, 
wiſhed him to draw advantage from this circumſtance. 
© "Brother, do you ſee that handſome lady?“ ſaid he 
to the emperor: She is of opinion that I muſt not 
<< let you depart till you have revoked the treaty of 
<& Madrid.” Charles anſwered without ſeeming diſcon- 
certed: If the advice is good, you muſt follow it.” 
But the next day, before the counteſs, he let fall a ring 
of great value; and as ſhe haſtened to return ithim, after 
having picked it up: © No madam,” ſaid he, this dia- 


mond is in too beautiful hands for me to take it back 


<« again; M beg you will keep it for the ſake of me.” 
The emperor hardly arrived in Flanders, and ſum- 
moned to keep his word reſpecting the Milaneſe, boldly 
anſwers, that he had promiſed nothing. Francis was 
once more diſappointed in his expectation; but the 
height of imprudence was his acting as a friend with 
an artful enemy, -whoſe character was ſo well known, 
and by a miſtaken frankneſs to have entruſted him 
with the ſecrets of the king of England, and furniſhed 
him with the means of ſetting him at variance, not 
only with the Engliſh, but alſo with the Turk, 
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regut meme” avec les plus grands honneurs. On 
cite à ce ſujet un bon mot de Triboulet, fou de la. 
cour qui avoiĩt ſeul le privilege de tout dire. Il avoit 
&crit ſur ſes tablettes que Charles-Quint ẽtoit plus 
fou que lui de s 'cxpoſer A paſſer par le royaume. 
& Mais,” lui dit le roi, „ 6 je le laiſſe paſſer ſans 
lui rien faire, que diras-tu Cela eſt bien aiſe,” 
reprit Tales 17 'cffaceral fon nom, et j e e 
& le votre.” 5 ; 


1 


n comteſſe d'Eſtampes, - maitreſle du roi, "Ty: avoit 
conſeille de tirer parti de la circonſtance. « Voyez- 
os vous, mon frre, cette belle dame, dit-il a l' em- 
pereur? « elle eſt davis que je ne vous laiſſe point 
« partir, que vous n'ayez reEvoque le traite de Madrid.“ 
| Charles repondit ſans paroitre emu: Si Payis et 
4 bon, il faut le ſuivre.” Mais le lendemain, de- 
vant la comteſſe, il laiſſa tomber une bague de grand 
prix; et comme elle s'empreſſoĩit de la lui rendre, 
après Pavoir ramaſlee : © Non, madame,” dit- il, ce 
diamant eſt en trop belle main pour le repren- 
e 15 vous pris de le garder poury amour de 
** moi. 5 


. à peine arrivé en Fiendie; ſomme _ 
| 3s ſa parole pour le Milanes, répond hardiment qu'il 
n'a rien promis. Frangois ſe vit encore une fois 
fruſtré dans ſon attente; mais le comble de Pimpru- 
dence fut d'avoir agi en ami avec un ennemi ruſe, 
dont le caractère &toit fi connu; et par une franchiſe 
mal-entendue, de lui avoir confie les ſecrets du roi 
d' Angleterre, et de lui avoir fourni les moyens de 
le brouiller, non- ſeulement avec Anglois, mais encore 
zvec le 'Turc, ts | 
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Nu French ambaſſadors having been aſſaſſinated 
by order of the governor of Milan, was more than 
- a ſufficient reaſon to break the truce. The king 
made war againſt the emperor with redoubled animo- 

ſity. In 1544, he gained at Cerizoles, in Italy, a 
memorable victory, which, however, was of no avail. 
On the other hand, Henry VIII, enraged againſt Fran- 
cis for his indiſcreet confidence, leagued himſelf with 
the emperor, whom policy induced to forget the outrage 
done to his aunt. The Engliſh beſieged and took 
Boulogne, which was reſtored at the expiration of five 
years, for four hundred thouſand crowns of gold, 
There has never been- any new religion announ- 
ced, but immediately there were found ſeveral- pro- 
phets who have encroached upon each other. Cal- 
viniſm, which took its riſe in 1534, ſoon took root 
jn the kingdom, and gave birth to civil wars. Calvin, 
its author, a clergyman of Noyon, was forced to 
quit his country, although protected by Margaret of 
Navarre, and although his book of chriſtian inſtitu- - 
tion 'was dedicated to the king.. He became the head of 
religion at Geneva. His doctrine differing in ſome 
points from that of Luther, was flill more incompa- 
üble with the cuſtoms of the Roman church, above all 
with regard to the exterior worſhip, which he ſtripped 

_ almoſt of all ceremony. This fimplicity of worſhip, 
without the practice of devotion, was ſeducing to men 
of wit, apparently advantageous to the people, well 
adapted to inflame the enthuſiaſm of the zealous, whom 
myitical ideas of perfection raviſhed to ecſtaſy; in 
ſhort, ſo much the more favourable to the republican . 
ſpirit already ſpread every where, as it baniſhed all 
Ed and left the STE of the churcheg 
11 


1 
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- Deux ambaſſadeurs de Francois, ayant ẽtè aſſaſſins 
par l'ordre du gouverneur du Milanès, ce fut une 
raiſon plus que ſuffiſante de rompre la trève. Le 


roi fit la guerre a Vempereur avec un nouvel acharne- 
ment. En 1544, il remporta a Cerizoles, en Italie, 
une. victoire mémorable, qui, ncanmoins, ne pro- 


duiſit aucun avantage. D'un autre cots, lenri VIII, 
irritè contre Frangois a cauſe de ſes confidences in- 


_ diſcrettes, ſe ligua avec Pempereur, à qui-la politique 


fit oublier-Voutrage fait a ſa tante. L'Anglois affiegea 


et prit Boulogne, qui fut rendu au bout de cing ans, 

moyennant quatre cent mille Ecus d'or. | 

_  Jamais il n'y a eu de nouvelle: religion annoncce, 
qu'auſſitt il ne ſe ſoit trouve pluſieurs prophttes 

qui ayent été ſur le marché les uns des autres. Le 


Calviniſme qui avoit pris naiſſance en 1534, ne tarda 


pas à s'enraciner dans le royaume, et à y enfanter 
la guerre civile. Calvin ſon auteur, ecclefiaſtique 
de Noyon, fut contraint de gexpatrier, quoique pro- 
tégé par Marguerite de Navarre, et quoique ſon livre 
de Vinſtitution chretienne fut dedie au roi, II de- 


vint le chef de la religion à Geneve, Sa doctrine, 


differente en quelques points de celle de Luther, &6toit 
encore plus incompatible avec les uſages: de Vegliſe 
Romaine, ſurtout par rapport au culte extẽrieur qu'il 
deépouilla preſque de toute ceremonie, Cette ſimpli- 
cité de culte, ſans pratiques de devotion, 'Etoit ſe- 


duiſante pour les gens d'eſprit, avantageuſe en ap- 


parence pour le peuple, tres-propre a enflammer en- 
thouſiaſme des fervens, que des idees myſtigues de per- 
fefion raviſſojent en extaſe, enſin d' autant plus favo- 
rable a Veſprit- republicain. d&ja répandu par- tout, 
dw elle banniſſoit toute hiFrarchie, et laiſſoit aux 


ancien 
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to the elders. It is from thence that this religion has 
taken the name of Preſbyterian, and it is that which 
the Proteſtants of France, Switzerland, Holland and 
Scotland have adopted in preference to Lutheraniſm. 

The diſputes about religion excited already a dan- 
gerous fermentation in France. The love of novelty, 
ſo prevalent among the French,—the taſte for litera- 
ture, conducive to incite the boldneſs of the mind, 


 -—the reaſons on which the Proteſtants grounded their 


maxims, the protection which Margaret, queen of 
Navarre, and fiſter to the king, a princeſs of diſtin- 
guiſhed genius, granted them, — the fires even in which. 
the Proteſtants were thrown, all contributed to the rapid 
progreſs of the new doctrine. The horrible execution 

of Cabrières, a little city of the Comtat, and Merindol, 
2 great town of Provence, ſerved only ſtill further to 
irritate the minds of the people. The inhabitants of 
theſe cantons ſtill preſerved the ſentiments of the ancient 
Vaudois, differing little from that of the Proteſtants, 
The parliament of Provence iſſued againſt them a bar- 
barous ſentence, which the king's cabinet ſuſpended a 
few years, but which cardinal de Tournon, -a prieſt 
| unworthy the name of a man, cauſed to be put in exe- 
cution, in 1545. The troops which baron de la Garde 
brought back from Italy, threw themſelves on theſe un- 
fortunate people. Three thouſand in number, without 
diſtinction of age or ſex, were maſſacred, and twenty- 
two towns or villages reduced to . for the honour 
of the Chriſtian faith, _ 

Peace had been made in 1544. mich the emperor, Do 
feared that 'he ſhould gain by this enterpriſe only the 
fruits of thatof Provence; it was alſo made in 1546, with 
pico TIO 925 did not enjoy it long. This prince, 

ae 
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anciens le gouvernement des Egliſes. C'eſt de là que 


cette religion a pris le nom de Preſoyterienne, et c' eſt 


celle que les rẽformés de France, de Suiſſe, de Hol- 


lande et d' Ecoſſe, ont ee de preference au Lu- 


théraniſme. 

Les diſputes de -celigioits excitoient 3008 en Frames 
une fermentation dangereuſe. L'amour de la nou- 
veaute, fi vif parmi les Frangais,—le gout des lettres, 


propre à aiguilloaner la hardieſſe de Ieſprit,—les Tai» 


ſons dont les Proteſtans appuyoient leurs maximes, 
Aa protection que leur accordoit Marguerite, reine 
de Navarre, {coeur du roi, Princeſſe d'un genie. diſ- 
tinguc, — les feux memes ou l'on jetoit les religion» 


naires, contribuerent aux progres rapides de la nou- 


yelle doctrine.  L'horrible: execution de Cabrieres, 
petite ville du Comtat, et de Merindol, gros bourg 
de Provence, ne ſervit qu'a Echauffer les eſprits. Les 
habitans de ces cantons conſervoient les ſentimens des 
anciens Vaudois, peu diffeggns de ceux des Pro- 
teſtans. Le parlement 3 rendit contre 
eux un arret barbare, que la cour ſuſpendit quel- 
ques annees; mais que le Cardinal de T ournon, Ppre- 
tre indigne du nom d'homme, fit mettre à ex6cution, en 


1545. Les troupes que le baron de la Garde ramenoit 


d' Italie, eurent ordre de ſe jeter ſur ces malheureux. 
Trois mille perſonnes, ſans diſtinction d' age ni de ſexe, 
furent maſlacrees, et vingt-deux bourgs ou villages rẽ- 
duits en cendres, pour Fhonneur de la foi chretienne. 
La paix $'&toit faite en 1544 avec Pempereur, qui 
craignoit de ne remporter de ſon entrepriſe que les 
fruits de celle de Provence; elle ſe fit en 1546 avee 
Henri VIII, qui n'en jouit pas long- temps. Ce 
| primes après avoir ao tout. a la fois PFeſclaye de ſeg 
| | paſſions 


— 
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after heving been at once the flave of his paſſions and 
the tyrant of his people, died at laſt in 1547. Fran- 
cis ſurvived him only two months. No longer miſled 
buy paſſions which he was at length unable to gratify, 

and become, as it were, wiſe in ſpite of himſelf, he 
_ feriouſly ſet about repairing his faults. He avgmented 
his finances, paid his debts, levied troops, formed ma- 
gazines, and occupied himſelf entirely with thoſe fine 
projects of reform which are the conſolation of old 
finners. But it was too late; his libertiniſm had ex- 
poſed him to that ſhameful diſeaſe which is the effect 
of debauchery ; and which the Spaniards had brought 

with the American gold, and tranſplanted to Naples. 
This was almoſt all that the French gained by their ex- 
peditions into Italy; the king died of it in 1 547, in the 
52d year of his age, and the 32d of his reign. 

During twenty-eight years of that time, an avowed 
rivalſhip ſubſiſted between him and the emperor, which 
involved not only their n dominions, but the greater 
part of Europe in wars, proſecuted with more violent 
animoſity, and drawn out to a greater length than my 
been ever known in any former period. 

Many circumſtances contributed to both. Their 
animoſity was founded in oppoſition of intereſt, heigh- 

tened by perſonal emulation, and exaſperated not only 
by mutual injuries, but by reciprocal inſults. ' At the 
ſame time, whatever advantage one ſeemed to poſleſs to- 
wards gaining the aſcendant, was wonderfully balanced 
by ſome favourable circumſtance peculiar to the other, 

The emperor's dominions were of great extent; the 
French king's lay more compact. Francis governed 
his kingdom with abſolute power; that of Charles 


was limited, but he ape the 1 want of authority 05 
3 | addreſs. 
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paſſions et le tyran de ſon peuple, mourut enfin, en 


1547. Frangois ne lui ſurvecut que deux mois. N'etant 


plus Egars par des paſſions qu'il ne pouvoit plus ſatis- 
faire, et devenu ſage en quelque fagon malgre lui, il 
penſoit ſẽrieuſement à reparer ſes fautes. Il augmen- 
toit ſes finances, payoit ſes dettes, levoit des troupes, 
formoit des magaſins, et $'occupoit de ces beaux pro- 
jets de rẽforme qui font la conſolation des vieux 
pecheurs, - Mais il n'etoit plus temps; ſon libertinage 
Favoit expoſe à cette maladie honteuſe que procure 
la débauche, et que les Eſpagnols avoient rapportee 
avec Por de VAmerique et tranſplantee à Naples. Ce 
fut à peu pres tout ce que les Frangais gagnerent aux 
expeditions d' Italie; le roi en mourut en 1547, dans 
la ga année de ſon ge, et la 325 de ſon regne. 
Durant vingt-huit ans de ſa vie, il ſubſiſta entre 


lui et Fempereyr une rivalité marquee, qui enveloppa 


non-ſeulement leurs propres Etats, mais encore la plus 
grande partie de PEurope dans des guerres, que Von 


pourſuivit de part et d'autre avec une animoſite et un 


acharnement inconnu juſqu' alors. 
]luſieurs circonſtances y contribuèrent. La jalouſie 
de ces princes Etoit fondee ſur une oppoſition d'in- 
tErets; excitce par une Emulation perſonnelle, elle 
Etoit encore fortifice par des injures mutuelles et des 
inſultes rẽciproques: Lorſque l'un paroiffoit devoir 
Vemporter ſur ſon rival, cet avantage fe trouvoit tou- 


jours contre-balance par quelque Garage 2s particu» 


liere qui favoriſoit l'autre. | 
Les domaines de Vempereur ẽtoient tres · tendus: 


ceux du roi de France, plus raſſembles. Frangois gou- 


vernoit ſon royaume avec un pouvoir abſolu; celui de 
Charles Etoit limité, mais il ſuppleoit. par l'adreſſe I 
. . . ce 


- 
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addreſs. The troops of the former were more im- 


petuous and enterpriſing; thoſe of the latter, better 
diſciplined and more e of fatigue, 


The talents and abilities of the we öenkbe were 
as different as the advantages which they poſſeſſed, 
and contributed no leſs to prolong the conteſt between 
them. Francis took his reſolutions ſuddenly, proſe- 
cuted them at firſt with warmth, and puſhed them into 
execution with a moſt adv enturous courage. But being 
deſtitute of the perſeverance neceſſary to ſurmount dif- 
ficulties, he often abandoned his deſigns, or relaxed 
the vigour of purſuit from impatience, and ſometimes 
from levity. Charles deliberated long, and determined 
with coolneſs; but having once fixed his plan, he ad- 
herd to it with inflexible obſtinacy, and neither dan- 
- ger nor difficulty could'1 turn him from the execution 
of it. | „ 
The ſucceſs of their enterpriſes was as different as 
their character, and was uniformly affected by them. 
Francis, by his impetuous activity, often diſconcerted 
the emperor's beſt-laid fchemes; Charles, by a more 
calm, but ſteady proſecution of his deſigns, checked 
the rapidity of his rival's career, and baffled or re- 
pulſed his moſt vigorous efforts. The former, at the 
opening of a war or campaign, broke upon his enemy 
with the violence of a torrent, and carried all before 
him; the latter, waiting until he ſaw the force of his 
rival begin to abate, recovered at the end not only all 
he had loſt, but made new acquiſitions. Few of the 
French monarch's attempts towards conqueſt, what- 
ever promiſing proſpects they might wear at firſt, were 
| con- 
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ce manque d'autorite. - Les troupes du premier Etoient 

pleines de feu et d'impẽtuoſitẽ; celles du.ſecond Etoient 
mieux diſciplinees et plus faites a la fatigue, 

. Les talens et l'habiletẽ des deux monarques Etoient 8 
auſſi diſſẽrens que les avantages qu' ils poſſẽdoĩent, et 
ils ne contribuèrent pas moins i prolonger leurs de» 
meles. Frangois prenoit ſon parti ſur le champ, pour- 
ſuivoit d'abord ſes entrepriſes avec chaleur, et $'y por- 
toit avec le courage le plus intrepide : mais comme il 
n' avoit pas cette perſeverance nẽgeſſaire pour ſurmonter 

les difficultes, il abandonnoit tout à coup fon deſſeln, | | ; 
et ſe relachoit de ſa premiere vigueur, ſouvent par im- 
patience, quelquefois par legErete. Charles delib&Qvit 

 long-temps,. et fe dẽterminoit de ſang froid ; mais une 
fois qu'il avoit forme fon plan, il s'y tenoit avec une 

- opiniatrets inflexible ; et ni dangers ni contre-temps ne 
pouvoient lui en faire perdre de vue l'exẽcution. 

Le ſucces de leurs entrepriſes fut auſſi different que 
leur caractère, qui y influoit d'une maniere uniforme. 

Frangois, par ſon ardeur et ſon impetuoſite, decon- 

_ certoit ſouvent les projets de Pempereur les mieux con- 
cus; Charles, par une maniere plus calme, mais plus 
ſire, d'exẽcuter ſes deſſeins, arretoit ſon rival dans fa 
courſe rapide, rompoit ſes meſures ou repouſſoit ſes 

efforts les plus vigoureux. L'un au commencement 

d'une guerre, ou a Vouverture d'une campagne, fondoit. 

ſur fon ennemi avec la violence d'un torrent, et en- 
trainoit tout devant lui; l'autre, en attendant le mo- 

ment oũ la force de ſon ennemi commengoit à s abattre, 

, Tecouvroit à la fin non- ſeulement tout ce qu'il ayoit 

perdu, mais faiſoit encore de nouvelles acquiſitions. 

Des conquetes entrepriſes par le monarque Frangais, 

avec quelque apparence de ſucces qu'il les eüt com- 

| So | mencees 
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conducted to an happy iſſue; many of the emperor's 
enterpriſes, even after they had appeared deſperate and 
impracticable, terminated in the moſt proſperous man- 
ner. Francis was dazzled with the ſplendor of an un- 
dertaking; Charles was allured with the 15 e of 
its turning to his advantage. 


The degree, however, of their comparative merit 
and reputation, has not been fixed either by a ſtrict 
ſcrutiny into their abilities for government, or by an 
impartial conſideration of the greatneſs and ſucceſs of 
their undertakings; and Francis is one of thoſe mo- 
nazchs who occupies a higher rank in the temple of 
Fame, than either his talents or achievements entitle 
him to hold. Captivated with his perſonal qualities, 
his ſubjects forgot his defects as a monarch; and ad- 
miring him as the moſt amiable and accompliſhed gen- 
tleman in his kingdom, they never murmured at his 
acts of mal-adminiſtration, which in a prince of leſs 
engaging diſpoſitions, mey would have deemed un- 
pa rdonable. 


His raſhneſs, his Ro" PN his taſte fas 1 and 
expenſe, no leſs contributed to his misfortunes, than 
the {kill and cunning of his rival. 


The happy circumſtance of the renewal of the 
arts took place in the time of Francis; and flatterers 
bave called him, ſome the father, others the reſtorer 
of the belles lettres, becauſe he was fond of them, and 
cultivated and protected them. He founded the royal 
college and the preſs at the Louvre; he enriched his li- 
brary with the beſt books, where they were little known 
before his time. He built Fontainbleau; and it was he 
who ordered the public acts ſhould be written in French. 

g . 5 "FR 
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menctes, tres-peu eurent des ſuites hevreuſes : ; plu- 


fieurs de celles de Pempereur, meme apres avoir paru 
impraticables ou dEſeſperses, ſe terminèrent de la ma- 


nière la plus avantageuſe. Frangois ſe laiſſoit Eblovir 


par Veclat d'une entrepriſe'; Charles n'y tenoit que me 
Peſpoir qu'elle tourneroit à ſon profit, 
Au reſte, pour tracer le patallèle que Von vient de 
voir du merite et de la reputation de ces deux princes, 
on n'a ni examine rigoureuſement leur habileté dans 


le gouvernement, ni confidere d'une manière impar- 


tiale Vimportance et la reuſſite de leurs entrepriſes; 
et Francois eſt un de ces monarques, qui occupent, datis 
le temple de la renommee, une place plus diſtingute 
que celle où par leurs talens et leurs actions ils auroierit 
pu pretendre. Epris de ſes qualites perſonnelles, ſes 
| ſujets oubliètent ſes defauts comme monarque, et en 
Padmirant comme le gentiliomme de ſon royaume le 
Plus aimable et le plus accompli, ils ne murmurètent 
jamais contre ſa mauyaiſe adminiſtration, qu'ils au- 
roĩent trouve impardontiable dans un prince dent les 
manieres euſſent © ẽtẽ moins engageantes. 


Sa témérité, fu négligenge, ſon goüt pour la ers 
et les plaiſirs ne eontribuèrent pas moins a ſes mals 
heurs, que Phabilete et la fineſſe de ſon rival, Miert 1 J 


Frangois. 8'eſt trouve dans la-cireonſtance heureuſe 
du renouvellement des arts, et des flatteurs Vont ap- 
pelé, les uns le pere, les autres le reſtaurateur des 
lettres, parce qu'il les a aimées, cultivees, protegees. 


Il a fonds le college royal, et Vimprimerie du Louvre; 
il a enrichi des meilleurs livres fa bibliotheque, où ils 


Etoient rares avant lai; il a bati Fontainebleau; et c'eſt 


1ui qui a ordonne que les actes hs fuſſent a Vavenir 
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To this his encomium is confined; whereas, the hiſtory 
of the miſchief he has done, would fill whole volumes. 
His rival was ſtill more unworthy ; for with equal am- 
bition, Francis had at leaſt a great fund of honour; in 
lieu of which, Charles poſſeſſed a gteat deal of pride 
and hypocriſy. They both have aſtoniſhed. Europe, | 
and paſſed during their lives for great perſonages, on 
account of their birth, and the part they have acted; but 
peoſtetity, at whoſe tribunal princes and kings muſt ex- 
pet to be arraigned, —and who, a niggard of her praiſes, 
LE denies them even to monarchs, unleſs they have de- 
* : ſerved them, will ſet a proper value on the brilliant qua- 
; Iities of Francis and Charles, and after minutely weigh- - 
ing their virtues and vices, will, perhaps, in the end, 
only conſider them as illuſtrious culprits. © God cauſed 
-  « them to be born envious of each other's grandeur,” 
ſays Montluc, ** which has been the ruin of a million 

* of families.“ 

Anne of Britanny had began to attrad ladies to court; 
but i it was only under Francis I that they appeared there 
with eclat. They inſenſibly ſoſtened the rudeneſs of - 

manners natural in a warlike nation; dn the other hand, 
the intrigues of the conrt became more dangerous and 
more frequent. Yet luxury was till ſo limited, for want 
of induſtry, that the greateſt lords carried their wives 
behind them on horſeback into the country. 
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ecrits en Francois. Voila à quoi ſe reduit ſon Eloge; 


tandis que Vhiſtoire des maux qu'il a faits, ou laiſſẽ 
faire, contiendroit des volumes. Son rival valoit encore 
moins que lui; car AVEC une ambition égale, Frangois 
avoit au moins un grand fonds d'honneur; au lieu 
que Charles, en place d'honneur, avoit un grand 


fonds d'orgueil et d'hypocriſie. Tons. Jes. deux: ont : 


Etonne Europe, et paſſẽ de leur vivant pour de grinds | 


perſonnages, a cauſe de Jeur naĩſſance et du role qu ils 


ont jduẽ; mais la poſtérité, au tribunal de lac T ; 


princes et rois doivent s'attendre de comparettre;-et 


qui avare 8e ſes lovanges, les refule zur mshasquet 


meme; s ils he les ont meétitéts, appréciera & leur 
juſte valeur les qualités brillantes de Frangeis et de 
Charles, et apres avoit ſerepuleuſement peſé leut 
vertus et leurs vices, finira peut- etre par he Voir en 
eux que d'illuſtres coupables. Dieu les fit Hatte,“ 
dit Montluc, envieux de la grandeur lun de autre; 
« ce quiacauſc-laruine d'un million de familles. 
Anne de Bretagne avoit commence , ps 
femmes a; la; cour; mais ce ne fut gue Joys Fra is. 
qu'elles, y, parurent avec &clat;.elles adoucirent. enfi- 
blement la rudeſſe de morurs naturelle 3 une nation 


guerriere; ꝗ un antre cott les intrigues de courengevine 
rent plus vives et plus dangereuſes. Du xeſie le luxe, 


ayoit, encore des bornes  &troites, fauts d'indyſtrie; 
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ISSIMULATION, indirect practices, ſecret pro- 
2 teſtations againſt treaties, promiſes without good 
faith, injuſtice coloured with art, were become, fince 
Lewis XI, a ſort of ſcience, added to the ſcourge of 
war for the deſolation of Europe. We ſhall ſee this 
pretended ſcience, oftentatiouſly called policy, though 
inwardly breathing nothing but fraud and artifice, 
form the foundation of government in the pune part 
of the following reigns. , ' 
Henry II, ſon of Francis I, aſciriled” the inc: 
In 1547, at the age of 29 years. He had rather all 
the qualities of a warrior, than thoſe of a king; a great 
deal of addreſs and courage; being too eaſily governed, 
and poſſeſſed by a blind paſſion for Diana of Poictiers, 
his miftreſs, whom he made ducheſs of Valentinois, 
an intriguing, ſpirited woman, capable, notwithſtand- 
ing her age of 47 years, to ſubdue a young 2 under 
whoſe name the reigned * | | 


All the efforts of France were Coon turned againſt 
Charles V, whoſe deſpotiſm offended the Germans. 
"Henry, in order to defend the Germanic liberty, 
went to Lorraine in 1551, and ſeized the three biſhop- 


rics 1 Shao Toul and Verdun, Charles appeared 
8 before 
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I A difimulation, les detours, les proteſtations ſe- 


crettes contre les traites, les promeſſes fans bonne 


foi, les injuſtices colorees avec art, ẽtoĩent depuis Louis 


XI une ſorte de ſcience, ajoutee au fleau de la guerre 


pour la deſolation de l'Europe. Nous allons voir 


cette pretendue ſcience, qu'on a appelẽe du nom im- 
poſant de politique, mais qui au fond ne reſpire que 


la fraude et Vartifice, faire la baſe du CO TRI | 


ſous la plupart des r&gnes qui vont ſuivre. 


Henri II, fils de Frangois I, monta fur le tröne en 


1547, 2 à Page de 29 ans. II avoit toutes les qualités 


d'un guerrier, plutöôt que celles d'un roi; beaucouß 


d'adreſſe et de courage; trop de penchant à ſe laiſſet 
gouverner, et une paſſion aveugle pour Diane de 
Poitiers, fa maitreſſe, qu'il fit ducheſſe de Valentinois. 
Cette femme intriguante, et ſpirituelle, fut afſez habile 
pour ſubjuguer, malgrẽ ſon age de 47 ans, un jeune 
roi, ſous le nom de qui elle regna en ſouverainee. 


Tous les efforts de la France ſe tournerent bientôt 
contre Charles-Quint, dont le deſpotiſme revoltoit 


Allemagne. Henri, pour defendre la liberté Ger- 
manique, paſſa en Lorraine, et s empara, en 1551, 
des trois Eveches, Metz, Toul et Verdun, Charles 
Ll e i LO OP ae, 
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before Metz, with the moſt formidable army he had 
ever brought into the field; Francis, duke of Guiſe, 
defended that place with heroic courage, and forced the 
emperor to raiſe the fiege. Charles vented his fury on 
Terouane, a ſtrong city of the Low Countries, which 
was taken by ſtorm and razed to the ground, Heſdin 
underwent the ſame fate. Iris upon-ruing, and in rivers 
of blood that ambitious princes eſtabliſh their grandeur. 

Nevertheleſs this prince, after having ſo violently 
agitated nations, wiſhed to live in retirement. He 
reſigned the crown of Spain, in 1555, to Philip II, 
his ſon, an ambitious, hypocritical and cruel prince, 
who had juſt' married the ſanguinary Mary, queen 
of England, whom he governed, but did not 15 
Before he went to his retreat, being deſirous that his ſon 
thould peaceably begin his reign, he had agreed with 
Henry II on a ſuſpenſion of arms; but at the infti- 
gation of pope Paul TV, they were ſoon reaſſumed. 
The duke of Guiſe was fent with a powerful army into 
Italy; not finding that aid which the pope had pro- 
miſed, he badly fuftained his brilliant reputation. 
Philip II, aſſiſted by the Engliſh, befieged St. Quin- 
tin, with an army of 50, 0 men. The conftable 
Montmorenci, whom the king had recalled to court 
ar the beginning of his reign, wiſhing to fuccour the 
place, was beaten, and made. priſoner by Emmanuel 
Philibert, duke of Savoy, one of the greateſt generals of 
the age.” This battle of St. Quintin may be com- 
pared to thoſe which had hank; a e maſters 1 
half the kingdom. 

Ik the duke of Savoy; with bis wvidortit army, 
had marched direct to Paris, he might, perhaps, have 


ſeized on it; terror having 1 itſelf every where. 
| But 
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fe preſenta devant Metz, avec la plus formidable atme 
qu'il eat jamais miſe en campagne; Frangois, duc de 


Guiſe, defendit cette place avec un courage heroique, 
et forga Vempereur de lever le fiege. Charles ſe vengea 


fur Terouane, ville forte des Pays-bas, qui  fut- priſe 


d'aſſaut, et raſẽe de fond en comble. Heſdin ſubit 


le meme ſort. C'eſt ſur des ruines, et dans des fleuves 


de ſang que les princes e ctabliſſent leur 
. | | 

Ce prince *neanmoins, apres avoir agits G 3 
ment les nations, voulut vivre en ſolitaire. En 1555 
il réſigna la couronne d'Eſpagne a Philippe II, ſon 
fils, prince ambitieux, hypocrite et eruel, qui venoit 


d'epouſer la ſanguinaire Marie, reine d'Angleterre, 


qu'il gouvernoit et n'aimoit point, Avant de ſe rendre 
dans ſa retraite, et voulant que fon fils conimengat 
paifiblement ſon regne, il étoit convenu avec Henri II 
d'une ſuſpenſion d armes; mais à Vinftigation-du pape 


Paul IV, on les reprit bientöt. Le duc de Guiſe 
fut envoyẽ en Italie, avec une puiſſante armee; il n'y 


trouva point les ſecours que la pape avoit promis, et 
ſoutint mal fa brillante reputation, Philippe II, affiſts 


de PAngleterre, aſſiẽgea 8. Quentin avec une armee 


de 50,000 hommes. Le connetable de Montmorenci, 
que le roi avoit rappel à la cour an commencement de 
ſon regne, voulut ſecourir cette place; il fut battu et 


fait priſonnier par Emmanuel-Philibert, duc de Savoie, 


Pun des plus grands generaux de ſon ſiècle. Cette 
bataille de S. Quentin peut ſe comparer a celles qui 


avoient rendu les 1 en de fans moins 15 . 
5 1 2 1 
Si le duo hs Savuis avec ſon armee 3 


marchs droit a a Paris, il s'en ſeroit peut ·ꝭtre emparẽ; la 
„ | H 4. EE terreur 
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But Philip ſuſpecting that the prince his ally might 
be reconciled to France on advantageous terms; would 
not ſuffer him to advance into the country. | 
In the mean time the nobles haſtened from all —_ 
to the defence of the kingdom ; the principal cities were 
| eager to furniſh money. The king then found the 
truth of what his dying father had 'faid to him, that 
% the French were the beſt people in the world; and 
t that it was both a hardſhip and bad policy to tor- 
e ment them with extraordinary impoſts, fince they 
c bled fo freely for the exigencies of the ſtate.” 
The duke of Guiſe was immediately recalled from 
line, and had the title of lieutenant-general of the 
kingdom: beſtowed: upon him. | He had no ſooner 
muſtered his troops, than he formed a deciſive en- 
terpriſe, the apparent impoſſibility of which facili- 
tated its ſucceſs, In eight days, in the month of Ja- 
nuary, 1558, he forced Calais, which had coſt Ed- 
ward III eleven months ſiege, and which the Engliſh 
had held 210 years. Guines and Thionville were alſo 
taken by aſſault. Henry II availed himſelf of the 
moment of public rejoicings which his ſucceſs occa- 
fioned, to conclude the marriage of Francis, the dau- 
phin, with Mary Stuart, queen of Scotland, thereby de- 
figning to unite that kingdom to the crown of France; 
| but there being no iſſue of this Di the m__ 
r N AH 

In the following years: ack a treaty of peace was 
es: at Cateau-Cambreſis, with Philip II; the 
conditions of which were, that the Catelet, Ham, St. 
Quintin, and many other places, ſhould be given up to 

Spain; and that the duke of S l be . 
eee | . 5 
5 Atter | 


z 


terreur $'<toit repandue par- tout. Mais Philippe, ſoup- 
connant que le prince ſon alli pourroit ſe reconcilier 
avec la France a des conditions avantageuſes, ne Ae 
pas ſouffrir qu'il s avanęat dans le pays. n 
Cependant la nobleſſe accouroit de tous c6tes Ok 
la defenſe du royaume; les principales villes $'em- 
preſſoient à fournir de Vargent. Le roi connut bien 
alors la verite de ce que ſon pere lui ayoit'dit en mou- 
rant : ** Que les Frangais étoient le meilleur peuple 
% du monde, et qu'il y avoit tout enſemble de la 
« qurets et de la mauvaiſe politique de les tourmen- 
ter par des impots extraordinaires, puiſqu' ils ſ# 
„ ſaignoient fi liberalement pour les beſoins de l' tat. 
Le duc de Guiſe fut promptement rappelé d' Italie, 
et on lui donna le titre de lieutenant- général du 
royaume. II n'eut pas plut6t raſſemblé ſes troupes, 
qu'il forma une entrepriſe deciſive, dont l'impoſſibilitẽ 
apparente facilita le ſuccès. En huit jours, au mois 
de Janvier, 1558, il forga Calais, qui avoit cout onze 
mois de ſiege a Edouard III, et que les Anglois avoient 
conſerve Veſpace de deux cent dix ans. Guines et 
Thionville furent auſſi emportẽes d' aſſaut. Henri II 
ſaiſit le moment des réjouiſſances publiques que ces 
ſuccès occaſionnèrent, pour conclure le mariage de 
Francois, dauphin de France, avec Marie Stuart, reine 
d' Ecoſſe. II avoit deſſein de reunir ce nn à la 
couronne de France; mais comme il n'y cut point 
d'enfans de ce mariage, le projet manq ua. 
I'' année ſuivante, 1559, il ſe fit a Catcau-Cam- 
breſis un traité de paix avec Philippe II, dont les con- 
ditions furent que Von cẽderoit a VEſpagne le Catelet, 
Ham, S. Quentin avec pluſieurs autres b et Ws: 
le * de Savoie N retabli dans ſes Etats, | 
4752 
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After the peace was concluded, great preparations 
were made at court for the marriage of Margaret, the 
king's fiſter, with the duke of Savoy. The cuſtom of 
tournaments {till ſubſiſted; the king excelled in thoſe 
dangerous exerciſes, and commanded one on this oc- 
cafion. After having broken ſeveral lances with ſucceſs, 
he was defirous to try another with the count de Mont- 
gomery. He was wounded in the eye by a ſplinter 
of the lance, which 'paſſed obliquely the vizor of his 
helmet, and he died of this wound, aged 41 years, It 
was remarked as an effect of divine juſtice, that he who 
began his reign by permitting a duel, contrary to his 
conſcienee, between two principal gentlemen mg his 
court, ſhould alſo periſh by a duel. 8 5 
Henry II had married Catherine de Medieis t the 
niece of Clement VII, a woman of vaſt ſpirit, and 
F rho carried magnificence even to exceſs. He left four 
' fons, Francis, Charles, Alexander and Hercules; but 
the names of the two laſt were aftetwards changed to 
Henty and Francis. He alſo left three daughters, Eliſa- 
beth, queen of Spain; Claude, ducheſs of Lorraine; 
and Margaret, Who was at _ * of ns and 
afterwards of France. 
An edi& was forcibly enregiſtered in 1567, eſta- 
Bliſhing throughout the kingdom a tribunal of In- 
quiſition; : happily there was no time to give it a pro- 
per form. The edif of Ecouen, in 1559, condemned 
all Proteſtants to death, and forbade the judges to mi- 
rigate their puniſhment ; they were burnt alive with- 
out mercy. ' Some members of parliament were ar- 
reſted, for having made a motion to moderate the 
rigour of the ordinances. Their mild intentions, which 


. e Daniel calls compaſſion out of ſeaſon, would 
have 
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Apres que la paix fut conclue, on 'fit de grands 
ty 2 la cour, pour le mariage de Marguerite, - 
ſceur du roi, avec le duc de Savoie. L'ufage des tour- 


nois ſubſiſtoit encore; le roi excelloit dans ces dan- 
gereux exercices, il en ordonna un i cette occaſion. 
Apres avoir rompu plufieurs lances avec 'ſucces, il 


voulut jofiter de nouveau avec le comte de Mont- | 


gommeri; il fut blefſe i Pceil d'un éclat de lance qui 
paſſa à travers la viſière de fon caſque. Il mourut de 
cette bleſſute, i Page de 41 ans. Quelques perſonnes 
remarquèrent que c't toĩt un effet de la juſtice divine, 
que celui, qui au commencement de ſon regne avoit 
Permis un duel, contre ſa conſcience, entre deux des 


principaux ſeigneurs de fa Ges 72 de me me ee 


un duel. | 
Henri II avoit Ep6aſe la nice de Ciswent vir, 


Catherine de Medicis, femme d'un genie vaſte, et 


d'une magnificence qu'elle porta juſqu'a Pexc&s. It 
laiſſa quatre fils, Francois, Charles, Alexandre et Her- 
cules; mais on changea dans la ſuite les noms des 
deux derniers en ceux de Henri et de Frangois. II 
laiſſa auſſi trois filles, Eliſabeth, reine 4 Eſpagne; : 


Claude, ducheffe de Lorraine, et Marguerite qui fut 


Fabord'reine'de Navarre, et enſuite reine de France. 


On Edit enregiſtre par force en 1 557, Etabliſſoit dans 


le royaume un tribunal de FInquiſition : heureuſement 
on n'eut pas le temps de le former. L'edit d Ecouen. 


en 1559, condamnoit i mort tous les Proteſtans, 
avec defenſe aux juges de diminuer la peine. On les 
faiſoit brüler vifs fans mifcricorde Quelques mem- 
bres du parlement furent arretes, pour avoir ᷑té d'avis 
qu'on moderit la rigueur des ordonnances; leur eſprit 


de e que le IO) Daniel taxe de compaſſion 


= 


* 
” „ 
— —— ori egt — — 2 : a — — " — — = = 
— EFT ³ A ß ̃7̃ͤ7ʃ!nn nf ]§•—· . . —ͤ— — — — * — — = —— en DE ES. I_—— le v 
S — — — — 7 * De mo" — — - . —————— — ISL — ere ee Seen — — — 
2 Ee ach > — — ** * N 


"GA ee ED ** - 


neee 
2 Ta 2 


ern 
hy W r < 


rr 


PT 4c” mares ein woo Loa IO rad i DEP 


pam 3 1 


8 
* 
ol 
br 
[7 
1 
* 
þ 
. 
1 
7 
. 
7 
2 
1 
CY 
, 


— A 
o 
r 


05 | FRANCTS 14; in 
bave produced better effects than torments. By the 
ordinances of the king, the judges were enjoincd to 
| cauſe all thoſe to be arreſted as guilty of hereſy, who 
ſhould ſolicit in favour of heretics ; thus the ſenti- 
ments of humanity. became a crime againſt religion. 
In 15 58, there was an aſſembly of the States Gene- 
ral held in parliament, in order to obtain extraordi- 
nary ſubſidies. The magiſtracy therein obtained a 
place, and formed a fourth order, which took prece- 
dence of that of the commons. This is the firſt time 
they were admitted into the States, and pay have never 


Fnce e amongſt them. 


Henry II was yak by his eldeſt ſon Fa ANCIS 57% 
a young king of ſixteen, weak and ſickly, whoſe power 
was entirely engroſſed by a prince of the houſe of 
Guiſe, uncle to his wife, the beautiful . en 
of Scotland. 5 
In the ſhort e ee of this reign, which Was ly: 
17 months, the ſeeds of religious war ſprang up, the 
moſt terrible ſcourge the nation has experienced. The 
ambition of the great armed the fanaticiſm of the 
people; the reſult was, —unbounded evils, the remem- 
brance of which ought to inſpite horror towards that 
ſpirit of cabal which a falſe zeal e changes into 
frenzy. 3 | 
The duke of Guiſe, We 3 the N of 
| ack were ſolely at the head of affairs; this not 
only mortified Anne de Montmorency, who by his long 
ſervices, and his dignity of conſtable, thought he had a; 
right of. pretending to every thing; but alſo the princes 
of the blood, Anthony of Bourbon, king of Navarre,, 
and his brother the prince de Conde, Anthony, in- 
deed, 
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hors de ſaiſon, auroit produit de meilleurs effets que 
les ſupplices. Par les ordonnances du roi, il etoit 
enjoint aux juges de faire arreter, comme coupables - 
d'hẽrẽſie, tous ceux qui les fſolliciteroient en faveur 
des he Eretiques ; ainſi les ſentimens d'humanite de- 
venoient un crime contre la religion. 5 


En 1858, il y eut une afſemblee Ente tenue au 
parlement, afin d'obtenir des ſubſides extraordinaires. 
La magiſtrature y prit ſẽance, et forma un quatrièẽme 
ordre qui prẽcẽdoit celui du peuple. C'eſt la premiere 
fois qu'elle <toit entree aux Etats ; ; elle n' YE jamais 
repara „ e | 


© Henri II eut pour ſucceſſeur ſon fils alnẽ Pettis H. 
jeune roi de 16 ans, foible et maladif, dont la puiſ- 
ſance Etoit toute entière entre les mains d'un prince 
de la maiſon de Guiſe, oncle lo Lay Reems la Ae 
Marie, reine d'Ecoſſe. 


Dans la courte durte de ce regne, qui fut de 17 
mois, on vit eclorre les ſemences des 3 de re- 
ligion, le plus terrible flẽau qu' ait Eprouve le royaume. 
Lambition des grands arma le fanatiſme des peuples; 
il en reſulta des maux infinis,. dont la mémoire doit 
| inſpirer une vive horreur pour cet eſprit de cabale, 
| que | le faux zcle change toujours en fréneſie. 5 h 


a duc de Guiſe, et ſon. ure le Cardinal de Los 
raine, étoient ſeuls à la tete des affaires; ce qui mor- 
tiſia non- ſeulement Anne de Montmorenci, qui pat 
ſes longs ſervices et ſa dignitẽ de connetable, ſe croyoit 
en droit de pretendre à tout; mais encore les princes 
du ſang, Antoine de Bourbon, roi de Nayarre, et ſon 
| frere le-prince de nn Antoine, à la verite,, Etant 
Lifts d'un 


i 
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56 FRANCIS II. CHAT. XXIX. 
. Yeed, being of an eaſy diſpoſition, had nothing more 


in view than to recover his kingdom of Navarre; but 
the-prince of Conde was full of ambition, and ſo poor, 


that he could not live up to his high rank without ſome 


conſiderable employment. Beſides this, the Admiral 
Coligny, an artful, proud man, and his brother d' An- 
delot, of a bold, enterprifing temper, were continually 
inciting the prince of Conde to aſſert the ene 
of his family. : 

While the heads of the. houſes of Ron and 
Guiſe contended for the government, the queen dow- 
ager, Catherine de Medicis, a woman of a crafty and 
ſupple ſpirit, endeavoured to ſeize upon it, artfully 
fomenting the quarrels of the princes. For this end ſhe 
declared for the Guiſes ; the duke had the command of 
the army, and the cardinal the adminiſtration. of the 
finances. The conſtable Montmoreney was given to 
underſtand, that on account of his age he wanted re- 
poſe, and that he ought to retire from the court. To et 
rid of the prince of Condé, he was artfully ſent am- 
baſſador to Spain. Seeing themſelves thus excluded 
from all ſhare in the government, it was reſolved, at a 
meeting held to deliberate on what meaſures were moſt 
proper to be taken, that the king of Navarro ſhould, by 
cajoling the court, endeavour to procure their advance- 
ment; this he tried, but after being many times de- 
ceived with vain promiſes, he abandoned his purſuits. 

Tue prince of Condé, as lively and enterpriſing as 
. brother was phlegmatic and irreſolute, was deter- 
mided to puſh his fortune. Nor was it long before he 
leagued with Coligny and d' Andelot, nephew to the 
conſtable, and the partiſans of Calviniſm,” By their 
advice: he * GI to the Hugonots, * 

2 name 
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d'un caractere facile, navoit autre choſe en vue que 
de recouvrer ſon royaume de N avarre; mais le prince 
de Condé Etoit. plein d' ambition, et ſi pauvre, qu'il 
ne pouvoit ſoutenir ſon rang ſans avèir quelque 
emploi conſiderable. D'ailleurs Pamiral de Coligni, 


homme fier et ruſe, et d'Andelot, ſon frere,. qui Etoit 


d'un caractere hardi et entreprenant, excitoient conti- 


nuellement le prince de See a faicp ie les 15 


tentipns de {a famille. 18131 

Tandis que les chefs 45 la Gale 45 3 et 4 
celle des Guiſes ſe diſputoient le gouvernement de Pe tat; 
la reine -mère, Catherine de Medicis, princeſſe fouple 
et artificienſe, s efforgoit de 8'en emparer, fomentant 
adroitement la querelle de ces princes. Elle ſe declara 
enfin pour les Guiles; le duc eut le commandemerit 
de Varmee, et le Cardinal, adminiſtrationdes finances: 
On fit entendtre au connẽtable de Montmorenci, que 
vu ſon grand age il ayoit beſoin de repos, et qu'il devoit 
ſe retirer de la cour. Pour en ẽloigner adroitement- le 
prince de Conde, on Penvoya en ambaſſade a la cout 
d'Eſpagne. Se voyant ainſi exclus de toutes les places; 
ils $/afſemblerent pour deliberer, ſur les meſures des 
plus convenables, qu'il y; auroit à prendre, et il fut 
reſola que le roi de Navarre, en flattant la éburz 


travailleroit à leur avancement. C'eſt c qu'il tenta; 
mais: ayant ẽtẽ trompt pluſieurs fois N de vaines 


promeliss il abandonna ſes pourſujtes. 


Le prince de Conde, auſſi vif et „ 
ſon frre ẽtoit flegmatique et irrẽſalu, ẽtoit determine 
z pouſſer ſa fortune. Il ne tarda gottes à comploter 


avec Coliguy et d' Andelot, neveux du eonnẽtable, at 
pattiſans declares du Calviniſme. Par leurs conſeils al 
ſe joignit aux Huguenots, nom que Lon avoit donate 
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name all the reformed in France were called, Theſe 
people, at this time under cruel perſecutions, mortally 
_ - hated the Guiſes, whom they conſidered as the authors 
| of thoſe atrocious executions which every day took 
8 place. The execution of Anne du Bourg, a magiſ- 
| | | trate diſtinguiſhed by his birth, his morals and inte- 
| grity, whom an inquiſitor had juſt cauſed to be burnt, 
ſerved only violently to inflame the minds of the Pro- 
teſtants. Thus exaſperated to a revolt, they readily em- 
braced Conde for their leader. It was ſecretly agreed, 
that the Hugonots being aſſembled, ſhould demand at 
court the free exerciſe of their, religion, which being 
refuſed, the reſt were to go inſtantly in a body to aſ- 
ſaſſinate the Guiſes, and to force the king to put all au- 
thority into the hands of the Bourbons; farther they 
ſwore, not to attempt any thing againſt the king, the 
two queens and the princes. A gentleman of Perigord, 
named La Renaudie, was the chief of this conſpiracy ; 
the prince of Conde, without appearing to be ſo, was 
te ſoul of it. The execution being deferred on ac- 
count of the court's removal to Blois, the ſecret of the 
conſpiracy was betrayed by one Avenelles, an advocate, 
to whom La Renaudie had the imprudence to confide 
it. The court immediately retired to Amboiſe, and the 
duke de Guife, being declared lieutenant- general of the 
kingdom, took his meaſures ſo as not only to prevent 
carrying on the plot, but to guard againſt its conſe. 
Auences. On the day appointed, the conſpirators came 
from all quarters; they were way-laid, and defeated. La 
ERenaudie, with many others, periſhed ſword in hand. 
Thoſe who were ſecured did not eſcape torments. 
Amboiſe became a ſcene of bloodſhed; gh 1200 ell 
ae to the moſt wa vengeance. e 
5 The 


4 
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en France à tous les rẽformés. Ceux-ci qui Etoient 
alors cruellement perſẽcutẽs, haiffoient mortellement 
les Guiſes, qu'ils regardoient comme les auteurs des 


executions atroces qu'on faiſoit tous les jours. Le 


ſupplice d' Anne du Bourg, magiſtrat diſtingue par ſa 
naiſſance, ſes mœurs, ſon integrite, et qu'un Inqui- 


siteur venoit de faire brüler, ne ſervit qu'à echauffer 


violemment les eſprits. Les Proteſtans, ainfi portes à 
la rẽvolte ne balancerent point a prendre Conde pour 
leur chef. Ils convinrent ſecrettement que quelques - 


uns d'entr'eux ſe rendroient à la cour pour deman- 
der le libre exercice de leur religion, et que ſur le 


refus qu'on ne manqueroit pas d'en faire, tous les 


autres ſe rẽuniroient ſur le champ, iroient aſſaſſiner 


les Guiſes, et forceroient le roi de mettre entre les 
mains des Bourbons toute Pautorité. Du reſte ils 
jurèrent de ne rien entreprendre contre le roi, les 
deux reines et les princes.” Un gentilhomme” Peri- 
gourdin, nomtne 'La Renaudie, etoit le chef de cette 
conſpiration; le prince de Condé, ſans paroitre, en 
ẽtoĩt Tame. L'execution en ayant été différèe, parce 
que la cour s'ẽtoit rendue à Blois, le ſecret de la con- 


ſpiration fut trahi par un avocat nommé Avenelles, | 


a qui LaRenandie avoit eu Vimprudence de le confier, 
La cour ſe retira auffit6t 5 Amboiſe, et le duc de Guiſe, 
declare lieutenant-general du royaume, prit ſes meſures 
pour laiſſer Eclater le complot, et pour en prevenir les 
ſuites. Au jour marque les conjures arrivent par dic 
verſes routes. Ils etoient attendus, ils furent defaits. 
Pluſieurs avec la Renaudie perirent les armes a la main. 


Geux qu'on ſaiſit n'echapperent pas aux ſupplices. 


Amboiſe devint une eſpece de boucherie; on y compta 
environ 1200 victimes de la plus cruelle vengeance. 
. ä „„ 15 
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The prince of. Conde had come to court to wait the 
iſſue of the plot. Having been arreſted on vague ſuſ- 
picion, without any poſitive proof of guilt, he juſtified 
himſelf in open council with a great deal of eloquence, 
and was ſet at liberty. They even began to moderate 
the edits againſt the Calviniſts : it was ordained that 
_ thoſe only ſhould be puniſhed who were convicted of 
violence and ſedition. 

Some time after, a grand aſſembly was beld at Fon- 
tainbleau, for the purpoſe of finding a remedy to theſe 

internal divifions. - The Admiral Coligny preſented 
a a petition in the name of the Proteſtants, to obtain 

liberty of conſcience, and the public exerciſe of 

their religion. Two biſhops, John of Montluc and 
Charles of Marillac, feared not to ſpeak in their favour. 
They partly attributed the public evils to the-igno- 
rance and diſorders of the clergy. They ſpared neither 
the pope nor tlie biſhops, a great number of whom, 
anſtead of reſiding on their dioceſes, lived at Paris or at 
court, where they ſunk into effeminacy and neglect of 
their duty. Coligny harangued with more vehemence, 
and kept no meaſures with the Guiſes, who ſpake ac- 
cording to their principles, and as maſters of the 
government. The reſult of this aſſembly was the convo- 
cation of the States General at Orleans. The king of 
Navarre and the prince of Conde were requeſted to at- 
tend, on a promiſe of entire ſecurity. Scarcely were the 
two princes arrived, when Conde, who had planned 2 
new conſpiration, and which, like that of Amboiſe, had 
been diſcovered, was committed to priſon, Commiſſaries 
were nominated to carry on the proceſs againſt him; ever 
intrepid, be refuſed to acknowledge them; he demanded 


to be judged, according to the nn. of his birth, by 
. 2 Tow 


* 
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Le prince de Conde &toit venu à la cour, attendre 
Feffet du complot. Arrete ſur des ſoupgons vagues, 
ſans pouvoir étre convaincu, il ſe juſtifia en plein 


conſeil avec beaucoup eloquence, et on lui rendit la 


liberté. On commenga -mEme a modèrer les edits - 


contre les Calviniſtes: il fut ordonne qu'on puniroit 
ſeulement ceux qui ſeroient convaincus 1 violence et 
de ſedition. (65 S648 2 NR 
Quelque temps on tint à Fontainebleau une 
grande afſemblee, afin de chercher des remedes aux 
divifions inteſtines, C'eſt-la que Pamiral Coligni prẽ- 


ſenta une requete, au nom des Proteftans, pour obtenir 
la liberte de conſcience, et PFexercice public de leur 
religion, Deux Eveques, Jean de Montluc et Charles 


de Marillac, ne craignirent point de parler en leur 
faveur. Ils attribuèrent les maux publics en partie I 


ignorance et aux deſordres du clerge; n 'epargnant nĩ 


le pape, ni les &y&ques, dont un grand nombre, au lieu 
de reſter dans leurs dioceſes, et d'y mener une vie &di- 
fiante, vivoient à Paris et à la cour, ou ils croupiſſdient 
dans la molleſſe et dans YVoubli de leurs devoirs. 
Coligni harangua avec plus de vẽhẽmence, et ne me< 
nagea point les Guiſes; ceux-ci parlèrent ſelon leurs 
principes, en maitres du gouvernement. Le reſultat 
de cette aſſemble fut la "convocation des Etats- Gene 


- Faux! à Orleans, Le roi de Navarre et le prince de 


Conde y-furent mandes; on leur avoit promis süreté 


entière. A peine les deux princes ſont- ils arrives, que 


Conds, qui avoiĩt tramé une nouvelle conſpiration, de- 
couverte comme celle d' Amboiſe, fut arrete et mis en 


priſon. On nomma des commiſſaires pour inſtruire ſon 


procès toujours intrepide, il refuſa de leur repondre; il 
A A etre Jugs, ſelon le privilege de fa naiſſance, 
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the court of peers ; nevertheleſs, the ſentence of death 
was drawn up. The Guiſes, become more audacious. 
ſince they had their enemies in their power, thought 
themſelves ſure of a complete triumph, when the king 
died after a few days ilineſs, of an abceſs in his head; 
which entirely changed the face of affairs. 
Francis II was aged ſeventeen. By ſome he was 


called, on account of the innocence of his manners, 


the king without vice :—a title more glorious than all 
others, when it is not founded in arr of _ 
but in en virtue. 


CHAP. xXx. fi 


CHARLES . 


IRAN CIS II was Fagencdhnd: by his — 
1 Charles IX, who was only ten years old. The 
queen - mother wiſhed to govern ; her crafty policy 
managed all parties, ſo as to oppoſe the one to the 
other. Conds was ſet at liberty; an arret of the privy 
council declared him innocent. The princes of the 
Houſe of Boutbon and the Guiſes, ſeemed to depoſit 
their mutual enmity in the hands of Medicis. 

The States General were convoked at Orleans, in 
1550; but they did not produce any real benefit. The 
Third Eſtate and the Nobility, demanded a reform of 
the Clergy, whoſe ignorance, luxury, avarice, and cor- 
ruption were the cauſe of all the troubles; the Clergy, 


under pretence of ren all innovation, deelaimed 
* againſt 


' Cay, XXX. CHARLES IX. 58 
par la cour des pairs. On ne laiffa pas de dreſſer 


Parret de mort. Les Guiſes devenus plus audacieux 


depuis qu'ils tenoient leurs ennemis, ſe croyoient sürs 
d'un triomphe complet, lorſque le roi mourut apres 
quelques jours de maladie, d'un abſcès dans la tte; 
ce qui changea entièrement la face des affaires. 
Frangois II etoit àgẽ de 17 ans. Quelques uns rap 
pelojent a cauſe de Pinnocence de ſes mœurs, le roi 
fans vice: titre plus glorieux que tout autre, quand i a 


pour fondement, non pas Timbéeilmé de Peſprit, mais 


| la r et la vertu. 


CHAP, XXX. 
CHARLES e 
Ppnangons II eut pour ſucceſſeur ſon  frere; 


Charles IX, qui n'avoit encore que dix ans. La 
reine-mere youloit gouverner; ſa politique adroite mẽ- 


nageoit tous les partis, pour ſe ſervir des uns. contre 


les autres. * Conde ſortit de priſon; un arret du conſeil 
prive le declara innocent. Les princes de la maiſon 
de Bourbon er les Guiſes, parurent depoſer entre les 
mains de Medicis leur inimitie mutuelle, - 

Les Etats-Generaux furent convoques a Orleans; 
en 1560; mais ils ne produifirent aucun bien rel. 
Le Tiers-Etat et la Noblefle demanderent la reforme 
du Clergé, dont Vignorance, le luxe, Favatice, et la 


corruption Etoient la cauſe de tous les troubles; le 
e ſous N à toute innovation, 
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wo CHARLES IX. Cuar. XXX. 
againſt the new doctrine hieb cenſured the ir ſcandalous 
life. It was declared, that the queen ſhould govern 
the kingdom jointly with and by the advice of the king 
of Navarre. This princeſs, with a view to reconcile 
the Catholics and the Proteſtants, propoſed the ex- 
pedient of a public conference with each other. The 
vanity. of the Cardinal of Lorraine, who flattered 
himſelf he ſhould ſhine in the diſpute, made him adopt 
the project; and in 1561; was held the famous con- 
ference of Poiſſy, which ſerved only to render each 
party more firm in their ſentiments. The Cardinal of 
Lorraine, and Theodore de Beza, a diſciple of Calvin, 
as amiable as his maſter was ſevere, ſignalized their 
eloquence and knowledge. Lainez, ſecond general 
of the 'Jeſuits, and the principal author of their 
inſtitutes, had been ſent to that aſſembly by pope 
Pius IV; he there harangued with a boldneſs that 
bordered on inſolence, and offended the queen. Never- 
theleſs, he obtained credit enough to cauſe the act to 
be paſſed for the eſtabliſhment of the Jeſuits in form 


of a college. Such was the feeble commencement of 
a ſociety, which ſoon extended itſelf through all the 
- kingdom, ſo as to become a body equally powerful 


and celebrated. Rome could not oppoſe to its ene- 
mies more zealous defenders. A peculiar vow of obe- 


dience, connecting this order more than any other to 


the court of Rome, could not fail to make it a prin- 
cipal inſtrument of its deſigns. Thus did the pope, 
in 1540, give his approbation to this riſing ſociety, 
which its founder was ſo dexterous as to devote entirely 
to the Holy See. The old and new world, cities and 
courts ſoon ſw armed with Jeſuits,, among whom ſome 
eee themſelves by: their talents and virtues, 
4 1 1 and 


CuAr. XXX, CHARLES IX. 59 
declama contre la nontelle doctrine qui cenſuroit fa 
vie ſcandaleuſe. On declara que la reine gouverneroit 
le royaume conjointement et par le conſeil du roi de 
Navarre. Cette princeſſe, dans la vue de raccommoder 
les Catholiques avec les Proteſtans, propoſa Vexpe- 
dient d'une conference publique entre les uns et les 
autres. La vanité du Cardinal de Lorraine, qui fe 
flattoit de briller dans la diſpute, fit adopter ce pro- 
jet; et en 1561, ſe tint le fameux colloque de Poiſſi, 
qui ne ſervit qu'a rendre chacun plus ferme dans 
ſes ſentimens. Le Cardinal de Lorraine, et Theo- 
dore de Beze, diſciple de Calvin; auſſi aimable que 
ſon maitre ẽtoit dur, y ſignalèrent leur Eloquence et 


leur ſavoir. Lainez, ſecond general des Jefuites, 


et le principal auteur de leur inſtitut, avoit été en- 


voye à cette aſſemblte par le pape Pie IV; il y haran- 


gua avec une hardieſſe qui tenoit de Vinſolence, et 
qui choqua la reine. Neanmoins il ent aſſez de 
erẽdit pour faire paſſer l'acte de Verablifſement des 
Jeſuites en forme de college. Tel fut en France, le 
foible commencement d'une compagnie qui $'Etendit 
bientôt par tout le royaume, juſqu'i devenir un corps 


auſſi puiffant que celebre, Rome ne pouvoit oppoſer 
a ſes ennemis de plus zeles defenſeurs. Un vau. 
particulier Tobtilance, en liant cet ordre plus que ; 


tout autre a la cour Romaine, devoit en faire un 


des principaux inſtrumens de ſes deffeins. Auſſi le 


pape, en 1540, avoit-il approuve cette ſociẽté naif. 
ſante, que ſon fondateur eut l'adreſſe de dẽ vouer en- 
tièrement au Saint-Siege. | L'ancien et le nouveau 
mon d e, les villes et les cours ſe remplirent bient6t 


de Jéſuites, parmi leſquels pluſieurs ſe diſtinguèrent 


1 leurs _—_ et leurs vertus, ainfi que beaucoup 
I 4 | _ Cautres 
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and many others by their prejudices and ame 
ſyſtems. 

After the conference. of Poiſſy, and ſtill more by 
the hopes with which he was flattered, the king of 
Navarre, father of Henry IV, took part with the Ca- 
tholicks, and joined himſelf with the duke of Guiſe, 
the conſtable Montmorency, and Marſhal de St. 
Andre, who formed a party called the Triumvirate. 

The queen- mother, whoſe grand maxim was, to 
divide in order to reign, thought ſhe would not be able 
to balance ſo conſiderable a faction but by ſtrengthen- 
ing the contrary one. This was the motive for an edit 
by which the Proteſtants were granted liberty of con- 
ſcience, on condition that they ſhould hold their aſſem- 

blies in the ſuburbs and not in the cities. An infinite 

number of perſons, who had been reſtrained through 
fear, began to throw off the maſk; they ran every where 
to the meetings; the convents were deſerted; the Catho- 
lics and Proteſtants inſulted each other. The people, 
always inclined to exceſs, eaſily become furious in re- 
ligious quarrels; the leſs they reaſon the more they are 
inflamed. There wanted but a little ſpark to cauſe a ge- 
neral conflagration; the maſſacre of Vaſſy, in Cham- 
pagne, was the ſignal for civil war. The duke of Guiſe 
paſſing through this town with a numerous retinue, 
many of his valets and ſoldiers diſturbed the meeting 
\ which was held in a barn. From words they came to 
blows.. Guiſe running to quell the tumult, was wound- 
ed by a ſtone. His people, under pretence of revenging 
him, ruſhed upon the Hugonots, and killed a great 
number. of them. The Proteſtants demanded juſtice 
for this maſſacre, and could not obtain it; Guiſe was 


e at Paris with great punt | 4-259 . 
| The 
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d'autres par leurs Prejuges et leurs ane a. 
gereux. 

Après le e de Poifſ, et og encore PRE 
eſperances dont on le flatta, le roi de Navarre, pre 
de Henri IV, embraſſa le parti des catholiques, et 
s' unit au duc de Guiſe, au connẽtable de Montmarenci, 
et au marechal de 8. André, qui formoient un parti 
appelẽ le Triumvirat. 

La reine mere, dont la grande maxime ctoit qu'il 
faut diviſer pour. regner, crut ne pouvoir balancer une 


faction fi conſiderable qu'en fortifiant la faction con- 


traire. Ce fut le motif d'un edit par lequel on accordoit 


aux Proteſtans la libertẽ de conſcience, à condition qu'iis 


tiendroient leurs aſſemblees dans les faubourgs et non 
dans les villes. Une infinite de perſonnes que la crainte 


retenoit, commencèrent à lever le maſque; partout on 


couroit au preche, on dẽſertoit les couvens, on inſultoit 


les Catholiques, qui de leur cote inſultoient les Pro- 
teſtans. Le peuple, toujours ports aux excès, devient 
aiſẽ ment furieux dans les querelles de religion; moins 


il raiſonne, plus il 8'enflamme. 11 falloit peu de choſe 
pour cauſer un embriſement general; le maſſacre de 
Vaſſi en Champagne, fut le ſignal des guerres civiles. 
Le duc de Guile paſſant par cette ville avec un nom - 
breax cortege, pluſieurs de ſes valets et de ſes ſoldats 
troublerent le preche qui ſe tenoit dans une grange. 
Des injures on en vint aux coups. 'Guiſe accourut 
pour appaiſer le tumulte, et fut bleſſs d'une pierre. 
Ses gens, ſous prétexte de le venger, firent mains 
baſſe ſur les Huguenots, et en tuèrent un grand nom- 
bre. Les Proteſtans demandèrent juſtice de ce maſſa .- 
cre, et ne purent Fobtenir; Guiſe nm wo F huts: 
ou de grands applaudiſſemens, N 
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6: CHARLES IX. Car. XXX. 
"Tha king of Navarre and the Triumvirate, to ſecure 


to themſelves the perſon of the king, forced him to quit 
Fontainbleau, and to follow them to Paris. Conde, 


ſolieited by the queen-mother, ſeized upon Orleans, 


which he made his arſenal. Rouen was taken by 
aſſault, and ſacked by the Catholics, The two armies 
at laſt fought, in 1563, at Dreux, with all the rage that 
characterizes civil war, and above all, thoſe of religi- 
on. The two generals, the prince de Condé and the 
conſtable, were made priſoners, but the royaliſts ob- 
tained the victory. Guiſe directly undertook the ſiege 


of Orleans; one of its ſuburbs had already been taken 


by aſſault, when this general, who was the ſcourge of 


the Proteſtants, was baſely aſſaſſinated by a young gen 


tleman named Poltrot, Thus periſhed a great man, in 
whom nothing was wanting to make him a model of 


Heroiſm, but to have (confined has ambition to the 


glory of virtue. | 

Henry de Guiſe, his eldeſt ſon, from this momerit 
PE et the plan of ruining admiral Coligny, who 
was accuſed, without FRG 145 __ concurred 
in this aſſaffination. 

A treaty of peace, by whicks liberty: af een 
was again confirmed, terminated this firſt civil war; 
but it was not long before a ſecond burſt forth, and in 
1567, was fought the battle of St. Denis, where the 
victory of the royaliſts was nearly doubtful, though 
their army was three times as ſtrong as that of the 
prince de Condé. This day terminated the career 
of the conſtable Montmorency; this illuſtrious war- 
rior received eight wounds, and preſerved his firm- 
neſs to the end. His great maxim was in three words 


Was 
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Lee roi de Navarre et le Triumvirat; pour s'aſſurer 
4s la perſonne du roi le forcerent..de quitter Fontaine- 


bleau, et de les ſuivre à Paris. Conde ſollicite par 
la-reine-mere, s'emparad'Orleans dont il fit fa place 


d'atmes. Rouen fut pris d'aſſaut et ſaccage par les 


Catholiques. En 1563, les deux armé'es combatti- 
rent enfin à Dreux, avec tout Pacharnement qui ca- 


raQeriſe les guerres civiles, et ſurtout les guerres de | 


religion. Les deux generaux. furent faits priſonniers, 
le prince de Conde et le connetable, mais les royaliſtes 
remportèrent la victoire. Guiſe entreprit auſſitöt le 
ſiége d' Orléans; un des faubourgs avoit dEjA ẽtẽ pris 


d'aſſaut, lorſque ce general, qui ẽtoit le fleau des Pro- 


teſtans, fut lachement aſſaſſinè par un jeune gentil- 


homme nommè Poltrot. Ainſi perit un grand homme, 


à qui il ne manquoit pour Etre un modele d'heroiſme 
que de borner ſon ambition à la gloire des vertus. 
Henri de Guile, ſon fils aine, congut des ce mo- 
ment le deſſein de perdre Vamiral Coligny, que Von 


accuſoit fans een, en. e dans cet aſ- 


alen. : 23 5 ; A: 


Un eraits de paix, par Leh a liberts 4 Hangs 
en fut de nouveau confirmee, termina cette pre- 


mière guerre civile; mais une ſeconde ne tarda pas 


a éclater, et en 1569, ſe liyra la bataille de Saint- 


Denis, oa la victoire des royaliſtes fut preſque dou- 
teuſe, quoique. leur arme ft trois fois plus forte 
que celle du prince de Condé. Cette journée ter- 
mina la carriere du connetable . de Montmorenci; 
cet illuſtre guerrier y regut huit bleſſures, et con- 


ſerva juſqu'au bout ſa fermete. Sa grande maxime 
Etoit en trois mots, une foi, une loi, un roi. La 


20 de anüunfe ne fut e remplie, parcę 


7 Tay | qu'elle | 


| Catholic, She came in perſon to preſent her ſon to the 
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was not filled up again, becauſe it gave too much power 
to a ſubject. I have no need of any one to carry my fword, 


ſaid Charles IX; I can carry it very well myſelf. 


The duke of Anjou, a young prince of fixteen, bro- 


ther to the king, was named lieutenant of the kingdom, 


and ſet at the head of the army, the real generals of 
which were dependent on the queen. The war ſoon 


finiſhed by a treaty, leſs honourable to the court than 


advantageous to the Calviniſts, to whom liberty of 
conſcience was confirmed. 

This was only an appearance of peace; war was fon 
again rekindled. The ediQts for liberty of confcience 


were revoked, and the Calviniſts called to their aid 
the Germans and the Engliſh, Ravages, hoftilities, 


and maſſacres deſolated France, as if ſhe had been over- 
whelmed with barbarians. Two great armies of 
Frenchmen engaged in battle at Jarnae near Sain- 
tonge, The duke of Anjou, under the direction of 
the Marſhal de Tavannes, obtained the victory. Mon- 
teſquiou, the captain of his guards, ſhot in cold blood, 
with a piſtol, and it is ſaid by order of his-maſter, 
the prince-de Conde, who had jeſt ſurrendered himſelf 


covered with wounds. | 
Admiral Coligny, of all men in the won the * 


fertile in reſources, ſaved the ſcattered remains of the 
Proteſtant army, and made himſelf dreaded even after 


their defeat. To Conde, the loſs of whom ſeemed to 
be the ruin of his party, ſucceeded another prince of the 


blood; this was Henry, prince of Bearn, afterwards 
known by the name of Henry IV, fon to Jane d' Albret, 


queen of Navarre, a princeſs of uncommon merit, and 
as zealous a Proteſtant as her huſband had been a weak 


Vane 


* 
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qu'elle donnoit trop de pouvoir à un ſujet. Je ai 
gue faire de perſonne pour porter mon * diſoit 
Charles IX; Fe la porterai bien-moi-mtme. 
On nomma lieutenant-general du royaume le duc 
C Anjou, frere du roi, jeune prince de ſeize ans; et 
on le mit à la tète de Parmee, dont les veritables'gene-- 
raux dependoient de la reine. La guerre finit bientõt 
par un traitẽ, moins honorable pour la cour, qu'avan- 


tageux pour les Calviniſtes, & 1 dens Cords nl | 


libertẽ de conſcience. - $54 22h 
Cette paix nꝰẽtoĩt que Sugar la guerre * ralfuine? 

bientöt. Les edits: pour la libertẽ de conſcience furent 

rẽvoquẽs, et les Calviniſtes appelèrent à. leur ſecours 


les Allemands et les Anglois. Les ravages, les hoſ- 


tilités, les maſſacres deſolerent la France; on eũt dit 
qu elle ẽtoit inondee de barbares. Deux grandes armees 
Erangoiſes ſe livrèrent bataille à Jarnac vers la Sain- 
tonge. Le duc d' Anjou dirige par le Marechal de 
Tavannes remporta la victoire. Son capitaine des 
gardes, Monteſquiou, y tua de ſang froid, d'un coup! 
de piſtolet, . (et, dit- n, par ordre de fon maitre), le 
prince de:Conds qui venoit de. ſe. rendre,'c couvert de 
bleſſures. | 
L“'amiral Coligni; Fhomme du avian; Ie plus fteond 
en reſſources, ſauva les debris de l' armee Proteſtante, 
et ſe ſit craindre apres la dẽfaite. A Conde, dont la 
perte ſembloit etre la ruine de ſon parti, ſuccẽda un 
autre prince du ſang. C'etoit Henri, prince de Bearn, 
connu depuis ſous le nom de Henri IV, fils de la 
reine de Navarre, Jeanne d Albret, princeſſe d'un rare 
, merite, et auſſi zülee Proteſtante que ſon mari avoit 
E tẽ foible Catholique. Elle vint elle-· mẽ me preſenter 
en aux vaincus, elle ranima leur courage et leurs 
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& _- CHARLES. IK) cn XXX; 
vanquiſhed; ſhe reanimated their courage and hopes. 


The young Henry was declared chief of the party. 


Nevertheleſs, the Proteſtants who had juſt received 
a reinforcement from Germany of twelve thouſand 
men, were defeated the fame year by the duke of Anjou, 
at Moncontour in Poitou. Coligny, his jaw ſhattered 
by a piſtol-ſhot, was dragged away by the fugitives ; 
but ever firm and formidable in misfortunes, he ma- 
naged ſo, that his party, after the loſs of four battles, 
was yet in a ſtate to reſiſt the royal power. The prince 
of Bearn, aged ſixteen, looked upon him as a father, 
formed himſelf in his ſchool, and e ge TOY of 
ſuch a maſter. 

The fury of the two b e gait; _w_ the 
Proteſtants would not lay down their arms but on ſa- 


tĩsfactory conditions; theſe they obtained in 1570, 


by the treaty of St. Germain-en-Laie. This unex- 
pected peace was a triumph to them: in the views of 
Catherine de Medicis, it was probably nothing but a 
fatal ſnare; ſhe wiſhed to deſtroy by perfidy thoſe whom 
ſhe could not otherwiſe conquer. Charles IX, im- 


5 bued with her maxims, practiſed in diſſimulation, in- 


clined to cruelty, perfectly ſeconded her deſign; the 
moſt atrocious wickedneſs was veiled wy the moſt 
brilliant appearances. 

In order to draw the chiefs of the Proteſtants: to 
court, the king offered his fiſter Margaret in marriage 
to the young prince of Bearn. The queen of N avarre, 


charmed with this mark of reconciliation, came herſelf 
to conclude the treaty; ſhe was loaded with careſſes 
and honours, Charles IX had ſworn to bring all the 


chiefs of the Proteſtant party into his ſnares. The greateſt 


: n was to entrap the Admiral; this wiſe man 


ſuffered 


4 
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eſpẽrances. On en le jeune Henri chef du 


parti » * : ; 


Neanmoins- 10 proteſtans qui venoient de recevoir 
d' Allemagne un renfort de douze mille hommes, fu- 
rent encore defaits la meme anne par le duc d' Anjou, 
à Moncontour en Poitou. Coligni, la machoire- 
fracaſſte d'un coup de piſtolet, ſe vit entraĩnẽ par les 
fuyards; mais toujours ferme et redoutable dans le 
malheur, il fit en ſorte que ſon parti, après quatre 
batailles perdues, füt encore en <tat de refiſter à la 


puiſſance royale. Le prince de Bearn, age de ſeize ans, 


le regardoit comme ſon pere, ſe formoit a = Ecole, ct 
paroiſſoit digne d'un tel maitre. | 


La fureur des deux. partis croiſſoit 1 jong⸗ ex 


les Proteſtans ne _vouloient mettre bas les armes qu'a- 
des conditions ſatisfaiſantes; ils les obtinrent, en 
1570, par le traits de Saint-Germain-en-Laie. Cette 
paix ineſperce fut un triomphe pour eux: dans les 
vues de Catherine de Medicis, ce n'ttoit vrai- ſembla- 
blement qu'un piege fatal; elle vouloit detruire- par 
la perfidie ceux quelle ne pouvoit abattre par la force. 
Charles IX, imbu de ſes maximes, exerce a la diſſimu- 


— 


lation, enclin à la cruaute, ſeconda parfaitement ſon 


deſſein; la plus atroce mechancete fut couverte des: 
plus belles apparences. | EG 

Pour attirer à la cour les ink FR Proteſtans, 15 rol 
offrit ſa ſceur Marguerite en mariage au jeune prince 


de Bearn,, La reine de Navarre, charmée de cette 


marque de reconciliation, . vint conclure elle-mème 


le traité; on la combla d'honneurs et de careſſes. 
Charles IX avoit jure: de mettre dans ſes filets tous 


les chefs du parti Proteſtant. Le plus difficile Etoit- 


EF n tomber l'amiral; cet homme ſage ſe laiſſa 


entrainer 
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ſuffered himſelf to be caught by a' ſeducing bait; —ſo 


true it is, that men of the greateſt ability ſuffer them. 


ſelves to be deceived by thoſe who adroitly flatter their 
paſſions. Coligny was taken on his weak ſide; the 
command of an army, which it was propoſed to ſend 
into Flanders, was offered him; and i in this deceitful 
hope he came to court. 

In the mean while, premature death carried off the 
queen of Navarre; it was ſuſpected, and with ſome 
degree of reaſon, that ſhe had been poiſoned. Her ſon, 
the prince of Bearn, aged nineteen, and his couſin, the 
young Conde, a prince of about the ſame age, at laſt 
repaired to court. On the 17th of Auguſt, 1572, 
was performed the ceremony of marriage between Mar- 
garet of France and the king of Navarre. The ſucceed- 
ing days were paſſed in feaſts and pleaſures. All ani- 
moſity ſeemed ſtifled; but a latent ſpark ſtill remained 
under the embers. The infernal project of maſſacring 
all the Proteſtant chiefs in one night, if poſſible, had 
been conceived. The admiral retiring about eleven 
o'clock in the morning of the 22d, on foot, aſter 
having ſeen the king play at tennis, was wounded by a 
gun- hot. Charles IX, on this occaſion, plainly ſhewed 
that he was a part of his mother; he went to ſce Co- 
ligny, appeared very much concerned, and promiſed 
him a ſignal revenge. Thus the court found means 
to lull the ſuſpicions of the Proteſtants, and to keep all 
calm till the eve of St. Bartholomew, the day fixed by 
Catherine and the ſeeret council of the monarch to 
maſſacre them. The very ſame duke of Guiſe is 

charged with the execution, whom the court ſeemed 
ready to arreſt; when the admiral had been wounded. 


ene, were immediately given without the ſecret 
having 
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' entrainer par un appat ſeduiſant;—tant il eſt vrai que 
les plus habiles ſe laifſent tromper par qui flatte adroĩte - 
ment leurs paſſions. On prit Coligni par ſon foible, 


en lui offrant le commandement d'une armèe qu'on 
ſe propoſoit d'envoyer en Flandre, et ſur cet eſpoir 
trompeur il fe rendit a la cour, 


Cependant une mort prematuree enleva la reine de 


. Navarre; on ſoupgonna,- avec quelque fondement, 
qu'elle avoit Et empoiſonnee. Le prince de Bearn, ſon 
fils, age de 19 ans, et le jeune Conde, fon couſin, prince 


a peu pres du meme age, ſe rendirent enfin a la cour. 


Le 17 Aout: 1572, ſe fit la ceremonie du mariage de 
Marguerite de France, avec le roi de Navarre, Les 
jours ſuivans ſe paſserent dans les plaifirs et les fetes, 
Toutes les haines ſembloient étouffées; mais le feu 


couvoit ſous la cendre, On avoit congu le projet 


infernal de maſſacrer en une nuit, s'il <toit poſſible, 
tous les chefs des Proteſtans. L'amiral fe retirant 
a pied le 22, ſur les onze heures da matin, apres 


avoir vu le roi jouer à Ja paume, fut bleſſe d'un coup 


d'arquebuſe. Charles IX, en cette occaſion, montra 
bien qu'il tenoit de ſa mere: il alla voir Coligni, 
lui temoigna le plus vif inté iet, lui promit une ven- 
geance 4'cclat. La cour trouva ainſi le moyen d'arreter 


les ſoupgons des Proteſtans, et de les calmer juſqu'à 


la veille de la Saint-Barthélemi, jour fixé par Cathe- 
rine et le conſeil ſecret qu monarque pour les maſſa- 
erer. Le duc de Guile eſt charge de l'exécution, 
lui qu'on vouloit arreter après la bleſſure de Vamiral, 
Les ordres ſont donnés auſſitöt, fans que le ſecret 
tranſpire; et la nuit du 23 au 27 4 os ee 
ae IT cette 


— 


* 
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having tranſpired; and in the night between the 23d and 
24th of Auguſt, began that dreadful butchery, which 
never had, and God forbid ever ſhould, have its ſimili- 
tude, All the Proteſtants, without diſtinction either of 
age or ſex, were condemned to deſtruction, and Colig- 
ny marked as the firſt victim to be ſacrificed, Guile, 
at the head of his ſatellites, ran to the houſe of the 
Admiral a little before day-break, and forced open 
the gate, longing to immolate his enemy. His body 
Kill reeking in blood, was ſoon caſt at his feet. This 
ſight redoubling his rage, he gave up the mangled 
corpſe to the inſults of a lawleſs rabble, and unmer- 
cifully cauſed all the Calviniſts who had accompanied 
the Admiral, to be maſſacred. Courage, ſoldiers,” ſaid 
« he; it is God, it is Medicis, it is the King who bath 
« ordained this.” At the ſame inſtant the palace bell 
was rung. This was the fignal for a general cry to arms. 
A crowd of noblemen and gentlemen were butchered 
even in the Louvre. The Catholics glutted Paris 

Wich carnage: many to revenge their particular quar- 
rels, ſtabbed other Catholics, whom hatred had in 
their eyes transformed to Hugonots. The monarch 
himſelf, forgetting his dignity and duty, from a win- 
dow of his palace which overlooked the Seine, ſhot 
with a long gun at thoſe who croſſed the river to 
eſcape the ſwords of the aſſaſſins. His guards, imi- 
ating his example, killed and plundered every one they 
met; and the magiſtrates, who ought to have main- 
tained good order, and to have defended the lives of 
their fellow citizens, were the firſt in committing the 
moſt horrid violences. The maſſacre continued ſeven 
days; the orders which had been ſent to all parts of 
the . to 7 the Calviniſts to the ſword, was 
executed 
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cette effroyable doncherie, —qui n avoĩt jamais eu, 
et qui, s'il plait a Dieu, n'aura jamais de ſemblable, 
Tous les Proteſtans, fans diſtinction ni d'age ni 
de ſexe, avoient été condamnes à perir, et Coligni 
deyoit Etre Ia premiere victime. Guile, a la tete 
de ſes ſatellites, court avant le jour au logis de Pami- 
ral, et en fait lui-meme enfoncer la porte; il lui 
tarde d'immoler ſon ennemi, Bientot on en jette 
à ſes pieds le corps tout ſanglant, Cette vue re- 
doublant ſa rage, il livre ce cadavre aux inſultes d'une 
populace 'effrence, et il fait maſſacrer impitoyable- 
ment tous les Calviniſtes qui avoient accompagnẽ 
Famiral. ** Courage, ſoldats, 8'<cria-t-il : c Dieu, 
„ eſt Midicis, c'eſt le roi qui Pordonne.” Au meme 
inſtant on entend ſonner la cloche du palais. A ce 
fignal chacun court aux armes. Une foule de ſeigneurs 
et de gentils-hommes ſont égorgés juſque dans le 
Louvre. Les Catholiques rempliſſent Paris de car- 
nage; pluſieurs, pour venger leurs querelles parti - 
culières, poignardent d'autres Catholiques, que la 
haine transforme à leurs yeux en Huguenots. Le 
monarque lni-meme, oubliant fa dignite et ſes deyoirs, 
ſe tenoit à une des fenetres de ſon palais qui donnoit 
ſur la Seine, et tiroit avec une longue arquebuſe ſur 
les malheureux qui paſſoĩent la riviere pour Echapper 
au fer des aſſaſſins. Ses gardes, imitant.ſon emp 
' tuoient et pilloient tous ceux qui $'offroient à leur 
rencontre; et les magiſtrats de la ville, qui auroient 
du maintenir le bon ordre, et defendre la vie de leurs 
concitoyens, Etoient les premiers à ſe porter aux plus 
horribles violences. Le maſſacre dura ſept jours; 
l'ordre qu'on avoit envoys par tout le royaume de 
Aire main-baſſe ſur les C-!viniſtes, sex ẽcuta en plu- 
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executed in many places with the ſame fury; and more 
than ſixty thouſand perſons were thus lcnficed er 
the pretext of religion. * 

Bleſſed at this day are the names of foe comman- 
ders of provinces, who courageoully refuſed to afſiſt 
in ſuch barbarity. The viſcount d' Orthe wrote in 
anſwer, that the garriſon of Bayonne was compoſed of 
good citizens and brave ſoldiers, ready to devote them- 
ſelves for the ſervice of the king, but that amongſt 
them he had not found a ſingle executioner. The 
biſhop of Liſieux behaved on this occaſion in a 
manner truly worthy his holy character. The com- 


mandant having communicated to him the orders 


of the court, © You ſhall not execute them,” ſaid he, 
with a noble firmneſs : ** thoſe whom you would ſlay 
« are my ſheep; they are, it is true, ſheep gone aſtray, 
6c bur M labour to reſtore them to the fold. The Goſ- 
10 pel does not fay that the paſtor ſhould ſpill their 


* blood; on the e I read, he e to ſhed his 


& for them.” 
To this terrible day, which will ever be a biet in 


the annals of France, —on which it is impoſſible to 


think and not ſhudder with horror, can it. he believed 
the greateſt demonſtrations of joy ſucceeded? The king 
was not aſhamed to take upon himſelf the whole odium. 


This monſter declared in open parliament, that the 


maſſacre was by his order, to counteract a plot formed 

againſt his perſon. The interpreters of the law ſaw 
nothing in this atrocity but an act of prudence; and in 
order to preſerveit in memory, a medal was ſtruck with 


this oſtentatious inſcription: Pietas armavit juſtitiam; 


an annual procèffion was alſo ordained, to return God 


thanks for the deliverance cf the kingdom. At Rome, 
FIGS: | | | Ee, and 
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ſieurs endroits avec la mème fureur; de ſorte que 
plus de foixante myle perſonnes farent inf immolées | 


ſous prẽtexte de religion. | | 
On benit aujourd'hui les noms de quelques com- 


mandans de provinces, qui refuserent courageuſement 
de fe preter a une telle barbarie. Le vicomte d'Orthe 


Ecrivit en réponſe que la garniſon de Batonne Etoit 
compoſe de bons citoyens et de braves ſoldats, prets 
a ſe devouer pour le ſervice du roi, mais que parmi 
eux il n'avoit pas trouve un bourreau.  L'eveque de 


Liſieux ſe comporta dans cette circonſtance. d'une 


maniere vraiment digne de la ſaintetẽ de ſon caractère. 
Le commandant lui ayant communique eg ordres de 
la cour. Vous ne les exécuterez pas, lui dit-il, 


avec une noble fermetẽ: ceux que vous voulex 


46 Egorger ſont mes brebis; ce ſont, il eſt vrai, des 


6, brebis Egarces, mais je travaille à les faire rentrer 
% dans la bergerie. L'Eyangile ne dit pas que le 
© paſteur dojye laiſſer rẽpandre leur fang ; J lis, au 


“ contraire, qu'il. doit verſer le ſien pour elles.“ 


Ceite affreuſe journée, qui ſera une tache Eternelle 
pour la France, et a laquelle on ne peut penſer fans, 


fremir d'horreur, croiroit-on qu'elle {ut ſuivie des plus 
grandes demonſtrations de joie? Le roi n'eut pas hoate 
d'en prendre ſar lui tout l'odieux. Ce monſtre d&:lara 


en plein parlement que le maſſacre avoit été fait par 


ſon ordre, pour detourner une conjuration formce 


contre ſa perſonne.” Les interpretes des lois ne virent 
dans cette atrocitè qu'un ate de prudence; et aſin 


d'en canſerver la memoire, on fit frapper une médaifle 


avec cette inſcription faſtueuſe: . Pietas armavit jufe 2 


titiam; on ordonna aufh une proceſſion annuelle pour 
remercier Dieu de la delivrance du royaume, A Rome, 
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and in countries awed by the Inquiſition, this event 
furniſhed a theme for pompous panegyricks; and 
was celebrated in the ſame manner by proceſſions, 
thankſgivings, and public rejoicings. 


Amongſt the Proteſtants it excited ſo much horror, 


that Fenelon, ambaſſador from the court of France 


to England, bluſhed to bear the name of French- 
man. At the firſt audience he had after this bar- 
barous execution: * Sorrow and indignation,” ſays 
he, were depicted on every countenance; a ſolemn 
6 filence, as in the dead of night, reigned through 
« all the chambers of the palace; the ladies and 
„ courtiers, clad in, deep mourning, were ranged 


on each fide, and as I paſſed between them, not 
one beſtowed on me a ſingle look, or made the 


< leaſt return to my ſalutations. Elizabeth liſtened 
to him with great compoſure, and anſwered him 
without anger. She contented herſelf with obſery- 
ing, that even ſuppoſing there had been a plot of 


the Calviniſts, it was not by killing thouſands of citi- 


zens the effects ought to have bgen prevented; that 


' the perſons of the chiefs ſhould have been ſecured and 


proceeded againſt by legal means; that aſſaſſins were 
not worthy to be miniſters of the juſtice of a ſove- 


_ reign; that ſhe would confine herſelf to pity the rigour 


the king had uſed towards his ſubjects. 


7 The young king of Navarre, and the prince of 
Conde alone were excepted from the general doom ; but 


they were commanded to renounce Calviniſm. The 
firſt made a feeble reſiſtance; the ſecond appeared in- 


flexible: Maſs, Death, or Baftille, ſaid the king to 


him in anger; fear got the better of conſcience. 
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et dans les pays d' Inquiſition, cet ẽvẽnement fut la 
matière de pompeux panẽgyriques; on le celebra de 
meme par des proceſſions, des actions de graces, et des 
eee publiques. 


Parmi les Proteſtans il excita une telle horreur, que 
Fenelon, ambaſſadeur de France a la cour d' An- 
gleterre, Tougifſoit de porter le nom de Francois. A la 
premiere audience qu'il eut apres la nouvelle de cette 
barbare execution: * La triſteſſe et l'indignation, 
dit-il, “ Etoient peintes ſur tous les viſages; un morne 
4 filence, tel que dans la nuit la plus ſombre, regnoit 
4 dans tous les appartemens du palais; les dames et 
4 les ſeigneurs de la cour, vetus en grand deuil, Etojent 
* rangés en haie, et quand je paſſai au milieu d'eux, 
15 aucun ne daigna jeter ſur moi le moindre regard, 
& ni me rendre mon falut.” Eliſabeth l' couta de 
ſang- froid, et lui r&pondit ſans aigreur. Elle fe con- 
tenta d'obſerver, que, ſuppoſs meme un complot des 
Calviniſtes, ce n'étoit pas en égorgeant des milliers 
de citoyens qu'on devoit en prevenir les effets; qu'on 
pouvoit s'aſſurer de la perſonne des chefs, et procẽder 


par les voies légales; que des aſſaſſins n'#toient pas 


de dignes exécuteurs de la juſtice d'un ſouverain; 
qu'elle ſe borneroit à plaindre le roi des rigueurs oũ 
il s'ẽtoĩt porte envers ſes ſujets. 


Le jeune roi de Nayarre, et le prince de Condé 
avoient ſeuls Ete exceptes de la proſcription gene- 


rale; mais on leur commanda de renoncer au Cal- 
vaniſme. Le premier fit peu de reſiſtance ; le ſecond 
parut inflexible: M. eſſe, Mort ou Baſiille, lui dit 
alors le roi en colère; la crainte e la con- 
ſcience. | 
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The effect of St. Bartholomew's day was preciſely 
the reverſe of what had been expected, and the maſſacre 
ſerved only to rekindle the war. The Proteſtants pro- 
ſecuted it with freſh fury. Having at their head the 
prince of Conde and the king of Navarre, who re- 
tracted the abjuration which fear had extorted, they 
thought of nothing but revenging the blood of their 
brothers, and refuſed to ſurrender the places which 


had been granted to them as a ſecurity. The duke of 


Anjou laid fiege to La Rochelle, but at the end of eight 
months was obliged to raiſe it, after having loſt twenty- 


four thouſand men; and in 1573, the inhabitants of 


that city capitulated on honourable terms. = 
During theſe tranſactions, this duke of Anjou was 
eleQed king of Poland. Fame, which exaggerated his 


merit, together with the abilities of the ambaſſador 


Montluc, procured him the ſuffrages. The Poliſh 
ambaſſadors Who came to Paris to fetch their new 


king, made a moſt magnificent entry. Their caps 


lined with fur and covered with precious ſtones, 
their bows and quivers, their heads ſhaved behind, 


excited the ſurpriſe of the ſpectators; but with 


theſe ſtrange habiliments, there was not one who 


had not ſome tincture of learning, or who could not 


ſpeak Latin; whereas the French courtiers, habited 


like miſſes, were moſtly, ſays Mezerai, as ignorant as 
women; and as they were not able to entertain their 


gueſts but with bows, or to anſwer them but by motions 


of the head, two gentlemen, who were found capable 


of the taſk, were fent for to converſe with them. Some 
days after, the duke of Anjou ſet out for Poland. 


Charles, who was extremely jealous of him, preſſed his 


departure. He was equally ſo of his mother, who kept 
„ 5 = > him 
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L'effet de Ia Saint-Barthelemi fut preciſement le 
_ contraire de celui qu'on eſpéroit, et le maſſacre ne 
ſervit qu'a rallumer la guerre. Les Proteſtans la firent 
avec un nouvel acharnement. Ayant a leur tete le 
prince de Conde et le roi de Navarre, qui retraerent 
Fabjuration . la crainte leur avoit arrachee, ils ne 
pensèrent qu'a venger le ſang de leurs freres, et ils 
refusèrent de rendre les places de süreté qu'on leur 
avoit accordees. Le duc d' Anjou mit le fiege devant 
la Rochelle, mais au bout de huit mois, il fut oblige 
de le lever, après avoir perdu vingt- quatre mille 
hommes; et en 1573, les Rochelois capitulerent 3 à des 
conditions honorables. | ; | | 
Sur ces entrefaites ce duc d' Anjou fut elu roi 1 
Pologne. La renommee qui 'exageroit ſon mérite, 
et Phabitets de Pambaſſadeur Montluc, lui avoient „„ 
procure les ſuffrages. Les ambaſſadeurs Polonois, qui 5 
Etoient venus à Paris chercher leur nouveau roi, y - 
firent une entrẽe magnifique. Leurs bonnets fourress ., _ | 
et couverts de pierreries, leurs arcs et leurs carquois, | 
leurs tetes. raſces par derrière excitèrent la ſurpriſe des 
ſpectateurs; mais avec ces habits Etranges, il n'y en 
avoit pas un qui neut quelque teinture des lettres, 
et qui ne ſit le Latin; au lieu que les courtiſans 
Frangois, ajuſtés en demoiſelles, ẽtoĩent la plupart, dit 
Mézerai, auſſi ignorans que des femmes; de ſorte 
que ne ſachant entretenir leurs hôtes que de reve- 
rences, ni leur rẽpondre que d'un branlement de tte | 
on fit venir expres deux gentils-hommes qui ſe troun | 
voient en<tat de lier converſation avec eux. Quelques | | 
jours apres le duc d' Anjou partit pour la Pologne. | 
Charles, qui <toit extremement jaloux de lui, avoit | | | 
| 
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preſſe ſon depart, Il Ye toit également de ſa mere 
: . qui 
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him in a ſtate of dependence, forbade him to com- : 
mand his armies in perſon, and ſeemed, ſaid he, defi- 
rous of locking him * in a cheſt, like the . of 
the crown. 

Already the ſpirit of faction revived. The following 
year, a third was formed under the title of Malccontents 
or Politicians, who ſetting religion afide, talked only 
of reforming the kingdom; of abafing the Guiſes, 
whoſe power ſcarcely knew any bounds ; of excluding 
the queen from the adminiſtration of affairs, and of 
driving all the Italians out of the kingdom. The duke of 
Alengon, brother to the king, a man of reftleſs, light, 
and inconfiderate mind, was ſet at the head of this 
cabal, excited by the houſe of Montmorency. They 
were joined by the Proteſtants, as alſo by the king of 
Navarre and the prince of Conde, who were exceeding- 
ly diſcontented. The king of Navarre and the duke 
of Alengon were arreſted ; two Ours of the latter 
were beheaded, 

The war was rekindling i in all the provinces, when, 
in 1574, the king died at Vincennes, in the twenty- 
fourth year of his age, without male iſſue, after having 
declared his mother regent of the kingdom, till the 
return of the king of Poland, his brother and fuc- 
ceſſor. Charles had never been well ſince the maſſacre 
on St. Bartholomew's day; his blood had flowed from 
all parts of his body,—as if heaven had been pleaſed 
to puniſh him in an exemplary manner, for having in- 
bumanly glutted himſelf with the blood of ſo many un- 
happy creatures, 

Charles IX poſſeſſed valuable eee judg- 
ment, activity, courage. He might, perhaps, have 
en a great king, if education had made him a 
_ virtuous 


5 
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qui le tenoit dans la dẽpendance, Pemp&choit de com- 
mander ſes armes en perſonne, et ſembloit, diſoit-il, 
vouloir le garder dans un coffre comme les j joraux de 


la couronne. 
* 


Deja le gout des factions ſe ranimoit. T'ann&e 


ſaivante il s'en forma une troifieme, ſous le nom 


de Malcontens ou Politiques, qui laiſſant la religion A 


I'Ecart, ne parloit que de reformer fe royaume; d'abaiſſer 


les Guiſes, dont le pouvoir n'avoit preſque plus de 


bornes ; d'exclure la reine de Padminiſtration des af- 


faires, et de chaſſer du royaume tous les Italiens. Le 


duc d' Alengon, frere du roi, eſprit inquiet, léger, in- 
confidere, ſe mit à la tte de cette cabale, que les Mont- 
morenci avoient excitee, Les Proteſtans y entrerent, 
ainſi quele roi de Navarre, et le prince de Conde, qui, 
en effet, Etoient tres-mecontens, On arreta le roi de 
Navarre et le duc d'Alengon; deux favoris de ce 
dernier eurent la tete tranchẽe. 


La guerre ſe rallamoit dans les provinces, lorſque 
le roi mourut a Vincennes, en 1 574, dans la vingt- 
quatrieme année de ſon ige. Comme il n'avoit point, 
d'enfans miles, il avoit declare ſa mere regente, juſqu'au 
retour du roi de Pologne, ſon frere et ſon ſucceſſeur. 
Charles avoit toujours été malade depuis la Saints 


BarthElemi ; le ſang lui ſortoit par tous les conduits 
de ſon corps, —comme ſi le ciel eut voulu le punir 


d'une maniere exemplaire, de $'etre inhumainement 
FIR du ſang de tant de malheureux. Hh 


Charles IX avoit des corey eſtimables, de reſpeit, 
ä 4 jugement, de PaQtivite, du courage. Peut-Etre 
ſeroit· il deyenu un grand roi, fi VEducation en eũt fait 
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virtuous man. Born with a violent temper, he alſo con- 


tracted a habit of ſwearing at every inſtant; he caught 


this vice of the Marſhal de Retz, a Florentine, who 
abufed his favour to corrupt him; at the ſame time his 
mother inſpired him with that deteſtable policy which 
Machiavel had taught in Italy, Nevertheleſs, he loved 
learning, and even cultivated poetry. This is not the 
_ firſt inſtance of a ſanguinary prince who had a taſte for 
literature; — the pleaſures of the mind do not alter the 
nature of the heart. 

The following letter, written to the admiral Coligny 
ſome days before his aſſaſſination, and which a cotem- 
porary hiſtorian has preſerved, will ſhew how greatly 

morals were degenerated in the court of France; that 
there were no longer to be found the fi implicity, the 
frankneſs, the natvet? of former times, and that the in- 
troduction of the arts of luxury, had ſown alſo the ſceds 
of every vice. Such were the fruits of thoſe unfortunate 
Italian wars, which were not leſs prejudicial to the 
kinedom than the Cruſades. | 
Remember, it is a maxim received among the 
46 Papiſts, as an article of religion, that they ought 
4 not to keep faith with hereticks. Remember, that 
1 in their eyes the Proteſtants are hereticks; that they 
« will eternally be objects of hatred; that the queen 
4 wiſhes to exterminate them. Remember, that a 
« foreign woman, an Italian, of a popiſh family, na- 
« turally treacherous, muſt exert herſelf to the utmoſt 
« againſt her enemies. Conſider what an education 
«© the king has received. Sworn, and forſworn; cor- 
c rupting girls and women; diſguifing his faith, his 
« religion, his defigns, with a ſmooth face; this is 
« what he has been IE to regard as mere amuſe- 
N : | ment. 
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un homme vertueux. Ne avec un caraQtere violent, 


il. avoit encore contracté Phabitude de jurer i tout 
propos: il tenoit ce vice du Maréchal de Retz, Flo- 
*rentin, qui abuſa de ſa faveur pour le corrompre, en 
meme temps que ſa mere lui inſpiroit cette politique 
deteſiable que Machiavel avoit enſeignée en Italie. 


Cependant il aimoit les Lettres, et cultivoit meme la 


pcbſie. Ce neſt pas le premier exemple d'un prince 
ſanguinaire, qui ait eu du gout pour la littérature: 
les plaifirs de l'eſprit ne changent pas la trempe du cœur. 


La lettre ſuivante, que Fon ecrivit àl'amiral Coligni 
quelques jours avant ſon aſſaſſinat, et qu'un hiſtorieu 


contemporain nous a conſervee, fait voir a quel point 
les mœurs ctoient dEgenerees à la cour de France; 
qu'on n'y trouvoit plus cette fimplicite, cette franchiſe, 


cette naivetẽ des premiers temps, et queen y intro- 


duiſant les arts du luxe on y avoit apporte auſſi le 
germe de tous les vices. Tel fut le fruit de ces mal- 
heureuſes guerres d' Italie, qui ne furent pas moins 
prejudiciables au royaume que les Croiſades, 

„ Sonvenez-vous d'une maxime regue parmi les 


15 Papiſtes, comme un point de religion, qu'on ne doit 


« point garder la foi aux hérétiques. Souvenez- vous 


55 Aus les Proteſtans ſont heretiques a leurs yeux; 
qu'on les haira Eternellement ; gas la reine veut 


« les exterminer. Souvenez · vous qu'une femme Etran- 
gere, Italienne, d'une famille de papes, naturelle- 


ment fourbe, doit fe porter aux derniers excès contre 


« ſes ennemis. Voyez quelle Education le roi a regue. 


<« Turer, ſe parjurer; corrompre les filles et les femmes; 


«© deguiſer ſa foi, ſa religion, ſes defſeins ; compoſer 
*« ſon viſage : voila ce qu'on lui a d'abord appris à re- 


« garder comme un jeu. Et pour Vaccoutumer au 
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„ ment. And to accuſtom him to the blood of his 
« people, he was allowed as an entertainment in his 
„ infancy, to ſee animals butchered and torn in pieces. 
„ Faithful diſciple of Machiavel, perſuaded that the 
«« Proteſtants are determined to deprive him of his 
„ crown and life, he will never ſuffer thoſe men who 
“ have taken up arms, juſtly or unjuſtly, againſt him, to 
* enjoy the peace which he has given them, &c.” The 
event ſhewed that theſe ſuſpicions were but too well 
founded. 


"This reign was diſtracted by civil 4iſſenfons, and 
filled with murders and horrors; the royal autho- 
rity was vitally attacked; nevertheleſs, in this reign 
our wiſeſt laws were enacted, and ordinances the moſt 
falutary for the public weal, which to this day ſubfiſt in 
moſt of their regulations. Theſe were owing to the 
chancellor de VHopital, whoſe name ought to live 
for ever in the memory of all men who are lovers of 
Juſtice, In the midſt of civil commotions, this great 
man, watchful over his country, cauſed the voice of 
the laws to be heard, which commonly ſleep in times 
of ſtorm and tempeſt ; it never entered into his mind 
to doubt their efficacy ; he did that honour to reaſon 
and juſtice, to think they were even ſtronger than 
arms, and that their divine majeſty had impreſcrip- 
zible rights over the hearts of mankind, when their 
force and value were properly underſtood, _ 


The year formerly uſed to commence on Eaſter eve, 
a cuſtom ſubje& to much inconvenience, this feaſt 
being moveable : by the ordinance of 1564, the com- 
mencement of the year was fixed to the firſt of Ja- 


wok "Tho parliament of Paris did not give their 
„ aſſent 
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<« ſang de ſes peuples, on Jui a fait un plaifir des 
« ſon enfance de voir Egorger et mettre en pieces des 


animaux. Fidele diſciple de Machiavel, perſuade 


« que les Proteſtans ont reſolu de lui 6ter la couronne 
« et la vie, il ne ſouffrira jamais que des hommes 
44 qui ont pris les armes contre lui, juſtement ou 
* injuſtement, jouiſſent de la pair qu'il leur a donnee, 


4c 32 '  L'evenement a fait voir que ces defiances | 


tẽtoĩent que trop fondees. 

Te regne fut dechire par les diſſentious civiles, et 
rempli de meurtres et d'horreurs; Vautorite royale y 
fut vivement attaqute, et cependant c'eſt ſous ce regne 


que furent faites nos plus ſages lois, et les ordon- _ 


nances les plus ſalutaires 3 Pordre public; elles ſub- 
ſiſtent encore aujourd'hui dans la plus grande partie 
de leurs diſpoſitions. On en fut redevable au chan- 


celier de l' Hopital, dont le nom doit vivre à jamais 


dans la mẽmoire des hommes qui aimeront la juſtice. 
Au milieu des troubles civils, ce grand homme veilloit 
pour la patrie; il faiſoit parler les lois qui ſe taiſent 


d'ordinaire dans ces temps d'orage et de tempege; if 


ne lui vint jamais dans l'eſprit de douter de leur 
pouvoir; il faiſoit Phonneur a la raiſon et a la juſtice, 
de penſer qu'elles &toient plus fortes que les armes 
memes, et que leur ſainte majeſté avoit des droits 
impreſcriptibles ſur le cœur des hommes, quand on 
favoit les faire valoir. | 


_ anne commengoit autrefois la veille de Paques ; 
_ uſage ſujet à beaucoup d'inconveniens, cette fete Etant 
mobile: par Pordonnance de 1564, on fixa le com- 
mencement de l'année au premier de Janvier. Le 
| parlement ne N A cette rẽforme que trois ans 


apres, 
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CHARLES IX Cu. XXX. 
afſent to this reform till three years after —ſo ſtrongly 
the empire of cuſtom prevails over reaſon. 

It was under the reign of Charles IX, in 1563, that 
the famous council'of Trent was: terminated, which is 
accounted to have been the twentieth general council. 
It had commenced in 1545, was re- aſſembled in 1551, 
and had been a long time interrupted. The troubles 
concerning religion by which France was agitated, oc- 
caſioned a defire for a national council; but ſuch afſem- 
blies much alarmed the popes, becauſe: they had little 


or no inflaence in them. Accuſtomed for many ages 
to ſend the Holy Ghoſt from Rome in the mail of a 


courier, they preferred. a general council whoſe ope- 


rations they could either direct or ſuſpend. The hiſ- 
tories which we have of this council, unfold a ſeries of 
the intrigues, conteſts, ſubterſuges, and vain artifices, 
which mingled but too much with the moſt important 
matters, Catherine. of Medicis, notwithſtanding her 


fanaticiſm, had cauſed propoſitions to be made, which 


tended in time to reconcile the two parties. Thoſe 


were, to aboliſh the worſhipping of images, — to diſ- 


penſe with certain ceremonies of baptiſm,—to per- 
mit the communion in both kinds, and to celebrate 
divine ſervice in the vulgar language, &c. &c. Theſe 
articles were rejected, as they ſeemed to give the Pro- 
teſtants an advantage over the Catholics. But in lieu of 


them, Rome cauſed ſeveral diſciplinary decrees to be 
paſſed, in which breathed a domineering and uncon- 


troulable ſpirit. A multitude of bulls, evidently op- 
polite to civil liberty, to the authority of princes and 


the general good of ſociety, became Jike ſo many ordi- 


nances of this council, which was received with an 


8 ſubmiſſion i in A, and in all the countries 
| enſlaved 


apres;—tant l'empire de la coutume e ee 
fois ſur la raiſon. 


Ce fut ſous le règne de Charles IX, en 1 863 que ſe 


termina le fame ux concile de Trente, que l'on compte 


pour le vingtième concile general. Il avoĩt commenice- 


en 1545, s ctoit aſſemblé de nouveau en 1551, et avoit 
ẽtẽ long- temps interrompu. Les troubles: de religion, 
qui agitoient la France, faiſoient defirer un concile 
national; mais de pareilles afſemblees alarmoient beau- 
coup les papes, parce qu' ils n'y avoient que peu ou point 
d'influence. Accontumes depuis des ſiècles 3 I envoyer 
de Rome le Saint-Eſprit dans la malle du coutier, 
ils aimoient mieux un concile general, dont ils pou- 
voient diriger ou ſuſpendre les operations. Les hiſ- 
toires que l'on a de celui de Trente, developpent 
le tiſſu des intrigues, des conteſtations, des ſubter- 
fuges, des vaines ſubtilites qui ne ſe melerenit que trop 
aux matières les plus reſpectables. Catherine de Mé- 


dicis, malgre ſon fanatiſme, avoit fait propoſer des: 


temperaments qui tendojent- a.concilier a la longue les 
deux partis. C'etoit d'6ter les images qu'on adoroit, 
de retrancher quelques ceremonies du bapteme, d'ac- 
cordet la communion ſous les deux eſpeces, decelebrer 
office divin en langue vulgaire, &c. &c. Ces articles 
furent rejetẽs, parce qu'ils ſembloient donner aux Pro- 
teſtans l'avantage ſur les Catholiques. Mais à leur 


place Rome fit paſſer pluſieurs decrets de diſcipline, 
où reſpire l'eſprit de domination et d'independance.. 
Une foule de bulles evidemment contraires aux lois 


civiles; à Vautorite des princes, au bien general” de 
la ſociẽtẽ devinrent autant d' ordonnances de ce concile, 
_ qui fut regu avec la plus grande ſoumiſſion en Italie, 
et dans tous les pays aſſervis par EInquiſition. En 


Vor. . 1 France 
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enſlaved by the inquiſition. In France they refuſed 
to publiſh them, not that they rejected the doctrine, but 
becauſe the opinions broached beyond the Alps, which 
formed the baſis of theſe articles of diſcipline, were 
entirely oppoſite to the liberties of the Gallican church. 
The emperor, zealouſly labouring to reunite the two 
: churches, the Catholic and Proteſtant, and employing 
for that purpoſe the means of conciliation, — always pre- 
ferable toanathemas and violencies,—had obtained per- 
miſſion of the pope for his ſubjects to uſe the two 


| kinds of communion. He demanded another point of 


greater importance—the marriage of the prieſts, as in 
the primitive church: Rome had her reaſons for oppo- 
ſing this; and thus vaniſhed the hope of the Pro- 
teſtants they deſpiſed a council _ whence they 
had expected miracles. a | 
Of all that was done at Trent for the reform of the 
church, the eſtabliſhment of ſeminiries ſeems to have 
produced moſt effect, becauſe it had a greater influence 
upon principles and manners. Education generally 
decides the conduct of men; and as in the prieſthood 
knowledge and the more exalted virtues are indiſpen- 
ſable,—ſo,. in order to enable youth to diſcharge its 
functions worthily, their tuition could not be too much 
attended to. But in the midſt of prejudices, ſuper- 
ſition and fanaticiſm, it would have been difficult not 
to have confounded bigotry with piety, enthuſiaſm with 
zeal, and the ſpirit of chicane and diſputation with 
that of diſcuſſion. Thus, in the ſtudy of theology, 
enormous abuſes have been a long time retained, which 
obſtructed the progreſs of chriſtian morality, and 
have been, in ſome meaſure, the cauſe of the eccle- 
ſiaſtical body being Kill expoſed to ſo many reproaches. 
| Te 
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France bn refuſa de le publier; non qu'on en rejetät 
la doctrine, mais parce que les opinions ultramon- 
taines qui font la baſe des articles de diſcipline, ſont 
entièrement oppoſtes aux libertes de Fegiiſe Gallicane. 
L'empereur, qui travailloit avec z᷑le à rEunir les deux 
egliſes, la Catholique et la Proteſtante; et qui y em- 
ployoit les voies de conciliation, toujours préfé- 
tables aux anathèmes et aux violences, avoit obtenu 
du pape la commnnion ſous les deux eſpèces pour 
ſes ſajets; Il demanda un autre point plus important, 
—le mariage des pretres, comme dans la primitive 
Eglife; Rome eut ſes raiſons pour s'y oppoſer, et alors 
s vanouit I'eſperatice des Proteſtans, —ils méptisèrent 
un ee. dotit on avoit EIU des miracles. 95 

De tout ce que Pon fit 3 Trente pour reformer 
Vegliſe, I'ctablifſement des ſEminaires ſemble avoir pro- 
duit le plus d'effet, parce qu'il a le plus influe ſur les 
principes et ſur les mœurs. L' education decide ordi- 
nairement de la conduite des hommes; et le ſacerdoce 
exigeant des lumieres et des vertus rares, on ne pou- 
voit trop former la Jeuneſſe à en remplir dignement 
les fonctions. Mais au milieu des Prejuges, de la 
fuperſtition et du fanatiſme, il eũt Ete difficile de ne 


pas confondre la bigotterie avec la piete, Venthou- 


fiaſme avec le zele, Feſprit de chicane et de diſpute 


avec celui de diſcuſſion. Auſſi dans Petride de la th&o- 


logie s'eſt- il long-temps conſeryE des abus Enormes, 
qui ont pui aux progrès de la morale chretienne, 
et qui ont, en quelque ſorte, été cauſe que le mi- 
niſtere ecclẽſiaſtique s' eſt encore vu e à tant de 
e 
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The Proteſtants not only diſagreed with the Catho- 
lics, but even amongſt themſelves, with reſpect to tlie 
ſacred writings, which they ſubmitted to the examina- 
tion of reaſon. Myſteries are rendered more obſcure by 
diſputation; and it is thus that a new ſyſtem took its 
riſe, which reduced faith almoſt to philoſophical ideas. 
Lelius Socinus ſowed the firſt ſeed of it, which Fauſtus 
- Socinus, his nephew, developed. Driven from his 
own country by the purſuit of the Inquiſition, and 
equally fearing to be perſecuted by Calvin at Geneva, he 
went to dogmatize in Poland, and there founded the ſect 
of the Socinians, who not admitting any myſtery, ho- 
nour feſus Chriſt as a wiſe man deſtined by Providence 
to conduct men into the path of duty and virtue. Both 
Catholics and Proteſtants - held equally in horror a 
doQrine which undermined the Chriſtian faith. Pro- 
ſcribed in Poland, it found its way ints Holland and 
England, and there made little noife, not being cal- 
| culated to inflame fanaticiſm. 

In order to conſole mankind in ſome degree for the 
misfortunes cauſed by the troubles of religion, the ſix- 
teenth century produced many great men who illumined 
Europe. But the furies of ſuperſtition ſcarcely per- 
mitted the beſt geniuſes to reap the advantages of tlie 
arts and fciences which poliſh humanity, The true 
ſyſtem of the world, which Copernicus bad diſcovered, 
and Galileo had afterwards ſtill further elucidated, was 
too ſublime for the comprehenfion of ftupid and ig- 
norant inquifitors ;—they condemned it, But the per- 
ſecution which Ramus experienced in France, will more 
clearly ſhew how abſurd and barbarous they were even in 
the ſchools, whence it ſeems that reaſon ſhould have 
proceeded, to emit at laſt its irradiations. This learn- 
. 2 . ed 
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Les Proteſtans ne s'accordoient point entre eux, 
non plus qu' avec les Catholiques, ſur le ſens des ecri- 
tures, qu'ils ſoumettoient a Vexamen de la raiſon. 
Les myfteres ne font que s 'obſcurcir par les diſputes, 
et c'eſt ce qui fit naitre un nouveau ſyſteme, on la foi 
ſe reduiſoit preſque à des idees philoſophiques, Lelio 
Socin en jeta les premieres ſemences, que Fauſte Socin, 
ſon neveu, developpa, Eloigné de Sienne fa patrie 
par les pourſuites de Inquiſition, et craignant Egale- 
ment les perſecutions de Calvin i Geneve, il alla dog- 
matiſer en Pologne, et y fonda la ſecte des Sociniens, 
qui n'admettant aucun myſtère, honore Jeſus-Chriſt 


comme un ſage, deſtiné par la providence a conduire 


les hommes dans la route des devoirs et de la vertu. 
Catholiques et Proteſtans, tous eurent egalement en 
horreur une doQtine qui ſappoit la foi chretienne. 


Proſcrite de Pologne, elle ſe gliſſa en Hollande et en 


Angleterre, on elle fit peu de bruit, parce qu'elle Etoit 
peu propre à enflammer le fanatiſme. | 
Pour conſoler en quelque forte. le genre humain des 
malheurs cauſes par les troubles de religion, le ſeizieme 
hecle produiſit une infinité de grands hommes qui 
illuſtrèrent V Europe, Mais les fureurs de Ja ſuper- 
ſtition permettoient à peine aux meilleurs eſprits d'ap- 
précier les avantages des ſeiences et des arts qui poliſ- 
ſent Phumanite. Le vrai ſyſteme du monde, que 
Copernic venoit de découvtir, et que Galilee avoit 
enſuite mis au grand jour, ẽtoit trop au- deſſus de la 
porte Ginquiſitears ſtupides et ignorans ils le con- 
damnèrent. Mais la perſecution que Ramus eſſuya 
en France, fera mieux connoitre à quel point on Etoit 
abſurde et barbare, dans les Ecoles memes d'on il ſemble 


que la raiſon devoit ſortir pour repandre enfin fa Ju- 
L 3 miere 
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ed ſcholar, at once an enlightened philoſopher anda 


profound mathematician, was .at firſt expoſed to the 
cenſure of the doors in theology, becauſe he did not 
Imitate their bad pronunciation of the letter he 
taught to pronounce guamquam (counncouam) and not 
kankam”; it was a crime. It was a ſtill greater enormity 
to attack the Ariſtotehan philoſophy ; they, taxed him 
with hereſy. One of his wretched rivals cauſed him 
to be maſſacred on Saint-Bartholomew's day, and the 
ſcholars treated his body in the groſſeſt manner :—ſuch 
is the effect of prejudices which the corporate ſpirit | 
conſecrates and perpetuates. 


C HAP. XXXI. 


e a 


FTER the death of Charles IX, the kite of 
Poland his ſuccefſor under the title of Henry 
III, haſtened to come and take poſſeſſion of a ſullied 
and tottering throne. He aſcended it at the age of 
23, and was crowned at Rheims in 1575. When 
the crown was placing on his head, he ſaid aloud that 
it hurt him, and it tottered twice, as if it would have 8 
fallen; this being remarked, was conſidered as a bad 
omen. In effect, this prince, who had gained a bril- 
liant reputation when only duke of Anjou, rendered | 
himſelf deſpicable when a king. 
In the beginning of his reign, he ſhewed himſelf, as 
he had eyer been, — an enemy to buſineſs, —ſeriouſly « oc- 
| cupied 


* 
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miere. Ce ſavant litterateur, tout a la ſois philoſophe 


eclairẽ et mathEmaticien profond, fut d'abord expole à 


la cenſure des docteurs en theologie, parce qu'il n'imi- 
toit point leur mauvaiſe prononciation de la lettre Q; 
il enſeignoit a prononcer quanquam (couancouam) et 


non kankam; c'toĩt un crime. C'en fut un autre 
plus Enorme d'attaquer le péripatétiſme; on le taxa 


d'heréſie. Un de ſes laches rivaux le fit maſſacrer à 
la Saint- Barthelemi, et les Ecoliers outragerent ſon 
cadavre: tel eſt Feffet des prejuges que Feſprit de 
corps conſacre et ẽterniſe. 


HAP. XXXI, 
n N kb 


PREs la mort de Charles IX, le roi de Pologne, 

ſon ſucceſſeur ſous le nom de Henri III, fe hata 

de venir. prendre poſſeſſion d'un trone ſouille et chan- 
celant, ſur lequel il monta a Vage de 23 ans. II fut 
ſacre a Reims en 1575. Quand on vint a lui mettre 


la couronne ſur la tete, il dit afſez haut qu'elle le 
bleſſoit ; et elle roula par deux fois, comme fi elle eat. 
voulu tomber ;—ce qui fut remarque et znterprete à 


mauvais prijſage: En effet, ce prince qui s'ctoit fait 
une brillante reputation n'etant que anon > pon: ſe 

rendit mepriſable ẽtant roi. 8 | 
Des le commencement de ſan regne, il ſe montra 
tel qu'il fut toujours, —ennemi des affaires, —occupe 
L 4 |  {rieuſe- 
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cupied in finery and trifles, addicted with ſome young 
lords, his minions, to the moſt infamous debauche- 
Ties, —and augmenting the ſcandal of his morals by a 
mockery of devotion, 

The duke of Alengon, afterwards duke of Anjou, 
whom he had reſtored to liberty, as well as the king of 
Navarre, conſpired againſt his life. Thaugh Henry had 
pardoned him as a brother, yet it was not long before 
he fled from the court, and ſet himſelf at the head 
of the political party and of the Proteſtants, The 
king of Navarre joined with him, though they 
were at variance through antipathy, and intrigues of 

gallantry. ; 

The civil war was recommenced in the provinces, 
and it was ſoon found neceſſary to make a peace, By 
the edict of pacification in 1576, all that the Calviniſts 
demanded was granted them, eſpecially an entire liberty 
of conſcience, and the public exerciſe of the pretend- 
ed refoxmed religion, except within two leagues of 
Paris and the court. 

The falſe zeal of the Catholics produced an evil 
Kill more fatal than could have ariſen from toleration. 
The Hoh League now took birth. Such was the 
name given to this dangerous confederation, whoſe 
motive, or rather pretence, was to defend the church, 
the king, and the ſtate; but whoſe principal effect was 
to overturn the ſtate, to aſſaſſinate the king, and to 
diſhonour the church. It made rapid progreſs, and the 
| Proteſtants were inſulted in many places. The court 
not being able to counterbalance one party by the 
other, openly declared itſelf, at the States of Blois, 
| againſt the P roi and evoked the edict of paci- 

| fication. 


Cans XXII, HENE 1 - 0 


ſerieuſement de parure et de bagatelles,—livre avec quel- 
ques jeunes ſeigneurs, ſes mignons, aux plus infames 
debauches,—et augmentant le ſcandale de ſes mœurs 
par des grimaces de devotion. | 


Le duc d' Alengon, Sema duc . à qui il 
avoit rendu la liberté, ainfi qu'au roi de Navarre, 
conſpira contre ſa vie. Quoique Henri lui eiit par- 


donné en frere, il ne tarda pas a $'enfuir de la cour, 
et il ſe mit à la tete de la confederation des Politiques 


et des Proteſtans. Le roi de Navarre ſe joignit à lui, 
quoique brouills par antipathie et par des „nee 


galantes. 1 | Retr 


La gverre civile recommenga dans les provinces, 


et l'on ſentit bientst la neceſine de faire la paix. Par 
Vedit de pacification de 1576, on accorda aux Cal- 


viniſtes tout ce qu'ils demandoient, et furtout la libertẽ 


entière de conſcience, et Pexercice public de la reli- 


gion pretendue reformee, tio a deux lieues de 


Paris et de la cour. 8 


Le faux 23le des Catholiques produiſit un mal encore 
plus funeſte que ne pouvoit Etre le tolẽrantiſme. La 


Sainte-Ligue prit naiflance. On appela ainſi cette dan- 


gereuſe confederation, dont le motif ou le pretexte 
ftoit de defendre Vegliſe, le roi et Fetat ; mais dont 
le principal effet fut de bouleverſer Vetat, d' aſſaſſiner 
le roi, et de deſhonorer Vegliſe. Elle fit des progres 
rapides, et les religionnaires furent inſultés en plu- 


fieurs endroits. La cour ne pouvant contre- balancer 
un parti par l'autre, ſe declara ouvertement aux états 


de Blois contre les ee et rẽ voqua l'ẽdit de 
pacifica- 
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fication. The king authorized the e and ſet him+ 
ſelf at the head of it. 

A new pretence for war; but it was ſoon followed 
by a new peace, during which Henry III inſtituted the 
order of the Holy Ghoſt) that of Saint Michael having | 
fallen Mto fuch abafement as to be called the Collar for 
all beaſts, Only Catholics could be admitted of the new 


order. This was a bait to draw in the Proteſtants ; but 
the king, deſpiſed by the former for his ſcandalous life, 
daeteſted by the latter as one of the authors of St. Bar- 


tholomew's maſſacre, knew but little of the true means 
to conciliate the minds of his ſubjects, and to re-eſta- 
bliſh his authority. By laviſhing every thing upon his 


luxury and his minions, he was in want of every 
thing for the exigencies of the ſtate. Each party ſaw 


nothing in his perſon hut a weak prince, a debauched 


and baſe hypocrite ;—thus he became by. turns the 
ſcorn of both, 


War broke out again in 1581, and the HH of 
Navarre fignalized himſelf at the fiege of Cahors. On 
the other hand, Francis duke of Anjou, whoſe temper 
could not accord with that of the king his brother, 
ſecretly withdrew, m order to profit by the trou- 
bles of the Low Countries, where the Spaniſh domi- 


nion daily declined. The States of Holland choſe 


. bim for their prince, but his want of ahility, and 
his perfidy, ruined: his affairs. He was obliged to 
return to France, having, by his own fault, loſt a 
ſtate which he might have maintained by reſpecting 
national liberty. He flattered himſelf he ſhould marry 
the queen of England, who had even given him a 


ring as a pledge of love. It was the cuſtom of Eli- 
zabeth to cheriſh the hope of princes who wiſhed 


to 


Crap. XXXI. HENRI III. -- Is 
pacification, Le roi, 88 la Ligue, et en meer 
le chef. 


Nouveau pretexte > guerre ; mais ell fut bientöt 
ſuivie d'une nouvelle paix, pendant laquelle Henri III 


inſtitua l'ordre du Saint-Eſprit; celui de Saint- Michel 


- 


tant tombe dans un tel aviliſſement qu'on Pappeloit 


le Collier d toutes betes. Les Catholiques ſeuls pou- 
voient Etre admis dans le nouvel ordre, Ce'etoit un 


appat pour attirer les Proteſtans; mais le roi, mepriſe 
des premiers a cauſe de fa conduite ſcandaleuſe, deteſts 


des autres comme un des auteurs de. la Saint-Bar- 
_thelemi, conndiſſoit peu les vrais moyens de ramener 


les eſprits et de retablir ſon autorite. En prodiguant 


tout à ſon luxe et a ſes mignons, il manquoit de tout 


pour les beſoins de tat. Les deux partis ne voyoient 


dans fa perſonne qu'un prince foible, debauché et 


baſſement hypocrite ;—auſh le nnen tour a 


tour. | 6 


La guerre ſe alga: en 1591, et le roi de Nv 
ſe ſignala au fiege de Cahors. D'un autre cote, ' Fran- 


gois, duc de Anjou, dont Phumeur ne pouvoit ſym- 


pathiſer avec celle du rot ſon frere, S vada ſecrette- 
ment, pour profiter des troubles des Pays-bas, où la 
domination Eſpagnole declinoit de plus en plus. Les 
Etats de Hollande le choifirent pour leur prince; 
mais {a malhabilets et ſa perfidie ruinerent ſes affaires. 
II fut oblige de reyenir en France, ayant perdu par 
ſa faute un ẽtat on il pouvoit ſe maintenir en reſpec- 
tant la liberté nationale. II ſe flattait d'epouſer la 
reine d'Angleterre; elle Iui avoit meme donne un 
anneau pour gage de ſon amour, C'ttoit la coutume 
een n narf Felpoin des One qui vouloient 
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78 | HENRY TH. CAT. XXXI. 
to reign with her; ſhe deceived the duke of Anjou, 
like many others. Worn out with chagrin, he died 
in 1584. 

The prince of U EN been afſaffinated by 
a fanatic, the new republic offered to acknowledge 
Henry III as ſovereign. This offer, ſo advantageous, 
was not accepted ;—under a weak government oppor- 
tunities eſcape which never can be recalled, 

It was at length ſeen, that the Holy League, under 
an appearance of zeal, was, in the view of its prin- 
cipal leaders, noth::g but a conſpiracy againft the 
royal authority, and the fundamental Jaws of the king- 
dom. The death of the duke of Anjou brought to 
light the true deſigns of the Leaguers. As the king of 
Navarre was from that time become the preſumptive 
heir to the crown, they affected more than ever, to 
bewail the dangers which the church might incur, if it 
ſhould happenthat a Proteſtant prince came to thecrown. 
Henry III was by no means ſpared in their invectives. 
His edicts for impoſts which overburthened the peo- 
ple, his monſtrous debaucheries, his boon companions 
lris frequent proceſſions, the ſackcloth which he wore, 
his fcourge and roſary at his waift, furniſhed ample 
matter for ſatire. To decry him the more, he was re- 
preſented as a ſecret friend to the king of Navarre, 
the declared protector of Geneva and the Proteſtants. 
The eecleſiaſtics and the monks, for the moſt part, 
_ tranſported with a blind zeal, emuloufly ſtrove to kin- 
dle the fire of diſcord, They eaſily biaiſed a credutous 
and enthuſiaſtic people, | 

The duke of Guiſe, with equal pradence and acti- 
vity, ſet every ſpring in motion, His unbridled am- 


bition aſpired to the throne ; he knew how to cover it 
with 
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rẽgner avec elle; elle trompa le duc d' Anjou comme 
tant d'autres. Conſumé de chagrin, il mourtt en 
1584. | | | 
Le prince d'Orange ayant <te. aſſaſſiné par un fana- 
tique, la nouvelle rẽpublique offrit a Henri III de le 
reconnoitre pour ſouverain. Une offre ſi avantageuſe 
ne fut point acceptẽe; — ſous un gouvernement foible, 
les occaſions Echappent ſans retour. Ed 
On vit enfin que la Sainte Ligue, colorte d'une 
W de zèle, n'ttoit dans les vues des principaux 
chefs qu'une conſpiration contre l'autoritè royale et 
les lois fondamentales du royaume. La mort du duc 
d' Anjou fit Eclater les vrais deſſeins des Ligueurs, 


Comme le roi de Navarre <toit des-lors Pheritier ' 


preſomptif de la couronne, ils affectèrent plus que 
jamais de gémir ſur les dangers que courroit Vegliſe, 
ſi un prince Proteſtant venoit à regner. Henry III 
n'<toit point Epargne dans leurs invectives. Les <dits 
burſaux dont il ccraſoit le peuple, ſes profuſions pour 
d'indignes favoris, ſes debauches monſtrueuſes, ſes 
confrerics, ſes proceſſions frequentes, le ſac dont il 
ſe couvroit, la diſcipline et le roſaire qu'il portoit a 
fa ceinture, fournifſoient ample matière de ſatire, 
Pour le decrier davantage, on le repreſentoit comme 
ami ſecret du roi de Navarre, protecteur declare de 
Geneve et des religionnaires, | Les ecclcfiaſtiques et 
les moines, tranſportés la plupart d'un zele aveugle, 
foufflotenr a l'envi le feu de la diſcorde. Ils en- 
traincrent aiſcement un ron credule et enthon- 
haſte. | 
Le duc de Guile, faiſoit jouer tous les refforts avec 
autant de prudence que d'aQiivite. Son ambition ef- 
frence aſpiroit au trone : il ſut la. couvrir d'un voile 
; | | impoſaut. 
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with an impoſing veil. He perſuaded old Charles of 
Bourbon; the cardinal, uncle to the king of Navarre, 
that his nephew, being an heretic, was incapable of 
reigning; thatit was to him the crown ſhovld fall to. 
This credulous and eaſy prelate, beſides having im- 
bibed the reigning prejudices, ſuffered himſelf to be 
dazzled by achimerical hope; and all at once a mani- 
feſto appeared, wherein he declared himſelf the chief of 
the League. | 

The Leaguers were ſoon in n the field, The king; 
although in a ſtate to, reſiſt them, ſhewed nothing but 
weakneſs, On the refuſal of the king of Navarre to 
renounce Calviniſm, and to come and ſecond the 
common intereſt, he concluded a treaty of peace 
in 1585, the moſt advantageous to the Leaguers, 
and the moſt likely to cauſe a revolt —_— the Pro- 
teſtants. a 
However, the League was loſing its dia at Rome. 
Sextus V, a proud, enterpriſing pope, born in a vine- 
yard, brought up in a cloiſter, who had arrived by 
dint of artifice to the pontificate, but was capa- 
ble of governing an empire, looked upon it as a cabal 
equally dangetous to religion and the ſtate. Although 
he. ſpoke of it with contempt, yet he furniſhed arms 
to the factious, by excommunicating the king of 
Navarre, and releaſing his ſubje&s from their oath. 
This prince proteſted againſt ſo raſh a bull, gave the 
lie direct to the pope, and cauſcd this to be affixed to the 
gates of the Vatican, viz. © If in times paſt the kings 
* and princes his predeceſſors, had known how to 
© 4« chaſtiſe the raſhneſs of ſuch fellows as this pre- 
& tended Sextus, when they had forgot their duty; 
and overleaped the bounds of their yocation, con- 
5 "RR founding 
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cardinal, oncle du roi de Navarre, que ſoh neveu 
tant, comme heretique, incapable de regner, c'etoit 


lui que la couronne regardoit. Ce prelat credule, 


facile, imbu d'ailleurs des préjugés dominans, ſe laiſſa 


cblouir d'une eſperance chimerique ; et tout à coup 
parut un . ou il fe declaroit le chef de la 


Ligue. i e 8 


Les Ligueurs ſe mirent bientöt en campagne. Le 
roi, quoiqu” en état de leur refiſter, ne montra que 
de la foibleſſe. Sur le refus du roi de Navarre, de re- 
noncer au Calviniſme, et de venir le ſeconder pour 
leurs communs interets, il fit en 1585 un traité de 
paix, le plus avantageux aux Ligueurs, et ie plus ca- 
pable de revolter les Proteſtans. | 


. Cependant la Ligue perdoit de ſon credit à Rome. 
Sixte-Quint, ce pape fier et entreprenant, ne d'un 
vigneron, nourri dans un cþloitre, . parvenu a force 


d'artifices au pontificat, mais capable de gouverner 
un empire, la regardoit comme une cabale auſſi dan- 


gereuſe pour la religion que pour le royaume. Quoi- 


qu'il en parlit avec mepris, il ne laiſſa pas de lui 
fournir des armes, en excommuniant le roi de Navarre, 
et en deliant_ſes ſujets de leur ſerment. Ce prince 
proteſta contre une bulle fi temeEraire, donna un dẽ- 


mieenti formel au pape, et fit afficher aux portes du 
Vatican: que Si par le paſſé les rois et princes ſes 


„ predecefſcurs ont bien ſu chatier la temerite de tels 
e palants, comme eſt ce pretendu Sixte, lorſqu'ils ſe ſont 
% oublics de leur devoir, et qu'ils ont paſſé les bornes 
de leur vocation, ns le temporel avec le 
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impoſant. II perſuada au vieux Charles de Bourbon, 
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her n Elizabeth, leſs generous than politic, kept 
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« founding ſpiritual things with things temporal; 


he, who was by no means inferior to them, hoped that 
God would help him to revenge the injuries done 


„ to his king, to his houſe, to his blood, &c. and 
% would prove in a lawful council, that it is the 
£* pope who ought to be conſidered as an heretic, &c.“ 


Sextus V could not help admiring his firmneſs, and 


entertaining a high opinion of him ; but the Leaguers 
did not fail to take advantage of the bull. 

In '1586 was rekindled the war called the three 
Henrys, namely, Henry III, Henry king of Na- 
varre, and Henry duke of Guiſe, the chief of the 


League, and ſeconded by a private faction, called the 


League of the Sixteen, becauſe thoſe who compoſed it 
were diſtributed in the fixteen wards of Paris. Theſe 
had divided between them the adminiſtration of affairs, 
and formed a plot, not cnly to ſubdue the king, but 
likewiſe to dethrone him. The cardinal of Guile ſaid 


_ openly, that of the two crowns which Henry III 


already wore, neither fitted him; but he wanted a 
third, —that of a monk; and it would give him great 
pleaſure to hold his head, when he ſhould receive it at 
the Capuchins. 

A dreadful event avgmented the hatred of the Ca- 
tholics againſt the Proteſtants, and helped to manifeſt 
the inactivity of the French government. Mary 
Stuart, queen of Scotland, had retired to her ſtates 
after the death of Francis II, Elizabeth, who beheld in 
her a dangerous rival, carefully fomented the revolt of 
the Scotch Proteſtants, The weakneſs of their queen 
ſerved to irritate their fanaticiſm. Driven from her 
kingdom in. 1568, ſhe ſought refuge in the boſom of 


her 


. 
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& ſpirituel; il eſpère, lui qui n'eſt en rien infericur 
& à eux, que Dieu lui fera la grace de venger Vinjure 
« faite à ſon roi, a ſa maiſon, a ſon ſang, &c. 
« ct qu'il prouvera dans un concile legitime, que c'eſt 
% le pape qu'on doit regarder comme heretique, &c.“ 
Sixte-quint ne put $'empecher d'admiter ſa fermets, 
et de concevoir de lui une haute idee; mais les Ligueurs 
ne manquerent pas de ſe prevaloir de la bulle, 


On vit done ſe rallumer, en 1586, la guerre dite 
des trois Henris, ſavoir: Henri III, Henri roi de Na- 
varre, et Henri duc de Guiſe, chef de la Ligue. Celui- 
ci Etoit ſeconds. par une faction particulière, appeles 
la Ligue des Seize, parce que ceux qui la compoſoient 
s'Etolent diſtribués dans les ſeize quartiers de Paris. 


Ils avojent partage entre epx l'adminiſtration des af- 


faires, et forme le complot, non-ſeulement d'aſſujettir 
le roi, mais encore de le dẽtroner. Le cardinal de 
Guiſe diſoit hautement que des deux couronnes 
qu' avoit deja eues Henri III, aucune ne lui alloit; 
qu'il lui en falloit une troiſieme,—celle de moine; e 


que ſon grand plaifir ſeroit de lui tenir la tete quand on . 


la lui feroit chez les Capucins. 


Vn evẽnement affreux augmenta la halne des Ou 


tholiques contre les Religionnaires, et acheya de ma- 


nifeſter binertie du gouvernement. Marie Stuart, reine 
d' Ecoſſe, s' ẽtoit retiree dans ſes Etats apres la mort de 
Frangois II. Eliſabeth, qui voyoit en elle une dan- 
gereuſe rirale, fomenta ſoigneuſement la rẽvolte des 
Proteſtans Ecoſſois. Les foibleſſes de leur reine ſer- 
virent à irriter leur fanatiſme. Chaſſce de ſon royaume 


en 1568, elle chercha un aſyle avpres de ſon ennemi. 


Eliſabeth, moins genereuſe que politique, la tint en 


Nat. ik. - M-: priſon 


— 


n 


— — 3 —— — 
2 © ; 


£ 
255 
125 
. 
* 


5 
; 
: 
A 
— 
4 
01 
1 
Py 
5» 
- 
1 
s > 
bi 
be: 
4 4 9 
7 

. 


ee 


— 


— — ner een Sr 
—— — ———— —a — 


We eto ů . rere Nr = 


—— — 
— 


— — . — 


81 HENRY III. Cf Ar. XXXI. 


her in priſon 19 years, and in 1587, had her beheaded, 
on pretence that ſhe had occaſioned an inſurrection 
in the ſtate, Henry III thought not- of revenging 


the death of his brother's wife, nor the rights of 


ſovereigniy; he had every thing to fear for himſelf, 


To put an end to a war which could no longer be 
carried on for want of money, Catherine had vainly 
tried negociations. The licentious ladies of her court, 
whom ſhe had brought with her to ſeduce the king of 
Navarre, her ſon-in-law, having had no better ſucceſs; 


Henry III found himſelf obliged to continue the war 


againſt the preſumptive heir to the crown. Heentruſted 
the command of the army to one of his favourites, the 


duke de Joyeuſe, who was 8 88 at the battle of 
Coutras. 


The Germans ind ſent an army of eight thouſand 
reitres, or cavaliers, and five thouſand lanſquenets, | 
or infantry, to the aſſiſtance of the Hugonots; but the 
king of Navarre not having covered their march, they 


were diſperſed by Guiſe, after a great carnage. This 
redoubled the enthuſiaſm and inſolence of the Leaguers, 


who exalted their idol to the ſkies. The pulpits 
reſounded with nothing but his praiſes; and minds 


were fo ſtrangely faſcinated, that the doRors of the 


Sorbonne decided : * that the adminiſtration might be 
taken from princes who were not found un ge in 


“ the ſame manner as from a ſuſpected tutor.“ 


The duke of Guiſe, always occupied by his great 


defigns,—whilſt the king lived, as it were, buried in a 
profound lethargy, - aſſembled at Nancy the chiefs of 


the League and the princes of his houſe, The reſult, 


'was, to make' new demands upon the king. They 
were inſolent; Henry III diſſembled; being refolyed 


to 
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priſon 19 ans, et en 158), lui fit trancher la tete, 

ſous pretexte qu'elle occaſionnoit des ſoulevemens dans 

Tetat. Henri III ne penſa point à venger la mort 
de la femme de ſon frere, ni les droits de la royautẽ; 
il avoit tout à craindre pour lui-meme, 

Pour mettre fin à une guerre qu'on ne pouvoit 
foutenir faute d' argent, Catherine avoit tents inutile- 
ment les voies de nẽgociation. Les femmes galantes 
de fa cout, qu'elle avoit mences avec elle pour ſẽduire 
le roi de Navarre ſon gendre, n'ayant pas mieux reufli; 
Henri III fe vit oblige de continuer la guerre contre 
Vheritier preſomptif de la couronne, II confia le 
commandement de Parmee a l'un de ſes favoris, le 
duc de] oyeuſe, qui fut defait a la journee de Coutras. 

Les Allemands envoyoient au ſecours des Huguenots 
une armée de huit mille reitres, ou cayaliers, et de 
cing mille lanſquenets, ou fantaffins; le roi de Nas 
varre ne marchant point a leur rencontre; Guile les 
diſſipa, apres en avoir fait un grand carnage, Alors 
on vit redoubler Penthouſiaſme et Vinſolence des 
Ligueurs. Ils élevèrent leur idole juſqu'aux nues. 
Les chaires ne retentirent que de ſes louanges; et les 
eſprits ẽtoient {i Etrangement faſcinẽs, que les docteurs 
de Sorbonne deciderent :. <* qu'on pouvoit oter le gou- 
& yernement aux princes que l'on ne trouvoit pas capa- 
& bles, comme Padminiſtration au tuteur que l'on ayoit 
* pour ſuſpect. 

Loe duc de Guile toujours occupẽ de ſes 4 8 
deſſeins, tandis que le roi demeuroit comme enſeveli 
dans une profonde lethargie, aſſembla 3 Nanci les 
chefs de la Ligue, et les princes de ſa maiſon. Le re- 
ſultat fut de faire au roi de nouvelles demandes. Elles 

ttoient rẽvoltantes; Henri III diſſimula, rẽſolu de 
ö * 2 5 faire 
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to make an example of the Sixteen. With this view 
he aſſembled a few troops, and ſent to forbid the duke 
of Guiſe, who was then at Soiſſons, to return to Paris. 
| Twenty>five crowns were wanted for a courier to be 
| ſent with the letter; they were not to be had, and it 
| was put into the poſt- office. At the moment he was 
| leaſt expected, the duke of Guiſe arrived; waiting on 
| the king, he declared he had received no order. Two 
days after, which was May 12, 1588, Henry III 
brought in the Swiſs guards, to ſecure to himſelf the 
city. The ſeditious citizens flew to arms, formed 
barricades as far as the Louvre, ſurrounding or diſ- 
arming the ſoldiers. The king fled, and abandoned 
the city to the rebellious duke. He retired to Chartres, 
thence to Rouen, where, in order to obtain peace, he 
was compelled to fign : a ſhameful _ called the ann 1 
of union. 

Incenſed at che abaſement to which be fav himſelf 
reduced by the Leaguers, Henry III at laſt reſolved to 
exert bis authority. The States General were aſſem- 
bled at Blois. Henry bound himſelf to them by oath, 
to obſerve the edict of union, as a fundamental law of 
the kingdom. The partiſans of the Sixteen, who wiſhed 
to impoſe the 'yoke upon the ſovereign, made new 

demands upon him, calculated to increaſe his wrath. 
The audacity of the duke of Guiſe was now arrived at 
| its height ; ; reſentment, anger, fear, determined the 
king to deftroy a chieftain, ſo much the more to be 
dreaded, as he eclipſed by his great qualities all the 
princes of his time. The fear of the enterpriſes which 
de might form, muſt not be miſtaken for a panic; he 
e himfelf in n circumſtances to thoſe which 
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faire un exemple ſur les S:ize. Dans cette vue il raſ- 
ſembla quelques troupes, et envoya defenſe au duc de 
Guile, qui <toit alors a Soiſſons, de revenir a Paris. 
II falloit vingt-cinq ecus au courier charge de la lettre; 
on ne les trouva point, et la lettre fut miſe à la poſte. 
Au moment qu'on s'y attend le moins, arrive le due 
de Guiſe; prẽſentẽ au roi, il jure qu'il n'a regu aucun 
ordre. Deux jours apres, le 12 Mai, 1588, Henri III 
fait entrer les Suiſſes, pour s'aſſurer de la ville. Les 
| bourgeois ſẽditieux prennent les armes, forment des 
barricades juſqu'au Louvre, enveloppent ou dẽſarment 
les ſoldats. Le roi fut oblige de s'enfuir, et d'aban- 
donner ſa capitale au duc rebelle. 11 ſe retira a Char- 
tres, de 1a a Rouen, on, pour obtenir la paix, il fut 
oblige de ſigner un traits enen qu'on e Pedit 
d'union. | 


Outrẽ de Pavilifſement on il ſe voyoit rẽduit par les 


Ligueurs, Henri III réſolut enfin de faire des coups 


d'autoritè. Les Etats-generaux furent afſembles a Blois. 


Henri fit ſerment avec eux d'obſerver edit d' union, 
comme une loi fondamentale du royaume. Les par- 
tiſans des Seize, qui vouloient impoſer le joug au 
ſouverain, lui firent de nouvelles demandes propres 
a Vaigrir davantage. L'audace du duc de Guile Etoit 
parvenue à ſon comble; le reſſentiment, la colgre, la 
crainte determinerent le roi a faire perir un chef de 
parti, d'autant plus redoutable, qu'il effagoit par ſes 
grandes qualites tous les princes de ſan temps.. Ce 
n'ẽtoit point une terreur panique que la crainte des 
entrepriſes qu'il pouvoit former; il ſe trouvoit dans 
5 en nee parcilles a celle dont Pepin profita; 
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Pepin took advantage of; and Henry III ſomewhat 
reſembled the latter kings of the firſt race. 

It appeared impoſſible to proſecute the duke of Guiſe, 
all-powerful as he was in the kingdom. An aſſaſſina- 
tion was the ſureſt means; not conſidering that it was 
the moſt odious. The king, provided with a letter 
from Sextus V, who gave him a general advice 10 make 
himſelf the moſt power ful, and always maſter, by any vio- 
lence whatever —diſtributed poniards himſelfto the mur- 
derers, who were choſen from among the guards called 
the forty-five; and ſeizing the moment when Guiſe 
came to court, he ſent for him into his cabinet, on 
pretence of communicating to him ſome affairs of im- 
portance. The duke was no ſooner entered, than the 
door was ſhut upon him; and as he was lifting up the 
tapeſtry of the chamber wherein the king was, one of 
the nine gentlemen in waiting ſeized his ſword with one 
hand, and with the other firuck a poniard into his 
breaſt : the eight others diſpatched him. The next day | 
the cardinal de Guiſe, his brother, ſuffered in the 
ſame manner. At the ſame time, the Cardinal de 
Bourbon and the chiefs of the League were arreſted. 

Inſtead of flying to Paris with his troops, and taking 
advantage of the firſt conſternation of the Leaguers, 
the king fell into his uſual indolence, nor took one 
meaſure, or gave a ſingle order to be beforehand with 
the ſeditious. - Immediately all Paris was in a blaze; 
the Sixteen abandoned themſelves to the greateſt exceſs: 
the Sorbonne declared the ſubje&s releaſed from their 
obligations to their ſoyereign. 

During theſe tranſactions, Catherine de Medicis 
died at Blois, aged 71, loaded with debts. She ro- 


eommended to the bog with' her ak breath, to re- 
| concile 
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et Henri III ne reſſembloit pas mal aux derniers rois 
de la premiere race. 

Il paroiſſoit impoſſible de faire le procès au due de 
Guiſe, tout-puiſſant dans le royaume. Un aſſaſſinat 
£toit la voie la plus ſore; on ne penſa point que c'ẽtoĩt 
Ja plus odieuſe. Le roi, - muni d'une lettre de Sixte- 


quint, qui lui donnoit un conſeil abſolu de ſe rendre le 5 


plus fort, et toujours maitre par quelque violence qus ce 
fat, —diſtribua lui-meme des poignards aux meurtriers, 
qui furent choifis parmi les gardes appeles les Quarante- 
cing ; et profitant d'un moment que Guile Etoit venu 
a la cour, il lui fit dire de paſſer dans ſon cabinet, ſous 


pretexte de lui communiquer quelques affaires d'im- 


portance. Le duc n'y fut pas plutot entre, que la 


porte ſe referma ſur lui; et comme il ſoulevoit la 


portière de la chambre ou <toit le roi, un des neuf 
gentilshommes de ſervice ſaiſit ſon Epee d'une main, 
et de Vautre lui enfonga un poignard dans la poitrine, 
Auſſitöt les huit autres Vacheverent. Le lendemain 
le cardinal de Guiſe ſon frere, ſubit le mEme ſort. 
En meme temps on arreta le cardinal de DO ct 
les principaux chefs de la Ligue, 

Au lien de yoler à Paris avec des troupes, et de pro- 
fiter de la premitre conſternation des Ligueurs, le roi 
retombe dans ſon indolence ordinaire, ne prend aucune 
meſure, ne donne aucun ordre pour prevenir les ſẽdi- 
tieux. Bient&t tout Paris eſt en feu; les Seize s'aban- 
donnent aux derniers excès; la Sorbonne declare les 


ſujets deligs de leurs obligatians envers le ſouve- 


* 


rain. 
Sur ces entrefaites mourut à Blois Catherine de 


Medicis, gee de 71 ans, et accablte de dettes. Elle 
, Tecommanda au roi, en mourant, de fe reconcilier 
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concile himſelf to the king of Navarre, and added, 
that peace could not be re-eſtabliſhed in the kingdom 
without allowing liberty of conſcience. The death of 
this princeſs, who had been ſo much talked of, made 
not the leaſt noiſe;—ſuch was the fate of Iſabella of 
Bavaria, and in general of all the queens who knew 
not how to deſerve the affection of the French. 

A new chief had ſupplied the place of the duke of 
Guiſe; this was the duke of Mayenne, leſs ardent, leſs 
audacious, but as to the reſt, the worthy ſucceſſor of his 
brother. The Leaguers declared him lieutenant- general 
of the flate royal and crown of France: this was making 
him king under another name. Many conſiderable 
cities openly embraced his party; there ſcarcely remain- 
ed to the king a few provinces, conſtrained to it by the 
authority of their governors. In-theſe. fatal circum- 
ſtances, he at laſt treated with the king of Navarre, 
40 whom he had been a reluctant enemy. The two 
Kings embraced with tenderneſs, and united ſtrictly 
againſt the League. 

The union of the two kings was a ſubject of alarm 
to the court of Rome, Though Sextus V did not 
eſteem the League, he favoured it through policy. The 
maſſacre of the duke of Guiſe, had appeared to him an 
act of neceſſary juſtice; but that of the Cardinal, and 
the impriſonment of ſome leaguing biſhops,” ſeemed 
crying outrages againſt the church and the Holy See. 
This haughty pope, who had the ambition to domineer 
over ſovereigns, finding Henry Jeagued with an here- 
tic, fulminated a monitoire againſt him, by which he 
commanded him to ſet at liberty the Cardinal of Bour- 
bon, cited him to appear before his tribunal, either 
perſonally or by proxy, within ſixty days, on pain 

| N 9 


avec le roi de Navarre, et ajouta qu'on ne pouvoit r- 
tablir la paix dans le royaume, qu'en accordant la 
libertE de conſcience. La mort de cette princeſſe, qui 
avoit fait tant parler d'elle, ne fit pas le moindre bruit: 


—tel fut le ſort d'Iſabelle de Baviere, et en general de 


toutes les reines qui ne ſurent _ meriter l'affection des 
F rangois. 


Un nouveau chef avoit remplace le due de Guiſe; 
c*&toit le duc de Maſenne, moins vif, moins auda- 
cieux, mais du reſte digne ſucceſſeur de ſon frere. 
Les Ligueurs le declarerent /ieutenant-gentral de [tat 
royal et courenne de France; C toit le faire roi ſous un 
autre nom. Pluſieurs villes confiderables embraſsèrent 
hautement ſon parti; à peine reſtoit- il au roi quelques 


provinces, contenues par Fantorite des gouverneurs. 


Dans ces fatales circonſtances, il traite enfin avec le 
roi de Navarre, dont on Vavoit force d'etre Pennemi. 
Les deux rois s' embraſſent avec tendreſſe, et s 'uniſſent 
Etroitement contre la Ligue. 


L'union des deux rois ẽtoit un ſafer d'alarmes pour 
la cour de Rome. Quoique Sixte-Quint n'eſtimit 
point la Ligue, il la favoriſoit politiquement. Le 
maſſacre du duc de Guiſe lui avoit paru un acte de 
juſtice nẽceſſaite; mais celui du cardinal, et Vempri- 
ſonnement de quelques prelats ligueurs, lui paroiſſoient 
des attentats crians contre Veglife et le Saint-Siege, 
Ce pape altier, qui avoit Vambition de maitriſer les 
ſouverains, voyant Henri ligue avec un prince here- 
tique, fulmina contre lui un monitoire, par lequel 
il lui ordonnoit de mettre en liberté le cardinal de Bour- 
bon, le citoit à comparoitre devant ſon tribunal dans 
ſoxante 3 jours, ou en perſonne ou par procureur, ſous 
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of excommunication, The timid king was thrown 
into conſternation by the monitoire of Rome; the king 
of Navarre had much difficulty to remove his fear. 
Let us conquer, ſaid he to him, and we hall have ab ſa- 
lution; in effect, the Cardinal de Joyeuſe had written 
from Rome, that it ſhould be granted or refuſed, ac- 
cording as their arms were fortunate or unfortunate, 

It was neceſſary to beſiege Paris, and ſtifle the 
Leaguers in their holds. A fuccour of ten thoufand 
Swiſs, put the royal army in a tate to form this enter- 
priſe. The king ſeized upon St. Cloud, the 2gth 
July 1589. This was the ſpot where he was to fall 
2 victim to fanaticiſm. A young Dominican monk, 
named James Clement, a wild, looſe, fiery, fanatic prieſt; 
his head over-heated by the declamations of preach- 
ers, by the reigning doctrine of regicide, and by the 
daily converſations of enthuſiaſts, tlought himſelf 
deſtined to deliver the kingdom from a tyrant. (This 
was the only name given to Henry III.) His prior, 
and perſons of the firſt rank, among others the ſiſter 
of Guiſe, confirmed him in his reſolution. Having 
prayed and faſted, he ſet out, ſupplied with paſſports 
and letters of credit, repaired to St. Cloud, got him- 
ſelf preſented to the king, and with all the cool 
blood of a deliberate villain, plunged a knife in his 
| bowels, All thoſe who were preſent, nat maſters 
of their firſt impulſe, ſtabbed the parricide monk in a 

thouſand places. At Paris he was honoured as a ſaint ; 
the pope expreſſed himſelf in the ſame manner as the 
Leaguers, Almoſt all the theological Catholics main- 
tained this atrocious and abſurd doQrine, which ex- 
b cited to murder, or even regicide, for the defence of the 
church. Nothing can better prove, how much the 
| | ſpirit 
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peine d'ttre excommuniẽ. Le timide roi fut conſterns 

du monitoire de Rome; le Toi de Navarre ent beaucoup 
de peine à le raſſurer. Yaingquons, lui dit-il, et nous 
aurens Tabſolution: effectlvement le cardinal de Joyeuſe 
avoit Ecrit, de Rome qu'on la donneroit ou qu'on la 


refuſeroit, ſelon que les armes ſeroient heureuſes on 


malheureuſes. 


11 falloit afßeger Paris, et Stouffer ia Ligue dens fon 
fort. Un ſecours de dix mille Suiſſes mit l'armee 
royale en ẽtat de former cette entrepriſe. Le roi s' em- 


para de Saint-Cloud, le 29 Juillet 1589; c'stoit 1a _ 
que le fanatiſme devoit l' immoler. Un dominicain. 


nommẽ Jacques Clement, jeune prietre, groffier, liber- 


tin, fougueux, fanatique, la t&te Echauffee par les de- _ 


clamations des predicateurs, par la doctrine courante 


du regicide, et par les entretiens journalieis des en- 


thouſiaſtes, ſe croit deſtine à delivrer le royaume d'un 
tyran. [On ne donnoit pas d' autre nom a Henri III.) 
Son prieur, et des perſonnes du premier rang, entre 


autres la ſœur des Guiſes, le confirment dans fa rẽſo- 


lution, Ayant prie et jeüné, il part muni de paſſe- 
ports et de lettres de creance, ſe rend 3 Saint-Cloud, 
ſe fait preſenter au roi, et avec tout le ſang-froid-d'un 
ſcẽlẽrat lui plonge ſon conteau dans te ventre. Tous 
ceux qui Etoient preſens, peu maitres du premier mou- 
vement, percerent de mille coups le moine parricide. 
A Paris on Vhonora comme un ſaint; le pape $'exprima 
ſur ſon compte de la meme fagon que les Ligueurs. 
Preſque tous les theologiens Catholiques ſoutenoient 

cette doctrine atroce et abſurde, qui excite au meurtre, 
au rẽgicide meme, pour la defenſe de Vegliſe, Rien 


ne prouve mieux combien Feſprit de parti et le faux 
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ſpirit of party and falſe zeal can extinguiſh the lights, 
not only of reaſon, but alſo of religion. It muſt be 
acknowledged, that the conduct of Henry III did not 
a little contribute to inſpire this madneſs. Super- 
ſtition, joined to other vices, rendered him equally 
_ deſpicable and odious. His reign was called the reign 
of favourites. 

This prince died the ad of Auguſt, 1 A the day 
after he received his wound, in the thirty- eighth year of 
his age, and fifteenth of his reign. In him ended 
the race of Valois, which gave place to the branch of 
the Bourbons. 


CHAP. XXXII. 
THE BOURBON LINE. 


F 


S Henry III died without iſſue, and the branch of 
Valois became extin& in his perſon, the ſucceſ- 
ſion to the crown deſcended to Henry de Bourbon, 
king of Navarre, firſt prince of the blood. 
This prince was born at Pau, in Bearn, on the 13th 
of December, 1553, of Anthony of Bourbon, duke 
of Vendome, and Jane of Albret, queen of Navarte. 
He deſcended in a direct line from Robert of France, 
count of Clermont, ſixth ſon of St. Lewis. © 
Jane of Albret being pregnant with this prince, 
Henry of Albret made his daughter promiſe, that ſhe 
would 
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2le peuvent éteindre non- ſeulement les lumieres de 
la raiſon, mais celles de la religion. II faut -avoner 


que la conduite de Henri III ne contribua pas peu à 


inſpirer cette dẽmence. La ſuperſtition jointe à ſes 
autres vices le readoit ẽgalement mepriſable et odieux. 
Son regne fut appele le regne des favoris. 

Ce prince mourut le 2 Aout, 1589, le 8 
de {a bleſſure, dans la trente- huitième anne de ſon age, 
et la quinzième de ſon regne. En lui finit la race des 
Valois, qui fit place à la branche de Bourbons. 


CH AP. XXXII. 


BRANCHE DE BOURBON. + 


HENRI IV. 


OMME Henri III cetoit mort ſans: laifſer Fenfans, 

et que la branche de Valois s'ẽtoit Eteinte dans fa 

perſonne, fon ſucceſſeur a la couronne fut Henri de 
Bourbon, roi de Nayarre, premier prince du ſang. 


Ce prince naquit.a Pau en Bearn, le 13 Decembre, 


1453, d' Anteine de Bourbon, due de Vendome, et 
de Jeanne d'Albret, reine de Navarre. Il deſcendoit 
en ligne directe de Robert de France, comte de Cler- 
mont, fixieme ſils de S. Louis. 
Jeanne d' Albret étant groſſe de ce prince, Henri 
a e fit promettre à ſa fille, qu'elle chanteroit 
8 pendant 
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would fing during childbearing : © to the end,” ſaid 
he, that you may not bring forth a crying and 
te puling child.” The princeſs kept her word with her 
father, and notwithſtanding the pains ſhe ſuffered; 
had the courage to begin a ſong in the Bearn language, 
as ſoon as ſhe h him. enter ; the child came into 
the world without either weeping or crying. His 
grandfather carried him into his chamber, rubbed 
bis lips with a clove of garlic, and made him ſuck 2 
drop of wine; with an intent to make his conſtitution 
more robuſt and vigorous. a | 
It was in the caſtle of Coaraze, Ginare in the midſt 
of rocks, between Bigorre and Bearn, that the young 
Henry received his firſt education. He had been car- 
ried thither by order of his grandfather, who died 
ſeventeen months after the birth of his grandſon, Effe- 
minacy did not preſide at the education of this prince; 
his ordinary nouriſhment was brown bread, cheeſe 
and beef, He was clothed, as other children of the 
country were, in the coarſeſt ſtuffs. He was accuſtomed 
to climb and run up the rocks; often he was made to 
walk bare-headed and bare-footed. Thus, by early 
habituating his body to exerciſe and labour, he pre- 
pared his ſoul to ſupport with courage all the vicit- 
fitudes which fate cauſed him to experience. 
Ihe forming the body of the prince of Bearn, was 
not the ſole object of his education; the ableſt maſters 
were given him. His mother, protectreſs of the re- 
formed religion, had him inſtructed by the moſt cele- 
brated men among the Proteſtants. T he young Henry, 
who added to the moſt lively wit the moſt ſolid judg- 
ment, ſoon made rapid progreſs, The reading of the 
works of Plutarch, of which Amyot had juſt given an 
excellent 
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pendant ſon enfantement; afin, lui dt. l, que tu ne 
« me faſſes pas un enfant pleureux et rechigne,” La 
princeſſe tint parole 3 a ſon pere, et malgre les douleurs 
qu'elle ſouffroit, elle eut le courage de commencer une 
chanſon en langage Bearnois, auffit6t qu'elle Penten- 
dit entrer. L'enfant vint au monde fans pleurer ni 
crier. Son-grand-pere l'empotta dans ſa chambre, lui 
frotta les lèvres d'une gouſſe d'ail, et lui fit ſucer une 
goutte de vin, dans le deſſein de lui rendre le tempẽra· 
ment plus male et plus vigoureux. 


Ce fut dans le chateau de Coaraze, ſituẽ au milieu 


des rochers, entre le Bigorre et le BEarn, que le jeune 
Henri regut ſa premiere education. II y avoit <te 
tranſports par les ordres de ſon aleul, qui mourut 


dix-ſept mois apres la naiſſance de ſon petit-fils. La 
molleſſe ne prefida point à cette education; la nour- 


riture ordinaire de ce prince Etoit du pain bis, du 
fromage et du bœuf. II n'ẽtoit habille, comme les 
autres enfans du pays, que des étoffes les plus groſ- 
fitres, On l'accoutumoit à monter et I courir ſur 
les rochers; ſouvent meme on le faiſoit marcher nu- 
pieds et nu-tete, C'eſt ainſi qu'en habituant de bonne 
heure ſon corps à Vexercice et aux travaux, il prepara 
| ſon ame a ſupporter avec courage toutes les viciffitudes 

* le ſort luĩ fit eſſuyer. | 

On ne $'appliqua pas ſeulement 3 rer le corps 
du prince de Bearn; on lui donna les gouverneurs 
les plus habiles. Sa mere, protectrice de la religion 
reformee, appela aupres de lui ceux d'entre les Pro- 


teſtans qui avoient le plus de reputation. Le jeune 


Henri, qui joignoit à Veſprit le plus vif le jugement 
le plus ſolide, fit bient6t de rapides progres. La lec- 
ture n ceuvres de Plutarque, dont Amyot venoit de 


donner 5 
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excellent tranſlation, was not leſs uſeful to him than the 
lefſons ofhis maſters ; it was by repeated peruſals of the 
hiſtories of the illuſtrious men of this author, that he 
learnt to become, at leaſt, their equal, 

France could not have found a more worthy maſter 
than Henry IV to goyern it, nor one more capable of 
repairing its misfortunes, He was poſſeſſed of a great 
ſoul, a fine genius, an admirable judgment; formed by 
a maſculine and plain education; uſed to the fatigues of 
war; bred up in misfortunes, which teach kings to know 
that they are men; of the age of thirty-ſix, when the 
mind and body are at their higheſt prime; full of frank- 
neſs and honeſty, of generoſity to his friends, and af- 
fection to his people; too ſuſceptible of the weakneſſes 
of love, but preferring glory and the as good to 
bis pleaſures. Fr 

There was nothing againſt r hr his religion. 
an almoſt inſurmountable barrier in a time of 5 
ticiſm and revolt. The duke of Epernon, and ſeveral 
lords and gentlemen of the army, retired at firſt, under 
pretence that their conſcience would not permit them 
to ſerve an heretical prince. Moſt of the others remain- 
ed faithful to him, on condition that he would abide by 
the judgment of the council of Trent. But the duke of 
Mayenne, who whether from moderation or policy, 
would not accept the title of king, cauſed ĩt to be given 
to the old cardinal of Bourbon, ſtill a priſoner; be 
was proclaimed ſome months me. under the 
name of Charles X. 

The royal army, which confiſied of 8 thouſand 
men at the beginning of the fiege of Paris, diminiſhed 
conſiderably every day. Frequent deſertions, and the 


xetreat of a crowd of officers who demanded their diſ- | 
- miſſion, 
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donner une excellente traduction, ne lui fut pas moins 
utile que les legons de ſes maitres; c'eſt en reliſant 


ſouvent V'hiſtoire des hommes illuſtres de cet auteur, 


qu'il apprit a devenir au moins leur egal. 

La France n'auroit pu trouver un maĩtre plus digne 
que Henri IV, de la gouverner, ni plus capable de rẽ- 
parer ſes malheurs, C'etait un prince ne avec une 
grande ame, un beau genie, un jugement admirable; 
forme par une education male et ſimple ; endurci 
aux fatigues de la guerre; éprouvé par Vinfortune, 
-qui apprend aux rois qu'ils ſont des hommes; par- 
venu a Vage de trente-ſix ans, ou Veſprit et le corps 
ont toute leur force; plein de droiture et de franchiſe, 
de generoſite pour ſes amis, d' affection pour ſes peuples; 
trop ſuſceptible des foibleſſes de l amour, mais aimant 
la gloire et le bien public preferablement aux plaifirs, 


Henri n'avoit contre lui que fa propre religion, 


barriere preſque inſurmontable dans un temps de fa- 
natiſme et de rẽvolte. Le duc d'Epernon et pluſieurs 
ſeigneurs de Varmee ſe retirerent d'abord, ſous pre- 
texte que leur conſcience ne leur permettoit pas de 


ſervir ſous un prince heretique. La plupart des autres 


lui demeurerent fideles, a condition qu'il s'en rap- 
porteroit au jugement du concile de Trente. Mais 
le duc de Malenne, qui ſoit moderation, ſoit politique, 
ne voulut point du titre de roi pour Jui-meme, le fit 
donner au vieux cardinal de Bourbon encore priſon- 
nier, qu'on proclama en mois apres ſous le nom 
de Charles X. 


L/armee royale, forte de trente mille hommes au 


commencement du fiege de Paris, diminuoit conſidé- 


rablement tous les Jodie: Les deſertions frequentes, 
lu retraite d'une foule d'officiers qui demandoient leur 


Vor. II. N congé. 
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miſſion ; the want of money, the ſcruples of the Ca- 
tholics, the miſtruſt of the Hugonots, all contributed 
to weaken it. Henry IV raiſed the fiege, and retired 
towards Dieppe, not having more than five or fix thou- 
ſand fighting men. It was deliberated in his council, 
whether he ſhould retire to England; ſo great was the 
ſuperiority of the Leaguers. Mayenne purſued him 
with an army three or four times more numerous than 
his own. The Leaguers already boaſted of an infallible 
victory. „The Beargois (for that was the name which 
te they gave to the monarch) cannot,” ſaid they, 
10 eſcape us by any other means than by throwing him- 
6 ſelf into the tea The danger Was frightful ; but 
Henry was not eaſily terrified. 

The battle of Arques confounded the hopes of the 
rebels. He there defeated them with his little army. 
It was in part the fault of the duke of Mayenne, too 
flow i in his operations, loaded by his corpulency, and 
who loſt too much time in bed and at table. If 
he does not change his manners,” ſaid Henry, I 
am always ſure of beating him in the field.” The in · 
defatigable activity, and extreme ſobriety of the king, 
gave him the advantage over his enemy. It is ſaid 

that he uſed more boots than the other did ſhoes. On 
the occaſion of the battle of Arques, Henry LV wrote 
10 Crillon in theſe terms: Hang thyſelf, brave Cril- 
* lon; we have fought at Arques, and thou waſt not 
« there,” 

After this victory, having ricoived a reinforcement 
pf four thouſand Engliſh, he carried terror to the gates 
of Paris, where a falſe report of his defeat had been 
ſpread. He togk five ſuburbs of it ſword in band; but 
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conge, le manque d'argent, les ſcrupules des Catho- 
liques, la defiance des Huguenots, tout contribuoit 
à Paffoiblir. Henri IV leva le ſiege, et ſe retira vers 
Dieppe, n' ayant plus que cin a fix mille combattans. 
On delibera dans ſon conſeil s'il paſſeroit en Angle- 
terre; tant les Ligyeurs avoient de ſuperiarite, Maienne 
le pourſuivit avec une arme trois qu quatre fois plus 
nombreuſe que la ſienne. Les Ligueurs ſe yantoient 
deja d'une victoire infaillible. Le Bearnais (car c toit 
le nom qu'ils donnoient au monarque) ne pouvoit, 
diſoient-ils, leur echapper, à moins de ſe jeter dans 
la mer. Le peril ẽtoĩt effrayant, mais Henri n'en 
redoutoit aucun. 


La bataille d' Arques confondit les eſpfrances des 
rebelles. Il les defit avec fa petite armee. Ce fut 
en partie la faute du duc de Maienne, trop lent dans 
ſes operations, appeſanti par la maſſe de ſon corps, 
et qui perdoit trop de temps au lit et à table. $'il 
&« n'y va pas d'une autre fagon, dit Henri, je ſuis 
e aſſurę de le battre toujours en campagne. L'acti- 
vite infatigable et l'extrème ſobriẽtẽ du roi lui don- 
noient tout Favantage ſur ſon ennemi. On a ecrit 
qu'il uſoit plus de bottes, que autre n'uſoit de ſouliers. 
C'eſt à Voccafion de la bataille d' Arques que Henri IV 
&crivit i Crillon: . Pends- toi, brave Crillon, nous 
avons combattu a Arques, et tu n'y etois pas.“ 


Apres cette victoire, ayant regu un renfort de quatre 
mille Anglois, 1] alla porter la terreur juſqu aux portes 
de Paris, ou Von avoit fauſſement rẽpandu le bruit 
de fa defaite, II s'empara de cing fgubourgs Vepee a 

e e 1a 
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not having cannon, he could not force the town ; May- 
enne re-entered and defended it. | 
| The whole kingdom was torn in pieces, and the party 
of the League governed, Sextus V had ſent a legate, 
with commiſſion to elect ſuch a king as would be agree - 
able to the court of Rome. Philip II, king « of Spain, 
demanded the title of king of F rance, that he might 
diſmember it, to gratify his ambition. This art- 
ful prince, wiſhing to be maſter of the League, gave 
them moderate ſuccours, by which he propoſed to keep 
them always in dependence; but the duke of Mayenne 
reſolved not to receive him for a maſter, and avoided 
his project, though at the ſame time he made uſe of his 
aſſiſtance. | 
The day of Arques had tarniſhed his reputation, and 
| he wiſhed to re-eſtabliſh it by ſome ſtriking action. He 
therefore marched againſt the king, who beſieged Dreux, 
and immediately raiſed the fiege that he might give him 
battle. Notwithſtanding the advantage of number, the 
duke was again defeated at Ivry, i in 1500. This famous 
battle alone was ſufficient to immortalize Henry IV. 
Both a general and a ſoldier, he ſhewed as much addreſs 
as he did bravery. Before the action, he ran through the 
ranks with an air of gaiety, which ſeemed to preſage 
victory, and thus addreſſed his ſoldiers: You uy 
« Frenchmen, —T am your king,—there is the enemy.” 
Then taking off his helmet, which was ornamented 
Vith a plume of white feathers, © My children,” ſaid 
he, “ keep yeur ranks properly. If the ſtandards ſhould 
6 be loſt, here is the ſignal for rallying, —follow my | 
% white plume ; you ſhall always find it in the road to 
« honour" and victory.“ Where are the ſoldiers who 


would not feel themſelyes ANG by ſuch expreſſions? 
It 


Trp, XXXIIl. HENRI IV. 90 
la main; mais faute de canon, il ne put forcer la ville; 
Maienne y rentra pour la defendre. 


Tout le royaume ctoit dechire, et le parti de la 
Ligue dominoit. Sixte-Quint avoit envoys un legat, 
avec commiſſion de faire lire un roi tel que Ia cour 
de Rome pouvoit le ſouhaiter. Philippe II, roi 
d'Eſpagne, demandoit le titre de protecteur de la 
France, pour la demembrer au gre de ſon ambition, 
Ce prince artificieux vouloit ſe rendre maitre de Ia 
Ligue. En lui accordant des ſecours mẽdiocres, il 
ſe propoſoit de la tenir toujours dans la dependance ; 
mais le duc de Maienne, rẽſolu de ne ſe pas donner 
un maitre, fit avorter ſes projets, ſans ſe pry de ſes 


ſecours. 


La journée 4 Arques avoit terni fa reputation. 
Pour la rẽtablir par une action d'cclat, il marcha contre 
le roi qui aſſiẽgeoit Dreux, et qui leva auſſitöt le ſiege 
pour aller combattre. Malgré Vavantage du nombre, | 
le due fut encore defait a Ivri, en 1590. Cette fameuſe 
bataille pourroit ſeule immortaliſer Henri IV. General 
et ſoldat, il montra autant d' habileté que de bravoure. 
Avant FaQion, parcourant les rangs avec un air de 
galté qui préſageoit la viRtoire, il dit à ſes troupes : 
Vous @tes Frangois,—Je ſuis votre roi, ct voila l'en- 
© nemi.” Puis 6tant ſon caſque qui Etoit ornẽ d'un 
panache blanc: Enfans,” dit- il, gardez vos rangs. 
* Sj les cornettes vous manquent, ralliez- vous a mon 
* panache blanc; vous le trouverez au chemin de 
„ Phonneur et de la gloire.” Quels ſeroient les ſoldats 
qui ne ſe ſentiroient pas animes par un tel diſcours ? 

N 3 | On 
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It was once thought that he was dead in the midſt of the 
affray; but he foon appeared again, covered with the 
blood of his enemies, His ſoldiers became ſo many 
heroes; and the Leaguers were entirely defeated. 
Henry IV poſſeſſed the art of gaining hearts in a 
high degree. Schomberg, general of the Germans, 
ſome days before this battle, demanded of him the pay of 
his troops. The treaſury was empty—and a guſt of 
anger burſt from the king. Never did a man of 
courage,” replied he, demand money on the eve of 
« a battle.” Repenting of this injurious repartee, he 
ſeized the moment they were preparing for combat 
in order to repair it. M. de Schomberg” faid he, 
% J have offended you.— This day, perhaps, may be 
“ the laſt of my life: I do not wiſh to wound the ho- 
4 nourof a gentleman ; I know your merit and valour : 
% J entreat you to pardon and embrace me.” Schom- 
berg anſwered him: It is true that your Majeſty 
<< wounded me the other day,—to-day you have killed 
&«& me; for the honour you do me, 25755 An me to 
« die on this occaſion for your ſervice.” The brave 
German indeed ſignalized his valour, and was killed ” 
the king's fide, 
Here the following anecdote cerbiviy deſerves a 
place. Henry now heing very much in want of money, 
| aſked one of his truſty courtiers where he could 
' procure ſome. The courtier replied, that he knew 
2 very rich merchant's wife, who very probably might 
aſſiſt him. The monarch adviſed his confident to 
pay a viſit immediately to the lady, and offered to 
accompany him in diſguiſe, At the cloſe of the 
evening, they both ſet out from Mantes, where the 


camp was, for Meulan, where madame le Clerc, the 
2 | r 
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On crut un inſtant que le rot ẽtoĩt mort dans la melee; 


mais il reparut bient6t couvert du ſang des ennemis. 
Ses ſoldats devinrent autant de heros, et 8 Ligueurs 


furent tailles en ieces. 
les cœurs. Stn, E des Allemands, quel- i 
ques jours avant la bataille, lui demanda la paye de 
ſes troupes. Les finances manquoient; un mouve- 
ment de depit emporta le roi. Jamais homme de 
e cceur, répondit-il, n'a demande d' argent la veille 
d'une bataille.“ Se repentant d'une vivacite injurieuſe, 
il faifit pour la rEparer le moment on Von alloit ſe 
« battre. M. de Schomberg,” dit-il, je vous ai 
4 offenſe. Cette journée ſera peut - etre la dernière 
te de ma vie: je ne veux point emporter Phonneur 
« d'un gentilhomme ; je connois votre merite et votre 
4 N je vous prie de me pardonner, et embraſſez- 
&© moi.” Schomberg lui rEpondit: © II eſt vrai que 
& yotre Majeſtè me bleffs l'autre j jour; aujourd'hui elle 
* me tue; car Phonneur qu'elle me fait m 'oblige 
de mourir en cette occaſion pour ſon ſervice,” Le 
brave Allemand ſignals en  effet fa ering! et fit tus 

a cote du roi. 
L'Anecdote ſuivante merite de trouver place ici, 
Henri avoit le plus grand beſoin d'argent ; il demanda 
i uri de ſes courtiſans les plus affides; on il pourroit 
&en procurer; Le courtifan repondit qu connoiffoit 
la femme d'un tres-tiche marchand, qui probable- 
ment ſeroit dans le cas de lui donner des ſecours. 
Le monarque fut d'avis qu il allit fur le champ voir 
cette dame; et it lui offrit de Paccompagner deguile. 
Sur la fin du jour il partent tous les deux de Mantes, on | 
Va rm6e Etoit campee, pour ſe rendre a x Meulan, on „„ 
demeuroit | 
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lady in queſtion, reſided. They were moſt hoſpi- 
tably received; and after the uſual congratulations 
on the ſucceſs of the king's army, the courtier, 
affecting an air of deep © ſorrow, began, Alas, 


* madam, to what purpoſe are all our victories! 
We are in the greateſt diſtreſs imaginable. His 


«© majeſty has no money to pay his troops; they 
© threaten to revolt and join the Leaguers; Mayenne 
ce will triumph at laſt.” —Is it poſſible,” exclaimed 
Madame le Clerc; but let not that affect our 


4 gracious ſovereign; he will ſtill find new reſour- 
4 ces. He fights for too glorious a cauſe to be 


© abandoned; many other perſons will follow my 
« example,” On ſaying this, ſhe quitted the room, 
and returned with many bags full of gold, which 


ſhe laid at their feet. This is all I can do for the . 


„ preſent,” added ſhe gracefully; go and relieve 


% the prince of his anxiety. Wiſh him from me 


« all the ſucceſs and happineſs he deſerves. Tell 
ce him to be confident that he reigns in the hearts 
tc of-his ſubjects, and that my life and fortune are, 
& and will ever be, at his diſpoſal.” Henry could 
not conceal himſelf any longer. Generous woman!“ 
« cried he, my friend has no occaſion to go far 


4 to tell his majeſty the excellence of your heart. 


« Here he ſtands before you, and is a witneſs to 
« your effuſions of ſenfibility! Be aſſured that this 
« favour will indelibly be engraved on Henry's 
« heart.” Madame le Clerc fell at the monarch's 


feet, without being able to utter a word. The 


confident wept, and Henry . in the ſweet emo- 


8 Pat 
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demeuroit madame Le Clerc, la dame en queſtion, IIs 
furent très-bien recus, et après les complimens ordi- 
naires ſur le ſuccès des armes du roi, le courtiſan, 
d'un air extremement triſte ſe mit a dire: Helas 
« madame, à quoi ſervent toutes nos victoires? Nous 
„ ſommes toujours dans la plus grande dẽtreſſe ima- 
« ginable. Sa majeſte n'a point d'argent pour payer 
« ſes troupes; elles menacent de fe revolter et de ſe 
5 e aux Ligueurs; Maienne a la fin triomphera,” 


* —Eſt-il poſſible,” Secria madame Le Clerc; mais 


% que cela n'aMige pas notre bon roi; il trouvera 


« toujours des reſſources. Il combat pour une cauſe 


« trop glorieuſe, on ne l'abandonnera pas; beaucoup 
d'autres perſonnes ſuivront mon exemple.“ En diſant 
cela elle quitta la chambre, et revint un moment apres, 
avec des ſacs pleins d'or, qu'elle poſa par terre aux pieds 
de ſes h0tes. * Voila, dit - elle d'un air gracieux, tout ce 
« que je puis faire pour le preſent; allez tirer le prince de 
« ſon inquictude; ſouhaitez-lui de ma part tout le ſucces 
tet tout le bonheur qu'il merite. Dites- lui qu'il peut 


* compter qu'il regne dans les cœurs de ſes ſujets, et 


*« que ma vie et ma fortune ſont et ſeront toujours a ſon 


« ſervice,” Henri ne put reſter plus long-temps ſans. 


ſe faire connoitre. ** (Genereuſe femme, g*ecria-t-1l, 
* mon ami n'aura pas bien loin a aller pour faire 
part au roi de la bonte de votre coeur. Vous le 
* yoyez devant vous, il eſt temoin des marques que 
% vous donnez de votre ſenſibilité; ſoyez ſire que, 
«« que ce ſervice ſera ẽternellement gravẽ dans le coeur, 
© de Henri.” Madame Le Clerc tomba aux pieds du 
monarque,* ſans pouvoir proferer une parole. Le 
courtiſan verſa des larmes d'attendriſſement, et Henri 
dans une fi area Emotion ne put retenir les fiennes, 


Mais 
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But the time was too precious to devote it ſolely to 
friendſhip and gratitude, For want of money, the 
troops were ready to revolt that very morning, Henry 
and his friend took leave of the lady, and went to the 
army ; who, hearing they were to receive their pay, 
gave repeated ſhouts of Long live the King! 
But to proceed: after fome interval, occafioned by 
the want of money, Henry formed the blockade of 
Paris. The duke of Nemours, brother to the duke of 
Mayenne, commanded there in quality of governor, 
and provided for every event which might happen 
ins prudence and fingular activity. 

* Meanwhile, the cardinal of Bourbon died in his priſon 
of Fontenay in Poĩctou. He was a good prelate, affec- 
tionate to the king his nephew, and had been drawn 
in among the Leaguers leſs from princely ambition 
than zeal for the Catholic religion. The Sor- 
bonne, a kind of ecclefiaſtical court, once reſpectable, 
but now become the den of fanaticiſm, ſolemnly 
decided, thar Henry of Bourbon, when he ſhould be 
abſolved from cenſure, could not even then he admitted 
to the crown, they being obliged in conſcience to take 
all methods to prevent it; and that by dying for 
fo holy a cauſe, they ſecured to themfelves the palm 
6f martyrdom. 55 

The parliament, or rather the enter of this il- 
luſtrious body, through cowardice or inconceivable 
delirium, approved this decree, which was as full of 
extravagance as fury, and forbade, on pain of death, 
any one to ſpeak of a compromiſe with the king. 

To fill up the meaſure of their madneſs, there was 
formed a kind of regiment of priefts and monks, who 
ran through the ſtreets in proceſſion; with breaſt- plates 
; | en 


Chap. NERD HENRY TY: 93 


Mais le temps Etoit trop prẽcieux pour le conſacrer 


uniquement 3 Tamitié et à la reconnoiſſance. Faute 


d'argent, les troupes . ẽtoĩent pretes a ſe rẽvolter ce jour- 
la meme. Henri et ſon ami prirent conge de la dame, 
et rejoignirent Varm&e. Les ſoldats apprenant qu ils 
alloient recevoir leur paye, firent entendre de tous cõtẽs 
des cris de Vive le rei. 

Mais pour reprendre le fil de Phiſtoire, apres quel- 
ques lenteurs cauſces par le beſoin d'argent, Henri IV 
forma le blocus de Paris. Le duc de Nemours, frere 
du duc de Maienne, y commandoit en qualité de: gou- 
verneur, et il pourvut à tout avec une PORN et une 
activité ſinguliere, 

Cependant le cardinal de Bourbon mourut dans ſa 
priſon de Fontenai en Poitou; c'#toit un bon prelat, 
affectionné au roi ſon' neven, et quis 'Etoit Prete. aux 
maneéges des Ligueurs, moins par ambition de prince, 
que par zele de Catholique. La Sorbonne, eſpece de 
cour ecclẽſiaſtique, autrefois reſpectable, mais qui ẽtoit 


alors devenue le repaire du fanatiſme, decida ſolenmel- 


lement que Henri de Bourbon ne pouvoit etre admis 
à la couronne, quand meme il ſeroit abſous des cen- 
ſares ; qu'on Etoit oblige en conſcience de Pempecher 


d'y parvenir, et qu'en mourant pour une fi ſainte cauſe, 


on s'aſſureroit la palme du martyre. 
Le parlement, ou plutòt le reſte de cette a com- 
pagnie, par une lachets ou un delire inconcevable, ap- 
prouva ce decret auffi plein d'extravagance que de 
fureur, et dẽfendit ſous peine de mort de parler d' aucune 
compoſi tion avec le roi, 

Pour comble de demence, on forma une eſpece de rẽ- 


giment de pretres et de moines, qui parcoururent les rues 


en proceſſion, la cuiraſſe ſur le dos et le MOTOR ſur 
'Epaule,—= 
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94 HENRY IV. CAT. XXXII. 
on, and muſkets upon their ſhoulders ;—a ridiculous 
ſight, but very proper to excite the fanaticiſm of the 
populace, | 


There were . in Paris two hundred and | 
twenty thouſand people. A blockade of three months had 


exhauſted their proviſions, The famine became intole- 


rable. They were already reduced to grind the bones of 

the dead to make them into bread! The religious, who 
firſt inſpired the ardour of martyrdom, were not the 
moſt careleſs about life. A viſit made to the convents, 
developed their intereſted contrivances. It was found 
that even amongſt the Capuchins there was abundance 


of proviſions. 


In the mean time, neceflity rendered the Pariſians 
more tractable. In ſpite of the decrees of the theological 
faculty, and the acts of the league-parliament, they 
made ſome overtures for an accommodation. They 
offered to ſubmit, provided that the king would re- 
nounce Calviniſm. He, believing himſelf ſure of ſuc- 
ceſs, was willing to impoſe conditions himſelf, An 
unforeſeen event made him loſe the fruit of ſo much 


labour. Philip II, who feared the end of theſe troubles, 


and who flattered himſelf with gaining the crown of 


: France, had ordered the duke of Parma, Alexander 


Farneſe, governor of the Low Countries, to march to 
the ſuccour of Paris. This famous general approached 


with a powerful army, and eaſily accompliſhed his deſign. 


The deliverance of Paris was a thunderbolt which 
greatly diſcouraged the king's troops. They were in 
want of money, clothes and victuals. The king him- 
ſelf being one day in want of a dinner, went to cat 
in the tent of Francis d'O, ſuperintendant of the 


finances, whoſe table was but too well ſerved. 
| The 
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le fanatiſme de la populace. 


Il reſtoit environ deux cent vingt mille perſonnes 
dans Paris. Trois mois de blocus avoient epuiſc les 
vivres. La famine devenoit intolerable. On Etoit deja 
rẽduit 3 pulveriſer les os des morts pour en faire du 


pain. Les religieux qui etoient les premiers à inſpirer 


Pardeur du martyre, n'etoient pas les plus indifferens 
pour la vie. Une viſite faite dans les couvens devoila 
leurs manceuvres intéreſſẽes; on trouva, meme dans 
celui des capucins, d'abondantes proviſions. 


Cependant la nẽceſſitẽ rendit les Pariſiens plus trai- 
tables. Malgré les decrets de la faculté de theologie, 


et les arrèts du parlement de la Ligue, il y eut quelques 


conferences pour un accommodement, On offrit de ſe 
ſoumettre, pourvu que le roi renongãt au Calviniſme. 
Mais regardant le ſucces comme infaillible, il vouloit 
impoſer les conditions. Un EvEnement inattendu lui 
fit perdre le fruit de tant de travaux. Philippe II qui 


craignoit la fin des troubles, et qui ſe flattoit d'y gagner 


la couronne de France, avoit ordonnẽ au duc de Parme, 
Alexandre Farnèſe, gouverneur des Pays-bas, de mar- 
cher au ſecours de Paris. Ce fameux general approcha 
avec une puiſſante armee, et remplit ſans peine le but 
de ſon expẽdition. 


La délivrance de Paris fat un coup de foudre qui rẽ- 
pandit le decouragement parmi les troupes du roi, Elles 
manquoient d' argent, d'habits, et de vivres. Le roi 
lui-meme, n' ayant pas de quoi diner, alla manger un 
Jour dans la tente de 3 d'O, ſurintendant des 
RD dont la table n toit que trop bien ſervie. 


| Be oppo- 
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The oppoſition made to Henry at Rome and Paris, 
was not ſo much ſor the ſake of religion, as to ſerve 
the king of Spain. This ambitious monarch flattered 
himſelf with uſurping France, as he had invaded Por- 
tugal; he pretended to reign there, or at leaſt to make 
his danghter do ſo. Preſuming much on his policy 
and great treaſures, he would already ſay: My city 
* of Paris, my city of Rouen, &c.' the fact ion of the 
Sixteen readily ſeconded his views. 

A party was likewiſe formed 1n fayour of the young 
cardinal of Bourbon, ſon to the prince of Condé, who 
was killed at Jarnac. The king diſcovercd the intrigue, 
and ftopt it by ſecuring the perſon of the card nal. 

Elizabeth, and the proteſtant princes of Germany, 
having fent to Henry IV a reinforcement of troops, 
he undertook the ſiege of Rouen, one of the bulwarks 
of the League, It was ſaid of the Parjfians, that they 
knew better how to 5% than to fight; the contrary 
might be faid of Rouen. Villars-Brancas, ſtrongly 
ſeconded by the garriſon and citizens, defended him- 
ſelf with a valour of which there are few examples in 
hiſtory, Henry often expoſed himſelf as a ſoldier of 
fortune. The attack and defence were equally ſpirited ; 
but the rebels would have been at laſt overpowered, if 
| the duke of Parma had not come once more to their 
aſſiſtance. The king marched with part of his army to 
give him battle, and was wounded by a muſket-ſhot 
in an action, where, accompanied only by forty 
horſe, he raſhly encountered thirty thouſand men. 
His enemies might have purſued and taken him; the 
duke of Parma, ſuppoſing that he was ſupported by all 


his cavalry, | loſt this deciſive opportunity. Henry was 
bobliged 
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Loppoſition qu ẽprouvoiĩt Henri IV de la part de 


Paris et de Rome, ẽtoit moins pour Pavantage de la re- 
ligion, que pour le ſervice du roi d' Eſpagne. Cet am- 
bitieux monarque ſe flattoit de s' emparer de la France, 
comme il s' ẽtoit deja rendu maitre du Portugal; il pre- 


tendoit y rẽgner, ou du moins y faire regner fa fille, 


Comptant ſur a politique et ſes trẽſors, il diſoit: © Ma 
ville de Paris, ma ville de Rouen, &c.” la faction 
des Seize entroit avec ardeur dans ſes vues. 


Il s'etoĩt encore forme un parti en faveur du jeune 
cardinal de Bourbon, fils du prince de Conde tue à 


Jarnac. Le roi decouvrit Pintrigue, et PFetouffa en 


$'afſurant de la perſonne du cardinal. 


Eliſabeth et les princes Proteſtans d. Allemagne ayant 
envoye a Henri IV pn renfort de troupes, il entreprit 
je ſiege de Rouen, Pun des boulevards de la Ligue. 
On avoit dit des Pariſiens qu'ils ſavoient mieux jeuner 
que ſe battre; ce fut tout le contraire a Rouen. Villars- 
Brancas, parfaitement ſecondé par la garniſon et les 
bourgeois, ſe dEfendit avec une valeur dont il y a peu 
d'exemples dans VFhiſtoire. Henri s'expoſa ſouvent 
comme un officier de fortune. Lattaque et la defenſe 
furent ẽgalement vives; mais les rebelles auroient enfin 
ſaccombe, fi le duc de Parme n'etoit encore venu a 
leur ſecours. Le roi marcha avec une partie de fon 
armée pour le combattre. Il fut bleſſẽ d'un coup de 
mouſquet dans une action, ou ſuivi de quarante che- 
yaux ſeulement, il affronta temerairement trente mille 
hommes. Les ennemis pouvoient le pourſuivre et le 
prendre; le duc de Parme, le croyant ſoutenu de toute 


| fa cayalerie, manqua cette occaſion decifive. Henri 
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_ obliged to raiſe the ſiege of Rouen; but misfortunes 


only ſerved to redouble his courage. 
All the provinces were deluged with blood, the towns 
taken and retaken, the country ravaged ; while re- 
peated ſkirmiſhes extirpated the nobility, and laid 
waſte the kingdom. 

In this violent crifis of the ſtate, Paris was the 
centre of troubles. There were at this time two fac- 
tions in it; thoſe of the Sixteen, —confiderably fallen, 


devoted to the Spaniards, irritated againſt Mayenne,— 


endeayoured to make the young duke of Guiſe king, 
who had been ſhut up after the murder of his father; 
and the Political party, compoſed of gentlemen, ma- 
giſtrates, and the chief citizens, who, to acknowledge 
Henry IV, only demanded that he would ſubmit to 
the church. 

The zealous Leaguers demanded an aſſembly of the 


States, for the election of a king. Mayenne aſſembled 


thoſe ſelf- called States General, in 1593. The pope's 
legate dared at firſt to demand of them an oath not to 
be reconcited with the king of Navarre, though he 
ſhould abjure hereſy. The Spaniards, on their fide, de- 
manded the aboliſhment of the Salique law, and that the 
infanta of Spain ſhould be declared queen of France. 
How could Frenchmen help fighing under theſe pro- 


poſals? Superſtition had then changed Nature. 


Never had Henry been in fuch cruel perplexities. 
A king elected by the States would moſt likely have 


drawn after him all the Catholics. Even thoſe who 
were of his party, were much diſpleaſed at his perfe- 


verance in a detefted ſe, He had no other refource 


but to wage eternal war, or to change his religion. 
The wiſeſt ah. the Hugonots adviſed him to decide 


e el 
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fut contraint de lever le ſiege de Rouen; mais les revers 
n'ctoient qu'un aiguillon pour exciter ſon courage. 

Toutes les provinces Etoient inondees de ſang, les 
villes priſes et repriſes, les campagnes ravag&es ; une 
infinite de petits combats exterminoient la nobleſſe, et 
depeuploient le royaume. 

Dans la criſe violente de l'état, Paris Etoit le centre 
des troubles. II y avoit alors deux factions. Celle 
des Seize, conſidéèrablement dechue, vouce aux Eſ- 
pagnols, irritee contre Matenne, vouloit pour roi le 
jeune duc de Guiſe, qui venoit de s'échapper de la 
priſon on il avoit ete mis apres le meurtre de ſon peère. 
Celle des Politiques, compoſee de gentilshommes, de 
magiſtrats, des meilleurs bourgeois, ne demandoit, 
pour reconnoitre Henri IV, que de le voir ſoumis a 


3 


Fegliſe. | 

Les Ligueurs zeles demanderent une afſemblee des 
Etats pour Veleftion d'un roi. Matenne-afſembla ces 
prẽtendus Etats Generaux, en 1593. Lelegat du pape 
ofa leur demander un ſerment de ne ſe point r&con=- 
cilier avec le roi de Navarre, quand meme il abjure- 
roit Phercfie. Les Eſpagnols de leur cote demande- 
rent Vabolition de la loi Salique, et que l'infante 
d'Eſpagne füt declaree reine de France. Comment 
des Francois pouvoient-ils ne pas fremir a ces de- 
mandes? La ſuperſtition avoit donc change la nature. 

Jamais Henri ne s'étoit trouvé dans de fi cruelles 
perplexites. Un roi élu par les Etats auroit vraiſem- 
hlablement entraine tous les Catholiques. Ceux meme 
de ſon parti ẽtoĩent fort mEcontens de ſa perſeverance 
dans une ſee deteſtee. II falloit ſe rẽſoudre, ou à 
ſoutenir Eternellement la guerre, ou à changer de re- 
ligion. Ce qu'il y avoit de plus ſage parmi les Hu- 

i O | guenots 
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immediately. The cannon of the maſs,” ſaid they, 
will be the beſt means of reducing the rebels.“ Roſny, 
afterwards duke of Sully, though fincerely attached to 
Calviniſm, endeavoured to make him look on this ſtep 
as being not only juſt but neceſſary. Some Proteſtant 
miniſters, who were more moderate than others, for- 
warded the deſign, by owning that he might meet with 
ſalvation in the Romiſh church, 


Many conferences were held, but with little effect. 
The Spaniſh ambaſſador, in order to forward his 
deſign of having the infanta elected, declared, the 
intention of Philip was, that ſhe ſhould marry the 
young duke of Guiſe, who ſhould be elected ſovereign 
Jointly with her. Upon this, Henry came to a reſolu- 
tion of declaring himſelf a Roman Catholic; and after 
one or two days conference with biſhops, made his ab- 
juration at St. Denis's, before the archbiſhop of Bourges, 
and received from him abſolution from all cenſures. 
This complaiſance wrought wonders in his favour; 
all France ſubmitted to his authority. „„ 
This ſame year 1593, Henry ran the riſk of being aſſaſ- 
ſinated by a young waterman, named Barriere, who being 
diſcovered by a Dominican, and put to the queſtion, 
confeſſed, that a Capuchin, a Jeſuit, a curate of 
Paris, and another prieſt, had put him upon this infa- 
mous attempt. Indeed, aſſaſſinations and murders 
. ſeem to have been common among the Romiſh clergy. 
The French, notwithſtanding the obſtacles which 
party rage threw in the way, began by degrees to know 
their true intereſt. The faithful magiſtrates returned 
to the capital, and were re-eſtabliſhed. Nothing but an 


unanimous ſpirit of patriotiſm was henceforth ſcen 
1 © 10 
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guenots lui conſcilloient de ſe decider promptement. 
„Le canon de la meſſe, diſoient-ils, ſera le meilleur 
« pour reduire les rebelles.” Roſni, depuis duc de 
Sulli, quoique ſincèrement attache au Calviniſme, 
s'efforça de lui faire regarder cette dẽmarche comme 
auſſi juſte que nèëceſſaire. Quelques miniſtres Pro- 
teſtans, plus moderes que les autres, applanirent les 
voies, en avouant qu'il pouvoit faire ſon ſalut dans 
Pegliſe Romaine. 
On tint pluſieurs conferences, qui produiſirent peu 
d'effet. L'ambaſſadeur d'Eſpagne infiſtoit Tur I'ẽlec- 
tion de Vinfante, et afin de parvenir a ſon but, il declara 
que Vintention de Philippe Etoit de lui faire Epouſer” 
le duc de Guiſe, qui ſeroit Elu roi conjointement avec 
elle. La-defſus Henri ſe determina a embraſſer la re- 
ligion Catholique; apres deux ou trois jours de con- 
ference avec des Eveques, il fit abjuration a S. Denis, 
entre les mains de Varcheveque de Bourges, et regut 
de lui Pabſolution de toutes cenſures, Cet acte de com- 
plaiſance opera des merveilles en fa faveur; toute la 
France ſe ſoumit à lui. 

Cette meme anne 1593, Henri courut riſque d'etre 
aſſaſſine par un jeune batelier nommé Barriere, qui 
decouvert par un Jacobin, et mis i la queſtion, avoua 
qu'un Capucin, un Jeſuite, un cure de Paris, et un 
autre pretre Pavoient exhorte à cet attentat. Il ſemble 
en effet que les aſſaſſinats et les meurtres aient toujours 
£te communs parmti le clerge de Pegliſe Romaine, 

Malgre les obſtacles que la rage de parti ne ceſſoit 
d'oppoſer, les Frangois commencerent peu à peu I 
connoitre leurs veritables interets. Les magiſtrats fidè- 
les revinrent dans Ja capitale, et furent retablis dans 
leurs fonctions. On ne vit des-lors dans le parlement 

9 | qu'un 


98 „%% Cnr. XXXIL 


in the parliament, It cancelled all acts, decrees, + 
and oaths made fince 1588, which were found pre- 
judicial to the authority of the king and the laws 
of the kingdom, as having been extorted by force. 
Every thing that fanaticiſm had inſpired, ſeemed con- 
demned to oblivion. 

If any thing were capable of uniting the hearts of the 
nation, it muſt be a conduct like that of Henry's; 
however, a ſuperſtitious ſpirit ſtill ſubſiſted, —reli- - 
gious prejudices are but ſlowly effaced. The attempt 
projected by Parriere, was nearly executed by John 
Chatel, the ſon of a tradeſman at Paris, a young 
man ſuſceptible of all the impreſſions of fanaticiſm. 
Having ſlipt into the chamber among a crowd which 
ſurrounded the king, he endeavoured to ſtab him 
in the throat with a dagger; but happily for 
Henry, who was ſtooping to receive the homage of a 
nobleman, the ſtroke only wounded his lip, and broke a 
tooth. The aſſaſſin was inſtantly ſeized, when he con- | 
feſſed, that knowing himſelf to be guilty of great ſins, 
he thought to avoid hell by this action, which he 
_ deemed both juſt and meritorious; becauſe the king was 
not reconciled to the church, and ſhould be accounted a 
tyrant: this he had heard determined in ſeveral placee, 
eſpecially in the houſe of the Jeſuits, where = had 
made a part of his ſtudies, 

The Jeſuits were hated by a great number of con- 
ſiderable people. Befides the Proteſtants, who held 
both their perſons and doctrine in the greateſt averſion, 
the parliament had always vigorouſly oppoſed their eſta- 
bliſhment. The univerſity could not pardon them the 
injury it had ſuſtained from the competition of 
their colleges; it raiſed a great proſecution againſt 

them, 
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qu'un meme eſprit de patriotiſme. II caſſa tous les 
arrets, decrets et ſermens faits depuis 1568, qui ſe 
trouvoient prejudiciables à Vautorite du roi et aux lois 
du royaume, comme ayant été extorques par force. 
Tout ce que le fanatiſme avoit inſpire parut condamné 
a Youbli. 


Si quelque choſe &toit capable de reunir les cœurs 


de la nation, c'etoit. la conduite du roi; cependant 


Feſprit ſuperſtitieux de la Ligue ſubſiſtoĩt encore, —les 


préjugés de religion ne s''effacent qu'avec lenteur. 
L'attentat projete par Barrière fut execute par Jean 
Chatel, fils d'un marchand de Paris, jeune homme 
ſuſceptible de toutes les impreſſions du fanatiſme. 
S'ctant gliſſé dans Pappartement du roi parmi la foule 
qui Ventouroit, il eſſaya de lui porter un coup de 
couteau à la gorge. Heureuſement Henri ſe penchoit 
pour embraſſer un ſeigneur; le coup ne le bleſſa qu'a 
la levre, et lui caſſa une dent. On arreta Vaſſaflin, 
qui dit dans ſon interrogatoire, que ſe ſentant coupable 
de grands peches, il avoit cru Eviter Venfer par cette 
action, qu'il croyoit juſte et meritoire, parce que le 
roi n'ẽtoit pas reconcilie avec l'égliſe, et devoit Ctre 
repute tyran; qu'il Vavoit entendu decider en pluſieurs 


endroits, particulièrement chez les Jeſuites, od il avoit 


fait une partie de ſes ẽtudes. 


Les Jéſuites Etoient hais d'une infinite de perſonnes 
| confiderables. Outre les Proteſtans qui avoient congu 
la plus grande averfion pour eux et leur doctrine, le 
parlement s'ẽtoit toujours oppoſe avec vigueur a leur 
ẽtabliſſement. L'univerſite ne leur pardonnoit pas 
le tort que la concurrence faiſoit a ſes colleges ; elle 
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them, in which Paſquier and Arnaud, celebrated advo- 
cates, attacked the inſtitution of the Jeſuits with nearly 
the ſame weapons which have been uſed in our days, 
The depoſition of John Chatel precipitated their diſ- 
grace; in 15095, the parliament baniſhed them, as 
06 corrupters of youth, diſturbers of the public repoſe, 
& and enemies of the king and ſtate.” 
The duke of Mayenne was the moſt dangerous and 
the moſtculpable among the ſmall number of noblemen 
who perſiſted in the rebellion, The king attacked him 
in his government of Burgundy, where he found a 
Spaniſh army under the orders of the conſtable of 
Caſtile, « Henry putting himſelf at the head of 300 
horſe, in order to reconnoitre the enemy, ſuddenly 
met their whole army, who briſkly began the attack. 
6 Follow me,“ ſaid he to his men, © and do as you 
& ſee me do.” Never had Henry run ſo much riſk, or 
ſhown ſo much valour as on this day, at Fontaine-Fran- 
coiſe. The Spaniſh general, unwilling to hazard a 
battle, and being perſuaded that the king would not 
expole himſelf in this manner, without having a larger 
party of his troops at hand, precipitately retreated, 
vanquiſhed by an handful of his enemies. On this oc- 
caſion Henry ſaid, that he had formerly fought for vic- 
tory, but here he fought for life. 


Henry then granted a truce to the duke of Mayenne, 
and peace was concluded the following year, 1596. 
This illuſtrious chief of the party, whom the king 
would not puſh to the laſt extremity, obtained con- 
ditions more advantageous than he could have ex- 
pected. The goodneſs and policy of Henry brought 
him back to his duty, Being loaded with careſſes 
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leur ſuſcita un proces, ou Paſquier et Arnaud, célè- 
bres avocats, attaquerent leur inſtitut par les memes 
moyens, à peu pres, qui Pont fait proſcrire de nos 
jours. Les depoſitions de Jean Chatel precipiterent. 
leur diſgrace; en 1595, le parlement les chaſſa comme 
« corrupteurs de la jeuneſſe, perturbateurs du repos 
% public, ennemis du roi et de I'ctat.” | | 


Du petit nombre de ſeigneurs qui perfiſtoient dans la 
rebellion, le duc de Maienne etoit le plus dangereux 
et le plus coupable, Le roi alla Pattaquer dans fon 
gouvernement de Bourgogne; il y trouva une armee 
d'Eſpagnols ſous les ordres du connetable de Caſtille, 
Ayant été reconnoitre Fennemi à la tete de trois cens 
chevaux, Henri rencontre tout a coup Parmee entiere. 
On Pattaque bruſquement. A moi,” $'ccrie-t-il, 
e et faites comme vous nvallez voir faire.“ Jamais 
il ne courut tant de riſque, jamais' i] ne montra tant 
de valeur, qu'en cette journée de Fontaine-Frangoiſe. 
Le general Eſpagnol ne voulant point haſarder de 
bataille, et perſuade que le roi ne s'expoſoit pas de la 
ſorte, ſans Etre ſoutenu de la plus grande partie de ſes 
troupes, ſe retira avec precipitation, vaincu par une 
poignẽe de combattans. Henri IV dit a ce ſujet qu'au- 
paravant il avoit combattu pour la victoire, mais que 
dans cette occaſion il avoit combattu pour la vie. 


Le roi accorda une treve au duc de Maienne, et la 
paix fut conclue l'année ſuivante, 1596. Ce fameux 
chef de parti, qu'on ne vouloit pas pouſſer a bout, 
obtint des conditions plus avantageuſes qu'il ne devoit 
Veſperer. La bonté et la politique du roi le ramene- 
rent au devoir. Comble de carefles quand il vint lui 
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when he came to pay his homage, the duke declared, 


that it was then only his ſovereign had conquered him. 

Henry at length declared war againſt Philip II, the 
principal cauſe of the civil troubles ; but this war at 
firſt was unfortunate. The Spaniards took Cambray, 


and made a more important e taking Calais 


and Ardres. 

The king ſolicited the aſſiſtaunce of Elizabeth, who 
expreſſed her diſpleaſure at his change of religion. Her 
ambaſſador however promiſed that ſhe would make uſe 
of all her efforts to ſave Calais, on condition that the 
place ſhould be returned to the Engliſh, until the pay- 
ment of the ſum which the queen had lent. The noble 
pride of the monarch would not ſuffer him to ſubſcribe 
to this propotal; he refuſed it, ſaying : ** That if he was 
& to be bit, he would rather that it ſhould be by a lion 
than a lioneſs.” 

Preſſed by neceſſity, and deprived of aſſiſtance, he 
convoked at Rouen an aſſembly of Notables, to 
ſupply the neceſſities of the kingdom. He there 
pronounced a ſpeech, which it is impoſſible to read 
without feeling a tender admiration. ** If,“ ſaid he, 
& I had any glory in paſſing for an excellent 
„ orator, I ſhould have brought here more fine 
© words than good-will, But my ambition aims at 
% ſomething higher than a fine ſpeech. I aſpire to the 
„ glorious title of Deliverer and Reſtorer of France. 
Already, through the favour of heaven, through the 
% counſels of my faithful ſervants, and by the ſwords of 
«© my brave and generons-nobility, (from which I do 
not mean to diſtinguiſh my princes, the quality of 
„ gentleman being the greateſt title we can poſſeſs) 
ET have drawn this country from ſervitude and ruin. 
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rendre ſes hommages, le duc aſſura que c'ctoit alors 
ſeulement que ſon ſouverain Pavoit vaincu. 

Henri enfin declara la guerre a Philippe II, le prin- 
cipal moteur des troubles civils. Dans les commence- 
mens cette guerre fut malheureuſe. Les Eſpagnols 
s'étoient empares de Cambrai; ils firent une conquete 
plus importante, en prenant Calais et Ardres, 6 

Le roi ſollicita le ſecours d'Eliſabeth, qui parut très- 
ſenſible à ſon changement de religion, et lui en fit des 
reproches. Son ambaſſadeur promit ncanmoins qu'elle 
feroit tous ſes efforts pour ſauver Calais, a condition 
qu'on remettroit la place aux Anglois, juſqu'au paye- 
ment des ſommes que la reine avoit pretecs. La noble 
fiertẽ du monarque ne pouvoit lui permettre de ſouſcrire 
a cette propoſition ; il la refuſa en diſant que, “ S'll 


& avoit a etre mordu, il aimoit autant Ferre d'un 


* lion que d'une honne,” 

Prefle par le beſoin, et depourvu de ſecours, il con- 
yoqua a Rouen une aſſemblée de Notables, pour 
ſubvenir aux neceſſites du royaume. II y prononga un 
diſcours qu'on ne peut lire ſans une tendre admiration. 
“Si je faiſois gloite,” dit-il, “ de paſſer pour excellent 
* orateur, j'aurois apporte ici plus de belles paroles que 
* de bonne volonte. Mais mon ambition tend a quel- 


+ quechote de plus haut que de bien parler. J'aſpire au 


« titre glorieux de liberateur et de reſtaurateur de la 
France. Deja, par la faveur du ciel, par les conſeils 
de mes fidèles ſerviteurs, et par l' pee de ma brave et 
« gEnereuſe nobleſſe, (de laquelle je ne diſtingue point 
mes princes, la qualité de gentilhomme etant le 
«* plus beau titre que nous poſſedions), je Pai tiree 
* de la ſervitude et de la ruine. Je deſire maintenant 
la remettre en ſa premiere force et en ſon ancienne 

| ſplendeur 
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6 deſire now to raiſe it to its former greatneſs and 


ancient ſplendor, Partake with me, my ſubjeQs, 


in this ſecond glory, as you have done in the firſt. 


J do not call you together, as ſome of my prede- 
„ ceflors have, blindly to follow my will, I have aſ- 
* ſembled you to receive your counſels, to believe 
them, to follow them; in a word, to put myſelf 
into your hands, to be tutored by you. It is a 


„ defire which is ſeldom made by kings, by grey hairs, 


* and by the victorious, as I am; but the love which 


e bear to my ſubjects, and the extreme defire which 


„ have to preſerve my State, make me find every 
thing eaſy and honourable.” The aſſembly, as com- 
monly happens, teſtified great zeal, and did very little. 

A radical vice, for which the king had not been 
able to find a. remedy, — the bad adminiſtration 
of the finances, — rendered the beſt deſigns uſe- 
leſs : he entruſted them to Sully, and the of face 
every thing was ſoon changed. It is to this faithful 
friend he wrote during the war againſt Spain, in 
theſe terms: © I am very near my enemies, and have 
„ not a horſe on which I can fight. My ſhirts are 
“all torn in pieces; my coat is out at the elbows ; 
« and for theſe two days paſt, I have dined ſome- 
« times with one, and ſometimes with another, my 
« purveyors not being able to furniſh my table.” 

The Spaniards, in 1597, had taken Amiens by ſur- 


priſe, while the inhabitants, who had been unfor- 


tunately bent on defending the city themſelves, were 

at church in the greateſt quietude. Danger threatened | 

Paris, and terror ſpread itſelf in all parts. | 
Henry's great object was at firſt to recover the capital 


of Picardy, ** I have ated long enough like a king of 
% France,” 
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4 ſplendeur. Participez, mes ſujets, à cette ſeconde 
« oloire, comme vous avez participe a la premiere. 
« Je ne vous ai point appeles, comme ont fait quel- 


« ques-uns de mes predecefſeurs, pour vous obliger 
«© d'approuver aveuglement mes volontes. Je yous ai 
« fait aſſembler, pour recevoir vos conſeils, pour les 
« croire, pour les ſuivre, en un mot pour me mettre 
ce en tutelle entre vos mains, C'eſt une envie qui ne 
e prend gueres aux rois, aux barbes griſes, et aux 
„ victorieux comme moi; mais l'amour que je porte 
« à mes ſujets, et Pextreme defir que Jai de conſerver 
& mon &tat, me font trouver tout facile et honora- 
& ble.“ Laſſemblee, comme cela arrive commune- 
ment, temoigna beaucoup de 2èle et fit peu de choſe. 

Un vice radical, auquel le roi n'avoit encore pu re- 
medier, —la mauvaiſe adminiſtration des finances, ren- 
doit inutiles les meilleurs deſſeins: il les confia a Sullj, 
et bientot tout changea de face. C'eſt à cet ami fidsle 
qu'il Ecrivoit pendant la guerre contre] Eſpagne : © Te 
& ſuis fort proche de mes ennemis, et n'ai quaſi pas un 
% cheval ſur lequel je puiſſe combattre. Mes chemiſes 
& ſont toutes dechirees, mes pourpoints trouẽs au 
* coude; et depuis deux jours je dine chez les uns et 
„% chez les autres, parce que mes pourvoyeurs n'ont 
e plus moyen de rien fournir pour ma table,” 


Les Eſpagnols, en 1597, s'<toient empares d' Amiens 


par ſurpriſe, tandis que les bourgeois, qui s'étoient 
malheureuſement obſtincs a vouloir garder leur ville 


eux-memes, Etoient à Vegliſe dans la plus grande 


ſecurite;, Le danger menagoit e et la terreur ſe 
rẽpandoit de toutes parts. 


Le grand objet de Henri fut d'abord de recouvrer la 


capitale de la Picardie. C'eſt aſſez faire le roi de 


« France,” 
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France,“ ſaid he one day, © it is now time I ſhould 
c act like a king of Navarre,” He immediately beſieged 
Amiens, and gave new proofs of his valour. A Spaniſh 
army arrived in the Low Countries, and retired with- 
out daring to attack his lines. The garriſon capitulated 
after a vigorous reſiſtance. The commandant ſaid to 
the victor, That he returned this city to a ſoldier 
% king, fince it had not pleaſed his maſter to ſuc- 
*« cour him by ſoldier captains.” No nobleman dif- 
tinguiſhed himſelf more at this fiege, than the marſhal 
de Biron. Henry, always ready to excite and recompenſe 
merit, made him a compliment in that delicate and in- 
genious manner which engraves itſelf on the memory 
of mankind. The provoſt of the tradeſmen, and the al- 
dermen of Paris having come to compliment him 
on his return; Gentlemen, ſaid he to them, be- 
hold the marſhal of Biron, whom ] preſent equally 
to my friends and enemies, 5 
In 1598, Henry, victorious in Britanny, publiſhed 
the famous edict of Nantes, which ſecured to his old 
friends, the Proteſtants, the free exerciſe of their religion, 
in ſeveral cities, with the ability of poſſeſſing all kinds 
of places and employments. He found much reſiſ- 
tance on the ſide of parhament; but his reaſons car- 
ried it. The Catholic religion,” ſaid he to the ma- 
giſtrates, „can only be maintained by peace; and the 
«© peace of the ſlate is the peace of the church, I re- 
„ ſemble the ſhepherd, who would lead his ſheep into 
„ the fold by gentleneſs, There muſt be no lon- 
« ger any diſtinction between the Catholics and the 
+ Hugonots; they ſhould all be good Frenchmen, and 
66 J ſhould wiſh the Catholics to convert the Hugonots 


« by the example of a good life, When edicts were iſſued 
_* apainſt 
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« France,” dit-il un jour, © i] eſt temps de faire le 
« roi de Navarre,” Il court affieger Amiens, et donner 
de nouvelles preuves de vaillance. Une armee Eſpa- 
gnole, arrivee des Pays-bas, ſe retire fans avoir oſẽ 
attaquer ſes lignes. La garniſon capitule apres une 
reſiſtance vigoureuſe. Le commandant dit au vain- 
queur, qu” Il remettoit cette ville a un roi ſoldat, 
« puiſqu'il n'avoit pas plu a ſon maitre de la ſecourir 
par des capitaines foldats.” Nul ſeigneur ne s'ẽtoit 
autant diſtinguve à ce ſiege, que le marechal de Biron. 
Henri, toujours attentif a exciter et a recompenſer 
le merite, fit ſon Eloge par un de ces traits ingenieux 
qui ſe gravent dans la memoire des hommes. Le 
prevot des marchands et les echevins de Paris étant 
venus le complimenter a ſon retour: Meſſieurs, leur 
dit-il, ** voila le marechal de Biron, que je preſente 
% volontiers à mes amis et a mes ennemis.“ 


En 1598, Henri, victorieux en Bretagne, donna le 
fameux Edit de Nantes, qui aſſuroit a ſes anciens amis, 
les Proteſtans, l'exercice public de leur religion dans 
pluſieurs villes, avec la faculte de poſſẽder toutes ſortes 
de charges et d'emplois. Il eprouva beaucoup de re- 
ſiſtance de la part du parlement; mais ſes raiſons Pem- 
porterent, * La religion Catholique,” dit-il, aux 
magiſtrats, ** ne peut Etre maintenue que par la paix; 
« et Ja paix de I'ctat eſt la paix de Vegliſe. Je reſſemble 
* au berger qui veut ramener ſes brebis en la bergerie 
* avec douceur. II ne faut plus faire de diſtinction de 
* Catholiques et de Huguenots; il faut que tous ſojent 
bons Frangois, et que les Catholiques convertiſſent 
„ Jes Huguenots par Vexemple de leur bonne vie. 

„Quand 
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« againſt thoſe of that religion, when 1 was amongſt 
them, I rejoiced, and ſaid, praiſe be to God; for by 
« and by we ſhall have four thouſand men, then fix 
4c thouſand; and we did at laſt find it ſo; for thoſe 
«© who were formerly diſperſed, were conſtrained to 
« reunite. If I had a deſire to ruin the Catholic re- 
* ligion, you would not be able to prevent it. I ſhould 
„% come with twenty thouſand men, and ſhould drive 
from hence whomſoever I pleaſed. I ſhould ſay to 
* the judges: Gentlemen, you muſt verify the edict, 
„ or I will put you to death. But 1 ſhould then be a 
ant., QC 
The treaty of Vervins with the king of Spain, 
completely re-eſtabliſhed the tranquillity of the king- 
dom. Nothing could be more honourable to France 
than this treaty ; for the Spaniards gave back all they had 
taken in Picardy, and Henry did not return any thing. 
Soon after died Philip II, king of Spain, whoſe am- 
bition had put all Europe in agitation, without obtain- 
ing any advantage to himſelf, Holland ſnatched from 
his dominion ; France delivered from his injuſtice; five 
thouſand five hundred millions of gold, diffipated in 
fruitleſs projects, proved that, notwithſtanding all his 
power, he was neither a great king nor a great man. 
His affected zeal againſt Proteſtaniſm, did not hinder 
him from animating the Proteſtants againſt the Catho- 
lics, when it was ſuitable to his intereſts ſo to do, 
and drew upon him more odium than glory. He was 
commonly called the Devil of the South. 
It is to be regretted, that truth does not permit to 
conceal the weakneſſes of great men; but we may 


m ake 2 good uſe of their faults, by drawing from them 
0: uſeful 
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« Quand on faiſoit des Edits contre ceux de la i 
« Jorſque j'Etois avec eux, je faiſois des caprioles ; 
« je diſois: Lou ſoit Dieu, car tantot nous aurons 


« quatre mille hommes, et tantot fix mille; et nous 


les trouvions enfin, car ceux qui Etoient diſperſes 
« auparavant, etoient contraints de ſe reunir. Si 
« j'avois envie de ruiner la religion Catholique, vous 


« ne meen ſauriez empecher. Je ferois venir vingt 


« 


mille hommes, je chaſſerois d'ici ceux qu'il me 
« plairoit; je dirois: Meſſieurs les juges, il faut vé- 
« rifier Pedit, ou je vous ferai mourir, Mais alors 
« je ferois le tyran,” &c. 


Le traité de Vervins avec le roi d'Eſpagne acheva 
de retablir la tranquillite du royaume. II ne pouvoit 
etre plus honorable a la France: les Eſpagnols ren- 
dirent tout ce qu'ils avoient pris en Picardie; Henri IV 
ne rendit rien. 


Peu apres mourut Philippe II, roi d' Eſpagne, dont Ia 


politique avoit agite fans fruit l'Europe entière. La 


Hollande ſouſtraite a ſa domination ; la France delivree 
de ſes injuſtices; cinq mille cinq cens millions d'or diſſi- 
peès en projets infructueux, prouvent qu'avec toute ſa 
puiſſance il ne fut ni un grand roi ni un grand 
homme. Son zele affete contre le Proteſtantiſme, 
ne Pempechoit pas d'animer les Proteſtans contre les 
Catholiques, au gre de ſes intéréts, et lui attira plus 
de haine que de gloire. On l'appeloit le Demon du 
Midi. | | 

Il eft triſte que la verite ne permette pas de diſſi- 
muler les foibleſſes des grands hommes ; mais on 


peut tirer un grand avantage de leurs fautes memes, 


qui 
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uſeful leſſons for human life. Though Henry triumph- - 
ed over his enemies, yet he was a ſlave to love. Ga- 
briella of Eſtrees, ducheſs of Beaufort, held him in 
ſuch captivity, that it is ſaid he had thoughts of mak- 
ing her his queen. He had a long time lived ſe- 
parate from his wife, Margaret de Valois, whoſe con- 
duct ſince her marriage had been very reprehenſible. A 
mutual! antipathy, which never could be conquered, 
kept them aſunder. They each defired a divorce, and 
applied to Rome for that purpoſe; the motive on which 


they founded their pretences was, that their marriage 


had been compulſory, and that they had not obtained 
neceſſary diſpenſations. 

The lovely Gabriella being ſnatched away by ſudden 
death, the king ſoon after fell deſperately in love with 
madame d' Entragues, daughter of a miſtreſs of Charles 
IX: She took pains to increaſe his paſſion, and then 
declared that ſhe would never fatisfy it without a pro- 
miſe of marriage. The promiſe was ſigued. Henry 


ſhewed it to Sully, and aſked his advice. This 
honeft miniſter took the paper, and tore it in pieces 


without making any reply. How!“ cried the king 
enraged, © I believe you are mad!” Sully coldly an- 
ſwered, © It is true, Sire, I am mad, and I ſhould be 


„ * outrageouſly ſo, could I be the only 


* madman in France.” Sully made no doubt of his 


approaching diſgrace ; but, on the contrary, ſome days 


afterwards, he was made grand-maſter of the artillery. 
His zeal was ſtill better recompenced by the reſolſution 
which the king took of concluding a marriage more 
worthy of him. The commiſſaries of the pope having 


pronounced the ſentence of divorce, he married in 1600, 
- Mary of Medicis, by whom he had Lewis XIII. 


Henry 
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qui doivent Etre des legons pour le genre humain. 
Henri IV, tout en triomphant de ſes ennemis Etoit 
domine par l'amour. Gabrielle d'Eſtrẽes, ducheſſe 
de Beaufort, Pavoit tellement captive; qu'il penſa 


dit-on, a la faire reine. Depuis long-temps il vivoĩt 


ſeparé de fa femme Marguerite de Valois, dont la 
conduite, des le commencement de ſon maxiage, avoit 
merite de grands reproches. Une antipathie mutuelle, 
les diviſoit ſans retour. L'un et l'autre defiroient 
le divorce, et le ſollicitoient a Rome, fondes ſur ce 
que leur mariage avoit'&te force, et uu ils n'avoient 
pas eu les diſpenſes neceſſaires, | | 


Une mort e ayant ehilevs la belle Gabrielle, 
le roi devint. Eperdument amoureux de Henriette 
d'Entragues, fille d'une maitreſſe de Charles IX, Elle 
irrita adroitement ſa paſſion, en refuſant de la fatis- 
faire ſans une promeſſe de mariage. La promeſſe 
Etoit ſignee, Henri la montra a Sulli, et lui demanda 
conſeil. Ce courageux miniſtre prit le papier, et le 
dechira pour toute rẽponſe. Comment, $'ecria le 
roi en colere, je crois que vous Etes fou!“ Sulli 
repondit froidement: Il eſt vrai, Sire, je ſuis fou, 
« et je voudrois I'etre fi fort que je fuſſe le ſeul en 
& France.“ Sulli ne douta point de ſa diſgrace. Mais 
au contraĩre quelques jours apres il fut fait grand-maitre 
de Partillerie. Son zèle parut encore mieux recompenſe, 
par la rẽſolution que prit le roi de conclure un mariage 
plus digne de lui. Les commiſſaires du pape ayant 
prononcè la ſentence de divorce, il epouſa, en 1600, 
Marie de Medicis, qui lui donna nn XIII. 


vor. II. | . 7 Dans 
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Henry, at the ſame time he appeared to be the ſlave of 
love, chaſtiſed the duke of Savoy, who taking ad- 
vantage of the late troubles in the kingdom, had ſeized 
upon the marquiſate of Saluces, which he * 
exchanged for Breſſe and Bugey. 

Henry did not long enjoy the tranquillity he had 
procured himſelf; the perfidy of the marſhal de 
Biron ſoon gave him great uneaſineſs. This nobleman 
had inherited the vices as well as the military talents 
of his father. He paſſed for the greateſt general in the 
kingdom. The ſcars with which he was covered, were 
glorious marks of his valour; but a boundleſs ambi- 
tion, a pride and inſupportable arrogance, tarniſhed 
his glory, The friendſhip and goodneſs of the king, 
he only repaid with ingratitude. When the duke 
of Savoy came into France, the Marſhal attached him- 
ſelf ſtrongly to him, notwithſtanding the advice of his 
maſter, who ſaid to him one day: Do not let this 
« man approach you ; he is contagious; he will ruin 
« you.” His intrigues continued, He had entered 
into a treaty with the duke and with the Spaniard. 
The king having certain proofs of the conſpiracy, uſed 
every means in private converſation to engage Biron to 
acknowledge his crime,—reſolving to pardon him if he 
repented. The haughty fierceneſs and inflexibility of 
this guilty man, obliged him, contrary to his inclina- 
tions, to make him an example. Biron was arreſted, 
tried, and the parliament condemned him to loſe his 
head. This man, ſo intrepid in battle, became weak 
and deſperate at the approach of death. He had the 
double ſhame of having deſerved that puniſhment, and 
of not having learned to die. He was beheaded in the 
Baſtille in 1602. | 75 

| The 


Cray, XXXII, HENRI IV. o 
Dans le temps que la galanterie ſembloit Venchainer, 
Henri chatia le duc de Savoie, qui profitant des derniers 
troubles du royaume, $'<toit empare du marquiſat dE 
Saluces, dont enſuite il fit 1 8 pour la Breſſe et 
le Bugei. | 
Henri ne jouit pas long-temps de la tranquillite 
qu'il venoit de ſe procurer, la perfidie du marechal de 
Biron lui cauſa bientot des chagrins cruels. Ce 
ſeigneur avoit hErite des vices comme des talens milie 
taires de ſon pere. 11 paſſojt pour le plus grand general 
du royaume. Il ẽtoit tout couvert de cicatrices, marques 
de fa valeur; mais une ambition demeſuree, un orgueil, 
une arrogance inſupportable ternifſoient ſa gloire. 
L'amitié et les graces du roi ne firent qu'un ingrat. 
Lorſque le duc de Savoie vint en France, le marechal 
ſe lia Etroitement avec ce prince, malgre Vavis de 
ſon maitre qui lui dit un jour: Ne laiſſez point ap- 
„ procher cet homme- là de vous; c'eſt une peſte, il 
vous perdra.“ Ses intrigues continuerent. Il avoit 
traité avec le duc et avec l' Eſpagne. Le roi, ayant | 
des preuves certaines de la conjuration, fit tous ſes 
efforts, dans des entretiens particuliers, pour engager 
Biron a reconnoitre ſon crime ;—il vouloit pardonner 
au repentir. La fierte hautaine et inflexible du cou- 
pable Pobligea malgre lui de faire un exemple. Biron 
fut arrete et juge ; le parlement le condamna i perdre 
la tete, Cet homme ſi intrepide dans les combats, 
devint foible et furieux aux approches du ſupplice. 
Il eut la double honte d'avoir merite la mort, et de 
ne ſavoir pas mourir. II eut la tete tranchee dans 
la Baſtille en 1602, 1 


88 . | Depuis 
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The pope had, for a long time, ſolicited the re- eſta- 
bliſhment of the Jeſuits, It was, according to all ap- 
pearance, one of the ſecret conditions of the king's 
abſolution. Father Coton, by his underſtanding and 
ſoftneſs, his inſinuating manners and his ſermons, ha- 
ving ingratiated himſelf with Henry, did not loſe fight 
of the intereſts of his ſociety, ſelf- called of Jeſus. He 
managed ſo well, that the ediC of recal was ſent to the 
parliament. The firſt prefident, de Harlai, oppoſed it 
with remonſtrances capable of ſhaking the monarch, 
had he been leſs firm in his reſolutions. He replied by 
a diſcourſe very honourable to the Jeſuits, and ordered 
the enregiſterment, which took place in 1603. One 
of the articles of the edi& was, that there ſhould 
be always at court a religious of this order, in quality 
of preacher to the king, to anſwer for the conduct of 
his brethren. This condition, which appeared humi- 
liating, became the principal ſource of their power, 
Charged with the conſcience of princes, and able to 
profit from circumſtances, they very ſoon acquired that 
dangerous credit, which is but little compatible 
with religious ſimplicity, and in proceſs of time drew 
the public hatred upon them, as their moral ſenti- 
ments did execration, 

We are now arrived at the moſt Jorious zra of the 
reign of Henry IV. The whole kingdom reaped in 
the boſom of peace, the fruits of a government full of 
wiſdom. Juſtice and frugality, arts, commerce and 
agriculture inſenſibly made amends. for all former mis- 
fortunes. Three hundred and thirty millions of debt, 
(upwards of eight hundred of our preſent ſpecie,) did 
not daunt the zeal of the ſuperintendant Sully, whoſe 


3 genius found 2 for every thing. 
and 


e IV © 


Depuis long-temps le pape ſollicitoit le retabliſſe- 
ment des Jeſuites, C'étoit, ſelon toute apparence, 
une des conditions ſecretes de Pabſolution du roi. 
Le pere Coton, par ſon eſprit, fa ſoupleſſe, ſes ma- 
nieres inſinuantes et ſes ſermons, vint a bout de gagner 
les bonnes grices de Henri, et ne perdit pas de vue 
les inteErets de la ſociété ſoi-diſant de Jeſus. 11 fit 
tant que Vedit de rappel fut envoye au parlement. Le 
premier preſident, de Harlay, y oppoſa des remon- 
trinces capables d'Ebranler le monarque, s'il avoit 
été moins ferme dans ſes reſolutions. II repondit 
par un diſcours fort honorable aux Jeſuites, et or- 
donna Venregiſtrement, qui cut lieu en 1603. Un 
des articles de I'edit porte qu'il y auroit toujours 3 
la cour un religieux de cet ordre, en qualité de pre- 


dicateur du roi, pour repondre de la conduite de ſes 


confreres. Cette condition qui paroiffoit humiliante 
de vint la principale ſource de leur pouvoir. Charges 
de la conſcience des princes, habiles à profiter des 
conjonctures, ils acquirent bientot ce dangereux credit, 
peu compatible avec la ſimplicité religieuſe, qui dans 
la ſuite leur attira la haine du public, de mEme que 
leur morale leur en attira V'execration, | 


Nous voici parvenus aux belles années du regne 


de Henri IV. Tout le royaume recueillit au ſein de 
la paix les fruits d'un gouvernement plein de ſageſſe. 
La juſtice et Veconomie, les arts, le commerce et 
Pagriculture rEparerent inſenſiblement les anciens mal+ 


heurs. Trois cent trente millions de dettes, qui en 


feroient plus de huit cens de notre monnoie actuelle, 
n'effrayerent point le zele du ſurintendant des finances, 
Sulli, dont le genie infatigable trouva des reffources 


pour tous les beſoins, et qui ſut reprimer Vayidits_ 


EF 43 des 


_ 
. 
i 6 
{ i 
£ 
* 
1 
ll: n 
| 
ST 
— 14 
7 
iy 
1 1 
1 it 
+ 
i {M4 
1 
in 
: : 
1 
2 
: 5 
1 
1 
1 
1 
Bs 
11 
1 
11 
1 
* 
1 
* 
+7 4 
{it 
: 
4 
: * 
"i - 
1 
1 
o& 
1 
Y 
: k 
-jV2 
1 
8 
i 
9 
1 
t 
1 
{4 
Fi 
14 
1 
_ - 
4 
27 
'SY 
ii 
1 
[FI 
if 
1 
[ 
1 
's 
2 5 
{ 
1 
F 
11 


=_ — 
— — 
— rn. 


10 HENRY IV. Cray, XXXII. 


and who knew how to repreſs the avidity of the finan- 
ciers, —harpies who had much credit at court, becauſe 
the great profited by their depredations. 

However, amidſt all his works, equally noble and 
uſeful, the unhappy weakneſs of the king for women, 
drew on him new troubles, Madame d' Entragues, whom 
he had made marchioneſs of Verneuil, preſerved too 
great an aſcendency over his heart. Queen Mary de 
Medicis was cruelly wounded by it, and grieved him by 
her offenſive behaviour. This great prince, like many 
others, experienced all the bitterneſs of paſſions. D'En- 
tragues the father, and the marchioneſs de Verneuil, 
carried their ingratitude ſo far as to conſpire againſt him; 
endeavouring to make him perform the promiſe of 
marriage which he had the imprudence to give. They 
were proſecuted, condemned, and obtained mercy. 

On the other fide, the duke de Bouillon, though 
 Indebted to Henry for his marriage with the heireſs of 
Sedan, took every meaſure in his power to raiſe an in- 
ſurrection among the Hugonots, The king, gaining 
nothing by fair means, took the reſolution of em- 
ploying force. He ſet out with his troops. The 
duke humbled himſelf, and gave up Sedan, which was 
almoſt immediately reſtored to him. | 

The republic of Venice having a quarrel with 
Paul V, in 1606, furniſhed Henry with a new occaſion 
for glory. This pope was too zealous for eccleſiaſtical 
immunities, and wiſhed to exerciſe in Italy the ancient 
deſpotiſm of the Holy See. The Venetians had forbidden 
the building of monaſteries, and alienating the eſtates of 
the people to the church, without permiſſion of the 
ſenate. They even had cauſed a monk to be executed, 


and two nn to be eee who were guilty of 
8 enormous 
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des financiers, —harpies qui avoient beaucoup de cre- 
dit a la cour, parce que les n e de leurs 
dẽ prẽdations. 

Cependant parmi tant de ſoins, egalement nobles. 
et utiles, la malheureuſe foibleſſe du roi pour les 
femmes lui attira de nouveaux chagrins, Madame 
d'Entrague, qu'il avoit faite marquiſe de Verneuil, 
conſervoit trop d'empire . fur ſon cœur. La reine 
Marie de Mc<dicis en étoit cruellement bleflee, et le 
deſoloit par des manières choquantes, Ce grand prince 
Eprouvoit, comme tant d'autres, toute l'amertume 
des paſſions, D'Entragues le pere et la marquiſe de 
Verneuil portèrent Vingratitude juſqu'a conſpirer con- 
tre lui; pretendant faire valoir la promeſſe de mariage 
qu'il avoit eu Pimprudence de donner. On inſtruiſit 
leur proces, on les condamna, et ils obtinrent leur grace, 

D'un autre cote le duc de Bouillon, quoique rede- 
vable a Henri IV de ſon mariage avec Vheritiere de 
Sedan, travailla a ſoulever les Huguenots. Le roi 
ne gagnant rien par la-douceur, prit la reſolution 
d'employer la force. Il partit avec des troupes. Le 
duc $'humilia, et livra Sedan qui lui fut rendu _—_ 
auſſitôt. 

Le different de la 1 de Veniſe avec 1 V, 
en 1606, fournit à Henri IV une nouvelle matière 
de gloire. Ce pape, trop zélé pour les immunites 
ecclẽſiaſtiques, vouloit exercer en Italie Pancien deſ- 
potiſme de la cour de Rome. Les Venitiens avoient 
defendu de batir des monaſtères, et d'aliener des biens 
aux gens d'cgliſe, ſans la permiſſion du ſénat. IIs 
avoient meme. fait exẽcuter un moine, et empriſonner 
deux ms dap coupables ds. crimes Enormes, 
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En 
enormous crimes. Paul V looked on theſe acts of juſt 
authority, as attemps againſt Godand the church, But 
his threats and his orders were diſregarded, and the in- 
tereſt of the citizens prevailed over the court of Rome. 
The pope grew violent; threw out thunders and ex- 
communications againſt the Doge and the ſenate, and 
laid a general interdiction on the republic, The 
Jeſuits and Capuchins thought they ought to ſub- 
mit; but the former, who were more feared than the 
latter, were baniſhed from Venice. Every thing ſeemed 
to threaten a war. The pope prepared to execute the 
cenſures he had denounced, and the Venetians to ſup- 
port the rights of the republic. Henry IV, with a 
true ſpirit of chriſtianity, offered to mediate between 
them. The court of France had for a long time loſt 


fits credit at Rome, where Spain had been the favourite 


power. However, Henry had the glory of being 
choſen mediator, and of terminating the diſpute. The 
Venetians delivered up the two priſoners into the hands 
of the pontiff's delegates; but Paul V could not obtain 
the re- eſtabliſnment of the Jeſuits, which was one of 
the objects he had. moſt at heart. They were not re- 
called till near fifty years afterwards, and they till feel 
at Venice the effects of their former diſgrace. 

The title of peace-maker, more worthy of a great 
prince than that of conqueror, was reſerved for the king 
of France, who managed the firſt treaty between Spain 
and the United Provinces. A furious war, which had 
laſted forty years, ſeemed to have rendered them irre- 
concilable. On one fide, Maurice, the prince of 
Orange, endeavoured to continue it for his own parti- 
cular intereſt, while the wiſe Barnevelt defired to put 


an end to it for the good of his country; on the 
other 


* 
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Paul V regarda ces actes d'autorite comme des atten» 
tats contre Dieu et l'ẽgliſe. Mais ſes menaces et ſes or- 
dres ne furent point Ecoutes; Vinteret des citoyens parut 
_ preferables aux pretentions de Rome. Le pape irrite 
langa Vexcommunication ſur le Doge et le ſenat, et 
un interdit general ſur la republique, Les Jeſuites 
et les Capucins crurent devoir s'y ſoumettre. Les 
premiers, qu'on craignoit plus que les autres, furent 
bannis A perpetuite. Tout annongoit une guerre. 
Le pape s preparoit pour ſoutenir ſes cenſures; les 
Venitiens, pour ſoutenir les droits de la republique. 


Henri IV, en prince veritablement chretien, offrit 
ſa m&diation., Depuis long temps la cour de France 
Etoit ſans credit a Rome; celle d' Eſpagne y dominoit. 
Henri eut cependant la gloire d'etre choifi pour mẽ- 
diateur, et de terminer le different. Les Venitiens 
remirent les deux priſonniers entre les mains d'un 
del&gue du pontife; mais Paul V ne put obtenir le 
le rẽtabliſſement des Jeſuites, Pun des objets qu'il 

avoit le plus à coeur, On ne les rappela que cin- 
quante ans apres, et ils ſe ſont toujours ſentis a Voniſe 
de leur ancienne diſgrace. 


Le titre de pacificateur, plus digne d'un grand prince 
que celui de conquerant, Etoit alors reſerve au roi 
de France. Il mẽnagea le premier traitẽ entre PEſpagne 
et les Provinces-unies. Une guerre furieuſe, qui 
duroit depuis quarante ans, ſembloit les rendre irre- 
conciliables. D' un cote, Maurice, prince d' Orange, 
vouloit la continuer pour ſon interet particulier, tandis 
que le ſage Barnevelt en defiroit la fin pour le bien de 
ſa patrie; de Vautre, les Eſpagnols traitant toujours 
. les 
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other ſide, the Spaniards, always treating the Hollan- 
ders as rebels, were far from ſatisfying them. The 
preſident Jeannin, ambaſſador in Holland, fulfilled the 


beneficent views of Henry, by a wonderful negocia- 


tion. He managed their different diſpoſitions with fo 
much addreſs, that all obſtacles diſappeared. Philip III, 
in 1602, concluded with the States of Holland a truce 
of twelve years, acknowledging them free provinces, 
over which he claimed no authority. 
Nothing was now wanting to complete the happi- 
neſs and glory of the king, but to ſurmount the 
moſt dangerous of all paſſions. Among the women 


- whom he loved, ſome deſerve to be recorded in hiſtory. 


Catherine de Rohan, when he made her a declaration 
of his paſſion, replied to him: I am too poor to be 
« your wy, and of too good a family to be your 
« miſtreſs.” 

Madame de S a lady of very rare 


beauty, knew equally well how to refift the violent 


paſhon of Henry; and the king conceived ſo high 
an eſteem for her, that he named her lady of honour 


to the queen, telling her, that if he had known a 


more virtuous woman in the kingdom, he would have 
given her the preference, Henry IV knowing that 
madame de Guercheville was at Roche Guyon, reſolved 


to make her a viſit, and fent a gentleman to inform 


her, that the chace having led him into that part of 
the country, he begged a ſupper and a bed in her caſtle, 
The lady anſwered reſpectfully, that ſhe would do every 
thing in her power to make the king's reception ſuch 
as it ought to be. The enchanted monarch arrived, 
and found, at the bottom of the ſtairs, madame de 


Guercheyille, full dreſſed, and preceded by all her 
ſervants; 
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les Hollandois de rebelles, Etoient fort eloignés de 
les ſatisfaire. Le preſident Jeannin, ambaſſadeur en 
Hollande, remplit les vues bienfaiſantes de Henri IV, 
par un prodige de negociation. II mania fi habile- 
ment les eſprits, que tous les obſtacles diſparurent. 
Philippe III conclut avec les Etats de Hollande en 
1609, une trève de douze ans, les reconnoiſſant pour 


Etats et provinces libres, tur e il ne e 


rien. 


Rien ne manquoit au bonheur et à la gloire du r roi, 


que de ſurmonter la plus dangereuſe des paſſions. 
Parmi les femmes qu'il aima, il y en a quelques-unes 
qui meritent d'etre cclebrees dans Phiſtoire, Catherine 
de Rohan repondit i ſes declarations d'amour: Je 
i ſuis trop pauvre pour Ctre votre femme, et de trop 
„ bonne maiſon pour Ctre votre maitreſle,” 


Madame de Guercheville, femme d'une tres-grande 
beauté, ſut également reſiſter à la paſſion violente de 
Henri; et le roi prit tant d'eſtime pour elle, qu'il la 
nomma dame d'honneur de la reine, en lui diſant, 
que s il avoit connu une plus honnete femme dans 
ſon royaume, il lui auroit donné la preference. 
Henri IV, ſachant que madame de Guercheville ẽtoit 
dans fa terre de la Roche-Guyon, reſolut de lui faire 


une viſite, et envoya un gentilhomme pour la prevenir 


que la chaſſe Payant conduit dans ce canton, il lui de- 


% 


mandoit à ſouper et à coucher dans ſon chiteau. 


La dame repondit reſpeQueuſement qu'elle feroit de 
ſon mieux pour que le roi fut regu comme il deyoit 
etre. Le monarque enchante arrive, et trouve au 
as de Veſcalier — de Guercherille, paree et 


precedes 
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ſervants; ſhe conducted him with much regerJd into the 
moſt elegant chamber. He ſaw, on paſſing by the kitch- 
en-door, preparations for a great ſupper, and the lady 
announced to him, that as ſoon as he ſhould be repoſed, 
it ſhould be ſerved. In ſhort, the ſupper was ready 
as ſoon as he was prepared for it; but, upon the point 
of ſitting down to table, he was told that madame de 
Guercheville had ordered her coach, and was gone from 
the caſtle. Aſtoniſhed and mortified, he ſent to her to 
know the reaſon of the ſtep ſhe had taken; ber anſwer 
was, A king ought to be the maſter in every place 
& he goes to, and I am very glad to be free in thoſe ] 
« inhabit.” 

The young prince of Conde had juſt ried the 
daughter of the marſhal of Montmorency. The charms 
of that princeſs had ſtruck Henry IV in the moſt lively 
manner. He made no attempt to diſſemble his incli- 
nations, and therefore drew on himſelf freſh troubles, 
All at once the firſt prince of the blood diſappeared, 
and carried his wiſe with him to Bruſſels, where the 
court of Spain was not wanting in offering him every 
kind of advantage. The king was extremely afflicted 
at this flight; but the more occaſion he had to re- 
proach himſelf for his licentious love, the more he 
endeavoured to make amends for it by his care in go- 
vernment, and his great enterpriſes. | 

Henry intended to carry the war into Germany. The 
houſe of Auſtria diſputed, with thoſe of Brandenburg 
and Newburgh, the ſuccefſion to the dutchies of Cleves 
and Juliers. In ſupporting the rights of his allies, he 
took occaſion to lower the Auſtrian power, and reſtrain 
it within juſt limits; and this was undoubtedly the ob- 


ject wy his armament ; though ſome ſay, that he de- 
ſigned 
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precedee de tous ſes gens; elle le conduiſit avec hon- 
neur dans la plus belle chambre. II vit, en paſſant 


devant la porte de Ja cuiſine, les preparatifs d'un 


grand ſouper, et la dame lui annonga qu'auſſitôt qu'il 
ſe ſeroit repoſe, on le ſetrviroit. Effectivement le 
ſouper ſe trouva pret des qu'il le demanda; mais ſur 
le point de ſe mettte à table, il apprit que madame 
de Guercheville avoit demande ſon carroſſe, et qu'elle 
Etoit ſortie de ſon chateau. Etonne, aſſligé, il lui 


en fit demander la raiſon; elle lui fit faire cette té- 
ponſe: :* Un rot doit etre maitre dans tous les lieux 
* 00 il fe trouve, et moi je ſuis bien aiſe d'éètre libre 


* dans ceux que J habite. 


Le jeune prince de Conde venoit Tiponlc la fille 
du connetable de Montmorenci. Les charmes de cette 
princeſſe avoient frappe vivement Henri IV. Il ne 
diſſimula point ſon penchant, et $attira un nouveau 
chagrin. Tout a coup le premier prince du ſang diſ- 
paroit et emmene fa femme a Bruxelles, on la eour 
q Eſpagne ne manqua pas de lui offrir toutes ſortes 
d'avantages. Le roi en fut extremement afflige; mais 
plus il avoit a fe reprocher les fantes de l'amour, 
plus il les effacoit par les ſoins du COVER et 


PE de grandes entrepriſes. 


Henri IV ſe diſpoſoit à porter la guerre en Allemagne. 


La maiſon d' Autriche y diſputoit à celle de Brande- 


bourg et de Neubourg la ſucceſſion des duches de Cleves 
et de Juliers. En ſoutenant les droits de ſes alliés, il 
ſaififfoit Poccaſion d'abaifſer la puiſſance Autrichienne, 
et de la reſſerrer dans de juſtes bornes; c'etoit là ſans 
doute l'objet de ſon armement; d'autres diſent qu'il 


ayvoit deſſein de former de Europe Seren une 
grande 
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ſigned to have formed Chriſtendom into a great re- 
public, of which France was to be the head, | 
Whatever may be in this conjecture, it is too cer- 
tain, that while he was about to ſet out for his great 
expedition, in 1610, and from which he was only de- 
tained by the preparations that were making for the co- 
ronation of the queen, he was aſſaſſinated in the cen- 
tre of his capital. A deteſtable fanatic, named Ravail- 
lac, ſeized the opportunity of the royal carriage being 
ſtopped by a crowd of coaches, and ſtabbed him in the 
. midſt of ſeven courtiers who were with him, | 
This wretch had been a novice among the men- 
dicant friars of St. Bernard of Paris. He was full, 
like many others, of the fanaticiſm of the League, 
and thought he had done an acceptable ſervice to God, 
by murdering a hero, whom ſome 'evil-diſpoſed per- 
ſons imagined was about to change his religion, becauſe 
he was going to aſſiſt the Proteſtants. He did not at- 
tempt to eſcape, and appeared much aſtoniſhed that his 
action ſhould be conſidered as a crime, and himſelf 
held in abhorrence. | 
Thus periſhed, aged 57 years, a king worthy of im- 
mortality, one of the greateſt and beſt princes that ever 
ſat upon the throne of France; and with him periſhed 
all the great deſigns wuich he had formed for the happi- 
neſs of his people ; a monſter deſtroyed in a moment 
the hopes of a whole nation. 
It is ſaid that this was at leaſt the fiftieth conſpi- 
_ racy againſt Henry IV. How many attempts againſt 
the life of a good prince ! Let ſuch deeds make us abhor 
the frenzy of falſe zeal, and pay a ſacred regard to the 
true maxims of chriſtianity. If the clergy, inſtead 
of heating the heads of the people, by atrocious - 
e, had preached vp that mildneſs and Chriſ- 
5 tian 
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grande rẽ publique, a la tete de laquelle auroit été la 


France. 

Quoiqu'il en ſoit de cette conjecture, ce qu il y a 
de trop certain, c'eſt qu en 1610, comme il ſe prepa- 
roit à partir pour ſa grande expẽdition, et qu'il n'etoit 
arretE que par les preparatifs du couronnement de la 
reine, Henri IV fut aſſaſine dans le centre de fa 
capitale. Un deteſtable fanatique, Ravaillac, avoit 
ſaiſi le moment on le carroſſe du roi ẽtoit arrètẽ par un 


embarras de voitures, et l'avoit poignardẽ au milieu 


de ſept courtiſans qui Etoient dans le carroſſe. 

Ce ſcelerat avoit été novice chez les feuillans de 
Paris. II reſpiroit encore comme bien d'autres, le 
fanatiſme de la Ligue, et il crut avoir fait une action 
agreable a Dieu, en ẽgorgeant un heros, dont quelques 
mechants ſuſpectoient tout haut la religion, parce qu'il 
alloit marcher au ſecours des Proteſtauts. Il ne chercha 
point à s'echapper, et il parut fort ſurptis qu'on re- 
gardat ſon action comme un crime, et qu'on Petit 
lui-meme en exëcration. | 

Ainſi perit' a I' age de 57 ans, un roi digne de Vim- 
mortalite, un des plus grands et des meilleurs princes 
qui euſſent occupe le trone de France; et avec lui peri- 
rent tous les projets qu'il avoit formes pour le bonheur 
de ſon peuple; un monſtre detruifit en un. moment les 
eſperances de toute une nation. | 


On aſſure que c'ttoit, au moins la-cinquantieme. 


conſpiration contre Henri IV. Que d'attentats ſur la vie 
d'un bon prince] Qu'ils ſervent au moins à nous faire 
abhorrer la frenefie de faux zele, i nous faire cherir 
les vraies maximes de I'&vangile. Si au lieu d'echauf- 
fer les tẽtes par des invectives atroces, ſes miniſtres 
euſſent preche la douceur et la charite chretienne qui 
caractẽriſent 
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tian charity which characterize the moſt holy of 
all religions, ſhould we then have ſeen ſo many wretches 
endeavour by affaffination to open to themſelves the 
gates of heaven? The firſt Chriſtians, who mingled 
not the purity of worſhip and morality with conten- 
tious ſyſtems, or ridiculous and arbitrary pretences, 
were the moſt mild, the moſt patient, and moſt humble 
of men. 

Conſidered as a a prince, Henry IV will always be a 
pattern for kings, and poſterity will delight in perpe- 
tuating the ſurname of Great, which he has ſo well de- 
ſerved. His whole reign cvidently proved that he was 
the Father of his People. To extreme freedom, he 
united the beſt directed policy; to the moſt exalted 
ſentiments, the moſt charming ſimplicity of manners; 
and to the courage of a ſoldier, an inexhauſtible fund 
of humanity. Every thing in him ſeemed the expreſ- 
fion of an amiable ſoul, He often converſed freely 
with his ſoldiers and the people, in ſuch a manner as 
ſtill to acquire freſh reſpect. Sometimes fitting in a 
guard-houſe, he would eat a piece of brown bread, in 
order to teach his troops patience; ſometimes he would 
comfort the peaſants for the miſeries that were brought 
on them by the League, by declaring that he would 
ſhare them with them. | 

His greateſt ambition was to make his ſubjects 
happy. The duke of Savoy one day aſked him, at 
what he valued the revenues of France: They are 
worth what I pleaſe, ſaid he to him; * becauſe, 
1 having the hearts of my people, I can do what I pleaſe. 
« Tf God give me life, the time ſhall come, when 
&« there ſhall not be a huſbandman in my kingdom, who | 
&« ſhall not have it in his power to have a fowl in his 
4, pot; and yet,” added he haughtily, 1 ſhall continue 


” 


Cuar. XXXII. HENRI IV. 112 


caracteriſent la plus ſainte des religions, auroit- on vu 
tant de ſcelerats chercher par des affaffinats a s'ouvrir 
la porte du ciel? Les premiers Chretiens ne meloient 
à la pureté du culte et de la morale, ni ſyſtèmes con- 


tentieux, ni pratiques bizarres etarbitraires, et ils toĩent 
les plus doux, les plus n les plus wann os 


tous les hommes. 


Henri IV, confidere comme prince, ſera toujours le 


modele des rois, et la poſterite ſe plaira a lui perpẽtuer 


le ſurnom de Grand qu'il a fi bien merit. Dans tout 
le cours de fon regne il a prouve qu'il Etoit reellement 
le pere de ſon peuple. II unifſoit a une extreme 
franchiſe, la plus adroite politique; aux ſentimens les 
plus eleves, une ſimplicité de mœurs charmante; et I 
un courage de foldat, un fonds d'humanite inepuiſable. 


Tout en lui etoit Ve expreſſion de ſa bontẽ d'ame. Sou- 


vent il ſe familiariſoit avec les ſoldats et le peuple, de 
maniere à n' en Etre que plus reſpectẽ; tantot aſſis dans 
un corps- de- garde, il mangeoit un morceau de pain 
noir, pour inſpirer aux troupes la patience ; tantot il 


conſoloit les payſans des miseres cauſces par la Ligue, 


* leur tẽmoignant qu'il les en avec eux. 


Sa grande ambition Etoit de rendre ſes ſajets hevents; 
Le duc de Savoie lui demandant un jour ce que la 
France pouvoit lui valoir de revenu; “ Elle me vaut 
* ce que je veux, lui dit- il; oui, ce que je veux ; parce 
% qu'ayant le cœur de mon peuple, jen aurai ee que 
je voudrai. Si Dieu me donne la vie, je ferai qu'il 
n'y aura point de laboureur en mon royaume qui n'ait 
% moyen d'avoir une poule dans fon pot; et fi,” 
ajouta-t-il ſièrement, © Je ne laifſerai pas d'entretenir 
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4 to be able to ſupport my ſoldiers, in ſubjecting thoſe 
„% to reaſon who would attempt againſt my authority,” 
The houſes of ſome peaſants having been pillaged in 
Champagne by ſoldiers, the king was informed of it, 
and immediately ſending for their captains, who were 
at Paris, ſaid to them in a ſevere tone, . Set off ſpee- 
é dily, and put an end to this diſorder : you ſhall an- 
« ſwer for it. What! if my people are ruined, who 
will maintain me? Who will ſupport the public 
charges? Who will pay your penſions, gentlemen? 
As God lives, to hurt my ſubjects is hurting me.“ 
He was, notwithſtanding, a friend to his officers, as 
well as the father of his people. The Spaniſh ambaſſa- 
dor one day teſtified ſome ſurpriſe at ſeeing him cloſely 
ſurrounded by a crowd of gentlemen. ** 1f you had ſeen 
* me in the day of battle,” ſaid he to him, © you 
% would have ſeen them preſs about me ſtill more.” 
His goodneſs did not degenerate into a weak com- 
pliance; for he knew how to refuſe on proper occa- 
fions, and to make the juſtice of the refuſal be approved, 
A man of rank once 1mplored mercy for his nephew, 
who had been guilty of murder. His reply was that of 
a good-prince, who was defirous of pardoning, but 
who could not excuſe himſelf from puniſhing, where 
it was neceſſary. I am very ſorry,” ſaid he, that I 
« cannot grant what you aſk. It becomes you to be 
« the uncle, but me to be the king. I excuſe your re- 
«« queſt, —do you excuſe my refuſal.” | 
If Henry was ſometimes prodigal of his favours to 
ill-diſpoſed noblemen, and recompenced leſs gene- 
rouſly the ſervices of his faithful captains ;—if be eſta- 
bliſhed a kind of impoſition, {la Paulette to perpetu- 
ate in families thofe places which ſhould haye been 
. the 
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« des gens de guerre, pour mettre à la raiſon tous ceux 


2 7» 


« qui choqueront mon autorite. 

Quelques maiſons de payſans avoient été pillegs en 
Champagne par des ſoldats. Le roi le ſut, manda 
auſſitôt les capitaines qui Etoient à Paris, et leur dit d'un 
ton ſevere: © Partez en diligence, mettez-y ordre; 
„ vous m'en repondrez. Quoi ! fi on ruine mon peu- 
„ ple, qui me nourrira? Qui ſoutiendra les charges. 
publiques? Qui payera vos penſions, Meſſieurs ? 
„Vive Dieu, Sen prendre a mon peuple, c'eſt s'en 
t prendre a moi,” Il Etoit cependant Pami des officiers, 
comme le pere du peuple. L'ambaſſadeur d'Eſpagne 
lui temoignant un jour fa ſurpriſe de le voir en quel- 
que ſorte aſſiẽgẽ par une troupe de gentils- hommes; 
Si vous m'aviez vu un jour de bataille, lui dit-il, 
“ils me preſſent bien davantage.“ 


. La bontẽ de Hand ne degeneroit point en une molle 
complaiſance. Il favoit refuſer a propos, et faire 
gouter la juſtice de ſes refus, Un homme de condition 
lui demandoit grace pour ſon neveu, coupable d'un 
meurtre. Sa reponſe fut celle d'un prince, qui vou- 
droit pardonner, mais qui ne peut s empècher de punir. 
« Te ſuis bien marri, lui dit-il, de ne pouvoir accorder 
e ce que vous demandez. Il vous fied bien de faire 


« Poncle, et 3 moi de faire le roi, J'excuſe votre re- 


« quete; excuſez mon refus.” 


Si Henri IV prodigua quelquefois les graces à des 
ſeigneurs mal-intentionnes, et recompenſa, moins 
| gEnereuſement_ les ſervices de ſes fideles capitaines ; Ds 
$11 Etablit la Paulette, ſorte d impoßtion qui conſeryoit 
dans les familles les charges qu'on auroit du ne donner 
22 qu' au- 
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the teward of merit; —if an exceſſive kindneſs and a 
blind attachment to the nobles, ſometimes belied his 
affection for his people; —if his paſſion for hunting 
puſhed him to rigouts which he ſoon repented ;— 
if he ſuffered many abuſes to ſubſiſt; —if he did 
not all the good which might have been done in other 
fimes; it was leſs his fault than that of particular cir- 
cumftances. But he conquered and pacified his king- 
dom,—he ſtifled the League and religious wars,—he re- 
eſtabliſhed order in his finances, —made himſe!f beloved 
by France, and reſpected by foreign powers ;—in ſhort, 
he reigned gloriouſly, in ſpite of many obſtacles, many 
diſorders, and many enemies. All France wept at his 
death. The troubles with which ſhe was agitated, made 
the misfortune of having loſt him ſtill more ſeverely 
felt, . ; 


Henry, by his ceconomy, was enabled to raiſe ſuperb 
edifices. The gallery of the Louvre and the Pont- 
Neuf are his works. He began the canal of Briare, 
which joins the Loire to the Seine. He intended to 
form other canals, the junction of the two ſeas, and 
many eſtabliſhments all conducive to the proſperity of 
the kingdom. Time,” ſays Sully, a juſt appraiſer 
of the great qualities of this prince, whoſe imperfec- 
tions he does not conceal; * time only failed him to 
«« perform his glorious undertakings.” 


One of the greateſt objects of his policy, confor- 
mably to the principles of Sully, was enlivening 
the provinces by agriculture, An enemy to luxury, 
which has always more inconveniencies than advan- 
tages attending it, even in a vaſt monarchy, the king 
ESD 1 diſ- 


Cn. XXXII. HENRI IV. 114 


qu'au merite;—fi une complaiſance outree, un at- 
tachement aveugle pour la nobleſſe dementirent quel- 
quefois ſon affection pour ſon peuple ;—fi ſa paſſion 
pour la chaſſe le pouſſa à des rigueurs qu'il ſe reprochoit 
auſſitöt;—s'il laiſſa ſubſiſter de mauvaiſes coutumes et 
beaucoup d' abus s il ne fit pas tout le bien qu'il au- 
roit pu faire, dans d'autres temps; ce fut moins ſa faute, 
en quelque ſorte, que celle des conjonctures, et c'eſt 
la preuve que les plus grands rois, comme les plus 
grand hommes, ne ſont pas exempts d'imperfections. 


Mais il conquit et pacitia ſon royaume ;—1l Etouffa la 


Ligue et les guerres de religion,—retablit l'ordre dans 
les finances, —ſe fit aimer des Frangois, et reſpecter des 
puiſſances etrangeres ;— il regna enfin glorieuſement 
malgr6 tant d'obſtacles, tant de deſordres, et tant d'en- 


nemis, Toute la France pleura ſa mort.—Les troubles 
dont elle fut bientot agitée, firent encore mieux ſentir 


le malheur de l'avoir perdu. 

Henri trouva dans ſon gconomie de quoi flever de 
ſuperbes £difices, La galerie du Louvre et le Pont- 
neuf ſont ſes ouvrages. On lui doit le canal de Briare, 
qui joint la Loire a la Seine. II projetoit d'autres ca- 
naux, la jonction des deux mers, et une infinite 
dil''ẽtabliſſemens qui tendoient tous a faire proſperer le 
royaume. * Le temps, dit Sulli, juſte eſtimateur 
des grandes qualites de ce prince, dont il ne diſſimule 
aucun defaut, * le temps eſt tout ce qui lui a manque 
pour ſes glorieuſes entrepriſes.“ 


Un des grands objets de ſa politique, copformiment 


aux principes de ulli, &toit de vivifier les provinces 
par le moyen de Vagriculture, Ennemi du luxe, qui 
a toujours plus d'inconveniens gue d'avantages, meme 
dans une vaſte monarchie, le roi le decreditoit par ſon 
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diſcouraged it by his examples and diſcourſes. He per- 
ſuaded noblemen to retire to their eſtates, teaching 


them, that © wealth proceeds from good management,” 
He laughed at thoſe © who wore their pr and 


« lofty trees upon their backs.” 

It was not the fault of Henry LV if the clergy were not 
a pattern of virtue, diſintereſtedneſs, moderation, and 
patriotiſm, neceſſary to preſerve the tranquillity of the 
kingdom. This body having made him remonſtrances 


in 1598, on various abuſes, eſpecially in the nomination 
of benefices : he replied, ** I find the abuſe real, — !] find 


« it eſtabliſhed; I hope to reform it, and put the 
church again into a flouriſhing ſtate: ** But do you, 
« on your ſide, contribute a little towards it. Set good 
c examples, that the people may be as much induced 


| 40 to behave well, as they were before turned from the 
60 right way. You have exhorted me to do my duty; 


“ J remind you of yours ; let us do well in emula- 
« tion of each other.” Unfortunately he did not al- 
ways find in the eccleſiaſtics that love of virtue which 


| is more ſucceſsful by example than by words. 


To the qualities of the mind and the heart, Henry 
ſtill united a happy phyſiognomy, which inſpired, at 
the ſame time, both reſpe& and affection. His ſtature 
was middling; he had a vermillion complexion, large 
forchead, ſparkling eyes, aquiline noſe, and brown 


hair. His conſtitution, formed by a manly educa- 


tion, was become the moſt robuſt. His hair began to 
whiten before he was twenty-three years of age; 
% becauſe,” faid he, the 8 of adverſity had early 


began to blow againſt me.“ 


The 


Cray. XXXIL, HENRI IV. 115 


exemple et par ſes diſcours. II invitoit les ſeigneurs a 
ſe retirer dans leurs terres, leur apprenant que Je 
meilleur fonds qu'on puiſſe faire eſt le bon meEnage.” 
II railloit ceux “ qui portoient leurs moulins et leurs 
bois de haute futaie ſur leur dos.” | | 
Il ne tint pas a Henri IV que le clerge ne donnat 
Fexemple des vertus, du definterefſement, de la mode- 
ration et du patriotiſme nëceſſaire pour la tranquillite 
du royaume. Ce corps lui ayant fait des remontrances, 
en 1598, ſur divers abus, ſpecialement dans la nomi- 
nation des benefices, il repondit que les abus etoient 
reels, qu'ils les avoit trouves tablis, qu'il eſperoir les 
reformer, et remettre l'égliſe dans un état floriflant. 
«© Mais, ajouta-t-il, contribuez-y, je vous prie, de 
votre Cote; faites par vos bons exemples que le 
6 peuple ſoit auſſi incite a bien faire, qu'il en a ete 
ci · devant detourne. Vous m' avez exhortẽ de mon 
% devoir; je vous exhorte du votre ; faiſons bien à 
„ Fenvi les uns des autres.“ Malheureuſement il ne 
trouva pas toujours dans les ecelẽ fiaſtiques cet amour de 
la vertu, qui reufht mieux par Vexemple que par les 
paroles. 
Aux qualités de leſprit et du cœur, Henri eaniGoir 
encore une heureuſe phyſionomie, qui inſpiroĩt en 
meme temps le reſpe& et l'amour. Sa taille Etoit 
mediocre: il avoit le teint vermeil, le front large, les 
yeux vifs, le nez aquilin et le poil brun. Son tempẽra- 
ment, forme par une Education male, étoit devenu des 
plus robuſtes. Ses cheveux commencèrent à blanchir 
des Page de trente-trois ans, parce que, diſoit-il, “ le 
vent de Vadverfite avoit commence de bonne 
*© heure a ſouffler contre lui.“ | 
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The greateſt virtues are almoſt always accompanied 
with ſome faults. Henry had his: he carried his paſ- 
fion for gaming and women much too far. That for 
women, which he perhaps might have ſubdued, had 
it not been for the ſhameful exceſſes of Margaret de Va- 
lois, was ſtill ſtronger than that for gaming; but it 
never governed him ſo far as to make him loſe fight of 
honour and his duty; it never . him in the 
choice of his miniſters. 


Henry had another defect, proceeding from the 
too great vivacity of his wit, — which was ſuffering 
himſelf to be prejudiced againſt thoſe whom the ma- 
lignity of his courtiers attacked; but, as he was 
good and juſt, reflection eafily brought him back to 
himſelf, If he ceaſed to ſee Sully, when he believed 
Him guilty, he haſtened to recal him as ſoon as he was 
convinced of his innocence. Nothing could be more 
ſablime than the words which he addreſſed to him, 
when this miniſter, on his return, threw himſelf 


-on his knees, in the preſence of ſeveral courtiers ;— 


«© Riſe,” ſaid the Prince, giving him bis hand, „they 
would ſuppoſe that I pardon you,” 

Henry IV was of a very pleaſant character; he loved 
Bon-mots, and was ready in them. 


A. preſident of the parliament of Rouen, had ſtopped 


ſhort in ſpeaking to him: “ There is nothing extra- 
„ordinary in that,” faid the king; © the Normans 
«© are ſubject to fail in their words.“ 


A deputy from a country-town having preſented 


Himſelf before him to compliment him, at his dinner- 


time, thus began his harangue : * Apeſilaus, king of 
& Lacedemon, Sire, — ? © Ventre Saint-gris,” ſaid the 
King, 
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Les plus grandes vertus ſont preſque toujours ac- 
compagnees de quelques dẽfauts. Henri IV avoit les 
ſiens. Il pouſſa beaucoup trop loin fa paſſion pour le 
jeu et pour les femmes. Celle des femmes, qu'il 
auroit peut- tre ſubjuguee ſans les excès honteux de 
Marguerite de Valois, l'emportoit encore ſur la pre- 
mière; mais elle ne le domina jamais au point de lui 
faire oublier Il'honneur et ſes devoirs; jamais elle 
n'influa ſur le choix de ſes miniſtres. 


Henri avoit encore un autre defaut, qui provenoit 
de la trop grande vivacite de ſon eſprit, - c' ẽtoĩt de ſe 
laiſſer prevenir contre ceux que la malignite des cour- 
tiſans attaquoit ; mais comme il Etoit bon et juſte, la 
reflexion le faiſoit ajſement revenir ſur lui-meme. 
Sil cefla de voir Sulli, quand il le crut coupable ; il 
sempreſſa de le rappeler, quand il eut reconnu ſon 
innocence. Rien de 'plus ſublime que les paroles 
qu'il lui adreſſa, lorſqu'a ſon retour ce miniſtre ſe 
precipita a ſes genoux, en preſence de pluſieurs 
courtiſans: © Relevez-vyous,” dit le prince, en lui 
donnant la main, ils vont croire que je vous par- 
“ donne.“ 


Henri IV <etoit d'un ade fort enjouẽ; il aimoit 
les bons mots, et en trouvoit tres-facilement, 


Un prefident du parlement de Rouen Etoit reſts 
court en le haranguant: II n'y a rien d' extraordi- 
«4 naire, dit le roi; les Normands ſont ſujets à man- 
quer de parole. = | 

Un depute d'une ville de province. $'ctant preſents 
devant lui pour le complimenter, a Vheure de ſon diner, 
commenca ainſi ſa harangue:: * Ageéſilas, roi de La- 
#*cedemone, Sire. Ventre faint-gris,” lui dit le roi, 
en 


Pls "Wo, 3 = 
— Rr * on 5 
= — 
ä 4 ns es 2 ——— — . 5 
— ———— —Ä—•—— —— — — by 
2 2 - b — rene —— —— — 


27 HENEKY xXXII. 


king, interrupting him, I have heard much talk of 
* this Ageſilaus, but he had dined, and I have not.” 

Henry travelling to Amiens, went poſt a great part 
of the way, and was fatigued, Arriving at the city, 
the inhabitants came out to meet and compli- 
ment him, ** Moſt munificent king,” ſaid he who 
was ſpokeſman, in beginning, * moſt great and moſt 
clement :”?—** Add, and moſt weary,” interrupted the 
king; I am going to reſt myſelf a little, and will 
« hear the reſt another time. | 

His taylor having cauſed a book to bn tinted rela- 
ting to ſome regulations upon ſtate affairs, came one 
day to preſent it to him: Call,“ ſaid he, to one of 
his Pages, my chancellor, to take my mcaſure for 
„ a coat, ſince my taylor chooſes to ſettle the ſtate.” 

Henry IV was paſſionately fond of all bodily exer- 
ciſes; in which he did not demonſtrate Jeſs force than 
grace and agility. Hunting, eſpecially, pleaſed him; it 
often happened that he loſt himſelf, and he had, ſeveral 
times, pleaſant encounters, with which he diverted him- 
ſelf. One day having loſt his way in Vendomois, 
he meta peaſant ſitting at the foot of a tree. ** What do 
« you do there, my friend,” ſaid Henry to him,—** Why 
« faith, Sir, I fit here in order to ſee the king paſs.” — 
c If you with that,” continued the prince, “get 
% upon the back of my horſe, and I will conduct you 
« toa Prone where you will ſee the king paſs at your 
« eaſe.” The countryman mounts, and on the way 
demands how he ſhould know the king. You have 
« only to look at him who ſhall keep his hat on, while 
« all the reſt ſhall be uncovered.” The king joining 


in the chace, and all the noblemen faluting him; 
7 „ Well,” 
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en Vinterrompant, ** Jai bien ou! parler de cet Agẽſi- 


las; mais il avoit dine, et je n'ai pas dine, moi.“ 


| Henri allant à Amiens, fit beaucoup de chemin en 


poſte, et ſe fatigua. Arrive dans la ville, les habitans 


vinrent le trouver pour le complimenter. Roi tres- 
benin,“ dit en commengant nA qui portoit Ja 
parole, ' tres-grand et très-clèẽment:“ “ Ajoutez, et 
6e tres-las,” interrompit le roi ; * Je vais me Wer, 
* Jecouterai le reſte une autre fois,” | 


Son tailleur aunt fait imprimer un livre renfermant 
des reglemens ſur les affaires de l'ẽtat, vint un jour le 
lai preſenter: ** Allez, dit-il a un de ſes pages, cher- 
cher mon chancelier, pour qu'il me prenne la meſure 


* d'un habit: Voici mon tailleur 1 fait des ré- 


« glemens.” 

Henri IV aimoit avec paſſion tous les exercices du 
corps; il n'y montroit pas moins de force que de grace 
et d'agilitẽ᷑. La chaſſe lui plaiſoit ſur- tout; il lui arriva 
ſouvent de gy egarer, et il fit pluſieurs fois des rencon- 
tres plaiſantes, dont il ſe divertiſſoit beaucoup. Un 
jour s'ẽtant Egare dans le Vendomois, il rencontra un 
payſan aſſis au pied d'un arbre. Que fais-tu la, 
„ mon ami;” lui dit Henri. Ma finte, Monſieur, 
& tions ld pour voir paſſer le roi.“ Si tu veux, ajouta 
ce prince, * monter ſur la croupe de mon cheval, je te 
** conduirai dans un endroit ou tu le verras à ton aiſe.“ 
Le payſan monte, et chemin faiſant demande comment 
il pourra reconnoitre le roi. Tu mwauras qu' I 
« regarder celui qui aura ſon chapeau, pendant que 
© tous les autres auront la tete nue.“ Le roi joint la 
chaſſe, et tous les ſeigneurs le ſaluent. Eh bien!“ 
dit-il au payſan, qui eſt le roi?” * Ma finte” re- 


pon it 


\ 
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Well,“ faid he to the peaſant, ** who is the king?“ 
Faith, replied the ruſtic, * it muſt needs be 
« either you or I, for we are the only two who have 
ei our hats upon our heads,” 


Henry IV had fix children by Mary of Medicis, and 
eight by different miſtreſſes, beſides thoſe whom he did 
not acknowledge. 


Without wiſhing to depreciate the merit of Henry 
TV, nor in the leaft to diminith the glory which is due 
to him, it can be ſaid, that the principal cauſe which 
has contributed to render his reign illuftrious, is his 
having met with ſuch a miniſter as Sully, Equally 
well diſpoſed with Lewis XII, Henry IV, neverthe- 
leſs, was in ſome reſpects inferior to him; but, by way 
of recompenſe, Sully was in every reſpe& ſuperior 
to Amboiſe. The reigns of theſe two good princes 
have been affected by this real difference of merit in 
thoſe who poſſeſſed their confidence. Lewis X1I, by 
liſtening too much to his miniſter, committed faults, 
whoſe conſequences have proved fatal to France: Henry 
IV, by not always attending to Sully, was likewiſe 
- guilty of ſcrious faults, but whoſe effects have only 
fallen upon himſelf, With a view to pleaſe his maſter, 
Amboiſe knew adroitly how to difſemble; nor did 
it ever appear that his ambition prevailed over his pro- 
bity : Sully was a thorough honeſt man; bis probity 
aſſiſted that of Henry; this was a double tie, which 
attached the one to the other; and they ſo well agreed 
together concerning the happineſs of the 1 98 2989 that 
France had equal obligation to them. 


Like Amboiſe, Sully made his fortune, but by the 


beſt methods, and in a noble and ſimple manner. By 
5 | 3 ws ſerving - 
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pondit le ruſtte, i faut que ce ſoit vous ou moi; car 
i ny a que nous deux qui ayons notre chapeau A 
15 ia tete. | 


. Henri IV eut fix enfans * Marie de Medicis, et 


huit de differentes maitreſſes, outre ceux qu'il ne re- 


connut pas. 


Sans vouloir deprecier le mérite de Henri IV, ni 
rien diminuer de la gloire qui lui appartient, on peut 
dire que ce qui a principalement contribue à rendre 
ſon règne illuſtre, c'eſt d'avoir rencontre un miniſtre 
tel que Sulli. Auſſi bon que Louis XII, Henri IV, 
neanmoins, ne le valoit pas i certains Egards ; mais 
en récompenſe Sulli, a tous Egards, valoit mieux 


qu'Amboiſe, Les regnes de ces deux bons princes ſe 
ſont reſſentis de cette difference reelle de mérite dans 


ceux qui poſfedoient leur confiance. Louis XII, pour 
avoir trop Ecoute ſon miniſtre, commit des fautes dont 
les ſuites furent fatales à la France: Henri IV, pour 
n'ayoir pas toujours Ecoute le fien, fit également des 
fautes graves, mais dont les effets ne retombèrent que 
fur lui. Dans la vue de plaire à ſon maitre, Amboiſe 
ſut adroitement ſe contrefaire; il ne parut jamais que 
chez lui Pambition Pemportit ſur la probite : Sulli 


Etoit foncièrement honnete homme; fa probite vint 
a Vappui de celle de Henri; ce fat un double lien 


qui les attacha l' un 4 l' autre; et ils concoururent ſi 


bien enſemble au bonheur des peuples, que la France 


i, 


9858 eut une egale e 8 


Sein ben fortune comme Amboiſe, mais par les 


wellen. voies, et d'une manière noble et fimple. 
En 
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ſerving his maſter well, he could not fail to pleaſe him; 


by pleaſing him, he deſerved to obtain conſiderable 
gratuities ;—but he never ſucked the blood of the peo- 
ple; he never received any thing from foreigners to be- 
tray his king and country. His retreat was as great and 

noble as the means by which he made his fortune: 


he had a numerous family,, lived in his caſtles like a 


prince, was reſpected by his relations, and gave ſub- 


ſiſtence to thoſe who became old in his ſervice. No- 


thing in all this but what is highly praiſe-worthy ; it 
was juſt. that he ſhould make a figure according to 
the titles he had acquired, by having deſerved them. 
Sully was of a different religion from that of the State ; 
but very far from being either a fanatic or rebel, he 
refuſed, even after the death of Henry IV, to put him- 


| ſelf at the head of the Hugonot party, as ſoon as a 


revolt became in queſtion. It was not required of him 
to ſacrifice his opinion in matters of faith; and, on his 
part, he never made his manner of thinking a pretext. 
to diſturb the public repoſe or his own, | 

His firſt buſineſs was that of a ſoldier and engineer; 
and the firſt ſciences he ſtudied. were thoſe of war, gun- 
nery and fortification, He learned them well; and in 
the exerciſe of them he never loſt that coolneſs and 
combination which are equally neceſſary in war, as in 
the adminiſtration of affairs and policy. It was un- 
doubtedly a long time before he ſuſpected that he was 


_ deſtined to be a miniſter of ſtate and a ſuperintendantof 


finances. But political principles do not require much 
application; when a man bas a turn for great affairs, 
he ſoon ſurpaſſes his maſters in this kind of ſtudy; 
moreover, he obtains a perfect knowledge of them by 


9 5 With reſpect to the adminiſtration of finan- 
| ces, 
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En ſervant bien ſon maitre il devoit lui plaire ; en lui 


plaiſant il devoit obtenir des graces conſiderables et 


aſſeʒ lucratiyes; — mais jamais il ne ſuga le ſang du 


peuple; il ne regut jamais rien des Etrangers pour trahir 


ſon prince et ſa patrie. Sa retraite fut auſſi belle et 
auſſi noble que les moyens par leſquels il parvint à 
la fortune. Il avoit une maiſon nombreuſe, vivoit 
en prince dans ſes terres et ſes chateaux, Etoit reſpectẽ 


de ſes parens, et faiſoit vivre ſes anciens ſerviteurs. 
Dans tout cela, rien que de tres-louable; il devoit figu- 


rer conformement aux titres qu'il avoit acquis après 
les avoir métités. Sulli etoit d'une religion differente 


de celle de l'ẽtat; mais bien ẽloignẽ d' tre ni fanatique 
ni rebelle, il refuſa, meme apres la mort de Henri IV, 


de ſe mettre a la tete du parti des Huguenots, des qu il 
fut queſtion de revoltes. On n'exigea point de lui le 


ſacrifice de ſon opinion en matière de dogme; mais 


auſſi il ne fit jamais ſervir cette opinion de pretexte. 


pour troubler le repos public, ni meme le ſien. 


Le premier mctier de Sulli fut celui de ſoldat et 


d'ingenieur; les premières ſciences qu'il Etudia furent 
celles de la guerre, de Partillerie et des fortifications. 
Il les apprit bien, et en les pratiquant, il ne perdit 


jamais ce ſang- froid et cet eſprit de combinaiſon, auſſi 
nẽceſſaires à la guerre que dans l'adminiſtration des 
finances et dans la politique. Il fut ſans doute long- 


temps ſans ſoupgonner qu'il etoit deſtine a Etre mini- 


ſtre d'ctat et ſurintendant des finances; mais les prin» _ 
cipes de la politique n'ont pas. beſoin d'Ctre Etudies_ 


long-temps; quand on a leſprit fait pour les 
grandes affaires, on a; bientot ſurpaſſe ſes maitres 


dans ce genre d etude; d'ailleurs on achzye de s'in- 
ſtruire en pratiquant. Quant i Vadminiſtration des fi- 


nances, 
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16 . HENRY IV. Cray. XXXII. 
ces, it is a matter of calculation; it is neceſſary to 
have a plan formed, and it ſoon clearly appears whe- 
ther or not profit will ariſe from purſuing it. | 

Sully has been reproached with being too ſevere; 


but who knows if he were ſo by character, or by a 


kind of neceſſity, which the conduct of his maſter 
impoſed upon him? Henry IV, although one of the 
beſt princes that ever lived, was weak, often in love, 
accuſtomed moreover to ſeek expedients and reſources, 
ſuch as are found in the midft of civil wars, and to re- 


compenſe his partizans by giving them the ſpoils of 


his enemies. If Sully had left him to act, he would 
have done more harm to his affairs than his miniſters 
could have done good; thus it was neceſſary that Sully 
ſhould be negative, becauſe Henry IV was generous ; 
and that his generofity ſhould be kept within bounds. 
The character of Sully was ſomething like that of 
Cato; but we need only read his memoirs to be per- 
ſuaded that his Catonian firmneſs was founded upon 
the real intereſts of the ſtate ; and that neither humour 
nor malice had any thing to do with it. It even ap- 
pears that he was a man of feeling, and ſeyeral articles 
of his memoirs prove it. His anecdotes are true, 
becauſe they were not contradifed by any cotemporary 
author ; part of them is as follows : he believed that it 
was better to gain the eſteem of little people, and to 
conſole them, than to be complaiſant to the great : 
he knew that the latter frequently abuſe the attentions 
which are paid them, and that the ſuffrages and ap- 


plauſe of the former are the real foundation of the re- 


Bunten and ſatisfaction of a good miniſter. 
Sully ſtudied but very little before and during his 


active life, either cy or Roms he applied him- 
elk 
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nances, c'eſt une affaire de calcul; il faut y arriver avec 


des vues, et bientòt on parvient a ſavoir au juſte ce qu'il 
y aA gagner ou à perdre a les ſuivre. 


On a reprochè à Sulli d'ttre dur; mais qui ſait sil 


Petoit par caractère, ou par une eſpece de nEceſſits que 
lui impoſoit le caractère de ſon maitre? Henti IV, 
quoiqu” un des meilleurs princes qui ayent jamais été, 
Etoit foible, ſouvent amoureux, accoutume &gailleurs à 
chercher des expediens et des reſſources, tels qu on 
peut les trouver au milieu des guerres civiles, et a re- 
compenſer ſes partiſans en leur accordant le pillage des 
biens de ſes ennemis. Si Sulli Vent laifle faire, il 
auroit gate plus de beſogne que celui-ci n'auroit ſu en 
accommoder ; il falloit bien que Sulli fut negatif, 
puiſqu* Henri IV etoitgenereux; il falloit mettre des 
bornes à cette gEnerofite, 


Le caraQtere de Sulli tenoit un peu de celui de Caton; 
mais il n'y a qu'à lire ſes memoires, pour voir que ſa 
fermetẽ Catonienne Etoit fondee ſur le veritable interEt 
de Vetat, et qu'il n'y mettoit ni humeur ni mEchancete, 
Il paroit meme qu'il etoit ſenſible ; pluſieurs articles de 
ſes memoires le prouvent inconteſtablement; en voici 
quelques traits: Il croyoit qu'il valoit mieux gagner et 
conſoler les petits et le peuple, que d'uſer de complai- 
ſance avec les grands; il ſavoit que ceux-ci abuſent 
preſque toujours des menagemens que Fon a pour 
eux, et que le ſuffrage et les applaudiſſemens de 
_ ceux-la ſont le vrai fondement de la gloire et de la fas 
tisfaction dun bon miniſtre. 


Sulli wolt fort peu Etudie avant et pendant que dort 
ſa vie active, ſoit militaire, ſoit politique. II ſe mit à 
Vor. II, 7 R < lire 
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ſelf to reading only after his retreat; but it was not, 
faid he, ſo much to ſtore his mind as to improve his 
reaſon. He protected and rewarded men of letters, 
but they had very little acceſs to him; he liſtened to 
every advice which was given him, but he looked upon 
no particular one as an infallible inſpiration, and did 
not adopt it till after mature reflection. 


Nature had given him an excellent conſtitution; 
his viſage was majeſtic, mild and agreeable; the ſeve- 
rity which appeared in his conduct was not written in 
his countenance a proof that it was not natural to 
him, and that it was owing to circumſtances. He was 
temperate, ſlept little, and endured every kind of fa- 
tigue: thoſe of war had accuſtomed him to thoſe of 
adminiſtration, | EE 


The reputation of Sully was not, in his own time, 
ſo great as it deſerved to be; it is only in our own that 
the worth of this miniſter of Henry IV has been pro- 
perly appreciated, ſince the flambeau of philofophy has 
diſſipated all private and perfonal prejudices ; and con- 
ſequently his adminiſtration has been judged by the 
great effects it produced. It was under him that the 
finances began to be regulated, commerce extended, 
and population encreaſed. 


E ver fince the reign of Louis XII, that is to ſay, for 
more than a century, the kingdom had experienced 
every ſpecies of misfortune, equally tending to the 
ruin of the prince, and to oppreſs ſtill more the fub- 
jets. Sully wiſhed to know every thing himſelf, be- 
fore he put in order the chaos in which the finances 
were enveloped. Neither the immenſity of work, nor 
the infinite multitude of obſtacles, damped his zeal. 
| | | He 
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lire apres ſa retraite ; mais ce fut moins, dit-il, pour 


orner ſon eſprit, que pour perfect ionner fa raiſon. II 
protegeoit et recompenſoit les gens de lettres; mais il 


avoit avec eux fort peu de frequentations familières. Il 


Ecoutoit tous les conſeils qu'on vouloit lui donner; 
mais il n'en regardoit aucun comme des inſpirations in- 


faillibles; il ne les adoptoit qu'apres y avoir murement 


reflechi. | 

La nature Vavoit doue d'une conſtitution forte, et 
d'une excellente ſante. Son viſage Etoit majeſtueux, 
doux et agreable; il n'avoit pas meme <ecrite ſur ſon 
front cette ſeverite qui entroit dans ſa conduite,— 
preuve qu'elle ne lui Etoit pas naturelle, et qu'il ne la 
deyoit qu'aux circonſtances. Il etoit ſobre, dormoit 


peu, ſupportoit toutes ſortes de fatigues ; celles de la 


guerre Vavoient accoutume à celles du miniſtère. 
La reputation de Sulli ne fut pas dans ſon ſiècle auſſi 


grande qu'elle meritoit de I'etre; ce n'eſt gueres que 


dans le n6tre qu'on a ſu apprecier ce miniſtre d' Henri 


IV, tout ce qu'il valoit, depuis que le flambeau de la 


philoſophie ayant diſſipẽ toutes les preventions parti- 
eulières et perſonnelles, on a jugé de ſon miniſtere 


— 


par les grands effets qu'il a produits. C'eſt ſous lui que 


les finances commencerent a Etre reglees, le commerce 


4 


etendu, la population augmentee. | 
Depuis le regne de Louis XII, c 'eſt-a-dire depuis 


pres d'un fiecle, le royaume avoit eprouve tous les 
genres de malheurs, également propres i ruiner le 


prince, et à fouler davantage les ſujets. Sulli voulut 


tout connoitre par lui-meme, avant de mettre Pordre 


dans le chaos ou Etoient les finances. Ni Vimmen- 


fite du travail, ni la multitude infinie des obſtacles, ne 


refroidirent ſon zele, II vit que les financiers, par 
| | R 2 | leurs 
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He ſaw that the financiers, by their ſecret manceuvres, 
in affeQing to ſerve the king, robbed him with impu- 
nity; that the grandees and women of the court, par- 


taking in the fruit of theſe peculations, intereſted 
| themſelves in defending them with ardour ; that the 


nation was aggrieved by odious impoſts, eſtabliſhed 
for the profit of theſe inſatiable men; that the people 
were ſo much the more oppreſſed, as their money was 
diſperſed in a greater number of hands, which prevented 
it from reaching the treaſury ; that the effective reve- 
nues, that is to ſay, what came into the treaſury, were 
ſtill diffipated in profuſions, in idle expences,—and 
that if there were not ſufficient for the neceſſities of 
the ſtate, it was for want of knowing how to employ 
them with economy and wiſdom. Hefaw theſe evils, 
and found remedies for them. | 

To fimplify collection, to recover ret eto 
annihilate abuſive and uſurped duties, — to put the fi- 
nances into an exact and luminous order, —to balance 
the receipt and expenditure,—to ſacrifice the frivolous 


to the uſeful, to direct every operation to the ſame 


end, the general good;—fuch were the fecrets of 
the miniſter. One may conjecture the clamours and 
the intrigues of thoſe who before fattened themſelves 
with the ſubſtance of the people. By dint of calomnies 
they were fometimes near ruining the minifter ; but 


| Happily the miſts were ſoon diſſipated in the mind of 


the king. 

Many paffages of the memoirs of Sully, prove that 
the king himfelf often croſſed his views of admini- 
firation and economy. He ſays that the ordinary ex- 


pences of each year, in buildings, gaming, miſtrefles, 


and * * to fix hundred thou- 
fand 
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leurs ſecretes manceuvres, volojent impunément le 
roi, en affectant de le ſervir; que les grands et les 
femmes de la cour, partageant le fruit des concuſſions, 


s' intéreſſoient a les defendre avec ardeur; que la na- 


tion Etoit grevee par d'odieux impots, Etablis au pro- 
fit de ces hommes inſatiables; que les peuples Etoient. 
d'autant plus foules, que leur argent ſe perdoit en plus 
de mains, qui l'empèchoient de parvenir au tréſor; 


que les revenus effectifs, c'eſt- a- dire, ce qui en entroit - 


dans le trẽ ſor, ſe diſipoient encore en profuſions, en 


vaines depenſes, et que s'ils ne ſaffiſoient pas aux 


4 


beſoins, c'etoit faute de ſavoir les employer avec 


- Economie et ſageſſe. II vit les maux, et il en trouva 
les remèdes. | 


Simplifier la perception, —recouvrer les droits reels, 
—aneantir les droits abuſifs et uſurpẽs, —ſoumettre les 
finances à un ordre exact et lumineux,—balancer la 
recette et la depenſe,—ſacrifier le frivole a Putile, - di- 
riger toutes les operations au mEme but, au bien 
général ;—tels furent les ſecrets du miniſtre. On 
devine les clameurs et les maneges de ceux qui au- 
paravant s'engraiſſoient de la ſubſtance du peuple. 
A force de calomnies, ils pensèrent quelquefois 
perdre le miniſtre; mais heureuſement les nuages fe 
diſſipoient bientot dans Feſprit du roi. 


Pluſieurs traits des mEmoires de Sulli prouvent que 
je roi lui-meme, contrarioit ſouvent ſes vues d'ad- 
miniſtration et d'economie. Il dit que la depenſe or- 
dinaire de chaque annee, en batimens, jeu, maitreſſes, 
chiens de chaſſe, montoit a douze cent mille ẽcus: 
ſomme ſuffiſante pour entretenir quinze mille hommes 
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land crowns, —a ſum ſufficient to maintain fifteen 
thouſand infantry. ** I could not be ſilent, even at the 
4 riſk of diſpleaſing him.“ He likewiſe complains of the 
complaiſance of the prince for thoſe whom he ſuffered to 
be familiar with him, particularly women, who prevented 
him from puniſhing the principal peeulators. They 
+ found a ſure reſource in this ſame metal, for which 
they were proſecuted; ſo that the ſtorm burſt only 
& upon thoſe who could reproach themſelves with not 
„ having already ſufficiently robbed to put their 
© plunder under cover.” 


Probably there were in the ſyſtems of the miniſter 


ſome outr# principles and errors, at that time una- 


voidable; but he knew, and Henry likewiſe, that a fertile 
ſoil, carefully cultivated, is the principal ſource of the 
happineſs of the people: Paſturage and huſbandry 
% are the two ſources which nouriſh France, and 
6 of greater value than all the gold of Peru.— 
Gold neceſſarily flows where proviſions ſpring, provi- 
ded that the paſſage be not ſhut: if agriculture is 
flouriſhing, it will ſoon produce the advantages of 
commerce. | 7 


Is it wiſhed to be known to what ſummit the views of 
Sully for the happineſs of the ſtate were extended !— 
This may be judged by a part of his memoirs : it is a 
ſimple enumeration which he gave to the king, of the 
cauſes of the ruin or enfeebling of monarchies.— 
« Theſe cauſes,” ſaid he, are extravagant ſubſidies; | 
% monopolies, principally upon corn; the neglect of 
% commerce, trade, huſbandry, and the mechanical 
„ arts; the great number of charges, the expences of 
& theſe offices; the exceſſive authority of thoſe who 

| N « exerciſe 
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d'infanterie. ** Je ne pouvois m' en taire A lui- meme, 
au riſque de le refroidir a mon égard.“ II fe Paint 
auſſi que la complaiſance du prince, pour ceux a qui 
il laiffoit prendre quelque familiarite avec lui, ſur- 
tout pour les femmes, Pait empeche de punir les 


principaux concuſſionnaires. Ils trouverent une 


«« reſſource aſſurẽe dans ce meme metal pour lequel 
% on les pourſuivoit; de manière que Vorage ne 
4 tomba que ſur ceux qui pouvoient ſe reprocher 
“ de n'avoir pas encore aſſez vole pour mettre leurt 
4vols a couvert.“ 


Peut-stre y ayoit-1] dans les ſyſizmes du miniſtre 
quelques principes outres, quelques erreurs inEvitables 
alors; mais il,connut, et Henri de meme, qu'une terre 
fertile, ſoigneuſement cultiv&e, eſt la principale ſource 
de la felicite des peuples. ** Paturage et labourage, 
“ diſoit-1], ſont Jes deux mamelles qui nourriſſent 
« Ja France, et qui valent mieux que tout I'or du 
% Perou,.'* Lor coule neceſſairement oy croiſſent les 
denrees, pourvu qu'on ne lui ferme point le paſſage; 
fi Pagriculture eſt floriſſante, elle produira bientöt les 
avantages du commerce, 


Veut-on connoltre juſqu'on $'Etendoient les vues 
de Sulli pour le bonheur de l'tat?— On en jugera 
par un morceau de ſes mEmoires. C'eſt une fimple 
Enumeration qu'il donna au roi, des cauſes de la 
ruine ou de l'affoibliſſement des monarchies. Ces 
„ cauſes, dit-il, ſont les ſubſides outrés, les mono- 
* poles, principalement ſur le bled; le ngligement du 


„ commerce, du trafe, du labourage, des arts et 


* mtiers; le grand nombre de charges, les frais de 
* ces offices; Vautoriis exceſſive de ceux qui les 
R 4 & exercent; 


— — EO DO ——— _ 
— n N 
CCC 


— . — — — 
— 
n a 


"nes nec fan 
LOT Fa IE 


5 
it? 
15 
5 
1 
74 
1 ; 3 
90 
* 
[ 
1 1 


} 


c 


nn Ag —— OE 


r 
E 


n 
n 


— Cor 07 eee 


u 
— — 
n 


al ——— 
” OV rg, POO SI _ oo res 7 
A 2 8 


- 7 
rn 


* 


* 
os +. * 


r — — 
n 4 * + C MD. DP + ov - 
JP AG Sed eee, eee 


. I ES ts 4/4 43> een, » 


E 


3 


GED na Rr Mo, 88 5 


Hel 


124 HENRY IV. Cuare. XXXII. 


5 „ exerciſe them; the coſts, the protraction and ini- 
« quity of juſtice; jdleneſs, luxury, and all its attend- 
% ants; debauchery, and the corruption of morals ; 
te the confuſion of conditions; the variations in the 
c coin; unjuſt and imprudent wars; the deſpotiſm of 
te ſovereigns; their blind attachment to particular 
« perſons; their prepoſſeſſion in favour of particular 
* conditions, or profeſſions; the covetouſneſs of 
«© miniſters and perſons in favour; the abaſement of 
& men of quality; the contempt and oblivion of men 
6 of letters; the toleration of wicked cuſtoms, and 
tte the infraction on good laws; the obſtinate attach- 
ment to indifferent or abuſive uſages; and the mul- 
56 tiplicity of embarraſſing edits and uſeleſs regu- 
* Jations, 

If I had,” continued he, a principle to eſtabliſh, 
& jt ſhould be this :—That good morals and good 
« Jaws mutually form each other. Unhappily for us, 

, we are not conſcious of this precious connection 
ce between the one and the other, till corruption, and, 
cat the ſame time, all abuſes have been carried to the 

«© utmoſt exceſs ; ſo that amongſt men, it is always 
5 the greateſt evil which becomes the principle of 
«c good.” | 
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« exercent; les frais, les longueurs et Piniquite de la 
« juſtice; Poiſivete, le luxe, et tout ce qui y a rap- 
“ port; la debauche et la corruption des mceurs ; la 
& confuſion. des conditions; les variations dans les 
% monnoies ; les guerres injuſtes et imprudentes ; le 
s deſpotiſme des ſouverains ; leur attachement aveu- 
« ple a certaines perſonnes ; leur prevention en faveur 
« de certaines conditions ou de certaines profeſſions; 

4% la cupidité des miniſtres et des gens en faveur; 
* Pavilifſement des gens de qualité; le mepris et 
6+ Poubli des gens de lettres; la tolerance des me- 
« chantes coutumes, et l'infraction des bonnes lois ; 
« P'attachement opiniatre a des uſages indifferens ou 
« abuſifs; la multiplicite des -Edits embarraſſans et 
« des reglemens inutiles. 

6“ Si j'avois,“ ajoute-t-il, “ un principe à Etablir, 
* ce ſeroit celui-ci:—Que les bonnes mceurs et les 
* bonnes lois ſe forment reciproquement, Mal- 


* heureuſement pour nous, cet enchainement precieux 
© des uns et des autres ne nous devient ſenſible, 


que lorſque nous avons ports au plus haut point 
* Ja corruption et tous les abus en meme temps; 
* en ſorte que, parmi les hommes, c'eſt toujours le plus 
„ grand mal qui devient le principe cu bien.“ 
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ON of a great king, and father of a king ſtyled 
great, Lewis is to be reckoned among thoſe | 
_ inſignificant princes, whoſe lives contain only two 
_ Intereſting epochs,—that of their birth, and that of 
their death, | | 
He aſcended the throne in 11 55 at nine years of age. 
He was ſurnamed the Juſt, becauſe he was born un- 
der the ſign of the balance; and thus the aſtrologers of 
the court pronounced he would be a model of juſtice 
and equity. 
He put his kingdom under the protection of tlie 
Bleſſed Virgin; and in remembrance of his vow, there 
is every year, on the 15th of Auguſt, a ſolemn proceſ- 
ſion in the cathedral churches of France this, in ſome 
meaſure, has been the moſt brilliant action of his life. 
He died in 1643, aged 42 years, leaving two young 
children, Lewis and Philip, by his wife Ann of 
Auſtria, after being married 23 years. 
This prince was of a moroſe and unſociable diſpoſi- 


ceremonies, and to them he was much attached. 
A Jeſuit hiſtorian has ſaid that he had very few 
imperfections, and many virtues, which were always 
without eclat; yet both his public and private 
life exhibit more to blamg than praiſe; and all 
i that can be ſaid is, that except a few ſhades bor- 
dering 
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exercent; les frais, les longueurs et Piniquite de a 
5 * juſtice ; ; Poiſivete, le luxe, et tout ce qui y a rap- 
* port; ladebauche*et la corruption des mœurs; la 

% confuſion des conditions; les variations dans les 

6 monnoies ; les guerres injuſtes et imprudentes ; ; le * 

deſpotfſme des ſouverains; leur attachement aveu- 

« gle a certaines perſonnes ; leur prevention en faveur 

de certaines conditions ou de certaines profeſſions 3 

% la cupidité des miniſtres et des gens 75 faveur; 

« Paviliſſement des gens de qualité; le mmepris et 

% Poubli des gens de lettres; la tolerance des mẽ- 

«© chantes coutumes, et Vinfraftion des bonnes lois; ; 
« Pattachement opiniatre à des uſages indifferens ou 

« abufifs; la multiplicite des edits embarraſſans et 

e des nen inutiles. d | 
„ Si Pavois,” ajoute-t-il, © un principe I crablir, IN 
& ce ſeroit celui-ci: Que les bonnes mœurs et les 
-& bonnes lois fe forment reciproquement, Mal- 

<<. heureuſement pour nous, cet enchainement precieux 

« des unes et des autres. ne nous devient ſenſi 8 ; 
que lorſque nous avons porte au plus haut point 5 

% la corruption et tous les abus en meme ee ; 

<<. en ſorte que, parmiles hommes, c'eſt toujours le plus 

« grand mal qui devient le principe du bien 
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NON of a great king, and fi ther of a king ſtyled 
great, Lewis XIII is to be reckoned among thoſe 
inſi gnificant princes, whoſe lives contain only two 
intereſting epochs, — that of their birth, and that of 
their death. 6 
He aſcended the throne in 1610, at nine years of: age. 
He was ſurnamed the Juſt, becauſe he was born un- 
der the ſign of the balance; and thus the aſtrologers of 
the court pronounced he would be a model of juſtice 
and equity, 
He put his kinga wide the pibtenon of the 
Meſſe d Virgin ; ; and in remembrance of his vow, there 
is every year, on the 1 Sth of Auguſt, a ſolemn proceſ- 
fion in the cathedral churches of France; this, in ſome. 
meaſure, has been the moſt brilliant action of his life. 
He died 1 in 1643, aged 42 years, leaving two young 
children, Lewis and Philip, by his wite Ann 24 
Auſtria, after being married 23 years. 
This prince was of a moroſe and unſociable diſpoſi- 
tion; he feared to ſhew himſelf in public, except in 


A Jeſuit hiſtorian has ſaid that he had very few 
imperfections, and many virtues, which were always 
without eclat; yet both his public and private 
hfe exhibit more to blame than praiſe; and all 
dat can be faid is, that except a few ſhades bor- 

dering 
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"Toi, et pere d'un roi qu'en a 
appele grand, Louis XIII a été un de ces princes 
nuls, dans la vie deſquels il' n'y a que deux Epoques 
intéreſſantes, —celle de leur naiſſance, et celle de leur 1 
II monta ſur le trone en 1610, a Vige de neuf ans. | 
i Il fut ſurnomme le Juſte, parce qu'etant ne ſous 
le figne de la balance, les aſtrologues de la cour 
avciznt prononce Ju il ſeroit un modèle de Juſtice 
d*equite, 0 | 

Il mit ſon royaume fonts la protection de ta Vierge; ; 
et en mémoire de ſon vceu, il ſe fait tous les ans, 
le 15 d'Aour, dans les egliſes cathedrales de France, 

une proceffion ſolemnelle ;—voila, en quelque a 
quelle a été la plus brillante action de ſa vie. 

II mourut en 1643, a Vage de 42 ans, laiſſant deux 
enfans en bas ige, Louis et Philippe, que fa ſemme, 8 
IRA d' Autriche, lui donna apres 23 ans de mariage. 

Ce prince ẽtoit d'un caractère moroſe et lauvage ; 1 

craignoit la repreſentation, excepts dans les cerẽmo- 
nies, et il les aimoit beaucoup. 

Un hiſtorien Jeſuite a dit qu'il eut très- peu de dẽ- 
fauts, et beaucoup de vertus; mais qu'elles furent tou- 
jours fans eclat. Cependant fa vie publique et fa vie 

privee offrent plus de matière de blame que de 2 
et tout ce qu'on peut dire, c'eſt que, a e nuances 
f | pres 


ILS d'un grand . 
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dering upon jealouſy and cruelty, coldneſs and 
bigotry, he had an unexampled e indeciſion 
* 

His mother, his favourites, and bis miniſters, reign-⸗ 
ed under his name. 


The aſſaſſination of Henry IV, which only could 


be the fruit of a plot, overturned the whole edifice of 


bis wiſdom, diſſipated all the hopes of the citizens, 
and plunged the kingdom again into all kinds of mis- 


fortune. Under the maſk of mourning, in the midſt 
af public deſolation, the joy of many perſons was 


eaſily perceived, even in the Louvre. It was remarked 
that Mary of Medicis was not ſufficiently ſurpriſed or 
afflicted at the ſorrowful death of ſo great a prince. The 
intriguing and ambitious already built their ſyſtem of 
fortun2 on the ruins of the ſtate, 

Lewis XIII was then oaly nine years old, and no 
regency appointed. The duke of Epernon, one of 
the noblemen who had been the moſt turbulent under 
the late reign, ran to the parliament, reſolving to no- 
minate Mary of Medicis. He ſeated himſelf on the 
bench of peers, and putting his hand on his ſword, 
« Tt is as yet in the ſcabbard,” ſaid he, but it will 
* ſoon be unſheathed, if you do not in an inſtant grant 
© the queen-mother a title which is her due by the 
& Jaws of nature and juſtice.” The circumſtance would 
not admit of delay ; the threats of the duke, who was as 
powerful as haughty, made great impreſſion on the 
magiſtrates, and the queen was immediately pro- 
claimed regent. ö 

A new form of government ſoon ſprung up, which 
ſeemed to foretel the decay of the kingdom. The 


| en was governed by the K Concini, and 


eſpecially 


Cnar. XXXIII. LOUIS XIII. | 126 


pres de jalouſie et de cruaute, de ſechereſſe et de bi- 
goterie, il Etoit en general d'une inſouciance, d'une 
indëciſion et d'une apathie ſans exemgle. 

Sa mere, ſes favoris et ſes miniſtres e fork 
ſon nom. . 

L'aſſaſſinat de Henri IV, qui ne pouvoit qu” etre le 
fruit d'un complot, renverſa tout Pedifice de ſa ſageſſe, 
diſſipa toutes les eſpẽrances des citoyens, et replongea 
le royaume dans tous les malheurs. Sous le maſque 
du deuil, au milieu de la deſolation publique, la joie 
de pluſieurs perſonnes ſe laiſſoit penetrer juſques dans 
le Louvre, On remarqua que Marie de Medieis, 
n'Etoit ni aſſez ſurpriſe, ni aſſez affligee de la mort 
funeſte d'un fi grand prince. Les intrigans et les am- 
bitieax batifloient deja leur . de fortune ſur 
les ruines de Tetat. 

Louis XIII étant mineur, il falloit pourvoir à une 
régence. Le duc d'Epernon, l'un des ſeigneurs qui 
avoient le plus remue ſous le dernier regne, courut 
au parlement pour faire nommer regente Marie de 
. Medieis, II s'aſſit ſur le banc des pairs, et portant 
la main a la garde de fon Epte: Elle eſt encore 
„dans le fourreau, dit-il, mais il faudta qu'elle en 
s ſorte, fi on n'accorde pas dans Vinſtant à la Reinie« 
* mere un titre qut lui eſt di ſelon l'ordre de la na- 
* ture et de la juſtice.“ Les conjonctures deman- 
doient de la célérité; les menaces du due, auſfi 
puiſſant que hautain, firent grande impreſſion fur les 
magiſtrats, et la reine fut zannédintemert declare 
1er | | 

On vit | bientdt naitre une nouvelle 4 de gou- 
vernement, qui annongoit la decadence du royaume, - 
La reine 6toit gouvetrice: par le Florentin Concini, 
a 5 1 et 
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eſpecially by Eleonora Galigai, his wife, who both 
ſought only to enrich themſelves by plundering the 
kingdom. The council was a confuſed aſſembly, 
where no falutary meaſure could be reſolved on. The 
greateſt man who then belonged to the ſtate was Sully, 
ever deteſtable to the courtiers and financiers; whoſe. 
injuſtice and murmurs he had conſtantly faced ; too 
haughty to change his views and ſentiments, in order 
to conform to the new court, in a ſhort time he loſt all 
his credit, He gave up his places and retired. Being 


recalled ſome years afterwards, when they had need of 


his advice, his dreſs and his manners, which were no 
longer in faſhion, were turned into ridicule by the 


young courtiers. Enraged at this unworthy treat- 


ment, Sire,” ſaid he to the king, when your fa- 
« ther did me the honour of conſulting me, he pre- 
45 viouſſy ſent away all the court-buffoons and 
% coxcombs.” This great ſtateſman died in his re- 
tirement in 1641. 

It is one of the moſt evil preſages for a "Wa when 
acknowledged merit finks under the weight of preju- 
dice and intrigue; for in the ſame degree as govern- 
ment grows weak and degenerate, faction and giſcon- 


tent become audacious. The ſpirit of rebellion, which 
Henry with difficulty reftrained, kindled even in the 


heart of the court. The prince of Conde, the duke 
of Vendome, and the Grand-prior of France, natural 
ſons of the late king, the young duke of Mayenne, 
the dukes of Longueville, of Guiſe, and of Nevers, 


left the court, ready to take up arms. The duke 


of Bouillon blew up the embers; he excited the prin- 
ces againſt the marquis of Ancre, Concini; © this 


66 | baſe F A ſaid he, who has had the inſo- 
6 Jence 
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et ſur- tout par Elconore Galigai, ſa femme; ils ne 


cherchoient tous les deux qu'a s'enrichir des de- | 


pouilles de la France. Le conſeil etoit une aſſem- 


blee confuſe, d'on il ne pouvoit rien ſortir de ſalu- 


taire. Le plus grand homme qu'il y eüt alors dans 
Vetat, Sulli, toujours deteſte des courtiſans et des 
financiers, dont il avoit ſans ceſſe brave Vinjuſtice 


et les murmures ; trop fier pour changer de vues et 


de ſentimens au gre de la nouvelle cour, ne tarda 
gueres à perdre tout ſon credit. Il donna la demiſ- 


fion de ſes charges, et ſe retira, Rappele quelques an- 
nees apres, parce qu'on avoit beſoin de ſes avis, ſon 


habillement et ſes manieres qui n'étoient plus a la 


mode, le firent tourner en ridicule par les jeunes 


courtiſans. Il en fut indigne, Sire,“ dit-il a Louis 


XIII, “ quand le roi votre père me faiſoit Thonneur 


« de me conſulter, au prealable il faiſoit ſortir tous 


les bouffons et baladins de cour.“ Ce grand homme 
mourut dans ſa retraite en 1641. 5 
C'eſt un des plus mauvais preſages pour un Etat, 


lorſque le merite reconnu ſuccombe ſous le poids de 


la prevention et de la brigue; car a meſure que le 


gouvernement s'affoiblit et dEgenere, les factions 


ſe forment, les mecontens deviennent audacieux. 
L'eſprit de revolte, que Henri IV avoit eu tant de 
peine à contenir, ſe ralluma dans le ſein meme de la 
cour. Le prince de Conde, et deux fils naturels du 
dernier roi, le due de Vendòme et le Grand- prieur de 
France, le jeune duc de Maienne, avec les ducs de 
Longueville, de Guile et de Nevers, ſe retirerent de la 


cour, prets a prendre les armes. Le duc de Bouillon 


| ſouffloit le feu. II excita les princes contre le mar- 
quis i Fern, Concini ; ; * ce faquin de Florentin, 
| 6 diſoit-il, 
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« letice to oppreſs us.” The complairits againſt 
the favourite were caſt indireQly on the queen, who 
wanted ſtrength and prudence to vanquiſh ſo power- 
ful a party. The mal-contents obtained all that they 
defired, by the treaty of St. Menehoud. 

One of the principal objects of their demands was 
a convocation of the States General, which was held 
at Paris in 1614, and produced nothing more than 
what often happens from ſuch tumultuous aſſemblies, 
many diſputes and uſeleſs remonſtrances. The clergy 
ſolicited, in very warm terms, the publication of the 
Council of Trent. The third-eſtate oppoſed it with 
an equal ardour, and beſides demanded that a formal 
law ſhould be eſtabliſhed, which ſhould prohibit any 
one power, either ſpiritual or temporal, from a right 
of diſpofing of the kingdom, or exempting the ſub- 
jects from their oath of fidelity. 

The cardinal du Perron ſpoke with a zeal truly 
Italian on the temporal power of the popes; and the 
court was blind or cowardly enough to favour an 


opinion contrary to ſovereign authority! A procla- 


mation of partiament was ſuppreſſed, by which the in- 
dependence of the crown was declared a fundamental 
law of the kingdom. The States preſented the court 
immenſe memorial ſheets, which it promiſed to read, 

but difmiſfed the aﬀernibly without any thing being 
done. 

' Soon after this the prince of Conde rebelled anew, 
and engaged the Proteſtants, whom he did not love, 
to declare themſelves for him. He publiſhed his in- 
tention in a violent manifeſto, where the marquis of 
Aricte, who was now become marſhall of France 
without having ever been in the field, was painted in 

| the 
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4e diſoit-il, qui avoit Vinſolence- de les opprimer.“ 
Les plaintes contre le favori tomboient indirectement 
| ſur la reine, qui manquoit de force et de prudenee pour 
vaincre un parti fi redoutable. Les mecontens ob- 
tinrent tout ce qu' ils voulu rent, par le traite de Sainte - 


Menehould. 

Un des principaux objets de leurs demandes, colt 
la convocation des Etats-Generaux ; ils ſe tinrent a 
Paris en 1614, et ne produifirent que ce qu'avoient 
| ſouvent produit ces aſſemblẽes tumultyueuſes,-beau= 
coup de diſputes, et des remontrances inutiles. Le 
clergẽ ſollicita vivement la publication du Concile de 
Trente, Le tiers- tat eut la meme ardeur à %% op- 
poſer, et demanda de plus qu'on établit en forme de 
loi, qu' aucune puiſſance temporelle ou ſpirituelle n'a 
droit de diſpoſer du royaume, ni de h les ee 
du ferment de fidelite. EW 


Le cardinal du Perron parla, comme un zéëlé Jas 
montain, ſur la puiſſance temporelle des papes; et la 
cour fut afſez aveugle ou aſſez lache, pour favoriſer 
une opinion qui etoit fi contraire A Pautorite ſouve- 
raine, Elle ſupprima un arret du parlement par lequel 
Tindependance de la couronne Etoit declaree loi fon- 
damentale du royaume. Les &tats preſenterent des 
cahiers immenſes; on promit de les lire, et on con- 
gedia Paſſemblee ſans avoir rien fait, 


Pen apres le prince de Conde ſe revolta de nou- 
veau, et quoiqu'il n'aimät point les Proteſtans, 4M 
les engagea à ſe declarer pour lui. II publia ſes. in- 
tentions dans un manifeſte, on le marquis d' Anere, 
devenu maréchal de France fans avoir jamais fait la 
guerre, Etoit peint des plus noires couleurs. Les 
- Vows: II. OEM mouvemens 
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the blackeſt colours. The tumult of the factious did 
not hinder the queen from conducting her ſon to 
-Bourdeaux, to receive Ann of Auſtria, the infanta of 
Spain, whoſe marriage with the king had for a long 

time excited many murmurs. | 


In 1616 a ſhameful peace ſuppreſſed the civil war, 


Conde returned with the hope of governing: he was 
arreſted in the middle of the Louvre by an officer na- 
med Themines, who received in recompenſe the ſtaff 
of marſhal. The moment before Lewis XIII had 
aid to him cheerfully, Good morrow, prince, I go 
4 2 hunting. — will you be of the party ? The keeper 
of the ſeals, Du Vair, the preſident Feaunin, and 

Villeroy, miniſters in credit, not approving the con- 


duct of the queen, were ſacrificed to the marſhal of 
Ancre's wife, and Richelicu, biſhop of Lugon, her crea- 
ture, was named ſecretary of State. This ambitious 
prieſt had for a long time-aſpired to the miniſtry, and 
he was born to meet with the greateſt ſucceſs. 


A freſh civil war now broke out, through . diſ- 


content of the princes and nobles. The marſhal of 


Ancre, who formerly could not afford to pay a do- 


. meſtic, offered to raiſe, at his own expence, an army 


of ſeven thouſand men. His fortune ſufficiently juſtifi- 
ed the murmurs of the public; but it could not ſupport 
him againſt fo many ſtorms. The fall of the Italian 


was as ſtrange as his elevation; the princes bad not as 


yet been able to overthrow him, — but young de Luynes 


accompliſhed the ſcheme. This gentleman, born in 


Comtat, had been page to Henry IV. and had inſinu- 
ated himſelf into the good graces of Lewis, by training 


up birds of prey for him. * encreaſing in favour, 


maſter 
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mouvemens des factieux n'empecherent pas la reine 


de conduire ſon fils à Bordeaux, pour recevoir Anne 
d' Autriche, infante d' Eſpagne, dont le mariage avec 
le roi excitoit depuis in beaucoup de mur- 
mures. 

Une paix W conclue en 1675, aſſoupit la 
guerre civile. Conde revint, avec Feſperance de do- 
miner. On le fit arreter au milieu du Louvre par un 
officier nomme 'Themines, qui regut pour rẽcompenſe 
le baton de marechal. Le moment d'auparavant 
Louis XIII lui avoit dit d'un air de gaiete: „ Bon 
« jour, Monſieur le prince, je vais à la chaſſe, en 
% youlez-vous etre?” Du Vair, garde des ſceaux, le 
prefident Jeannin, et Villeroi, miniſtres en credit, 
n'approuvant point la conduite de la reine, furent 
ſacrifices à la marechale d'Ancre, et Richelieu, éveque 
de Lugon, fa creature, fut nomme ſecretaire d'ẽtat.— 
Ce pretre ambitieux aſpiroit depuis. long-temps au 
_ miniſtere, et il Etoit ne 85 avoir les "wm grands 
| ſucces, 8 | 


Une nouvelle g. guerre civile Salluma,. par 0 mecon- | 


tentement des princes et des ſeigneurs. Le maréchal 
d' Anere offrit de ſoudoyer à ſes frais une arme&e de 
ſept mille hommes, lui qui peu auparavant n'ayoit 
pas de quoi payer un domeſtique. Sa fortune juſ- 
tifioit afſez les cris du public, mais elle ne pouyoit 
le ſoutenir contre tant d'orages. La chute de 1'Italien 
fut auſſi Etrange que ſon elevation; les princes n'ayoient 


pu le renverſer, le jeune de Luynes en vint à bout. 


Ce gentilhomme, ne dans le comtat, avoit été page 


de Henri IV, et s'étoit inſinué dans les bonnes 


graces de Louis XIII, en lui dreſſant des oiſeaux de 
proie. Sa faveur augmenta de jour en Jour. Maitre 


LI 


2 1 2 
by va 2 " j * ** 
eee 9h 3 en hd bo 


. | de 


5 
+; 
} 

. 
158 
* 
SE} 
15s 
* 
4 
135 
E 
8 
1 
12 
2 
4 
* 
x 
- 
* 
» 
j 
. 
'' 
F713 
— 
> 
J % 


1390 LEWIS XIII. Cnae. XXXIII. 


maſter of the confidence of the king, whoſe weak ſoul 
ſuffered itſelf always to be governed, he ſuggeſted 
to him a deſire of withdrawing from the tutorage of 
a mother, who reigned under his name, and perſuaded 
him to begin by getting rid of the marſhal, who exer- 
ciſed all the authority of the queen, Vitry, captain 
of the body-guards, was charged to arreſt him, with 
orders to kill him, if he reſiſted. They took care to 
Interpret this order in ſuch a manner, that Concini did 
not eſcape death he was ſhot by a piſtol in entering 
the Louvre. Vitry immediately cried out, Long 
live the king!“ Lewis appeared at the window, and 
approved the deed. This captain of the guards was 
honourcd with the ſtaff of marſhal. What a govern- 
ment was that in which great places were beſtowed in 
ſuch a manner as to recompenſe infamies ! The duke 
of Bouillon faid: ** that he ſhould bluſh to be marſhal, 
« ſince that dignity was the reward of a Terjeant 
„and an aſſaſſin.“ | 
Scarcely was Concini dead, when the queen- -mother 
was made priſoner in the Louvre, and afterwards re- 
moved to Blois. Her ſon now ſhewed as much 
obduracy toward her, as he had formerly ſubmiſ- 
ſion. The marchioneſs of Ancre might have been 
ſent back into Italy; there was no reaſon of ſtate for 
purſuing her, and humanity ſeemed to plead in her 
fayour. The parliament, however, was ordered to 
proſecute her. Sorcery and magic were the principal 
crimes which were laid to her charge. She and her 
huſband had, in reality, drawn together a number of 
theſe impoſtors, who, under the name of aſtrologers 
and witches, ſtill abuſed the credulity of the great. But 
being 1 OY” by the commillary of parliament, 
what 


Cues: e THE .: - 3 
de la confiance du roi, dont Vame foible ſe laiſſa 
toujours gouverner, il lui inſpira Fenvie de fe tirer 
de la tutelle d'une mer qui regnoit ſous ſon nom, et 
lui perſuada de commencer par fe defaire du marechal, 
qui exergoit toute Pautorite de Ia reine. Vitri, ca- 


pitaine des gardes-du- corps, fut charge de Parreter, 
avec ordre de le tuer, en cas de reſiſtance, On eut 


foin d'interprẽter cet ordre, de manière que Concini 
n'echappat point a la mort; il regat des coups de 
piſtolet en entrant au Louvre. Vitri ſe mit auſſitôt 
a crier: Vive le roi. Louis paruta la fenetre, et tẽ- 
moigna ſon contentement. Ce capitaine des gardes 
fut honoré du baton de marechal. Quel gouverne- 
ment que celui ou l'on donnoit ainſi les grandes 
places pour recompenſer des infamies! Auſſi le duc 
de Bouillon diſoit- il: qu'il rougiſſoit d' tre marechal, 
depuis que cette dignite Etoit la rẽcompenſe du mẽ- 

tier de ſergent et de celui d'aſſaſſin. 


A peine Concini fut - il mort, que la reine - mere ſe 
vit priſonnière au Louvre, et enſuite releguee à Blois. 
Son fils montra autant de dureté pour elle, qu'il 
avoit eu juſqu' alors de ſoumiſſion. La marquiſe 
d'Ancre pouvoit ᷑tre renvoyee en Italie; nulle raiſon 
d'ctat n'obligeoit à la pourſuiyre, et Phumanite ſem- 
bloit parler en ſa faveur. Cependant on ordonna au 
parlement de lui faire ſow proces. La ſorcellerie et 
la magie furent un des principaux chefs d'accuſation. 
Elle et fon mary ayoient effectivement attire pluſieurs 
de ces impoſteurs, qui, ſous le nom d'aſtrologues et 
de devins, abuſoient encore de la crẽdulité des grands. 
Mais interrogee par le commiſſaire du parlement, de 
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what charms ſhe had made uſe of to faſcinate the 
queen-mother, ſhe replied, That aſcendency which a 
e ſuperior ſoul muſt always have over a weak one.“ 
% The queen has ſo little underſtanding, that there 
is no occaſion for ſorcery to govern her,” The 
parliament declared her guilty of an offence againſt 
| majeſty divine and human, without ſpecifying the 
nature of the latter crime ; ſhe was put to death on 
a ſcaffold, and her corpſe thrown into the flames. 


Great riches, accumulated by ſelling all favours, 
formed, without doubt, the principal fault for which 
ſhe died. Her wealth and that of the marſhal ex- 
cited cupidity. The king beſtowed their ſpoils on 
his favourite, Luynes became all at once one of the 
richeſt men in the kingdom; but by ſucceeding to 
the fortune of Concini, he ſucceeded to the hatred 
which 1s ever attendant on an odious favourite. Not- 
withſtanding which, his good fortune overcame all 
obſtacles: he was already duke and peer, he ſoon 
became marſhal of France, e and keeper on 
the ſeals, | 


From all parts the malcontents joined the queen- 
mother, who twice took uparms againſt her ſon. Be- 
ing at laſt reconciled, it was reſolved to make war upon 
the Calviniſts, and it was on both ſides carried on 
warmly. The king, too much confiding in a conſtable 
as preſumptuous as ignorant, and who knew not the 
weight of a ſword, had the mortification to raiſe the 
fiege of Montauban, which he had formed in perſon. 
War was continued furiouſly, but in 1622 a peace was 

made, upon advantageous terms for the Hugonots. 


There 


Char; EXEUE - L© 019 HH 


quel charme elle s'ẽtoit ſervie pour faſciner la reine- 
mere, elle rẽpondit: De Paſcendant qu'un eſprit 
« ſyperieur a toujours ſur un eſprit feible. La reine 2 
« {i peu d'eſprit, qu'il ne faut pas tre ſorcière pour la 
« youverner.” Le parlement la declara criminelle de 


leſe-majeſte divine et humaine, ſans ſpecifier la nature 
du dernier crime ; elle fut exccutee ſur Pechafaud, et 


ſon corps jetẽ au feu. 


De grandes richeſſes, accumulees en vendant toutes 


les graces, faiſoient ſans doute ſon plus grand crime. 
On en vouloit à ſes biens et i ceux du maréchal. 


Le roi donna leur depouille a ſon favori. Luynes 


devint tout a coup un des plus riches ſeigneurs du 
royaume. Mais en ſuccedant a la fortune de Concini, il 


avoit ſuccede ala haine qu'on porte toujours aun odieux 


favori. Cependant ſon bonheur franchit tous les ob- 


ſtacles; il Etoit déja duc et pair, il fut bient6t marẽ- 


chal de France, connetable et garde des ſceaux. 


De toutes parts les mecontens ſe rendoient aupres 
de la reine-mere, qui prit deux fois les armes contre ſon 
fils. S'<tant enfin reconcilies,. il fut reſolu que Pon 
. feroit la guerre aux Calviniſtes; et elle ſe fit de part et 
d'autre avec chaleur. Le roi, trop confiant dans un 


connetable auſſi preſomptueux qu'ignorant, et qui 


ne favoit pas ce que peſoit une epee, cut la honte 


de lever le ſiege de Montauban, qu'il avoit forms en 


perſonne. On continua de fe battre avec fureur, 
mais en 16:2 la paix ſe fit a des conditions avan- 
tageuſes pour les Huguenots. 
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There wanted the aſſiſtance of a great genius to cor- 


rect the political faults which had been inceſſantly 


committed. This powerful fpirit exiſted in the ſa- 


vourite of the queen-mother, — Richelieu, biſhop of 
 Lugon, to whom it was reſerved to change the face 


of Europe. This arrogant miniſter will be ſoon ob- 
ſerved exerting the maſter over a weak monarch, ſub- 
jecting the ambition of the lords, making rivers of 
blood to flow, governing with a rod of iron, rendering 
France unhappy, and caring very little for being feared 
and hated, provided his power increaſed, that he 
could glut his vengeance, and aſtoniſh the world by 
the grandeur of his enterprizes. 

The queen-mather, from the time of her» reconci- 
lation, with the king, had re-entered the council, 
and was deſirous of introducing Richelieu, who, though 
a creature of Concini, had became a cardinal 
through the interpoſition of Luynes. He ſoon ſur- 
mounted all the obſtacles which barred his fortune. 


The miniſters fearing his ambition, and ſtill more 


the ſuperiority of his underſtanding, bad decried 
him in the mind of Lewis. His gallantries hurt 
him in the eyes of this devout prince, too ſuſpicious 
beſides, and too jealous of his own authority, not to 
fear him who had been deſcribed as the moſt am- 
bitious of courtiers. Mary de Medicis was not ſo 
rebuffed : ſhe ſucceeded fo well, that the enemies of 
the cardinal were diſgraced, and had the mortification 
to ſee him admitted into the miniſtry in 1624, The 


more be ſecretly deſired this place, the more repug- 


nance he ſhewed to accept it His bad ſtate of health, 
he ſaid, rendered him incapable of ay intenſe labour; 
Es ER 3 ali 


Cee, EXEDL LOVIS-- JIN. 8 


On avoit beſoin d'un grand -genie pour corriger 
les fautes de politique qu'on n'avoit cefle de commet- 
tre. II exiſtoit, ce puiſſant genie, dans la perſonne 
du favori de la reine - mère, — Richelieu, eveque de 
Lugon,, A qui il étoit reſerve de changer la face de 
Europe. On verra bjent6t ce prelat arrogant mai- 
triſer un monarque foible, ſubjuguer Pambition des 
ſeigneurs, faire couler des flots de ſang, gouverner 
avec un ſceptre de fer, rendre la France malheureuſe, 
et s'embarraſſer fort peu d'ctre craint et hai, pourvu 
que ſon pouvoir s' aceroiſſe qu'il aſſouviſſe fa ven- 


. 


gean:e, qu'il ẽtonne le monde par la n de ſes 


entrepriſes. 

La reine-mere, depuis ſa reconciliation avec ſon 
fils, etoit rentrée au conſeil, et defiroit d'y introduire 
Richelieu, qui, creature de Concini, etoit enfin devenu 


cardinal par Ventremiſe de Luynes. Il forga bientòt tous 


les obſtacles qui arretoient ſa fortune, Les miniſtres 


craignant ſon ambition, et ſurtout la ſuperiorite de ſes 


lumières, Vavoient decrie dans l'eſprit de Louis. Ses 
galanteries.choquoient ce prince devot, trop ſoupgon- 
neux d'ailleurs, et trop jaloux de Vautorite, pour ne pas 
craindre celui qu'on peignoit comme le plus ambi- 
tieux des courtiſans. Marie de Medicis ne ſe rebuta 
point ; elle parvint a faire diſgracier les ennemis du 
cardinal, qui a leur grande mortification fut enfin 
admis au miniſtere en 1624. Plus il defiroit cette 
place, plus il affecta de repugnance. a l'accepter. Sa 
mauvaiſe ſante, diſoit-il, le rendoit incapable d'un 
long travail; tout ce qu'il pouvoit faire, Etoit d'aſ- 
ſiſter au. conſeil de e en e ſans ſe meèler 
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all that he was able to do, was to aſſiſt in the council 


from time to time, without mixing in affairs of 
ſtate. Such was the king's intention; but Richelieu 


had other views: and ſome years after, the royal au- 


thority was entirely in his hands. From the time 
that he entered the council, the government ſeemed 
to have clianged its policy; greater deſigns were then 
conceived, and better meaſures taken; a marriage was 
concluded between Henrietta of France, the king's ſiſter, 


and the prince of Wales, afterwards Charles J; Valte- 


line was delivered from the yoke of Rome and Spain ; 


a new treaty was made with Holland, which had taken 


up arms againſt Philip IV, and was rent by a religious 
war, in which the celebrated Barnevelt, the father and 
defender of his country, had been the victim. The car- 
dinal had in contemplation to ruin the Ptoteſtants, and, 


above all, to humble the houſe of Auſtria, But before 
he acted abroad, his firſt care was to ſtifle factions at 


home. The princes and the great were become too pow- 
erful, under a king who knew not how to reſtrain them; 
being maſters in their governments, they held cabats 
at court, Gaſton, duke of Orleans, brother to Lewis, 
had a party, and a plot had been formed to aſſaſſinate 
Richelieu. Now began the rigours which made this 
reign ſimilar to that of Lewis XI. Gaſton however 
was reconciled to his brother, but only waited for 


a freſh opportunity to revolt. The danger to which 


the cardinal had been expoſed, cauſed him to have a 
company of guards to attend his perſon. He was be- 
come neceſſary to the king, and when he demanded to 
retire, he, as it were, forced the monarch to retain him. 
This artful courtier even offered to yield the dignity of 


miniſter 
7 
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d' affaires d'ètat. Le roi le pretendoit bien ainſi; 
mais Richelieu avoit d'autres vues, et au bout de 
quelques annees, toute Vautorite royale ſe trouva effec- 
tivement entre ſes mains. Des qu'il fut entre au con- 
ſeil, le gouvernement parut changer de politique; 
on congut de plus grands deſſeins, on prit de plus 
ſages meſures; on conclut le mariage d' Henriette de 
France, ſceur du roi, avec le prince de Galles, dans la 
| ſuite Charles I; on d&livra la Valteline du joug de 
Rome et de VEſpagne ; on fit un nouveau traite avec 
la Hollande, qui avoit repris les armes contre Philippe 


IV. et qui Etoit dechiree par une guerre de religion, 


dont le celebre Barnevelt, le pere et le défenſeur de 
ſa patrie, avoit été la victime. Le cardinal meditoit 
la ruine des Proteſtans, et penſoit ſurtout a humilier 
la maiſon d'Autriche. Mais avant d'agir au dehors, 
ſon premier ſoin fut d'ctouffer les factions au dedans. 
Les princes et les grands ſeigneurs Etoient devenus 
trop redoutables ſous un roi qui ne ſavoit pas les 
reprimer; maitres dans leurs gouvernemens, ils ca- 
baloient a la cour. Gaſton, duc d'Orleans, frère de 
Louis XIII, avoit un parti; et il $'etoit forme un com- 


plot pour aſſaſſiner Richelieu. Alors commencèrent 


les rigueurs qui ont rendu ce regne comparable a celui 
de Louis XI. Gaſton neanmoins ſe 1Econcilia avec 
ſon frere, pour ſe revolter de nouveau, quand Pocca- 


fion s'en repreſenteroit. Le danger qu'ayoit couru 


le cardinal, lui fit donner une compagnie de gardes- 
du-corps. Il étoit devenu neceffaire au roi, et en 
demandant a ſe .retirer, il avoit comme force le mo- 
narque a le retenir. Cet habile courtiſan offrit meme 
de cẽder la place de miniftre à Bartadas, nouveau 
fayori (car il en falloit toujours un); mais ce 

| 1 favori 


4 
15 
7 
ö 
/ 
; 
4 


— — eye 


— — * = . r Lan > * 7 = 
P . 5 . — —— — 
—ͤ——— —— — 2 — —— — — — r 


= og nee 


n ; * * 
te 83 FI. R 


a—ůä——— —.— 


— 


—— 


r . A 1s I > 


— — — — 
2 — 


. GI 29 pgs, 


| 
if 
| 


: 
| 
i 
1% 
i] 
if 
i” 
x 
1 


— 


— — 


the ſide of bravery, winked at the infringements of 
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miniſter to Barradas, a new favourite, (for Lewis could 
never be witliout one); but the favourite, whom he diſ- 
truſted, was very foon ſacrificed to the miniſter, who 
then took care to give him a ſucceffor whom he ditected. 

The power of Richelieu encreaſed ſlill more by the 
ſuppreſſion of the places of admiral and conſtable. 
Under the title of ſuperintendant of the marine, he be- 


came maſter of the naval force, which at this time was 


in a ſtate of ruin; he felt the neceſſity of re-eſtabliſh- 
ing it, and made it the object of his care. 


To authorize the changes which he meditated, an 
aſſembly of notables was convoked. It was there re- 
preſented, that the revenues amoynted' to no more than 
ſixteen millions, and that the annual expenditure was 
near forty ; that the king ſhould endeavour to prevent 
the diſſipation of the finances, make conſiderable re- 
trenchments, and give life to commerce and marine. 
Richelieu made his propoſals, and wiſely ſaid, that 
they ſhould endeavour leſs to make new laws, than to 


procure an actual execution of thoſe already enacted; 


and that they ſhould rather act than talk. The aſ- 
ſembly approved of all the plans of the miniſter. 

In 1627, the counts of Chapelles and Boutteville, 
noblemen diſtinguiſhed! by their bravery, were be- 


headed for fighting duels. The rage for duels at 
that time made terrible havock-: it was a real frenzy. 


They reckoned near eight thouſand grants of pardon 
in leſs than twenty years to gentlemen who had killed 
others in- fingle combat. It was this which determined 
Henry IV to renew the prohibition againſt duels ; 
but he himſelf perhaps imbibipg certain prejudices on 


the 
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favori dont il ſe defioit, fut bientot lui-meme fa- 
crifis au miniſtre, qui prit ſoin alors de lui donner 
un ſucceſſeur et de l'endoctriner. 


Le pouvoir de Richelieu s'acerut encore par la 
ſuppreſſion des charges d'amiral et de connetable. 
Sous le titre de ſurintendant de la navigation, il 
devint maitre de la marine; elle Etoit alors entière- 
ment ruinee ; il ſentit la nẽceſſitè de la retablir, il en 
fit l'objet de ſes ſoins. 


Pour autoriſer les changemens qu'il méditoit, on 
convoqua une afſemblce de notables. On y repreſenta 
que les revenus ne montoient qu'à ſeize millions, et 
qu'il s'en depenſoit chaque année pres de quarante ; 
que le roi deyoit empecher la diſſipation des finances, 
faire des retranchemens conſiderables, animer le com- 
merce et la marine. Richelieu propoſa ſes vues, et dit 
ſagement, qu'il s'agiſſoit moins de faire de nouvelles 
ordonnances, que de procurer une execution reelle de 
celles deja faites; qu'il falloit peu de paroles, et beau- 
coup d'effets. L'aflemblee approuva tous les 1 du 
miniſtre. 


En 1627, les comtes de Chapelles et de + Bavetevit; 
8 diſtinguẽs par leur bravoure, eurent la tete 
tranchee, pour s' etre battus. La fureur des duels faiſoit 


alors de terribles ravages ; c'etoit une veritable frénéſie. 


On comptoit pres de huit mille lettres de grace, ac- 
cordees en moins de vingt ans, à des gentilshommes 
qui en avoient tus d'autres dans ces combats ſingu- 


liers. C'eſt ce qui avoit determines Henri IV à re- 


nouveler la defenſe des duels; mais ce prince, imbu 
lui-meme de certains prejuges de bravoure, fermoit les 
| | ye ux 
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the law. The ſeverity of Lewis XIII, or rather of 


Richelieu, ſeemed neceſſary to put a ſtop to this abuſe, 


This, however, proved beyond their power ;—huma- 
nity and good ſenſe have more force than laws, againſt 
a barbarous prejudice; when the manners of man- 
kind are ſoftened and civilized, they ſee the abſurdity 
of a point of honour, which ſullies them with murder, 
and renders them guilty of injuſtice. 

While cardinal Richelieu was diſpoſing of every 
thing in the kingdom as he pleaſed, the duke of Buck- 
ingham, miniſter and favourite of Charles I, engaged 
England in a war againſt France, The French ca- 
tholics, who accompanied the queen Henrietta to Lon- 
don, had given much umbrage to the Engliſh, by the 
imprudence of their zeal. This was a ſubje& of com- 
plaint ; but the vanity of Buckingham alone was the 
cauſe of the rupture between the two crowns. He was 
infatuated with a romantic paſſion for queen Anne of 
Auſtria, had even dared to make a confeſſion of it, and 
wiſhed to return to Paris, on pretence of ſigning 
a treaty againſt Spain, in order to be nearer the object 
of his paſſion. Buckingham not being able to ob- 
tain that permiſſion from Lewis, became piqued at 
the diſappointment, excited the Rochellers to a revolt, 
and failed to aſſiſt them. 

The temerity of the Engliſh miniſter was the ruin 
of La Rochelle. Richelieu undertook to demoliſh this 
bulwark of Calviniſm. Buckingham, being as bad a 
general as he was an audacious courtier, was. defeated 
at the iſle of Rhe, from whence the marquis of Thoyras 
drove the Engliſh, La Rochelle was inveſted, to re- 
duce it by famine; but how could the port be ſhut 
againſt an Engliſh fleet? | 
5 Richelieu, 
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yeux ſur les infractions de la loi. La ſeverite de 


Louis XIII, ou piutot de Richelieu, ſembloit neceſ- 
faire pour extirper cet abus. Ils n' en purent, cepen- 
dant venir a bout ;—Ihumanite et la raiſon ont plus de 
force que les lois contre un prẽjugẽ barbare ; ce n'eſt 
qu'en adouciſſant les mœurs, et en civiliſant les hom- 


mes, qu'on peut leur faire ſentir Vabſurdite d'un point 


d'honneur qui les rend injuſtes et meurtriers. 

Tandis que le cardinal de Richelieu diſpoſoit de tout 
le royaume, le duc de Buckingham, miniſtre et favori 
de Charles I, armoit VAngleterre contre la France, 
Les Catholiques Frangois de la ſuite de la reine Hen- 
riette, avoient donne beaucoup d'ombrage aux Anglois 
par l'imprudence de leur zele. C'etoit un ſujet de 
plaintes ; mais la vanite de Buckingham fut ſeule la 
cauſe de la rupture entre les deux couronnes. Il ẽtoit 
infatue d'une paſſion romaneſque pour la reine Anne 
d' Autriche, avoit meme ofe en faire l'aveu, et ſouhai- 
toit de revenir à Paris, ſous pretexte de figner un 
traitẽ contre I'Eſpagne; mais dans le fait pour etre 
plus pres de l'objet de ſon amour. Louis XIII lui 
en refuſa la permiſſion; pique de ce refus, et jaloux 
du cardinal, il ſe determina à la guerre, excita les 


Rochellois 3 3 une nouvelle valle, et ſe mit en mer 


pour les ſecourir. 

La t&merite du miniſtre Anglois entraina la ruine 
de la Rochelle. Richelieu entreprit d'abattre ce boule- 
vard du Calviniſme. Buckingham, auſſi mauvais 
general qu'audacieux courtiſan, vint echouer a Vile de 
Rhe, d'où le marquis de Thoyras chaſſa les Anglois. 
La Rochelle fut inveſtie; on vouloit la prendre 
par la famine; mais comment fermer le port aux 
flottes Angloiſes ? 

I | ; Kichetion 
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Richelieu; in imitation of Alexander, conſtructed a 
prodigious bank in the ocean, the deſign of which 
was looked upon as chimer ical. Lewis left him com- 
mander of the fiege; in quality of general; and, on 
this occaſion, Richelieu gave an example how far 
genius could ſupply the merit of experience, even in 
war; for order, diſcipline, and plenty wete not 
wanting. The cardinal aſtoniſhed the ſoldiers by his 
valour, and the captains by his addrefs. The R ochellers 
however, ſeemed invincible. —A prey to all the horrors 
of famine, they were ſtill ſupported by the hope of new 
relief. Guiton, their mayor, a man ſuperior to all 
danger, would not even hear of ſurrendering. Some 
repreſented to him that there would ſoon remain no 
more than an handful of inhabitants. Very well,” 
replied he, without being diſconcetted, it is ſuffici- 
« ent if there yet remains one to ſhut the gates. 
The mother and ſiſter of the duke of Rohan, gave ex- 
amples of moſt heroic patience ; but the Engliſh fleet; 
fo long expeRed, not being able to force the bank, all 
hope of ſuccour vaniſhed with them. Hunger damped 
the courage of the Rochellers, and they were forced to 
furrender in 1628, after eleven months reſiſtance.— 
The cardinal boaſted, however, that he had taken 
La Rochelle in ſpite of the king of Spain, the king of 
England, and more particularly the king of France ; 
becauſe the enemies of the miniſter privily endea- | 
voured to make this glorious enterprize miſcarry. 


The Rochellers only preſerved their goods, and the 
exerciſe of their religion. The fortifications of their 
town were razed, and its privileges aboliſhed, after 


having coſt forty millions to reduce. it to obedience. 
The 


| Reroit plus qu'une poignce d' habitans: He bien, 
rEpondit-1h, fans s'emouvoir, * il ſuffit qu 11 en reſte 


= 
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Richelieu, & limitation d' Alexandre, fit conftruire 
dans l'ocan une digue zende; dont le projet Etoit re- 
gards comme chimbrique, Louis XIII le laiſſa com- 
mander au figge en qualité de general. Ou vit alors 


combien le genie pant ſupplter a Pexperience, meme 
dans la guerre. L'ordre, la diſcipline, Iabondance 


ne manquerent Jamais. Le cardinal Etonnoit les ſol / 
gats par ſa valeur, et les capitaines par ſon habileté. 
Cependant les Rochelois ſembloient invincibles.— 
Livres aux horreurs de la plus cruelle famine, ils ſe 
ſoutenoient encore par Veſptrance de nouveaux ſe- 
cours, Guiton, leur maire, homme fupericur à tout 
danger, ne vouloit pas meme qu'on parlkt de ſe rendte. 
Quelqu' un lui repreſentant que bientöt il ne re- 


% un pour fermer les portes. La mare et la ſceur 


du due de Rohan donnoient également Vexemple 


d'une patience heroique, Mais la flotte Angloiſe, fi 
long temps attendue, nayahit pu forcer la digue; 
toute eſperance de ſalut $'cvanouit avec elle. La faim 
dompta le courage des Rochelois; ils furent obliges 


de ſe tendre en 1648, apres onze mois de reſiſtance. ' 
Le cardinal fe vantoit d'avoir pris cette place en depit 


du roi d'Eſpaghne, du roi Aae ot t ſur-tout 
du roi de France, parce qu'en effet les ennemis du 


miniſtre travailloient ſourdement auprès du mo- 


Weg à faire ayorter une entrepriſe fi Waren 


— 


ber Rochelois ne evivſorvicent que 12 E's et 
Fexereice de leur religion; les fortifications de leur 


ville furent raſtes, et ſes privileges abolis: i en 


couta quarante millions pour la reduire a Pob&iſſance. 


Yor, FL : + Þþ — | : Le 


| 


” 
r 


1 LEWIS) XIII. cr XXXIII. 


The loſs of it was a mortal ſtroke to Calviniſm, which 
ſtill | breathed through the firmneſs of the duke of 
Rohan, à man the beſt calculated to be the ſoul and 
ſupport of a party. - Some time after, however, this 
nobleman being reduced to extremity, was forced to 
ſac for peace, and obtained it; but the Calviniſts, hav- 
ing loſt their ſtrong hold, had no longer power to 
wreſtle with the monarch. Vet liberty of eonſcience 
was not reſtrained; their churches and preachers ſub- 
ſiſted; every one might follow his on religion, pro- 
vided he did not trouble the ſtate: this was not the 
ſmalleſt fruit of the cardinals: paliey. in ben 
Richelieu, the vanquiſher of La Ne e an to * 
ſuccour of the duke of Mantua, whom the emperor 
and the king of Spain wiſhed to deſpoil of his eſtates; 
and this war was finiſhed in 1630 by à peace eee 
ble to France, and advantageous to her ally. Fr 2 
The ſucceſs of the cardinal's enterpriſes rel waly 
to make his enemies more inveterate. The queen- 
mother had vowed to ruin him: the king, tired by her 
continual complaints, appeared to yield; the thought 
the moment was come when the was to reſume her 
ancient empire over the mind of her ſon. But too 
ardent a deſire of revenge in Mary de Medicis, opened 
the eyes of Lewis XIII, and he defired to {ce his 
miniſter again. Richelieu, who expecting irre vocable 
diſgrace; had already fecured. his treaſures, flew to 
Verſailles, and by his preſence fixed the waverings of 
his peer - “Continue to ſerve me as you have 
% done - aid the. monarch” to him, hoy and I will 
« maintain. 4255 2gaindt . al. the intrigues. of your 
% enemies.“ is oy np 20060 
1 * 5 This 


% 
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Le calviniſme avoit regu une plaie mortelle; mais il 


reſpiroit encore, par la fermeté du due de Rohan, 


homme le plus propte à ètre lame et le ſoutien d'un 
parti. 'Neantnoins quelque temps apres; ce ſeigneur 
reduit a l'extrẽmitẽ, ſe vit force:de demander le paix, et 
31 Pobrint;'mais les Calviniſtes ayant perdu leurs places 
fortes, furent ceſormais hors d'tat de lutter contre 
le monarque. Cependant la liberté de conſcience ne 
regut aucune atteinte; les temples et les prèches ſub- 
ſiſtèrent; chacun pouvoit ſuiyre ſa religion, pourvſi 
qu'on ne troublat point Vetat ;—ce n'ẽtoit peut- etre pas 
le moindre fruit 9 en du cardinal, | 


; 1 1 
1108 2 1. 


Richelieu; vaingqueur des Rechen vola au 1 | 


du duc de Mantoue, que Vempereur et le roi d'Eſ pagne 
vouloĩent depouiller de ſes etats ;. et cette guerre finit 
en 1630, par une paix e pour la F rance, et 


GE a ſon allie. - 


9 


by ſucces. des entrepriſes du cardinal ne faiſoit 
au- aigrir les ennemis. | La Reine-mère avoit jure ſa 
perte; le roi, fatigue par ſes plaintes continuelles, 
parut ceder; elle crut un inſtant qu'elle alloit repren- 


dre, far refprit 6 de ſon fils ſon ancien empite; mais un 


deſir trop ardent de vengeances dans Marie de Medicis, 
ht ouvrir les yeux 2 Louis NIN; il voulut revoir ſon 
miniſtre. Richelieu qui 8 battendoit a une diſgrace 
fans retour, et mettoit deja ſes treſors en ſureté, vole à 
Verſailles, et fixe par fa preſence les incertitudes de ſon 
maitre. 5 47 Continuez a me ſervir comme vous avez 
ws: * fait,” " 10 dit le monarque, fs et je vous maintiendral 
| 6 contre. toutes les intrigues de vos ennemis.“ 


> 
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This day, ſo auſpicious for the cardinal, was called 
the day of dupes. The two brothers Marillac, his ene- 
mies, were facrificed to his reſentment, One was 
keeper of the ſeals, and he being leaſt hated, ſuffered 
only the loſs of his place. The other was marſhal of 
France; he was arreſted in Italy in the midſt of the army 
which he commanded ; his long fervices, his wounds, 
his fidelity, were inſufficient to protect him from a 
criminal profecution, which Richelieu inſtituted againſt 
Him. This ſanguinary miniſter wiſhed to make his 
| enemies tremble; commiſſaries were named to try the 
marſhal, and they took care not to find him innocent. 
This famous trial, nevertheleſs, continued two 
years, at the end of which, Marillac was declared 
guilty of peculation: he was beheaded in 1632, * It 
* muſt be acknowledged,” faid the cardinal, © that 
1 God gives light to judges, which other men have 
„ not, Il could never have thought there had been 
matter enongh to have condemned the marſhal de 
© Marillac to death.” Notwithſtanding this hypocri- 
tical language of the cardinal, the public were not 
to be ſo deceived. It was plain enough that the ani- 
moſity of the miniſter had directed iniquitous judges, 


This oftentatious, unjuſt, and cruel] miniſter, was a 
continual ſubject of diſcord to the royal family. The 
two queens could no longer endure him; and to eſcape 
his tyranny, Monfieur, the king's brother, had retired 
to Lorraine. Nothing but diſſenſions were ſeen at 
court. Richelieu, though indebted for his dlevation to 
Mary de Medicis, became her perſecuter, and Lewis 
XIII took part againſt his mother, to fupport a mini- 
ter without whom he could not reign, : 
Do : : 1 ms This 
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Ce jour, fi eelèbre pour le cardinal, fut appelé la 
journée des dupes. Les deux freres Marillac, ſes 
ennemis, furent ſacrifiés 3 ſon reſſentiment. L'un 
Etoit garde des ſceaux; comme il étoit moins hal, il 
en fut quitte pour la perte de fa place. L'autre etoit 
marechal de France; il fut arr8t6 en Italie au milieu 
de l'armée qu'il commandoit; ſes longs ſervices, ſes 
bleſſures, fa fidelité ne purent le mettre a Fabri d'une 
procedure criminelle que Richelieu lui ſuſcita. Ce 
miniſtre ſanguinaire vouloit faire trembler ſes ennemis ; 
on nomma des commiſſaires pour inſtruire le proces 
du marechal, et ils n'eurent garde de le trouver inno- 
cent. 


Ce fameux proces dura neanmoins deux ans, au bout 
| deſgvel Marillac fut déclaré coupable de peculat: il 
eut la tete tranchee en 1032, „Il faut avouer,” dit le 
cardinal, * que Dieu donne aux juges des lumières 
6 que les autres n'ont pas. Je ne me ſerois jamais 
©« imagine qu'il y evit de quoi condamner a mort le 
% marechal de Marillac.” Malgré ce langage hypo- 
crite dg cardinal, le public ne prit pas le change; 
on vit aſſez que la paſſion du miniſtre avoit dirige 

[iniquite des juges, | : 

: Ce miniſtre faſtueux, injuſte et cruel, 6toit un ſujet 
continuel de diſcorde pour la famille royale. Les 
deux reines ne pouvoient plus le ſouffrir; et pour 

| fair fa tyrannie, Monſieur, frere du roi, s'6toit retire 

en Lorraine, On ne vit plus que diſſentions à la 

cor. Richelieu, quoique redevable de ſon Elevation 3 

Marie de Medicis, devint ſon perſécuteur, et Louis 

XIII prit parti contre ſa mere, pour ſoutenir un mini- 


ſtre dont il ne ren plus ſe paſſer. Eo 
þ 3. - Cette 
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This princeſs was left a priſoner in Compiegne, 
and all her friends arrefted or exiled, The cardinal 
roſe higher and higher on the ruin of his adverſaries, 
In 1631, the eſtate of Richelieu was 'erefted into 3 
dukedom and peerage for him and his family. The 
queen- mother had eſcaped from priſon, and took re- 
fuge at Bruſſels, from whence ifſued an infinity of 
fatires againſt the miniſter, which did him ſo much 
the leſs harm, as the ſucceſs of his IR were more 
brilliant. 

His grand project of abaſing OY tiouſe of AvAriz | 
began to be put in execution, Every thing, even 
religion itſelf, becomes, among politicians, reaſons of 
ſtate. Richelieu, who had, as it were, ſworn to ruin 
the Calviniſts in F rance, excited them in Germany to 
make war upon the emperor, and armed the moſt for- 
| midable of the Lutheran princes againſt him, the fa- 
mous Guſtavus Adolphus, king of Sweden, whoſe 
victories ſhook the whole empire. France 3 
money, — the valour of Guſtavus did the reſt. 

In the mean time, Gaſton, excited by the Falk 
mother, and ſupported by the duke of Lortaine, whofe 
Fſter he had married, began another civil war in 1632. 
This prince, factious through caprice, yet weaker than 
his brother, devoted to favourites without merit, paſ- 
ſed his life in making war to pleaſe them, and ſacri- 
ficing” them to make peace. The duke of Lorraine 
was the firſt puniſhed; he loſt his beſt places, 1 he 
was forced to promiſe to abandon Gaſton.” ' © 
The latter had no other reſource but in the duke of 
Montmorency, governor of Languedoc, one of the 
braveſt and moſt amiable noblemen of his time. The 
ambition of being Eoultable,” had drawn him to take 
5s | ö part 
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Cette princeſſe fut Jaifſce priſonniere a Compiègne, 
et. tous, ſes; amis arrétés ou , exiles. Le cardinal ' 
s'Elevoit, de plus en plus, ſar les ruines de. es adver- 
ſaires. En 1631 on érigea en dych&-pajrie la terre de 
Richelieu pour lui et ſa famille. La reine- mere $ toit 
Echappee de priſon, et rEfugige, a Bruxelles, d' ou par- 
toient une infinité de ſatires contre le miniſtre, mais 
qui lui faiſoient d'autant moins de tort, que les ſuc 
ces de ſa politique ẽtoĩent plus brillaris. es 
Son grand projet d'abaiſſer la maiſon d' Autriche 
ehm menpoiz à s'exécuter. Tont, Juſqu'a a la religion 
meme, devient pour les politiques raiſon d'ẽtat. Ri- 
chelieu qui avoit, pour aink dire, jure la ruine des 
Calviniſtes en France, les excita en Allemagne 3 faire 
la guerre à l Empereur, et acma contre lui le plus re- 
doutable des princes Luthériens, le fameux Guſtave 
Adolphe, roi de Suede, dont les victoires Ebranlerent 
tout Vempire.,- La France fourniſſoit de Var Agent, r 
la yaleur de Guſtave faiſoit le reſte. 
Cependant Gaſton, excite, par la reine · mere, et 
. par le duc de Lorraine, dont il avoit Epouſe 
la, ſœur, commensa, en. 1632 une nouvelle guerre 
drile. Ce, prince, factieux par caprice, plus foible 
encore, que, fon frore, livre 5 A des favoris ſans mérite. 
paſſoit ſa vie A; faire In guerre pour leur plaire, et I 
les. ſacrifier Pour ohtenir Ja paix. Le. duc de Lorraine 
fut le premier puni; il perdit ſes milleures Places, e et 
qa lui fit pramettre d ahandonner Gaſt N 
5 n avoit plus de reſſources que dans le duc 
de Montmorenci, gouyerneur de Languedoc, Pun;des: 
plus braves ct, des plus, aimables ſeigneurs de ſen 8 
temps. L. ambition d'etre connetable. Payoit. E£Mrang. 
dans le winde, Gaſton. een lachemegt a 
14 la | 
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part with Gaſton. Baſely abandoned on the day of 
Caſtnelnaudary, he fell, covered with wounds, into the 
| bands of the Royaliſts, and the war was thus termi- 
nated, Lewis XIII pardoned, Gafton, who pro- 
miſed to remain faithful, and to love the cardinal. The 
hope of obtaining pardon for Montmorency, inſpired 
theſe vain promiſes; but Richelieu was unacquaint- 
ed with clemency. The parliament of Toulouſe received 
orders to begin the proſecution of the marſhal, as ſoon 
as he ſhould be recovered” of his wounds, and he was 
fentenced to laſe his head. In vain did Gaſton and all 
the court unite themſelves to obtain pardon for a man 
the moſt beloved of any in France. Neither his 
youth, nor victories, nor his repentance, nor the tears 
of a wife, equally intereſting by her virtues and her 
beauty, could move Lewis XIII in his favour. « I 
* ſhould not be a king,” ſaid he, if I had the ſenti- 
* ments of private perſons. He muſt die; all the 
« fayour I can do him is, that the executioner ſhall 
e not touch bim, and that he ſhall only cut off his 
& head.” Words worthy of a prince whoſe motions 
| were directed by a Richelieu. Montmorency was 
beheaded the ſame year, 1632, 1 two years 1 im- 
priſonment. 8 
Gaſton, enraged, again quitted France, accuſing his 
brother of having forfeited his word. He retired. to 
Bruſſels, and again took up arms tb revenge the 
death of Montmorency. The duke of Lorraine, either 
from attachment to Gaſton, or from inconſtancy, vio- 
lated his promiſes, and this new infra&jon coſt him 
Nancy, which the king reſolved to keep till be had 
given up Margaret, his fiſter, whom Gaſton had ſe- 


e married, and taken with him to Bruſſels, This 
marriage, 
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ls joutnee de CeeHAuATB il tomb couvert de 
pleſſures entre les mains des royaliſtes, et la Serre 
ſe trouva ainſi terminge. Louis XIII pardonna 4 


Gaſton, qui promit de demeurer fidèle, et d'aimeèet 


le cardinal. L'eſpérance d'obtenir la grice de Mont- 
morenei inſpiroit ces vaines promeſſes; mais Riche- 
lieu ne connoiſſoit pas la'clemence. Le parlement de 
Toulouſe regut ordre dlinſtruire le procts du mare- 
chal, des qu'il ſeroit gueri de ſes bleſſures; il fat con- 
damn à pergdre la tete. En vain Gaſton et toute la 
cour fe réunirent pour obtenir la grace de l'homme 
de la France le plus cheri. Ni fa jeuneſſe, ni ſes 
yictoires, ni ſon repentir, ni les larmes d'une Epouſe 


* 


auſſi intereflante par ſes vertus que par fa beauté, ne 


parent flechir Louis XIII en fa faveur. Je ne 
% ſereis pas roi,” rEpondit-il, fi Pavois les ſenti- 
* mens des particuliers. Ii faut qu'il meure; toute 
“ la grace que je puiſſe lui faire, cꝰeſt que le bour- 
« rau ne le touchefa point, et qu'il ne fera que lui 
* couper le cou“ Paroles dignes d'un prince dont 


Richelieu difigeoit tous les mouvemens. Montmo- 


renci eut la . ee en we: = deux mois 
ge priſon. | | : 
7 Gaſton, futievx, quitta de nouveau la F ranlet, aceu· 
fant ſon frere de lui avoir manqué de parole. II ſe 
retira à Bruxelles, et reprit les armes pour venger 
la mort de Montmorenci. Le due de Lorraine, ſoft 
par attachrement pour Gaſton, ſoit par inconftance, 
viola ſes promeſſes; et cette nouvelle infraction lui 
couta Nanci, que le roi refolut de garder juſqu'à cb 
qu'il lui efit remis entre les mains Marguerite ſa 
ſepur, due en avoit epoulte ſeerẽtement et em- 
menee 
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marriage, contratted without the conſent, of the king, 
was declared void by the .doQors, and broke by the 
parliament of Paris. Gaſton remained firm to it, 
notwithſtanding his weskneſs and inconſtancy. But 
the connexions which he continued with Spain, made 
the court defire his return. Pujlaurent, his fa- 
vourite, won by the offers of the miniſter, brought 
him back, and obtained for recomponce, one of the car- 
dinal's nieces, with the dignity, of duke and peer. 
Too proud of his elevation; and faithleſs to his en- 
gage ments, the new duke ſoon ſought to recommence 
the troubles. To offend Richelieu was running inta 
certain ruin; he was put into the Baſtile. where he 
died ſoon after. i en 

In the midſt of thoſe fadtions; the e ill 
purſued; the execution of bis projects againſt the 
| houſe of Auſtria. This was the way: to render 
himſelf, more and more needful. to à king iaca- 
pable of ſuſtaining by himſelf ſo great a burthen. 
Guſtavus Adolphus was no more; that virtuous 
hero, who ſhould not be caonfounded with the de- 
frgyers of mankind, had fiviſhed his career at the 
battle of Lutzen, in 1622, where, neverthelefs, bis 
troops were victorious. The Swedes. to whom only 
ſubſidies were given, were at n el and ho 
Avſtrian pride was triumphant. 1411011! 21 
In 1635, Richelieu concluded 3 with Holland, 
by which France engaged to make war upon the king 
of Spain, and they had already divided the Low-Coun- 
tries, which they deſigned to conquer. In effect, one 
army was ſent there, and another to Germany; yet. 
neither one nor the other had any ſucceſs. That of 


the duke of Re in the e conſoled the car- 
| dinal, 


, 45 
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mente avec lui à Bruxelles. Ce mariage, contract 


ſans le conſentement du roi, fut declare nul par les 
docteurs, et cafle par le parlement de Paris. Gaſton 


tint ferme, malgre ſa foiblefle et ſon inconſtance. 
Mais les - liaiſons qu'il entretenoit avec l' Eſpagne, 
faiſoient deſirer ſon retour dans le royaume. Puilau- 
rent, ſon fayori, gagné par les offres du miniſtre, le 
ramena, et obtint pour rẽcompenſe une des nieces du 
cardinal, avec la dignite de duc et pair, Trop fier 
de ſon Elevation, et infidele a ſes engagemens, le 
nouveau duc chercha bientot a recommencer les 
troubles. Manquer a Richelieu. c'Etoit courir a une 
perte certaine; il fut mis à la Baſtille, on ü mourut 
peu de temps après. 

Au milſeu de ces factions, le cantidiain ne perdoit 
pas de vue l' execution de ſes projets contre la mai- 
ſon d' Autriche. C'ttoit le moyen de ſe rendre 
de plus en plus néceſſaire a un roi incapable de 
ſoutenir par lui-meme un fi grand fardeau. Guſ-⸗ 
tave-Adolphe n'etoit plus; ce heros vertueux, que 
Von ne doit pas confondre avec les deſtructeurs 


de l'humanitę, avoit terminé ſa carriere a la bataille 


de Lutzen en 1632, on nganmoins ſes troupes furent 
victorieuſes. Les SuEdois, a qui Pon ne donnoit que 
des ſubſides, fyrent defaits: dans la , et la forth 
Autrichienne triomphoit. 


En 1635, Richelieu conclut un traité avec Ia Hol- | 


% 


lande, par lequel la France s'engageoit à faire la 
guerre au roi d' Eſpagne, et l'on partageoit d&ja les 
Pays- bas, qu'on avoit projets de conquerir, On 7 
envoya en effet une armee, une autre entra en Al- 
lemagne; mais ni Vune ni autre n'eurent de ſucces, 
Ceux'dy duc de Rohan dans la Valteline confolzrent 
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dinal, Who had been fo wiſe as to recal that able war⸗ 
fior, whoſe ſuperior talents were at length employed | 
in the ſervice of the ſtate, 

As the war exliauſted the finances, Fcburſe was had 
to the expedient of edicts for money, Richelieu, in a 
Bed of juſtice, cauſed forty-two to | E regiſtered, without 
it being poffible to esamine them. The parliament 
of Paris would make remonſtrances, this was] a ha- 
zardous proceeding under fo abſolute a miniſter, Five 


5 Magiſtrates were at firſt exiled ; but the court put ou 


Night modifications upon 1 is orders. 

To repair the bad ſuccefs of the laſt campaign, 
Richelieu, in 1036, followed a new plan, which equally 
failed in its execution. Under pretence of ſome in- 
fractions, the prince of Condé was ſent to make a 
eonqueſt of Franche-Comté, and he laid fi iege to Dole. 
The place, they ſaid, could not hold out more than ſeven 
or eight days. The inhabitants being ſummoned to ſun- 
render, anſwered, that they ſuffered no inconvenience, 
and that after a ytar's ſiege, they would deliberate what 
* Wis to be done. In ſhort, their reſiſtance ſoon diſcon- 
certed the French, After three months uſeleſs efforts, 
Conde was obliged to raiſe the ſiege, and to ſend a part 
of his. army to the ſuccour of Picardy. Richelieu had 
neglected to fortify this frontier, and the Spaniards 
had, in a few days, taken Capelle, Corbie and Catelet. 
In vain did the cardinal, by inſtituting a proceſs againſt 
the commanders bf theſe places, ſeek to make them re- 
ſponfible for an event of which he was the ſole cauſe, 
Fear ſeized upon he tourt, — each moment they 
thought they ſaw the enemy at the gates of the capi- 
tal. But zeal is reanimated in peril; all the cor- 


Porations were eager in offefing ſupplies to the king. 
Lewis 
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le cardinal, qui avoit eu la ſageſſe de rappeler ce 
- gverrier habile, dont les talens ſuperieurs en enfin 
employes au ſervice de l' Etat. | 

Comme la guerre epuiſoit les finances, on eut re- 


cours à Vexpedient des Edits burſaux. Richelieu, dans 


un lit de juſtice, en fit _enxegiſtrer quarante- deux, fans 
qu'il füt poſſible de les examiner. Le parlement de 
Paris voulut faire des remonſtrances,—demarche ha- 
fardeuſe. ſous un miniſtre fi ahſolu. Cinq magiſtrats 
furent d'abord exiles mais la cour mit quelgpes: le- 
geres modifications a ſes ordres. 

Pour iëparer le mayvais ſucces. de la darpitra 
campagne, Richelieu, en 1636, ſuivit un nouveau 
Plan, qui manqua également dans l'exécution. Sous 
prẽtexte de quelques infractions, on envoya le prince 
de Condé faire la ;conquete de la Franche-Comté, 
et il mit le ſige devant Dole. La place, Jiſoit- 


on, ne pouvoit tenir que ſept ou huit jours, Leg 


babitans, | ſommeés de. ſe rendre, repondirent que 
rien ne les preſſoit, et qu apres un an de fie 1ege ils 
_ deliberexojent ſur ce qu ils auroient a faire. En effet 
leur rẽſiſtance deconcerta pientöt les Frangois. Apres 
trois mois d'efforts inntiles, Conde fut oblige de lever 

le ſiẽge, et d envoyer une partie de ſon arme au ſe- 
cours de la Picardie, Richelieu avoit peglige de 
fortifier cette frontière, et les Eſpagnols avoient pris 
en peu de jours Ia Capelle, Corbie et le Catelet. En 


vain le cardinal, en faiſant faire le proces aux com- ö 
mandans de ces places, cherchoit à les rendre reſ- 


ponſables d'un eve nement dont il ẽtoit ſeul la cauſe ; F 
_ Fepouvante_ $'etppara. de la cour, qui croyoit a tous 
momens voir les... ennewis aux portes de la capitale. 
0 zcle fe ranimę Aug le Peril tous les corps s em- 
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Lewis XIII, for this time quitted his füllen and ſevere 
air, and gave audience to their deputies, | receiving 
them with a ſhew of affability, and even went ſo far 
as to embrace the eoblers —ſo nem as dbes adverſ ny | 
humble mankind. 

In theſe circumſtances, Richelieu, FOR by 
the ſad conſequences of a war which he had adviſed, and 
expoſed to the darts of hatred, was on the point of quit- 
ting the midiſtry. He had admitted to his confidence 
the famous father Joſeph, a Capuchin friar; an au- 
ſtere, arrogant man, equally rigid with others as with 
himſelf; whom he had employed in moſt of the in- 
trigues of the court, and his negotiations with foreign 
courts, This intrepid monk calmed his inquietudes, 
and perfuadedhim to ſhew himſelf in the ſtreets of Paris 
without his guards. The event juſtified the counſel. 
The cardinal flattered the people, and received nothing | 
but bleſſings. © Very well,” ſaid the capuchin to him, 
on his return, « was I not right to ſay, you were 
„ only faint- hearted, and that with' a little courage 
40 and firmneſs, you 1 re-eſtabliſh affairs.“ 

In fact, the face of things ſeemed to change; 
the count of Soiſſons, under the orders of Monſieur, 
retook Corbie from the Spaniards. But, alf àt once, 
the two princes formed a plot, of Which the ane 
Was to have been the victim. „„ 

It was "reſolved to ſtab him even in the king's houſe; 
as he ( came from the council. The moment was ar: 
rived, and the affaſſins only waited for the fignal, when 
Gaſton irreſolute, and trembling at the idea of an aſſafh+ 
nation, retired with: precipitation; thus Richelieu, with⸗ 
out knowing it, eſcaped the danger of inevitable death. 


The plot could not — remain concealed; the 
1 two 
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preſſèerent a offrir des ſecours au roi. Louis XIII, 
pour cette fois, quittant ſon. air morne et ſevere, 
donna audience A leurs geputés, les: regut avec un 
extẽrieur affable, et alla meme. juſqu's A embraſſer les 
ſavetiers, —tant Vadverfite humilie les hommes. . 

Dans ces circonſtances, Richelieu, conſternẽ des 
ſuites facheuſes d'une guerre qu'i 1 avoi onſeillée, .of 
en butte aux traits de la haine, fut fur le point de 
quitter le miniſtère. : 11 avoit pour confident le fa- 
meux P. Joſeph, Capuein, homme arrogant, abſolu, 
auſtzre, auſſi dur pour les autres que pour lui-méme, 
qu'il avoit employs avec ſucces. dans la plupart des 
intrigues de cour, et dans ſes négociations avec les 
cours Etrangeres, 6 7 — moine. intrepide calma ſes in- 
| quistudes, . et lui perſuada de ſe montrer dans Paris 


ſans gardes. Lieyenement juſtifia ce conſeil. Le car= 
dinal flatta le peuple. et. n'en recut Ane des benedjc- 


tions. be bien, lui dit le capucin à ſon retour, 
6 ne vous avois- je pas bien dit que vous n'etiez 
6 « qu) une poule mouillee, et qu' avec un peu de courage 
« et de fermets vous retabliriez. les e 8 ; 
de Soiſfons, ſous les, ordres de Monkieur, 1 reprit . 
ſur les Eſpagnols. Mais tout a coup ces deux princes 
formèrent un complot dont le cardinal devoit etre 
Ia victime. 

On avoit tẽſolu de le 3 chez le roi i meme, 
à la ſortie du conſeil. Le moment &toit venu, on 
n'attendoit que le ſignal. Gaffon irtẽſolu, et trem- 
blant x Videe d'un aſſaſſinat, ſe retira bruſquement; j 
et Richelieu, ſans le ſavoir. echappa au danger d'une 


mort inévitable. Le complot ne pouvant ètre long- 
temps Inorg, les deux e duittèrent la cour; 
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two. princes quitted the cgurt z but the cardina! ne- 
Sotiated an zegemmodation; and tlie king, to regain 
his brother, promiſed at laſt tw ronſect% his nm 
with Margaret of Lorraine. 


The Spaniards were driven, fem Pickin, and the 
duke of Weimar repelled the Imperialiſts, who had” 
even penetrated Burgundy, and fallen upon Guy: yenne, 

everthelefs there remained one great obſtacle 5 the 
fucceſs of arms, —the want of money. be money. 
edits were not fulfilled; Lewis XIII ſharp ly reproved 
the. deputies of parliament. 2 You ee. have need 
4 of you,” ſaid he, in a paſſion, « vou inttench your- 
« ſelves. ſtrongly, but! ſhall find 2 way 60 Ietaliate.” 
The ceconomy of Henry. I would haye been the] beſt 
of all reſources ; unfortunately , it did, not agree with the 
pomp « of Richelieu. The expences of his h houſe annu- 
ally abforbed four millions; 31: he lived like A 92 and 
eclipſed the ſplendour of the throne. Po tity will 
for ever reproach him for, not having managed, like 
Sully, the revenues of the ſtate, and for having wade 
ſumptuary laws for others, while he ſet no baunds t to 


his own. luxury. The exhauſted ſtate of, the [finances 


cauſed the loſs of the Valteline again. Not teceiying 5 
any ſubſidies, Rohan could not preſerve t nat impor- 
tant conqueſt, and retired to Geneva, for, fear, of 
paying by the loſs of his head, 45 others had. dope, 


the misfortunes cauſed by the neglect of the winiſter. 


The ambitious cardinat had the glory of the ſtats 
leſs ar heart than bis own intereſt. The little in- 
trigues at court gave him more inguistude than the events 
of war. A certain Jeſuit, father Cauſſin whom he had 


perſuaded the * appoint his conlelſor, becauſe he 


looked 
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mais le cardinal, nẽgocia un accommodement et 
le roi, pour regagner ſon frere,- promit enfin de 
conſentir a ſon mariage avec. gn Lor- 


raine. „ agu crime: 
Les Eſpagnols farent chaſſes de la Fragen et le 


duc de Weimar repouſſa les Impériaux, qui avoient 
peEnetre juſque dans la Bourgogne, et entamoient la 

Gujenne. Cependant il reſtoit toujouts un, grand 
obſtacle au ſucces des armes, — le beſoin d argent. Les 
Edits burſaux ne s'exécutoient point; Lovis XIII 

en fit des reproches tres-vifs aux deputés du parle- 
ment. Vous voyez que Jai affaite de vous,“ leur 
dit-il, en colère; © vous vous tenez forts; mais je 
© trouverai bien moyen d'avoir ma revanche.“ L'&co- 
nomie de Henri IV eilt été la meilleure de toutes 
les refſources; malheureuſement elle ne convenoit 

point au faſte de Richelieu. La depenſe de fa maiſon ; 
abſorboit ſeule quatre millions par an; il vivoit en 
roi, et Eclipſoit la ſplendeur du tr6ne, * La poſterite 

lui reprochera toujours de n'avdir point menage” 
comme Sulli les revenus de Vetat, et d'avoir fait pour 
les autres des loĩs ſomptuaires, tandis qu'il ne mettoĩt 
point de bornes a ſon propre luxe. Loe cpuiſement_ des 
finances fit perdre de nouveau la Valteline. Ne fecevant 
point de ſubſides, Rohan ne put conſtrver cette impor- 
tante conquete, et ſe retira a Geneve, de peur de payer” 
de fa ti te, comme tant d'autres, un malheur cauſe Par 
la faute du miniſtre. . | 
L'ambitieux cardinal avoit moins à gœur la i. | 
de Vetar que ſon propre interety De petites in- 
trigues de cour lui dohnerent. plus d' inquiétude que 
les Evenemens de la guerre. Un certain P. Cauſſin, 
Jeſvite, qu'il avoit donne au roi pour confeſſeur, parce 


Vol. II. | e qu'il 
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looked upon bim as af imple man, was near being the 
e of his ruin. | 
Lewis XIII was very far ua liking his) minifter, 
ee whoſe bands he would have readily taken the 
ſcepire he had entruſted to him. This devout mo- 
narch lent a willing ear to the inſinuating diſcourſe of 
His confeſſor. He liked to hear him declaim againſt 

the miniſter; they together pried into the very 

detail of his private life, which, in fact, was not 
the moſt edifying; they found it very bad, for in- 
ſtance, that he had miſtreſſes, that he never ſaid the 

breviary, though he had ſo many beneſices, &c.— 

Lewis was deſirous to ſhake off the yoke; ſcruples 

agitated him, and the confeſſor gained ground —but 

- 'Richelieu did not ſleep. He had ſrent of What was 

going on againſt him, and his geod fortune again 

ſaved him. In an interview which he had wikh the 
Eing, he eafily difſipated the impreſſiuns which the 
Jefuit had made on this flexible mind. Cauſſin was 

| exiled, and only drew upon himfelf the blame; of his 

| | Own fraternity. | — | 

| It was in one of theſe moments t ai pleaſure which | 

| 1 XIII often experienced, that a. 422 

N happened which plainly ſhews the nullity of the mo- 

| | nach, and the ſuppleneſs of the miniſter. One night 

| 

| 

: 


—— 


they came out together from a council, where the 
king had been obliged to yield to the abilities of the 
[| ' cardinal. The latter had placed himſelf - ſo as to let 
Ji + king paſs, (! Are you not the maſter here S aid the 

tlie prince to him, puſhing bim forward and rather 

out of humour, go, go firſt.“ 66] cannot,“ ſaid 

the adroit courtiet⸗ taking a flambeau from ole of the 
. pages, but in ſupplying, before your ogjeſty, the 
5 function of one of the moſt humble of your ſervants.” 
i 0 | | | In 
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qu'il le croyoit v un g ſimple, penla ct 15 la cauſe 
de fa perte. a 


i 210) 10 31 80 


II s'en falloit de ECTS que Louis/X HLaimit ſon 
I tains et il auroit voulu lui arracher des mains le 


eee, qu'il lui avoit confiẽ. Ce monatque devot prètoit 


volontiers Voreille aux diſcours inſinuant de ſon confeſ- 
N ſeur. Ilaimoit àl'entendre déclamer contre le cardinal; 
ils deſcendoient enſemble dans tous les détails de ſa vie 
priv, qui dans le fait n' toit pas des plus Edifiantes; ils 

trouvoient fort mauvais, par exemple, qu'il eüt des 
maltreſſes; qu'il ne dit point de bréviaire, lui qui 


avoit tant de ben fices, &c. Louis defiroit de ſecouer 


le joug; les ſerupules Pagitoient, et le confeſſeur ga- 
Anoit du terrain mais Richelieu ne s' endormoit pas. 
Il eut vent de ce qui ſe tramoit contre lui, et ſa honne 
1 le ſauva encore. Dans un entretien qu'il eut 
avec le roi, il diſſipa ſans peine les impreſſions que 
\lfooif6faite avoit- faites dans cet eſprit flexible, Cauſſin 
fut exile; et re e que le blame de ſa un 
compagnie. i Haq! i 


Ct dans un de ces momens de deplaifir que 


+ 711 
* 


Louis XIII E rouvoit ſoavent, qu ”arriva un fait qui | 


sine 


peint bien la nullite dv monarque, et la ſoupleſſe du 
Winch. Un ſoir ils ſortojent enſemble d'un conſeil, 
: vn le rol avoit eté oblige de deferer. aux lumieres du 
"Cardin inal | Celui-ci ſe 1 rangea pour | laiſſer paſſer le roi. 
N Ke Pas le maltre ch, lui dit ce prince, en 


. i, ant AVEC humeur, te paſſez, paſſez le premier.” 
bps, ele puis, répondit Padroit courtiſan, en 
Pfenapt un flambeau des mains d'un page, < quien 
WE liflant aupres de Votre Majeſté les fonctions 
| 7 DR humble de vos ſerpſteurs eee e 
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In the mean time, the war kindled by Richelieu's 
palicy, for a long time enflamed all Europe, without 


7 2 N 
\ 11 


1 in 1638, fixed fortope, by the victory of Rheinfeld, 


where: four of the Emperor 8 generals were made pri- 
ſoners. Condé, leſs fortunate, . failed at the ſiege of 
Fontarabia as he did at that of Dole. The cardinal took 
advantage even of bad ſucceſs to wreak bis vengeance, 
and ſtrengthen his, tyranny... The duke of la Va- 
lette, whom he diſliked, and Wiſhed to ruin, was 
in bis eyes the only cauſe of this reverſe, | He 
bad him tried by judges whoſe ways, he could direct. 

Lewis XIII, whoſe every motion was under. his di- 


rection, was ſo ſtrict as to preſide himſelf at the judg- 


ment, and after influencing the opinions of the Judges, 
was not aſhamed to pronounce the ſentence which 
the iniquity of his miniſter had dictated. La Valette 
was condemned and executed | in effigy ; but! in the. firſt 
years of Lewis XI Vth, this judgment, which could an! 
be conſidered, as a ſubverſion of law, Was annulled. 

To ſupply the expences of a ruinous war, the cardinal 
had. auginented the impoſts which were already ex- 
ceſuxe; this forced murmurs from that part of the 
people who. often ſpare from ther, own. neceffities to 
Furniſh / thoſe of the fate. 15 A reyolt, rather conſi- 
derable, appeared in Normandy in 1639, and the Par- 
liament of Rouen was laid under an interdiet for not 


| having ſhewn vigour enough againſt, the, ſeditious. 


Moderation, became a crime under a miniſter accuſ- 5 
tomed to obedience. „ 


. 


25 Noetyitutanding all theſe. obſiactes,. France had fi Ix 
armies in the field, and fortune. continued. to declare 


in n our of the Sehen To In 1640, the 
21 s {3 count 
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Cependant t 1a guerre, allume pat” la politique” de 
Richelieu, embraſoit depuis longtemps I'Eutope;! 
ſans avoir produit aucun ceensment decißf, lorſque 
Weimar, en 1638, flxa la fortune par la victoire de 
Rheinfeld, on "quatre generaux' de Fempereut furent 
fats priſonnjers. Condé, moins heureux, echoda 
au f Ege de Fontarabie comine A celui de Dole.” Le 
cardinal profitoit”, des revers méèmes pour ſervir a 
8 vengeance et effermit a tyrannie. Le duc de la 
Valette, qu Al n'aimoit pas et qu'il vouloit perdre, 
füt à ſes yeux 1a feule cauſe de ce mauvais ſucces. | | 
11 le fit 5 juger par des commiffaires dont il pouvoit | 
regler les demarches, Louis XIII, qu il faiſoit mou- 
voir comme il vouloit, eut la dureté de prẽſider lui- 
meme au jage went; et aprẽs avoir maltriſé les opi- 
nions des Juges, $11 n'eut pas honte de prononcer la 
ſentence e que Viniquite | de ſon miniſtre avoĩt didtee: 
La Valette fur condamnẽ et exécuté en effigie; mals 
il fit ahnuller, des les | orien années de Louis 
XIV, un u jogement qu'on F . e comme 
un 'refiverfemenit des lois, | 4010 
"Pour fobvehir aux frajs d'une guerre rainevuſe, le 
caidiiia avoit augmente des impöts deja exceſs; 
ils artache Stent des murmures à cette partie du people 
ul prend ſouyent fur fon necefſiire pour fournir aux 
beſvins de Pétat. Une tévolte aſſez confiderable Eelata 
ei Normandie en 1639, et le parlement de Roten 
fut interdit pour n'avoir pas mofitre aſſez de vigueur 
contte les ſeditieux. La moderation” devenoit un 
exime ſous un miniſtre accoutume'a etre obẽ i. 
Malgte tous ces obſtacles, la France et 1 ſix 
artntes en campagne, et la fortune continuoit à ſe 
decker en ave? des projets du cardinal. En 1640, 
os JU 5 8 le 
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count of 1 ok Turin j in ET of an n enemy” $ 
city 5 Ange was. 10 taken ji an army of Fr rench, 
and loſt its title to impregnable. This was not the moſt 
fatal ſtroke to the Spaniſh monarchy. "The, bad po 
licy of D' Olivares, the Richelieu of Spain, and ha 
intrigues of the cardinal, cauſed the, Catalonians to 
revolt, who ſhook off the Spaniſh, yoke, and gave them- 
ſelves up to France. This year was in ſome meafure 
fatal to the Spaniards; they beſides loſt Portugal, which 
Phillip II had ſeized upon in prejudice to the houſe of 
Braganza; an unforeſcen conſpiracy, which was alſo at- 
tributed to the policy of Richelieu, re-eſtabliſhed the 
dyke of Braganza on the throne, who took no other 
part, in this. revolution but to let bimſelf be crowned. | 
Thus Spain, too formidable under Charles V. was all 
at once enfeebled . to the will of the French 
miniſter, ,,,_ DS 
The cardinal Richelicn was every. 1 fame, 
every thing muſt yield to him. : The c court of Rome, 
the clergy, the parliament, as well as the nobles and 
the people, experienced the force of his. ower. With | 
many other grievances, which were c mplained of, 
the pope, Urhain VIII, had taken. it into his head © 
to ſend a nuncio extraordinary to # France... The | 
- biſhops, received. orders to hold no communication 
With Mr. Scoti, ſuch was the name of the n. nuncio, 
who being warned not to appear at court any more, 
had the boldneſs to ay, that the greateſt, part of the 
- biſhops, ef F rance would ſupport 1 the intereſts of the 
pope, in, preference. to thoſe of the king. Richelieu 
ſcorned this inſolent diſcourſe, and nevertheleſs aſſem- 
bled: the clergy at Mantés in 1641, to obtain pecu- 
| niary 


* 
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Je comte de Harcourt prit Turin à la vue Te armee 
ennemie, qui Paſſiegeoit lui-meme dans ſes lignes. 
La ville d' Arras fut auſſi emportée par utie arti 
F rangoiſe, et perdit fon nom d'imprenable. Ce ne 
fut pas le coup le plus funeſte pour la monatchie 
Eſpagnole. La-mauvaife politique d'Olivarès, te Ri- 
chelieu d' Eſpagne, et les intrigues du cardinal, firent 
TEvolter la Catalogne, qui ſecoua le joug, et ſe donna 
ala F rance, Cette année fut en quelque forte: fatale 
aux  Eſpagnols ; ils perdirent encbte le Portugal. 
Phih ippe Tl sen ẽtoit etmpare au prejudice de la maiſon 
de Bragance; une conjaration imprevue, dont on 1 
voulu aüſſi faire honneur à la politique de Richelieu, 
retablit fur le tröne le duc de Bragance, qui ment 
d' autre part à cette revolution que de ſe laifſer cou 
ronner.” Ainſi PEſpagne, trop redoutable ſons Chatles- 
quint, $aff6iblit tout a 1 au gre ay RON 
Francois. pos | 36 
Le cardinal de Richelieu Etoit par- tout le Los, 
4t falſoit que tout pliat ſous lui. La cour de Rome, 
le clerge, les. parlemens, eprouverent comme les 
grands et le peuple la force 88 ſon pouvoir. Outre 
19 griefs dont on avoit à ſe plaindre, le pape 
Orbain vill. s' ẽtoĩt encore aviſe d' envoyer en France 


un ' Nonce extraordinaire. Les EvEques eurent ordre 


de n'avoir aucune communication avec M. Scoti, 
e'ctoit le nom de ce nonce, qui, avert! de ne plus'Iſc 
preſenter 3 a la cour, eut la hardieſfe de dire que la 


Plupatt des kvẽques de France ſoutlendroiege' les 


Iinterets du pape preferablement * a ceux du roi. 
Richelicu 1 mepriſa ce propos inſolent, et wen aſſem- 


; bla. Pas moins le clergé x" Mantes, en 164 , pour 
btenir des ſecours peécuniaires n avoit grand 
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niary aids, of which he ſtood in great need. He failed 
not to ſet a value on the gratitude: of the monarch, 


who was diſpoſed to grant to the firſt, body of the ſtate 


every prerogative of honour and dignity which could 
yield a new luſtre. This was taking the clergy; on 
their, weak ſide; nevertheleſs the affair going on but 


lowly, the cardinal was obliged: to have recourſe to 


other methods; he exhorted, conjured, preſſed, threat : 
ened; he even ſhed tears to gain the preſident of the 
aſſembly. Ihe free gift Was agreed to by a plutality of 
voices; but the prelates Who bad refuſed to Ggn the 
reſolves, were exiled to their dioceſes; 1! 

On their part, the patliament reſiſted the will of the 


| court. The cardinal, piqued, held à bed of juſtice, 
where the King, after expreſſions of anger and indigr 
nation, ordained, as abſalute maſter, to enregiſter the 


thundering reſolves, which put, in ſome (meaſure, 


ſeals to his doſpotiſm. Some patriptie , Magiſtrates 


daring to lift up their voices, their places were, ſup- 


preſſed; the others, ſtruck with: terror, onregiſtered 


the edicts. | T102191Jhgorns-aig91191 -»þ 


While France triumphed over. her enemies abroad, 
new; troubles diſtracted her at home. Diven oto ex- 


tremity by the cardinal, the countſof Soiſſons gſtilli re: 
mained at Sedan, and being ſupperted by the dukeyof 
Bouillon and Guiſe, prepared bimſelf for a civil war. 


He had treated with Spain, and to be better informed 
of the plot, Richelicu wiſhed to engage a One | 


Gaſſion to pretend to embrace the coum's party. 
This brave officer would not exalt himſelf bar by 
honourable, means. I cannot give * more than 
ee le ſaid he to the, migiſter, . 1 will freely 
le it. for. Your ä but it is impoſſible I 


6 ſhould 


Cas XXWHI LOUIS! XIII. 148 
bpeſomn. Il ne manqua pas de faire valoir la recon- 
niflance du monarque, qui toit diſpoſé a accorder” 
aus premier Corps de Tetat toutes les pterogatives 
q honneur et de dignité qui pouvoient lui donner 
un nouveau luſtre. Cetoir! prendrè le elergẽ par 
ſun foible; néanmoins, affaire nne en longueur, 
le cardinabeſt-6bligs' d avoitf recours A i d'autres moye 
ens ; il exhorte,” conjure, - preſſe, menace; il verſe 
mme quelques larmes pour gagner le-prefident 40 
Pzſſtmblee:} Le don gratuit fut accordé à la plaralite 
des voin; mais les prélats qui avoient refuſt de 
ſigner la dEliberatioiy furent exilés dans leurs dioceſes, 
De ſom cõtẽ, le parlement rẽſiſtoĩt aux volontés de 
la cur. Le cardinal pique fit tenir un lit de juſtice, 
| r toi apres avoir fait entendre des Fate de 
colère et d'indignation, ordonna, en maftre abſolu, 
chenregiſtrer des declarations onen nee qui met 
toſent en quelque ſorte le ſceau à ſon deſpotifmic. 
Quelques magiſtrats patriotes osèrent élever la volk, 
leurs charges furent ſupprimées; les autres, frappẽs 
de terreur, enregiſtrèrent. 59103 24 
Pendant que la France triomphoit de ſes ennemis 
au dehors; de nouveaux troubles dechiroient ſon ſein. | 
Pvuſſé à bout par le cardinal, le comte de Soiſſone, 
toujours rfugiẽ à Sedan, et ſoutenu par les ducs de 
Bouillon et de Guile, ſe preparoit a la guerre civile. 
Uavoit! traité avec ' Eſpagne, et pour etre mieux 
inſtruit du complot; Rieheljeu voulut engager le co- 
lonel Gaſſion à feindre d' embraſſer le parti du comte. 
Cr brave officier ne 'vouloit SElever que par des'voies 
hotiorables. Je! ne puis vous rien donner de plus 
i que ma vie,“ dit-il au mimiſtre, . Je I perdrai 
Se e ſervice de votre Eminence; mais 
5 i; ot ?? 66 il | 
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„ ſhould facrifice my honour for you.“ „ That's 


% enough, replied the cardinal, © your fortune will 
« ſuffer for it, but you will not loſe my tftcem.” 


Gion kept the ſecret, Richelieu advanced him. 


Nevertheleſs the rebels were already at the head of 
a numerous army. The (marſhal of C hatillion, who 
commanded that of the King, gaye them battle at 
Marfee, in 1641, and. was beaten, The count de 
Soiſſons periſhed in the midſt of his victory, nor. was 
it ever rightly known by whom, or in what manner he 
was killed. His death rained his party, The duke 
of Bouillon, to preſerve Sedan, haſtened to make an 
accommodation; but at the moment of ſwearing peace 
to the cardinal, he was « formjog 2_new plot againſt 
him. 

© Richehen, ealous ö of wrden welle de la Fayette, 
whom the king honoured with his confidence, had 
obliged her to retire from court. Having likewiſe cauſed - 
tlie diſgrace of madame de Haute fort and mademoiſelle 


de Chemeraut, whoſe credit gave him umbrage, he 


had ſubſtituted in their place the young Cinqmars, 
ſon of the marſhal d'Efflat, and taught him how to 
captivate the heart of the king Cinqmars was ſoon 
raiſed to the office of malte 0h the horſe.—Ambi- 
ion no ſtifled every motive of gtatitude in him, 
He deteſted his benefactor, who pretended to govern 
Him, atid had but little more love for the monarch, 
whoſe ſerious and melancholy turn ſtood very mucli 
3 way of his taſte for luxury and pleaſure. 

; This ſentiment he did not diſſemble, not even to 
ahi king,——it was a continual ſubject of dif] pute between 


them; yet the favourite was got leſs beloved. — ſo 
eden the weakneſs of the prince given him aſ- 


cendancy | | 
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il ne m'eſt pas poſſible de lui facrifier mon hon- 
« neut.“ © C'eſt aſſez,“ reprit le cardinal, © votre 
% fortune en pourra ſouffrir; mais vous ne perdrez 


« pas mon eſtime.“ Gaffion garda le ſecret, Riche- 
licu Vavanga. Cependant les rebelles étojent deja 
i la tote d'une armée nombreuſe. Le marechal de 
Chatillon, qui commandoit celle du roi, leur Iivra 


bataille à la Marfee, en 1641, et fut battu. Le comte 


de Soiſſons perit au milieu de fa victoire, ſans qu'on 
ait jamais bien ſu par qui, ni comment il fut tue. 
Sa mort ruina ſon parti. Le duc de Bouillon, pour 
ſe conferver Sedan, ſe hàta de faite un accommode- 
ment; mais tout en jurant la paix an cardinal, il 
tramoit une nouvelle conſpiration contre lu. 


Richelieu, jaloux de mademoiſclle de la Fayette 
que le roi honoroit de fa confiance, l'avoit obligee de 


fe retiret de la cour. Ayant de meme fait diſgracier 
madame d' Hautefort et mademoiſelle de Chemeraut, 
dont le credit lui portoit ombrage, il leur avoit ſub- 
ſtitué dans la faveur du roi, le jeune Cinqmars, fils 
du maréchal d' Effiat, et lui avoit appris la manière 
de captiver le cœur du roi. Cinqmars fut bientòt 
Eleve à la charge de Grand- Ecuyer.— Alors l' ambition 
etouffa en lui la reconnoiſſance. II deteſtoit ſor 
bienfaiteur, qui , pretendoit le  maitriſer ; it n'aimoit 
gueres- plus le monarque, dont le ſerieux et la triſteſſe 
genoient extremement. ſon. gout pour le luxe et les 


N | | Seduit 
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cendaney! Seduced y the hope of ſupplanting the 
miniſtef, he excited the duke of Bouillon to à revolt, 

and drew into his party the duke of Orkantz dhe 
was always ready to league himſelf withou; intereſt, 

againſt the court. They ſent an emiſſar- into Spain, 
and concluded a treaty in the nanie of the biother- of 
the king, to deliver up France to his enemies. Never 
was a conſpiracy condufted with greater fecrecy and 
prudence. Lewis XIII was gone in perſon to make a 
conqueſt of Rouffillon. Cinqmars, Who ace>{tipanied 

him in the expedition, and whoſe credit was more than 
ever eſtabliſhed, already triumphed," and budy de- 
manded the diſmiffion of the cardinal. It was reſolved | 
on ;—and very nearly had the intrigues of a young fa- 
vourite of two and twenty, deſtroyed the power of the 
| Miniſter, which the cabals of the queen and the princes 

had not been able to ſhake, 

Richelieu, who was ill at Taraſcon, no longer doubted 
of his diſgrace. His good fortune again drew him from 
danger. A copy of the treaty concluded by the factious 
with Spain was brought to him; he gave notice of it to 
the king, and this quite changed the face of affairs, 
Cinqmars was arreſted at Narbonne, and the duke of 
Bouillon in Italy, where he commanded the army of 
France. The proſecution of the conſpirators. was in- 
ſtituted at Lyons, under the eye of the ''minifter, 
Other proofs were wanted for their condemnation; 
Gaſton was not aſhamed to furniſh them, in order to 
obtain his own pardon. This prince, a rebel through ca- 
price, and facrificing his friends through cowardice, 
humbly ſubniitted to live like a ptivate perſon; wich- 
out guards, without government, and without credit, 


The duke de Bouillon erktjented himſelf by the loſs of 
bis 
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Séduit par Peſperance, de ſupplanter le miniſtre, il 
excita duc, d, Bouillon a la reyolte,, et attira dans 
ſon parti le duc d'Orleans, toujours pret à ſe liguer, 
ſans. in ,ret, contre la cour. Ils enyoyerent, un ẽmiſ- 
| faire en Eſpagne, et conclurent, au nom du frere du 
roi, un traté qui livroit la France à ſes ennemis. 
Jamais c p ration n'avoit 6:6 conduite avee plus 
de ſect; et de prudence. Louis XIII etoit allé, 
en perſonne, fai 2 a; conquete du Rouſſillon. Cing- 
mars, qu rchmpagnoit dans ce voyage, et dont le 
cr6dit 6toit mieux Stabli que jamais, triomphoit déjaà, 
et demandoit hautement la retraite du cardinal. Elle 
toit rſolue et pęuis en fallut qu'une intrigue trame 
par un je ne vori de vingt- deux ans, ne detruiſit la 
pujſſagce. du miniſtre, que les brigues de la reine et 
ef mayoient pu é branler. 

Mud kon bet 
95 Wives malade a; L. e ne 1 plus de 
ia, &iſzrace,, 4; fortune, le tira encore de ce danger. 
On ui apporta,. une copie du traité conelu par les. fac- 
nie ux avec Eſpagne il, en donna avis au roi, et tout 
changea de face. \Cingmars fut arrete. a N arbonne, e et 
le due de Bouillon en Italie, omil, commandoit £ ary 
mace de France. On inftroifit A, Lyon, ſous les yeux 
du miniſtre, le proces; des conſpirateurs. On ayoit 
hefoin de nouvelles preuves pour les condamner; 
Gaſton n'eut pas honte de les fournir, pour acheter | 
ſa propre graces; Ce prince, rebelle par caprice; et 
facritiant ſes amis par Jachete, ſe ſoumit humblement 
a vivre en fimple par! culier, ſans gardes, ſans gou- 
vetrnement, ſens credit. Le duc de Bouillon en fut 
duitte pour ſa e My Sedan, qu'il .ceda au 
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bis principality of Sedan, which he ceded to the king, 
and. for which he afterwards received, in exchange, 


po. 3 


eſtates c of More conſiderable revenue. Cingmars, a 
victim to his own ambition, was beheaded in 1642. 
De Thou, his friend and confident, underwent the ſame 
intelligence. After the exccution, the cardinal having 
received advice of the taking of Perpignan, wrote 
thus to the king : Sire, your enemies are dead, 
55 and your arms are in Perpignan. It i is faid that 
Lewis XIII, knowing about what hour Cingmars 
was to ſuffer, kept looking, from time, to time at his 
- Watch, and ſaid: Within one hour hence, monſic eur 
« Le Grand will paſs his time unpleaſantly. „Lewis 
XI would, perhaps, have conceated this pleaſure. 
Theſe were the laſt victims. which Richelieu fa- 
crificed. Worn out by ſickneſs, he took the road to 
.court, being carried. in a fort of Palanquin, on the 
ſhoulders of his guards, He died at Paris in 1642, 
Aged 58 years, ſtill occppied by the project of ſe- 
guring for himſelf the regency, after the death of 
Lewis XIII; the decay of his body had not di- 
miniſhed the vigour of his mind. Continuing his 
mypocriſy to the laſt, he deſired to receive the Sa- 
crament, and he called God to witneſs, that! in the 
courſe of his miniſtry, * & he never had any. other view 
13 than the good, of religion and the ſtate,” —The public 
"Aid not give him ſo favourable | a teſtimony. Great 
depth in his e 1 great force i in their execution ; ; 
as much hypocrily, pliancy and cryelty, as pride, am- 
bition and avarice uch was his character. When 
? the news of his death was brought to Lewis, Xt: 


There's a, great politician dead,“ laid be, coolly,— 
a very 
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roi, et pour laquelle on lui donna en Echange, par la 
ſuite, des terres d'un revenu plus conſiderable. Cinq- 
mars, victime de ſon ambition, eut la t&te tranchee, 
en 1542, De Thou, ſon ami et ſon confident, ſubit 
1 meme peine, pour navoir pas revele le traité dont 
1] avoit connoiſſance. Apres Pr execution, je catdinal 
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ayant 7 Tecu la nouvelle de la priſe de- Perpignan, 
ecrivit au roi: Sire, vos ennemis ſont - * morts, et 
vos armes ſont dans Perpignan.” On raconte que 
1 Sr Xi ſachant 3 a-peu- Pres Pheure de Pexecution 
& Cingmars, regardoit de temps en temps à ſa montre, 
et. diſoit: „Dans une heure d'ici, M. le Grand paſſera 
4. mal ſon temps. Louis XI ent redo diffimuls 
ce plaiſir. | 

Ce furent les dernières victimes que Richelieu 
immola. Accablé par la maladie, il prit le chemin 
de la cour, porté dans une eſpece de palanquin; ſur 
les epaules de ſes gardes. Il mourut a Paris, en 1642, 
"Age de 58 ans, tout occupe encore du projet de 
"vaffurer la regence apres le ttépas de Louis XIII 
Pepuiſement du corps n*dtoit rien a la vigueur de ſon 
eſprit. Pouſſant Vhypocrifie juſqu'au bout, il voulut 
:  Feceyoir le Viatique, et il prit alors Dieu 4 tẽmoin 
due dans le cours de ſon miniſitre, il mavoit 
. jamais eu en vue que le bien de la religion et de 
e lte stat.“ —La voie publique ne lui rendoit pas un 
| temoignage $i flatteur. Beaucoup de profondeur 
dans ſes projets; beaucoup de force dans P'exẽ- 
cution; autant d'hypocriſie, de ſoupleſſe et de cru- 
auté, que d'orgneil, d' ambition et d'avarice tel 
toit fon caractère. Quand on apporta à Louis 
XIII la nouvelle de ſa mort: „ Voila un grand 
00; politique de mort,” dit il froidement ;Eloge. bien 
2 
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a very feeble. eulogium, and which proves that this 
prince as much deteſted his miniſter, as he admired 
tis plans and maxims. The famous Peter the Great, 

czar of Ruſſia, had a very different idea of this mini- 
niſter. In his travels to France in 1719, at the fight 
of Richelieu's mauſoleum, in the church of Sorbonne, 
he exclaimed, in a tranſport of enthuſiaſm: O great 


man! if you were alive, I would give you one half 


of my empire, to ſhew me how to govern the other.“ 
It was becoming in a chief of barbarians, ſtill fe- 
rocious in himſelf, thus to break out in ecſtaſy: before 
the ſtatue of a ſanguinary deſpot, whoſe rigours juſtified 
the exceſſes which he himſelf committed; —a Titus 


| or a Marcus Aurelius, would have turned away theic 


eyes from à man who was great only, ſor himſelſ, 


but would have looked with complagenan.on a Soger 


13 + > Wa 2 


or a Sully. 
The queen - mother, Mary de Medicis, died at + Co- : 


logne, i in indigence. Lewis XIII did not long Farvive 
her. Leaving only two children under age, he had 


ſecured the regency, with fome. xeſititions, to to the 


quien his wife; but. no i was 97 to un will 


after his death. 5 


3375 Fee * 


i bee 


enmpbstieally Isids that Lewis K [H*-find-the-eptenting 


throne of Henry IV, and prepared the wonders of 
the age of Lewis XIV. This eulogium belongs much 


leſs to him than to Richelieu, who was actually the 
reigning perſon; the other was always governed, and 


very likely he would have been only the ſport of the 


factious, of bis unworthy favourites, and of ſome miſ- 
treſſes to whom he gave bimſelf up though devoid. 
of baer if he had 8 Is ſupported by an im- 


moveahle 


* 
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foĩble/ et qui prouve que ee prince dẽteſtoit autant ſon 
miniſtre, qui en goutdit les plans et les matitiies, 
Le fameux Pietre le Grand; czar" de Ruſſie, avoit de 
ce miniſtre und idee bien diffẽ rente. Dans ſon voyage 
enn France en 1717, à la vue du mauſolee de Richelieu 
dans Peglife de la Sorbonne, il '8*6cria,” tranſports 
entheufiaſme: O grand homme! fi tu vivois, 
qe te donnerois la moitié de mon empire, pour 
% mapprendre” x gouverner Fautre.“ II Etoit' digne 
dun chef de burbares, feroce encore lui- meme, 
de er ainſi devant la ſtatue d'un deſpote ſani- 
guinnire, dont les rigueurs juſtifioient les excès 
aunquels lui - meme s'ẽtoĩt portẽ: un Titus et un 
Mate · A ur le euſſent detourne leurs regards de deſſus 


un homme qui ne fut grand que pour lui-mème, is | 


les autoient fix6s avec complaiſnce . un Suger ou 


un Sulli. 5 o a 


1 0 


1 © 


| A pins e "Marie de Medicis, 'mourut 3 3 Co- 
58 de e dae Vi indigen ce. Louis XIII ne lui furvẽcut 
1 Ne laiſſant *c que deux enfans en 
ige, v. ayoit aur h regence 4 la reine ſon 
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tp zuſe, en en y mettant neanmoins quelques dong 
mais ſa yolonte ne fut r rien apres ſa mort. 


Qpelques hiſtoriens, flatteurs ſerviles det 
ont dit avec emphaſe, que Louis XIII affermit ts 


tone encore Ebranlé de Henri IV, et prepara: les 


_ metrveilles du ſidele de Louis XIV. - C'eſt moins faire 
ſon. loge que celui de Richelieu; celui-ci regna 
vbritablement, l'autre fut toujours gouverué; et 11 
n'edt été vraiſemblablement que le jouet des factieus 


de ſes indignes favoris, et de quelques maitreſſes & 


qui il ſe livroit ſans 9 il nlavoit eu pour 
_ Vow . | "I 
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moveable miniſter. But was it neceffary that ſuch a 
miniſter ſhould have deſpotifm rooted im his heart as 
it was in his head, that he ſhould miſuſe his ſupe- 
rior talents to enflave his country, that the abuſe of 
laws, injuſtice, violence, and cruelties ſhould have 

© cauſed the crown rather to be feared than tefpeRed ?— 
Richelieu's adminiſtration impreſſed terror, it would 

have excited only admiration, had eee * 
as it was rigorous. 10 . 

A very ſingular circumſtance, which may afford am- 
ple ſcope to a reflecting mind, is, that at the ſame 
time the arbitrary government of the "Engliſh king, 
Charles I, exaſperated the minds oF his ſabje&s, who 
violently ſtruggled to annihilate his power, ryranni- 
cal meaſures were ſucceſsfully employed in France, to 
ſtrengthen and increaſe the power of the ctown. Now 
how long can a power endure, the foundation of which 
is laid upon fear, as its ſtrength depends upon the 
ſcaffold and the block? In vain does 155 proud oak fix 
its roots deep in the earth, —in vain it ſpreads 1 its bran- 
ches far and wide, it raiſes its lofty head to the ſkies. 
Its majeſtic height i is for a time the *rhathent of the 
foreſt; but no ſooner does its thick foliage wither 
the trees around, when alone and infulated it becbmes 
the ſport of ſtorms; tlie cloſer ate its boughs, 
the greater liold it gives to tlie unchained witids 
that aſſail it on every fide; àt laſt, not being able 
to reſiſt their impetuoſſty, it tombles, and leaves an 
immenſe” abyſs, the dimenfion of which is the very 
extent of its roots. Such will be the fate of 'deſpo- 
tiſm in France: it had exiſted there for many ages, 

without having yet artived at its full grotth, on ac- 
count of the troubles and commotions which agitated 


ts 9 Henry, congueror of his ſubjeas, re- 
planted 
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5 ſoutien un, 1 miniſtr e. inébranlable. f Mais lc falloit-il 
que ce miniſtre et le deſpotiſme dans le coeur 


comme dans la tete, — qu'il abuſat de ſes talens 


Auperieurs: pour aſſervir ſa patrie, que abus des lois, 
les injuſtices, les violences, les cruautes fiſſent pla- 
töt craindre que reſpecter la couronne Le miniſſère 
de Richelieu imprima la terreur; il n'auroit ex- 
citẽ que de Padmiration, . $'il elit. été auſſi TE 
que rigoureux. | 1 
i obe cixconſtance fort ſingulière, et be peut four- 
nir matiere à beaucoup de reflexions, c'eſt que dans 
le temps qu'en Angleterre | le gouyernement arbitrairs 
de Charles I, rẽvoltoit les eſprits, et qu'on s'y agitoit 
violemment pour ancantir le pouvoir de la couronne, 


en France on ſoit venu à bour,d 'affermir et d. augmenter 
ce pouvoir en employant la tyrannie. Or quelle peut 


Etre la dure, d'un, pouvoir dont la crainte fait la baſe, 
dont la fores rede dans Ia hache du bourreau ? C'eſt 
en yain que le chene orgueilleux jette des racines pro- 
fondes, qu il tend au loin ſes branches, qu il porte au 
ciel une tete altière. Sa cime majeſtueuſe eſt pour un 
temps bornement des forẽts; mais ſitöt que ſon 
feuillage Spais a Stouffe les arhres d'alentour, ſeul 
et iſols, il deyjent le jouet des orages; plus ſes 
rameaux ſont touffus, plus il donne de priſe aux 


yents.dechaines qui l'aſſaillent de toutes parts; à la fin, 
ne pouxvant reſiſter à leur violence, il tombe, et laiſſa 


apres lui Us; vaſte gouffre, dont la meſure eſt 
ng meme de ſes racines,} Tel ſera, en France 
le ſort dy. deſpatiſme: il y regnoit depuis des fiecles, 


laps, p6anmoins ayoir pu prendre encore toute, 1a 


©rg)flanca,, 3 canſe des troubles et des commotions 


gui P agltplent;mele, bon Henri, vainqueur de {es ſujets, 
X 2 le 
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planted it amongſt them, althongh in many reſpects 
their father: this we have ſeen Richelieu ſtrengthen 
and manure with blood; this we ſhall ſee under Lewis 
XIV reach the clouds, and aſtonith the univerſe: -e 
ſhall fee it under Lewis x V ſhoot forth into an / infinity 
of branches, which will choke all principles of honour 
and juſtioe : but under Lewis XVI, obliged to yield to 
the redoubled efforts of pattiotiſm and reaſon, it will 
unexpectedly fall, and in its ruin cruſh all thoſe WhO 
had the temerity to repoſe themſelves under its ſhade, 
Reſtored to their rights, the French will rear in its place 
the ſtandard of liberty; will eagerly ſtrive to make the 
arts of peace flouriſh upon a ſpot, the ſubſtance of 
-which one ſingle tree devoured, at the ſame time ren- 
deere it ſterile by its pernicious ſnade. 

In the age of Richelieu, an ain 
Tonſpirel to hinder the love of truth, the moſt rigorovs 
ordinances deſtroyed the liberty of the preſs; it was 
no longer permitted to think or write; but with the pri- 
vilege of the king. Notwithſtanding which, the human 
mind began to diſpel the clouds of error and barbariſm. 
Malherbe and Corneille laid the foundation of French 
Poetry. Deſcartes baniſhed the abſurdities of the 
ſchools, and opened the way to truth by wiſe inveſti- 
gation. Grotius in Holland ſowed the firſt princi- 
ples of the precious rights of man, and his works were 
in England cultivated the young ſhoots of an infinity 
of uſeful knowledge, but prejudice every where ex- 
emed its tytammy. | Deſcartes was accuſed of atheiſm 
hecauſe e had higher notions of God: and nature, 
"thaft his weak aceuſers.”” It is ſcareely to be credited 


tliat the e of Paris at that time forbid, 
2101 4 under 
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pres -parmi eux, quoique leur pere à beaueoup 
d'egards :—on' a vu Richelieu l'arroſer de ſang, pour 
mieux laffermir: on le verra ſous. Louis XIV attezndre 
aux nues, et tonner univers: D , Louis XV, ſes 
ram aux ſans nombre õtoufferont tout principe d'bon- 
neuret de juſtice: mais ſous Louis XVI, oblige: de 
c der aux efforts redoublẽs du patriotiſme et de Ia raiſon, 
il tomhera tout à coup, et éëcraſera par ſa chute ceux 
qui avoieint eu datẽmèritẽ de ſe repoſer ſous ſon ombre. 
een retavlis dans leurs droits, arboreront à 
ſa place llètendard de la liberté, et s'empreſſeront_ de 
e les arts de la paix, dans une terte dont 
un ſeul arbre deyoroit toute la ſubſtance, en mme 
temps qulil la tendoit ſterile” par wy; ergo I” 
nicieux. Sb&Al 2n01oirmtag 7 
e eee eee geele ah fer on put | 
go ndit llamour de la veritẽ, des ordonnances rigoureuſes 
detruiſitent la libertt de la preſſe; il ne fut plus permis 
de pen ſet ot d ecrire qu' avec privitege du roi. Cepen- 
dant l'eſprit humain commenqoit a uſer de ſes droits 
pour diſſi per los tẽnòbres de la barbatie et de l'erreur. 
Malherbe et Corneęille oroient en quelque ſorte la 
pbdeſie en France. Deſcartes foudroyoit les abſurditẽs 
de Ferole, et /ouvroit; par un doute ſage le chemin de 
la vérité: Grotius en Hollande jetoit les premiers 
- principes des Aroits · prẽcieux de lhumanité, et ſes 
obvfages etoſent la lecture ordinaite du grand Guſtave. 
Bacon en Angleterre cultivoit le germe d'une infinité 
de eck dear — Mais les prejuges m_—_— 
Apis qu'il aboit de, nds idges de Deen el de la 
nature; qus ſes imbecilies accuſateurs. A peine pent-on 


cloite eee parlement de Faris defgndit | 


Went, * 3 | alors, 
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under pain of death, to teach any doctrine contrary to 
that of Atiſtotle. The trial of Urban Grandier, 
curate of Loudun, condemned in 1634 to be burat 
for having, it was ſaid, bewitched a whole con- 
vent of nuns, is a celebrated monument of the ig- 
norance of our anceſtors, though Richelieu's hatred 
had directed the proſecution. This ignorance dictated 
unjuſt laws, and made thoſe unhappy peaple periſh 
in torments whom they falſely ſuppoſed culpable. No- 
thing can make us more ſenſible of the neceſſity and 
advantage of ſcience, than to look back to the abuſes 
and miſeries from which it has redeemed the human 
ſpecies. Hels 
The cardinal de Richelieu was not a learned man, 
but he knew well how to do without being ſo; in effect, 
it is ſufficient for a miniſter to encourage and protect the 
ferences, he is not obliged to poſſeſs, nor even cultivate 
moſt of them: but what is extraordinary; the cardinal 
held in eſteem neither ſcience nor the learned. He had 
ſtudied theology a little in his youth, becauſe, being 
deſtined to the church, it was neceſſary to him; and, 
at that time, to gain eecleſiaſtical preferment, it was 
Fequifite to maintain a theſis againſt the Calviniſts; 
-the cardinal had therefore compoſed, or, at leaſt, had 
Aſſrſted in the compoſition of ſome works of this kind, 
"which he got printed with much pomp and magnifi- 
cence; at the Royal Printing- Office. He was at the 
expehce of caſting Hebrew, Chaldean, Syrian, Copht 
and Arabick characters, to make a Polyglot Bible, in 
the manner of that which did ſo much honour to the 
cardinal Xi menes: but he underſtood no language but 
the French and the Latin; ſearcely had he read our 


5 eg authors. He was ignorant of hiſtory, had no 
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alors, ſous” peine de la vie, e une doc 

trine contraire à celle d? Atiſtote. Le proceès d Ur- 

bain Grandier, curé de Loudun, condamnt au feu 
en 1634, pour avoir, diſoit- og, -enforcele,, tout un 

couvent de religieuſes, eſt un monument ctlè bre de 

Fignorance de nos ancëtres, quoique la haine de 

Richelieu et: dirigé la procedure. Cette ignorance 
dictoĩt des lois injuſtes, faiſoit përir dans les ſup- 

plices. des malheureux; qu'elle ſuppoſoit fauſſement 
coupables. Rien ne peut nous faire mieux ſentir la 
nẽceſſitẽ et les avantages de la ſcience, que de voir 

les abus et les n. dont elle a dclivre. le ae 

humain. oP * 
De (cardinal nenn pas 5 et 
pouvoit: bien ſe paſſer de l'etre; car il ſuffit qu un 
miniſtre protege les ſciences, il n'eſt pas oblige: de 
poſſeder ni de cultiver la plupart d'entre elles ; mais, 
ce qui eſt extraordinaire, c'eſt que le cardinal ne 
_ faiſoit! aucun cas de la ſcience ni des ſavans- II 
avoit ẽtudiẽ un peu de Theologie dans ſa jeuneſſe, 
parce quit tant deſtine à l'ẽtat ecclẽſiaſtique, elle luĩ 
ewit!:neceffaire; et qu'alors pour faire fortune dans 
Fégliſe, It falloit pouvoir ſoutenir- theſe contre les 
Oalviufſtes; aufſſi le cardinal. avoit-il compoſé, ou 
du toins eu part à quelques ouvrages de ce genre, 
qudusfit imprimer avec beaucoup de faſte et de ma- 
gniiicence à l' imprimerie royale. Il fit la dépenſs 
de faire fondre des caractères Hæbraiques, Chal- 
daiques, Syriaques, Cophtos et Arabes, pour impri- 
mer une Polyglotte dans le goũt de celle qui a fait 
tant d'honneur au cardinal Ximenès: mais il 7 
'favoit- abſolument que le Latin et le Frangois; 
5 15 555 . lu nos auteurs profanes. II 5 
nba{uor 5 * 5 | 88 
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knowledge of antiquity, and knew nothing at all of 
either natural philoſophy 2:07 - Mathematicks z thus 
did he never recompenſe thoſe: who applied them 
ſelves to the ſtudy of theſe: ſciences. Neicher the ac- 
curate, ſciences, nor t | of nature, made Ay pro- 
greſs during his adminiſtration, or, rather, his reign. 
He encouraged the arts, but it was to make them ſerve 
his luxury. He eſtabliſned an academy of grammar, 
elaquence and poetry; this he did, becanſe he loved 
and pretended to write poetry. For this neither 
ſtudy nor knowledge is neceſſary: genius alone is 
ſuffcient; in which it muſt be acknowledged the 
cardinal de Richelieu was not wanting, and it was eaſy 
for him to ſupply the want of habitude in ſuch 
kind of compoſition, becauſe he had poets at the court, 
who wiſned for nothing better than to put rhyme and 
meaſure to his thoughts. | 299103q 29} s omit 5 
This academy, eſtabliſned in 1638, and ſince known 
under the name of the French Academy, has rendered 
a greater ſervice to the nation, than the cardinab at 
firſt imagined. | Abilities being exeited, were de- 
velopped in a little time; example and mutual 
art of literature led to that of knowledge, and theſe 
two arts ſuggeſted, the pleaſures of the mind, the 
delic: cy, of ſentiment, and the love of what is good, 
true and uſefal. The cultivation of the mimd prepared 
the triumph of xeaſon, the reſult» of which would 
in time undermine that arbitrary power which 
Richelieu had taken ſo much pains to ſtrengthe. 
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| Phiſtoires ne ſavoit pat um mot des antiquités; et 
rienidu tout en phyſique ni en mathématiques; 
auſſi at- il jamais rẽcompenſẽ aucun de ceux qui 
s' y appliqubient. Les ſciences exactes et celſes de 
la onature ne ſirent aucun progits ſous ſon miniſtère, 
ou ſi l'on veut, ſous. ſon règne. II encourägedit 
les arts, mat c ẽtoĩt pour les faire ſervir à ſon 
luxer 147 etablit une Academie de grammaire, d'elo- 
| quence et de pogſie ; mais cet parte qu'il ai most le 
vers, et qu'il prẽtendoit en faire. Il ne faut pour 
cela aucune étude ni aucun acquit, mais ſeulement 
du gẽhieſ on conviendra que le cardinat de Riches 
lieu wen manqudit pas; et il lui stoit fort ait de 
ſupplérr à Phabitude de ce genre de compoſition, 

puiſqwit-/avoit à fa cbunr des poëtes qui ne de- 
mandoient pas micus que de mettre la mefure et 
la rime a ſes penſees. 2111. offt eiii of gutem 
Oette acadtimie, ẽtablie en 1635, et ebhnue depuis 

ſous le nom d Academie Frangoiſe, à rend i la 
nation un pluß grand fervice que le cardinab ne ſe 
Fimagindit. Les talens excités ſe devbloppꝭrent en 
peunde temps? exemple et les ſecours mutuels 

rendirent qleurs progrès plus rapides; Part d'cerirb 

conduiſit à Fart de penſer; et de ces deux arts ha- 
quirend les plaiſirꝭ de Feſprit, 1a deélicateſſe du ſens 

timent, amour du beau, du vrai de Tutile.. LE 
culture de eſprivipreparoir le triomphe de la raiſon, 
dontde refulter devoit Etre & la Longus de Tipper & 
pouubir arbitraire que Richelieu aveit pris tant de 
peine ber of entsq dom oO} 148) SU uollogorft 
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THERE. are few. ſovereigns who had ſo much oc- 
J cafion to be pleaſed with their ſubjects as Lewis 
XIV; there are few. of them, however, who m:rited 
leſs from their people. But the French, wearied of 
the tyrannical yoke of two miniſters, who ſimilar to the 
ancient mayors, had rather regarded their own great- 
neſs than that of the nation, exulked that they ſhould 
at laſt be governed by a king panting for glory, and, 
as ĩt were, animated with the noble deſire of promoting 
their happineſs. Hence ſprang eſteem, confidence, 
zeal, fidelity, and a ſubmiſſion which never altered. 

This young monarch, born in 4638, began in the 
weakneſs and troubles of a. ftormy minority, a, reign 
that was to carry the regal authority tothe higheſt degree 
of abſolute power; — ſo true it is that there is nothing 
ſo favourable to deſpotiſm as anarchy; and that no ſoon- 
er did liberty degenerate into licence, than the people 
who ſhall have broken their chains, will themſelves 
forge new ones and more heayy. The queen- mother, 
Ann of Auſtria, had, by act of parliament, the abſolute 
regency; and the limits which the late king had ſet at 
his death were buried in oblivion. The queen changed 
the council in what manner ſhe judged moſt proper; 
ſne began her regency by putting an entire confidence 
in people the moſt incapable ; afterwards ſhe appointed 
eardinal Julius Mazarine prime; miniſter, who, though 
a forezgner,, became maſter of the go ernment of the 
ſtate. Richelieu had been acu-in.d with him in 


Shes n the war in Italy, where witneſs of Ma- 
| zarine's 
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Ly a peu de ſouverains qui ayent eu autant à 
fe louer de leurs ſujets que Louis XIV; et c- 
pendant il en eſt peu qui ayent moins merits de 
leurs peuples. Mais les Frangois, lafſes du joug ty- 


nannique de deux miniſtres, qui ſemblables aux anciens 


Maires, avoient eu plus à cœür leur propre grandeur. 
que celle de la nation, s'applaudiſſoient avec tranſport 
dietre enfin gouvernes par un roi avide de gloire, et 
anime en apparence du noble defir de les rendre' 
heareux : deli naquirent Feſtime, la confiance, le zèle, 
la fidelite; et une ſoumiſſion qui ne ſe dẽmentit jamais. 15 
Ce jeune monarque, ne en 1638, commenga dans 

la foibleſſe et dans les troubles d' une minorité ora- 
geuſe, un regne, qui devoit porter la puiſſance royale an 
comble du pouvoir abſolu; — tant il eſt vrai que rien 
n'eſt plus favorable au deſpotiſme que Vanarchie, et que 
ſi une fois la liberté degenere en licence, le peuple qui 
aura” briſs ſes chaines, s'en forgera lui- mme de 
nouvelles et de plus peſantes. La reine-mère, Anne 
d' Autriche, eut, par arret du parlement, la regence 
abſolue; et le conſeil etabli par le feu roi, pour 
la limiter, fut ancanti. © La reine changea ce con- 
ſeil comme elle le- jugea à propos. Elle commenga 
ſa regence par ſe confier entièrement a des gens de 
la plus grande incapacité; enſuite elle nomma pre- 
mier miniſtre le cardinal Jules Maaarin, devenu des- 
lors, quoique stranger, maitre- du gouvernement de 
Ferat,' Richelieu l'avoit connu en Italie pendant la 
| nad de * témoin de ſon habileté dans les 
négociations, 
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zarine's abilities for negociations, he had afterwards 
ned him in France as a man capable of ronding his 
views, and managing the affairs with addreſs.,.,,. 
Lewis XIII had left two ſons, Lewis and Philip. 
Mazarine, who bore them a paternal affeftion, took upon 
himſelf the ſuperintendence of their education; but for 
particular reaſons, he endeavoured, even with the con- 
ſent of the queen- mother, to viriliſe tlie 8ne, and effe- 
minate the other. Lewis being of a noble Nature, 
ſupple and vigorous, ſucceeded. perfectly well in his 
exerciſes; already overawing, without difdain; —ſeri- 
ous, though not humourſome, —lie commanded reſpect 
at an age when it is cuſtomary only to pleaſe. — Philip 
had in affability what his brother had in majeſty. He 
was permitted and encouraged to indulge bis taſte for 
finery, and the attire of the fair ſex. The queen- 
mother liked to ſee him dreſſed as a girl, and permitted 
him to ſhew himſelf publicly in this manner, fur- 
rounded by young courtiers diſguiſed like him. 2 Asfor 


= Þ ©" 


2 5 , In Fr ſeven hieves, eh ue bed c 
cauſed. to come from Italy, perfettly ſeconded bim; 
one eſpecially, Mary Mancini, who Me not, however, 
a prodigy of beauty; but being fourteen or ffteen 
years ld. and having large black eyes, 4 fine ſet of 
teeth, much wit and | premature coquetry, did not find 
It difficult to ſmite an unex perienced herr, Which,” as 
the proverb ſays, ſought for a maſer. 
Gallantry did not prevent Lewis from apply ng 
Himiſelf to acquire the knowledge and accompliſhments: 
neceſſary * Aſtoniſhed at his progreſs, 


4 | ; Mazarine, 


Gude XXXIV. LOUIS "XV. 155 


negociations, il Tavoit fixe enſuĩte en France, eottinie 
un homme capable de Werft age fes vues, et de mamier 
habilement les affaires. ie s e goigenrim Das eder 


J. bas 2 41 A 


45 'Lo uis XIIt Ayoit, ie deux gls, Louts. et Philippe 
e qui avoit pour, eux une affection de pere, 8 'Etay 
t, ſurintendant_ de leur Education; mais pour des 
wy particuliere ils appliqua, de Faye meme. { ela 
reine-mère, à eee un, et a effẽminet P AUT. Louis, 
a une taille avantsgeuſe, ſouple et vigoureux, reufſi doit 


parfaitement, dans. ſe 8. exerciſes. Deja impoſant, fans 
1 fans air d. 'humeur,—il attiroit le r ber 


Dee 


rewe qu'i il le monträt aink 15 0 en⸗ 


1 
Tops de j Funes courtiſans trayeſtis « comme Jui, our 


1 > T0 


et,de peut a, la repreſentation n ne 72 ennuyst, 0 7 
a fohappde, 2 oli; Liſfenes, le cardinal hh fois 


27 *> 3K, 


Jinvgſtir d amuſem emens propres a le Tetenir "dans Ia 2 
dependance. En. cela, ſept nieces qu "il avoit | "fair 


44442 


AE Allie, le freqnderent parfaitement; ute entre 


11580 


utres, 148 Mancigj. qui n Etoit cependant pas un 


e e beauté: mais avec quatorze ou quinze 


Ans, de A grands, yeux en eit de belles dents, de 
Hepprit et wee erk k inge He a, 21 
Aiffigils; ge tqugber, un, un ceur, neuf, 1 99s, © f 
dit, cherchoit maisce: . « 19] 1dguot 2 ½ʃ „ out 

L palanteric nempechoit: pas Louis de s'applhiquer 
A xequerir des connojflances et. les qualitẽs inccef- 
Aalres à fon tang . Eronn de Jes: progres} Maria, 
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Mazarine, who had pried into his character, ſaid, 1 
« find in him hat would make four kings, and one ho- 
1 neſt man. ”—Did he think it four times more difficult 
to be an honeſt man than a king? He did not ſpare 
him the hardſhips, inſeparable from the firſt e 
of war. No equipage; always on horſeback ; 
table provided from him ; he boarded with the ae 
he was not more ſpared in caſes of danger, and was 
permitted to viſit the trenches, to run to the ſkir- 
.miſhes, notwithſtanding the ſhower of balls thawfe!l 
about him, but which however, created him no aſtoniſh- 
ment. He made his firſtcampaign in 1654, at the age of 
ſixteen, under Fabert, and the next under Turenne. 
At his return from theſe campaigns, in which there 
were always ſome exploits which proved honourable 
to the prince, and were related with complacency, 
one may eaſily judge how the young monarch was 
received i in an idolatrous court, to which he brought 
back j joy and pleaſures. Lewis XIV did not content 
himſelf in his youth with being an idle ſpectator of 
theſe amuſements, he Hked to take an active part in 
them amidſt his courtiers, whereby they became more 
animated, and more agreeable | to himſelf and to his 
people. The queen and cardinal drew a kind of 
vanity from the applauſes which his grand mien and 
noble countenance never failed to excite, when he 
appeared i in public. They gave the entertainments of 
carouſals, cavalcades, races at the rings, the coſtume 
of which recalled the remembrance of the ancient 
chivalry. All the moft gallant gentlemen, at court, 
magnificently dreſſed and riding fine horſes, paſſed and 
repaſſed under the balconies where: the ladies ſtood. 


N finery enhanced the beauty of the entertainment. 
| Which 


% 
B25] 209 
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qui 'Pavoit approfondi, diſoit: Je trouve en lui 
&« de quoi faire quatre roĩs, et un honnete homme.“ — 
Croyoit-il qu'il füt quatre fois plus difficile tre 
honnete homme, que d'tre roi? II lui fit faire ſes 
premieres armes aſſez durement, Point d'equipage; 
toujours a cheval, meme en route: point de table; 
i mangeoit chez le general. On ne le mẽnagea pas 
plus ſur les dangers. On le laiſſoit viſiter les tran- 
chees et courir aux eſcarmouches a travers les balles 
et les bovlets, qui tomboient autour de lui, fans 
qu il en Paret Etonne. II fit fa premiere campagne 
en 1654, a age de ſeize ans, ſous Fabert, et h 
ſuivante, fous THORN: ©) ; 1 


Au retour de ces eimpagnes, dans leſquelles il L 
paſſoit toujours quelques faits A Thonneur du prince, 
le "jeune monarque étoit regu dans une cour idolätre, : 
od il ramenoir les Pplaifirs, Dans fa Jeuneſſe, Louis 
XIV ne le contentoit pas d'*tre ſpeQateur des feres, 
il aimoit ay figurer auec ſes courtiſans; par-la elles 
devenoient plus animées, plus agréables i lui-meme 
et ay | peuple. | Ta reine et le cardinal. tirgjent” une 
«fp deb de vanite des applaudiſſemens q qu *excitoient tou- 
| jours, quand il paroilſoir en public, ſon grand air 
ens grace, On donnoſt des earröuſels, on 
£8, des 'cavalcades, des courſes. de baghs, dont 1* 
colturne rappeloir le ſouvenir de. Tanefenne che vg 
lerie,” Tout ce quit il 5 avoit de plus alant à 4 
<our,” f perbeent habitle et mo nite 5 I Tarantige, 
e paſſoif « et re palſoit tous le balcon des als. 'El} 7 
COR Rabel ol par "eur parure 4 14 beauté du C. 
tacle, ct” y Jeb Gel de Tintéret pat les fentimen 
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which they rendered more intereſting by the ſeeret 
ſentiments and the adventures alluded to upon the 
devices of the chevaliers. T6 Red VTeanal at 
Balls like wiſo very often took place, to which ſome- 
times the public were admitted, at other times a few 
pri vate perſons. In order to embolden the king, who 
was rather ſhy in the company of perſons unfamiliar 
to him, the queen had ſuffered ſuch 2 frredom to be 
there introduced, which greatly ſurpriſdd thoſe who 
recollected how ſtrictiy formakties were kept under 
Lewis XIII, and Richelica bis” miniſter. Mazatine, 
very different from him, in order, as it were, to atone 
for his puiſſance, called gaiety near the throne; and 


ſometimes diſplayed a eee, unprecedented in 


France till his time.. ; THOTK Heli imdb 163 9.3 
The prudent” Nanni juſtified RicheHeh's choice ; 
but ſoon experienced how dangerous it was de Faceted 
bim. The war undertaken: againft*he Auftrian power 
only to weaken it, had been the occafiory of inutmur 
to the nation for a long time, who böre the ''expences 
without ſeeing the neceſſity of it; The plan of the 


late reign was till purſued; and glorious victories ren 


dered the French name till more and more reſpectable. 

The Spaniards beſieged Roctoi ; che dull of Eughen, 
afterwards prince of ' Conde,” an here of twenty-two 
years old, gave them battle, in ſpite of the orders of 
the court, and deſtroyed theſe veteran UN wa 
were eſteemed the beſt troops in Europe. 


The next year, 1644, he defeated the Trperalits a at 
Fribourg. The battle laſted three days; and, as ſome 
Hiftorians-relate; Condé, to animate the troops, throw | 
e of . into the intrenchments of the 

4 1 enemy, 
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ſeersts, et les r les doviſes des 


cheyaliers faiſoient, allpfon . oils bog el e 
On donnoit auſſi fort Wer des bals, tatmtöt 
ouzerts à tout le monde, tantöt bornes- a quelqͥ ues 
Privilegiss. Pour enhardir le roi, un peu timide 
avec les petſonnes qui ne lui étoient pas fami- 
lieres, la teine y avoit laiſſẽ introduire une liberté, 
ttonnante pour ceux qui ſe rappeloient la ſeverite 


de Ltiguette, ſous Louis XIII, et Richelieu, ſon 


migiſtre. Mazarin, bien différent de ſon 1 
comme sil et, voulu faite excuſer ſa puiſſance, 
_ ,appaloit la gaité auprüs du tröne, et y joignoit 
quelquefois une ger, e e ou Frants 
e, d du on flugem u Gy ane 


Le prudent Taben wwoit juſtifies le ht de 41 55 


chelieu : mais iI E prouva bientot combien il Etoit 
Kangereux, de lui, ſucceder. La guerre entrepriſe 


contre I puiſance!) Autrichienne, uniquement pour 


| Laffaiblir, faiſoit depuis long-temps murmurer la na- 


qui en portoit des charges, et nien ſentoit point 
On ne laiſſa pas de ſuivre le pla du 


diode, 

la, nee ite. 
decnier rgne tet des victoires tclatantes rendirent 
lea nom Frangois de plus en plus teſpectable. Les 
Eſpzanols aſſiẽgeoient Rocroi; le duc d' Enguien, 


dans a ſuite prince de Condé, heros de vingt · deux ans, | 


leur liura bataille, malgré les: ordres de la cour, et dc 
truiſit ces Seeed pe en Ta] 
terie de PEuropes:., ee Doc! p13 bus 


mn >a i Seed og a, def les Lund A 
Fribourg. La bataille dura trois jonts; etſuivarit 
le, rappott de quelques hiſtoriens, Conde, pour animer 
les — de commandement dans-les 
Vos, II. 55 retranche.. 
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enemy, and to fetch it attacked them ſword in hand. 
Though the pummel of his ſaddle was carried away 


by à cannon-ſhot, the ſheath of his ſword broken 


by a muſquet- ſhot, yet the impetuoſity of his cou- 
rage equalled that vivacity of genius, which al- 
ready e him — to the greateſt men of * 
time. 

The 0 Turenne, whoſe reputation was 8 
yet ſo brilliant as that of the duke of Enguien, who 
was much younger than himſelf, had been ſurpriſed 
by general - Merci, A! Mariandal: The victor of 
Rocroi marched to his aſſiſtance; and, in 1645, gained 


the battle of Norlingue, where Merci was killed. 


In 1646, he took Dunkirk, that place of ſo much im- 
Portance to the kingdom. He was fent! afterwards to 


| Catalonia to beſiege Lerida, | which the Spaniards had 


retaken : this ſiege he was not able to; ſupport for 
want of ſuccour. His ſervices already excited more 
jealouſy than acknowledgment, and tlie enemies of 
his glory wiſhed that he ſhould miſcarry; but in 1648, 
he gained the famous battle of Lens, to the fucceſs of 
which Turenne, his rival for glory, much contributed, 


without exciting his jealouſy. After many bloody : 


conteſts, the detail of which would fill volumes, the 
treaty of Weſtphalia reſtored tranquillity to one part 


of Europe; It ſet proper bounds to the power of the 


emperor, and fixed the claims of the different princes 
of Germany; at the ſame time confirming the Pro- 
teſtants of that country in the poſſeſſion or eccleſiaſtical 


lands they had uſurped. 


Though Mazarine had affected in the ns: as 


much modeſty and mildneſs, as Richelieu had ſhewed 
n and cruelty, he was, notwithſtanding, the 


Fo object 


/ 


C REXIV) LOUIS XIV. the 
retranthements de l'ennemi, et courut 1 om 


Vepes ala main. Le pommeau de ſa ſelle fut 2 
un coup de canon, le fourreau de ſon pe briſs d' un 


coup de mouſquet 3 mais l impẽtueſite de ſon e, 


egaloit, cette vivacite de genie, qui le rendoit deja 
ſupẽ rie ur aux plus grands Homer: de guerre de be 
ſiècle. 11 
Le maréchal de Turenne, dont la reputation: mit 
pas encore auffi brillante que celle de - Conde, beau< 
coup plus jeune que lui, 8'<toit laifſe: ſurprendre 
par le general Merci, à Mariendhal. Le vainqueur 
de Rocroi marcha à ſon ſecours, et en 1645, gagna 
la bataille de Nordlingue, oũ Merci fut tu. En 1646. 
1prit> Dunkerque, cette place fi importante au roy- 
ayme; On l'enroya enſuite en Catalogne faite le 


ſiẽge de Lerida, que les Eſpagnals avoient repriſe; il 


n'y reuffit point, faute de ſecours. Ses ſervices ex» 
citoient deja plus de. jalouſie que de reconnoiſſanee, 
et les ennemis de ſa gloire dẽſiroĩent qu'il echouat;; 
mais en 1548, il gagna la fameuſe bataille de Lens; 
au ſuccbs de laquelle Turenne, ſon rival de gloires 
contribuz beaucoup, fans qulil en congut:neanmoins 
de la jalouſie. Apres plufic urs expëditions meurtrières, 

dent les détails rempliroient des volumes, le traité 
de Weſtphalie retablit le calme dans une partie de 
| Europe, Il mit des bornes Etroites au pouvoir de 


Emperrur, fixa les droits des diffetens princes 


d' Allemagne, et aſſura aux Proteſtans de ce pays la 
poſſeſñion des biens ann _ ne s ẽtoient 
emparés. ein in 45 abrighk 
Quoique Mazarin kü affeck, a. Ie commence= 
__ ment;/autant-de modeſtie et de douceur, que Richelieu 
eg r hauteur et de cruautẽ, il Folk. Fobjet du 
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— of Publie ha hatred. They could not pardon, a 


- Forgigner being poſſeſſed of that immenfe fortune 


which rendered him maſter of the ſtate. Though he 
was truly amiable, they ridiculed his perſon, his man- 


8 ners, and his bad pronunciation —and ridicule in 


France is capable. of producing very ſerious effects. 
Some pecuniary ediQs ſent to parliament excited a ge- 
meral murmur. Two magiſtrates, who had more warm- 
Iy oppoſed ſome meaſures of the court, were arreſted 
with an eclat fit to ftir up the people. This event ſoon 
put the capital in flames; anda preiate, as much given 
to libertiniſm as he was to faq ion, the codjue⁰οrf of 


5 Paris, afterwards cardinal of. Retz, was the great in- 


cendiary in this rebellion. In leſs than two hours 
there were in Paris more than twelve hundred barri- 
cades, behind which, the citizens in ſafety. fired upon 
the ſoldiers. The two magiſtrates were releaſed by 
force; and the Frondeurs (that was the name given 
to the ſeditious) only became more audacious. They 


bad at their head the prince of Conti, the duke of 


Beaufort, grand- ſon to Henry. IV, the duke of;Bouils 
Ion, and the marſhal of Turenne, his brother; but 
Conde was for the court. A ſmall ſpark: lighted, up 
ciyil war, and never was any thivg more aten 
than its principles and events. . 

5 1 parhament, buen en of Fe 
a $:which favoured the war; and: a biſhop em- 
iole genius to foment diſcord, without any 


one pretence of xcligion./ Lewis XIV; who had juſt 
given laws 10 Europe by 'the-treaty of , Weſtphalia, 
was 'obliged 10 leave. his caplial. Condé befieged it, 


and the parhamentraiſed-trbops-for its defence, Mean- 
while _ "avoids on: eee ol cheſe eircums- 
4 40 S ſtances # 
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méptis et de la Hine publique. Om ne perdbnnvit 
point à un Stranger cette fortune immenſe qui le 


rendoit maitre de f'etat. Qgoiqt'il füt reelemerit 


uiawble] diy jetoit du ridieule ſar ſa perſonne, fur ſes 


mamikres ſut Ta mauvsiſe prondneiation; — et le ridi- 
cule en France peut devenit tres-{crieux'par: ſes effets. 
Qelques Edits" but ſaux, envoyés au | parlement, ex- 
ctetent un ett general. Deux magiſtrats, qui avoient 
opine avec" plas de foree que les autres contre les 
meſures de ld cour, furent arrtẽs avec un Eclat propre 
a ſoulever le peuple. Cet cvenement mit bientöt la 
kapitale en eombuſtion; un prelat, auſſi factieux que 
Ubertin, le coadjuteur de Paris, depuis le eardinal de 
Retz; attiſa le feu de la revolte. © En moins de deux 
heures, il y cut dans Paris plus de 1200 barricades; 
derer leſcuelles les bourgeois en futeté tiroient 
ſur les troupes. II fallur rendre les deux magiſtrats; 
et les Frendeurs; c'eſt ainſi qu'on nomma les ſẽditieux 
Went devifirent” que plus hardis. Hs avoient a” feur 
tete le prince de Conti; le duc de Beaufort, petit-fils 


de Henry IV, le coadjuteur, le duc de Bouillon, et 


le maréchal de Turenne ſon frète; mais Condé eroit 
pour la cour! Une &@tincelle alluma la guerre civile, 
et jamais it n'y en eut de . WW Waere, "ies 
principes ni dans ſes evEenemens. © | 


On vit de Parlement, 'entraine par la ec "M 25 


factious, rendre des arrers pour favoriſer la guerre; 


er un ereque, emp yer tout ſon génie à fomenter la 


diſcorde, ſans aucùn pretexte de religion; Louis XIV; 


qui venoit de donner des lois a FEurope par le traité 


de Weſtphalie, fut contraint de ſortir de fa capitale. 
Conde afficgea Paris, et le parlement leva des troupes 
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16 LEWIS XIV. CA XXXIV, 
ſtanees but the fear of ſeeing them very ſoon in France, 
produced an accommodation. ee eb 1 Ti 
place, and the parliament its authority. 28 
Some time after, the prince of Conde, not 8 


| himſelf well recompenſed for his ſervices, inſulted the | | 


miniſter, braved the government, and united himſelf 
with the prince of Conti, his brother, and the duke de 
Longueville, his brother-in-law. The qucen arreſted 
theſe three princes, as if the government was ſufficient- 


y confirmed to ſupport ſo hazardous 2 ſtep. The 


people, equally blind and fickle, celebrated their im- 
priſonment by bonfires, Parties were, however, very 


ſoon formed to draw them out of priſon ; and the par- 
liament made acts againſt Mazarine, whom i it baniſhed 


for his life, That miniſter, deſirous of rendering 
himſelf popular by the deliverance, of the inet, went | 
he ion from them nothing der contempt. 

At length, yielding to the violence of the ſtorm, he 
quitted the kingdom, without loſing any of his credit 
with the queen, who, ſtill directed by his advice, pre- 
tended to be reconciled with the prince of - Conde, 
Vivacity preyaited over this hero; he ſuffered himſelf 
to be led away by perfidious counſels, and haſtily quit- 


ted the court. Guyenne, of Which he was go- 


vernor, declared itſelf for him, with a conſiderable | 
8 of the ſouthern provinces. 5 

At the firſt ſignal of civil war, in 1652, Mazarine 
rel entered Franes at the head of en thouſand men. 
"Meanwhile his life was put at a certain price by an act 
of parliament; : who, though determined to purſue the 
"miniſter, yet at the ſame time proclaimed” the prince 


of Conde, his enemy, Luer, of nien treaſon. He was 


401: oy 


leagued 


# 
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| jonctures mais la crainte de les voir bientõt en F rance, 
produiſit un accommodement. 0 conſerva fi 


place, et le parle ment ſon autorite. ,. Shy be 


G Aue temps apres le prince de Cana, fe 499555 
wel recompenſs. de ſes ſervices,” in! 
b 227 le Souvernement, et I unit avec le prince de 
Co ntl, ſon-frere, et le due te Longueville, ſon beau- 
frere. La reine fit arreter ces "trois princes, comme f 
le ouvernement. £ Etoit aſſez ferme ſoutenir une de- 
marche 11 bafardeuſe, | "Le peuple, Egalement aveugle 
et volage, cefebra leur detention par des feux de 
joie; in Vester il ſe forma des partis pour les 
irer de prifon.” Le patlement langa des arrets contre 
Wa et le bannit i perperuite.” Ce miniſtre ſe 
voulant faire honneür de la delivrance des princes, 
117 lui meme les mettre en berth, | et ne e de 


ur part que da mepris. 
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Cedant fn 3 à Porage, it 58 G Lans 


nion perdre de fon credit auprès de la reine; qui, 


toujours dirigte par ſes conſeils, feignit de ſe rEconci- 
lier avec lle prince de Condé. La vivacitt emportoit 
ce heros: ill ſe laiſſa entraĩner par de perfides conſeils, 
et quitta bruſquement la eour. La Guienne, dont il 
toit gouvetneur, ſe dtclara pour 20 avec une e 
partie des provinces en eee | 


nd premier Ggnal . de 14 guerre cinta, en 1652, 
Mazarin xentra en F range a la tete de ſept mille 
AA 8a tëte n'en, fot pas moins miſe Aa, prix 


n arrẽt du parlement, obſtiné a a pourſuiyre le 


moiſt tandis gu il declaroit, criwinel de 18ſe-majefts 
I prince « Conde, ere. iniſt 8 Conds 


50 85. 43 34 8 toit 


ta le miniſtre, : 
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hOK, LEWIS; XIV. Cant XXEIV; 
leagned with the Spaniards, and T urenne had abandon - 
hem to) ſetrs the court. Theſe two great men 
tried their ſtrength at fut at Gien, Where Turenne 
ſayed the king and royal family; afterwards undet the 
walls of Paris, at the batile of St Antoine, ſo cele - 
brated for the valour of its combatants, andi the addreſs 
of its generals. Condé, being inferior in number, 
had been vanquiſhed, if Mademoiſelle, daughter of 
| Gaſton, duke of Orleans, had not-cauſed the cannon of 
the - Baſtille to be fired upon the royal army. This 
< cannon, has juſt killed her huſband i Jays Mazarine, 
ſpraking - of that princeſs, * who deſired an eſtabliſn- 
„% ment worthy of her birth, and who, from. that 
“ time, was forgotten by the king.” 

Though Lewis XIV | bad//attained+ to the age of 
majority, the parliament declared the feeble Gaſton 
Heutenant-general of the kingdom; always unſtable 
through character, but now fixed by the preſence of the 

prince of Conde, In order to puniſh the parliament, 
= court transferred. it to Pontoiſe. Some of its 
members obeyed; the greateſt number acted in oppo- 
- ation to the court. The king faerificed! again his 
miniſter to the good of the country. The departure 


ef Mazarine.appeaſed the troubles.) Paris returned to 


its obedience; and Conde ſought an aſylum in the 
Low Countries, where the king of Spain made him 
generaliſſimo of his army. 


The Fronde diſappeated as ſoon as the king had entered 


Ants his capital: He relegated bis uncle Gaſſon at Blois, 
| here this prince died, having never merited either 
the, eſteem due to a good ſubject, or the reputation of 


the head of a party; always fact ious, without courage, 
eee . for himſelf, 


X992 | - and 


CHAS EXKINY LOU 18) XIV. * 


$*6wir ligub avce les Eſpagnols, ex Turennè les uvoit 
abandonngs pour ſervir la cour. Ces Jon” Stands 


hommes meſurètrent leurs | forces,” dabord à Glien, 


od Furenne& fauva le roi et la famille royale ee 
ſous les murs de Paris, au combat de ſaint Antoine, 
cklèbte pur la valeur des combattans et par Thabilets 


des gẽnraux. Condẽ tres-inferieur'en nombre, eũt ẽts 


vaineu fi Mademoiſfelle, fille de Gaſton, due d' Orléans, 
neüt fait tirer le canon de la Baſtille ſur rarmẽs 


roylle. Ce canon IA vient de tuer ſon mari,” dit 


Mararin; en parlant de cette princeſſe, ** qui” defiroit 

6% um &tabliſſement digne de ſa ee et 9 des. 
e perdue dans e du roi.“ 2 

Wett 0447 70 ne % Al 

> e Louis XIV eüt Gin rage ca 
e ee declara br u b e du royaume 
le fbible Gaſton, toujours flottant par caractère, mais 
-fix& alots par la preſence du prince de Conde.” Pour 
punit le parlement, on le transſera a Ponteiſe. Quel- 
ques- uns de ſes membres obéirent; le plus? grarid 
_-npmabre ſe roidit contre la cor. Le roi ſaeriſia de 
nouveau ſon miniſtre au bien de la paix. Le dEpart 
de Mazarin appaiſa les troubles. Paris tentra dans 
Lobẽiſſunce; et Condè ehercha un aſyle dans les Pays- 
bas, oh le roi Pn es le fit ee en bs 8 55 
arméc.. nis 5 10 a of lt onde. 

r 2100 1 Inn 312428 

1 Fronde dilparer 455 que le roi Ratet ute Gene 
i kapitale. II relégua ſon onele Gaſton à Blois, bd 
es prinee finit ſes jours; n'ayant jamais métité ni 
'eſtime due à un bon ſujet, ni la reputation de chef 


de parti; toujours factieux ſans coufsge, et fans 


ermote ; eraignant tout pour * et rien pour 


br | | ceux 
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and nothing for thoſe who ſerved him. The coadju- 
tor, raiſed. to the rank of cardinal by his, intrigues, 
more audacious: than the duke of Orleans was timid, 
braved danger by ſhewing himſelf at court, He Was 

ſent to priſon. He was releaſed ſome time after on 
giving up the archbiſhoprick of Paris; and after having 

played ſo great a part, was no more any thing in the 
ſtate. He lived in his retreat, where he was the de- 
light of his friends. 


As for Mazarine, the object 61 fo much hatred and | 


conſpiracy, he returned to Paris i in triumph. Ihe | 


people, and even the parliament, received him with the 
greateſt honours; the prince of Conti married one 
of his nieces; in fine, by dint of pliance and patience, 


be became as abſolute as Richelieu —a worthy con- 


cluſion of an abſurd war, which, in fome reſpeQs, de- 
ſerved only to be written in burleſque verſes, as Conde 


ſaid, though having played his part in IG. The 


cabal of this prince had been called, the party of Pelli. 
maltres, becauſe they wanted to make themſelves maf⸗ 
ters of the ſtate. The name of petit-maitre, applied, in 
theſe days, to the youth preſumptuous and ill brought 
up, with that of frondeurs, which is beſtowed upon the 
cenſors of government, are the only remaining traces 
of theſe troubles. _. 8 
The Spaniards availing themſelves of the madneſs 
| 'of the French, had already retaken ſeveral towns. 
- Turenne ſtopped them; he obliged/ the prince of 
Condè to raiſe the ſiege of Arràs; this prince, beſides 
the misfottune of fighting againſt his native country, 
experienced much diſpleaſure 1 in the ſervice of Spain. 
Ss obſtinate a War had exhauſted the two nations, 
who bath ſolicited the alliance of Cromwell, though 
; 216 


- * 


* 


Cir. XXXIV. LOUIS XIV; 
ceux qui | le ſervoient. Le coadjuteur, parvenu ay 
cardinalat par ſes intrigues, plus audacieux que le due 


d' Orleans n'ẽtoit timide, brava le danger en ſe mon- 


trant à la cour. On Venvoyaen priſon, Il en ſortit 
quelque tems apres en ſe démettant de Varchevechs 


de Paris, et après avoir joué vn fi grand role, il ne 


fut plus rien dans I'stat; il vou dans la rermita 
et y fit les delices de ſes amis. KEE 5] 


Pour Mazarin, Fobjet de tant de haines et de con- 
ſpirations, il revint a Paris comme en triomphe. Le 
people, le parlement meme, le regurent avec les plus 


grands honneurs; le prince de Conti époufa une de 


ſes nieces; enfin, à force de ſoupleſſe et de patience, 
il devint auſſi abſolu que Richelieu; — digne concluſion 
| d: une guerre abſurde, qui a certains Egards ne meri= 
toit d' etre Ecrite qu en vers burleſques, comme le 
diſoit Conde, apres y avoir joue ſon role. On avoit 
| app cle. la cabale de ce prince, le parti des petite maitres, 
parce qu' "ils vouloient ſe rendre les maſtres de Tetat. 
Le nom de petit-maitre, applique aujourd'hui 3 Ia 
Jeuneſſe, avantageuſe et mal élevée, avec celui de 
Fondeurs, qu'on donne aux cenſeurs du gouyernement, 
ſont les ſeules traces qu, foient reſt6cs de ces trou- 


— My 


8 you ” 


Les Edagnole,: profitant de la folis Foy F Tis. | 


. deja repris pluſieurs villes. Turenne les 
arrèta; il fit lever le ſiẽge d' Arras au prince de Condé, 
qui avec le malheur de combattre contre ſa patrie, 
0 ons RR Rte au . de ee 
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266 LEWIS XIV. Cr4y; XXXIV. 
abborring, his flagitious deed. This audacious hypo- 
crite,. at the head of dark enthuſiaſts, under the veil 
of religion, under the maſk of liberty, exerciſed in 
England the moſt frightful of deſpotiſms, - popular 


deſpotiſm. After having ſacrificed his prince, and 


after having eauſed his crown to be offęredito himſelf, 
in order to. gratify his pride in refuſing it; he had 
arrogated to himſelf a monſtrous authority, and had 


| rendered bimſelf more than a king: under the title of | 


Protector. On tbis ſubje& is mentioned the reply 
of Lord Lockart, whom he” had ſent to the court of 
France, in quality of ambaſſador, and who was there 
received with all the honours due to that title. One 
day as the marſhal de Villeroi, governor of Lewis 


XIV, was diſcourſing with this Engliſhman, he aſked: 


him why Cromwell, inſtead of aſſuming; the title af 
ProteQar, had nat cauſed: himſelf to be declared King. 
. _Monficur,” . replied . Lotkart, , wer: Evgliſhmen 
% know the extent of the prerogatives of a King, and 
limit them accordingly; but we are ignorant af thoſe 
* of a Protector. Lockart was right; new titles are 
neceſſary to exerciſe ne power. Nevertheleſs, Crom 
well, notwithſtanding all his horrors, poſſeſſed eminent 
talents, which were deſirable i in a prince, endowed with 
amiable qualities ;—they, might perhaps have ſecured 
him from the ſcaffold. Every body agrees that Eng- 
land was never more reſpected, her political intereſts 
better underſtood, and her commerce more ffouriſning, 
than under the adminiſtration of the Protector. The 
crowned heads endeavoured to draw him into their par- 
.ty;—ſo much does policy ſometimes overcome becom- 
ingneſs. Mazarine, by. dint of pliancy, decided him 
againſt the Spaniards; and the condition of the treaty 
wind that Charles II ſhould be abandoned. 
| Ig 


Cur; RKXNIVI EGUIS N. 166 
Cromwell, dont neanmo ihs elles abherroient P attentat. 
Cet hypoerite audacieux; A la tete de ſombres enthou- 


ſiaſtes, ſous le voile de la religion, ſous le maſque de 
la liberté, exergoit en Angleterre le Plus affreux des 


deſpotiſmes.—le deſpotiſme populaire. * Apres” avoir 


immolé ſon prince, après s'en Etre fait offrir la cou- 


ronhe, pour avoir Horgueil de la refuſer, it s'etoit 


arrogé une autorité monſtrueuſe, S toĩt rendu plus 
doe roi ſous le titre de Protecteur. On cite à ce 
ſujet la reponſe'de Lord Lockart, qu'il avoit'envoye 
2 la cour de France, en qualite d'ambaſſadeur, et qui 
; 7 fut regu avec tous les honneurs dus à ce titre. 
Un jour que le mart chal de Villeroi, gouverneur de 


Louis XIV, cauſoit avec cet Anglois; il lui demanda 


pourquoi Cromwell, au lieu d'avoir pris le titre de 
Protecteur; ne 40 ktoit pas fait declarer Roi. Mon- 
<-ficeur,” lui répondit Lockart, nous autres Anglois, 
© nous ſavons jufqu'on-doivent $'Etendre les prẽro- 
g gatiyes d'un Roi; et nous les bornons; mais nous 
bag cnet quelle peut etre Petendue du pouvoir d'un 
τ rotecteur.“ Loeckart avoit raiſon, i faut de nous, 
veaux titres pour exetcer un nouvegu potyoir, 'Crom- 
well, .cependant, malgré toutes ſes horreurs, avoit 


des quatites:6minentes, que Pon auroit- de fu ces dans 


un prince qui en avoit d'aimables ;—elles Vaurojent, 
pent-Tire: garanti:de Pechafaud. Tout le monde con- 

vente que PAngletetre ne fut jamais plus reſpectẽe, 
ſes intẽrets politiques mieux entendus, ſon, commerce 
plus floriffantz que ſo as Ladmihiſtration du Protect” 
teur Les tétes couronntes S efforgoient de Fattirer 


dans leur parii tant la politique Pemporte quelque- 


fois fur les -bienſeances.. Mazarin, à force de ſoupleſſe, 
le/ dttida contre les Eſpagnols, et la condition du 
traits fut que l'on abandonnereit Charles . 
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167 LEWIS XIV. CAT. XXXIV. 
In the expeditions to Flanders, Condé and Turenne 
increaſed their reputation, by fighting againſt each 
other. The former had the glory of ſaving Cambray, 
where he arrived before it was completely inveſted. 
He alſo forced his rival to raiſe the ſiege of Valen- 
ciennes; but in 1658, he loſt the battle of Dunes, 
which was followed by the taking of Dunkirk. 
This place was delivered to the Engliſh. It had been 


7 promiſed to Cromwell, who died very ſoon after, a 


prey to the inquietudes inſeparable from tyranny. 


At length France and Spain, in 1659, concluded a 
war, which had been equally fatal to the two nations. 
Mazarine, and Don Lewis de Haro, held the negocia- 
tion together in the ifle of Faifans, on the confines of 


the two kingdoms, for ſeveral months. The latter 
reproached the former with always endeavouring to 


deceive; and the fineſſe of the Italian found great 
obſtacles in the miſtruſt of the Spaniard. The treaty, 


however, was concluded in an advantageous manner 
for France. A dethroned and fugitive King, related to 


crowns of France and Spain, the unfortunate Charles 


II, could not obtain any mention of himſelf in this 
treaty. The two miniſtets, for fear of offending the 
Engliſh; refuſed at the ſame time to ſee him. He 
was, notwithſtanding, re-eſtabliſhed ſome months after. 

Thus the treaty of the Pyrennees completed the 
grand. work. of the peace, which, that of Weſtphalia 


had already much advanced.. Both of them encreaſed 
the glory of Mazarine, —a glory preferable in one ſenſe 


to that of Richelieu, whoſe. policy ſet Europe in a 
blaze, and left to his ſucceſſor the. nun: of extin- 


gviſhing the flames. 
a Never 


* 


Dans les expeditions de Flandre, Condé et Tu- 
renne augmenterent leur réputation, en combattant 


run contre autre. Le premier eut la gloire de ſauver 


Cambrai, og il ſe jeta avant qu'on et acheve de Pin- 


veſtit. II fit encore lever a ſon rival le fiége de Va- 


jenciennes; mais il perdit en 1658, la bataille des 
Dunes, qui fut ſuivie de la priſe de Dunkerque. Cette 
place fut livrce” aux Anglois. On Vavoit promiſe à 
Cromwell, qui mourut bientòt apres, n les e 
tudes 5 de la e tot en er 


"Pad is: F rance et cEſpagne 1 en 1 une 


guerre également funeſte aux deux nations. Les con- 


ferences. pour la paix ſe tinrent dans I'tle des Faiſans, 
ſur les confins des deux royaumes. Mazarin et Don 
Louis de Haro y negocierent pluſieurs mois. Celui-ci 
reprochoit. a l'autre de vouloir toujours tromper, et la 


fineſſe de l'Italien trouvoit de grands obſtacles dans 


Is defiance _ de V'Eſpagnol. Cependant le traitẽ fut 
conclu d'une manière avantageuſe pour la France. 
Un roi dẽtrõnẽ, fugitif, parent des rois de France et 

d'Eſpagne, Vinfortune Charles IT, ne put obtenir qu'on 
fit. mention de lui dans le traité. Les deux miniſtres, 
de peur d offenſer les Anglois, refusèrent meme de le 


voir. A. fut rene rẽtabli guchzes mois . 


Ainſi le ls des Pyrenes contigs le nd 
ouvrage de la paix, que celui de Weſtphalie avoit deja 
fort avancẽ. L' un et l'autre firent la gloire de Maza- 


rin, —gloire preferable en un ſens à celle de Richelieu, 


dont la politique embriſa PEurope, pour laiffer A 
you ſucceſſeur| le foin d'ẽteindre Vincendie.. 
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268 LEWES XIV. Chad XXIV. 
Never was- a miniſter ſu indifferent as Mazarine, to 
the. diſcourſes. held of him. 8 He, like others, Was 
ampled by them; and above all at the time when having 
overcome every obſtacle, being fortunate in all his 
undertakings, and near to crown ag 
of theking, he was ſuperior to ſatire 5D 14 
In effect, the epoch of this en be conſi- 
dered as the true triumph of Maaarine. Thoſe people 
ſoribed him, came to compliment him. His career 
was brilliant to the end. The king did not refuſe 
him any thing, or rather followed his wiſhes with the 
docility of a pupil, as much through habit as gratitude: 
ſor the cardinal uſed; his utmoſt! care in forming him 
and if in his infancy he had ſhewed him only how to 
ac the Ring, in propottion as this prince: advanced in 
. age, he taught him to be ſo in reality. tots 58 
„At was ſtipulated in the treaty, that the Infants of 
priace ſoon after went to meet her upon the frontiers of 
Spain, and the marriage was celebrated in 1660. 
There were on this occaſion rejoicings, leſt remarka · 
ble for heir magnjficence, than ſor the free gaiety of 
dhe people, who generally appeared, as it were, intoxi- 
cated with joy; but above all, at the entrance of the king 
and queen into the capital. The proceſſion continued 
2 Whole day. Madame Scarron, ſo much knovn after - 
vards by the name of Madame de Maintenon at that 
time was mingled with the crowds The next day ſhe 
wrote to one of her friends: That ſhe had been for ten 


| =P © orewelye hours all eyes and cars; nor did ſhe believe 


co — 
woman 


alt EXALV3 OUTS XIV. 758 
n plus indifferent que Ma- 


zarin ſur les propos qu'on tenoit de lui. II gen 
amuſoit comme les autres, et ſur- tout dans un temps 
on vainqugur de tous les obſtacles; heureux dans 


woutes / ſes entrepriſes, et pres de les couronner par 


le mariage du rol, il toit au- deſſus des ſatires. 
En effet, Yepogue de ce mariage doit etre regardee 


comme celle du vrai-triomphe de Mazarin. Ce peu- 
ple qui Pavait injurié et chaſſẽ, le regut avec ac- 


clamation. Ces magiſtrats qui l'avoient proſerit, 


allsrent le complimenter. Sa carrière fut brillante 
juſqu'a ia fin. Le roi ne lui refuſoit rien, ou plutòt 
il ſuivoit ſes volontés avec la docilité d'un pupille, 


aufant par habitude que par reconnoiſſance: car le 


cardihal: mettoit tous ſes: ſoins à le former; et fi dans 
Venſance il ne lui montra qu'à Faire le roi, a meſure 


que ce prince avangoit en age, il 55 Ns A pine | 


en effet. 1 1 Q's! 


e mates d chf, 
Mate- Tliérèſe, bpouſetoit Louis XIV. Ce prinee 


alla bientot après à fa rencontre ſur les frontières 
d'Eſpagne, et le mariage fut cel&bre - en 1660. II 


yen d cette, occaſion des re jouiſſances moins re- 


marquables par la magnificence, que par la galté franche 
du peuple. II patut, en general, ivre de joĩe; mais 


furtout {entree du roi et de la reine dans la capi- . 


tale. La marche dura tout un jour. Madame Scarony 
ſi etnnue dans la ſuite ſous le nom de Madame de 


Maimtenon, étoit alors dans la foule. Elle écrivie 


le lendemain à une de ſes amies: „ Qu'elle avoit Gti 


pendant dix à douze heures tout yeux et tout oreilles 


qu'elle ne croit pas qu'il fe puiſſe rien imaginer 
de i beau et * en * * 
Vor. II. 6 : ſes 
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ug LEWIS HV. OnaryXXX1V, 


woman who 8 her thoughts beyond the moment, 
the added: & the queen muſt. have reſted laſt night 
« pretty well contented with the huſband}; ſhe had 
* choſen,” 5 
„Exhauſted by labour like Richelieu, Mazarine fur- 
rived but a fer months tlie mar frage of the king. His 
approaching diſſolution did not cauſe hini any iii- 


quietude or alarm, and he died ratlier like a pbilsfopher - 


than a Chriſtian, in 1661, before he fenched the age 
of ſixty. 

HFlis immenſe riches (ten millions flerting), boarded 
up, not in à time of abundance and proſperity, but 
during civil and foreign wars, which laſted ul the 1 very 
yeat before his death, ate a Abet of the inſatiable 
avarice of which he was accu 
nagement of ſtate affairs © had likewife' tendered his 
opulence odious in the eyes of the people. * Aduated 


his mercenary ma- 


by remorſe, at the end of his career, he made 2 a dona. 


tion to the King of all his lands, which the king re- 


turned to him, as he had, without doubt, foreſeen ; 
and appearedHincerely to regtet Him, though he was 


64g of exerciſing his own authority. fat 
Mazarjpe, like many other miniſters, was deficient 


in the heart, and was an entire ſtranger hoth to honour 7 


and virtue, He is ſaid to have been fo bold, as openly. 
to, declare, that honeſty, was. only, fit for: tradeſmen, 


nd not to be thought of in the adminiſtration, of 


public affairs. Aecording to this mode of thinking, 
all means were equally good to him, provided he ob- 
tained his end. Beſides, being neither raſh nor incon- 
ſiderate, - having views, and purſuing them, —and never 
Jofing his compoſure, he was almoſt ſure to ſucceed in 
all 1 undertakings. It was he who raiſed the royal 

authority 


. 


Cuff XXXIV. LGUIS XIV. 69 


des perices add del du motnent: „ Ia reine dit ſe 
RT ier auSforr aſſer contente du mart* "qu elle 


11 


„ chef.“ 1 511% din bonne How v3. 19 * 
| ** a3tond ** 
Epuiſe par je trayail, comme Richelieu Manarin ne 
ſuryẽcut ꝗge, peu de mois au mariage du roi. IEE ſe 
vit, defaillic fans, inquistuges et ſans. alarmes; eta al 

| mournt plus pbiloſophiquement que eee 
sal 60, ayant! 488 de ſoixante ans a nds 


Ka efe enormes (dix millions ſterlings). 5 
fees Þ 5 dans, un temps d abondance et de proſperite, | 
mais Fefe dant d es eres, ciyiles et ẽtrangères, pro: 
lon 568, juſqu'a, une année avant fa, mort, ſont une 
prevve de Lavarice, inſatiable dont. il Etoit accul.; ſes 
115 , mercenaires dans Ladminiſtration des finances 
wien 1 1 rendu fon opulence odieuſe. _ Agits, de 
remords a, 95 fin 1 d f fa carriere, il fit au roi une dona- 
tion de tous ſes biens, Le roi la lui remit, comme 
il Fei ans doute, prévu, et parut le regretter. 4n- 
23 guoiqu impatient d'exercer 1 meme. ſon 
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ae inf Pommb beaucoup ade N , pech choit 
pat le ur, et n'avbit ni Phonticat ni 1a vertu ef re- 
cbmmandation. II eut, ditlon, Ia hardieſſe de dec later 
un Jotit Pübliquernent que Phonneters ntoir APR gs 
pour les Bgürgeois, et quion” ne devdit Wh Fg 
avoir 64rd dans Padminfſtratibn des affaires hen 
Avec cette fagoti de penſer, tous les moyens Ti Erotent 
bons pbut par venfr à fon but.  Paiſteurs, comme 1 
metoit ni etourdi ni fieonfidere;< COR} ee? ves, 
 etleg"ſvivoit;=quiil tie perd6it' jamais Ia tore," Il Etoit 
| Freſhve' Thr de reuffir darts tour es quiil"Vitreprbtivt: 
Modi: 5 2 Ce 


4 LEWIS XIV. Caar, XXXIV, 
authority to, the bigheſt pitch of arbitrary power, aud 
wade the; kings of Frauce, in, "Joo. meaſure, deſ- 
FO 21th ions 190 
Lewis XIV bad a ming, above. medigerity, that i 15 
to ſay, more of ſound ſenſe than ſhining parts, but! it 
was a mind. capable of being formed and xefined; of 
bortowing from others, \ without appearing, too much 
to imitate them or being in ſuhjection. iT He profited 
exceedingly, by living, with perſons, why. dae che 
greateſt accompliſhment of every kind. 
| : When he began to reign, his "miniſters, both Shin 
[| 3nd without, were the greateſt, -] his generals the ableſt 
| | in Europe. He learned all. of them. The capacity 
* | - theſe enlightened men, a and of thoſe who were form- 
| ed in their ſchool, was owing, to the movements which 
had agitated the kingdom ſince Lewis XIII, and which c 
had formed a vaſt number of illuſtrious perſopages :- — 
5 T: his is the ordinary effect of, civil wars, ae 
is the refult of a long internal peace. 
The queen- mother was a deyotee; the. oute queen, 
"ial, and embarrafled by a great court; inſomuch that 
all the moſt diſtinguiſhed, both men and women, aſ- 
:  ſemabled themſelves. at the cgunteſs e ee loper- 
Intendant of che queen 's palace, In this capaci ty, the 
lived at the. palace, of tbe-Thuileries,, there Reiter 
When Mazarine, her uncle, died; and there maintained 
his empire by a.contiquation.. of the cardinals. ſplen- 
_ Jour, buteſtill more by hk, ſpirit and audacity; Her 
apaxtment was the center ofgal lantry, device andintrigue. 
FREE they lived, 25 it were, in a family, of men de- 
rated with. titles, moſſiy relations, friends, or allies ; ; 
a there the king got that poliſhed and gallant air, Which! he 
Rue ſo mell ho d gombine with decengy and mar 
-Jefty. It way he ſaid that his Nature, his carriage, | his 


| | es 
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CA XXIV. LOUIS IV. % 
Ce fut loi qui Ava Pit 6410 au ESI du 
pouvoir atbirraite/ et qui rehdit tes reis de Printe, 
5 8 ainſi dire, deſpotes. 8 : 289 

Louis XIV ,3voit Uh eſptit au deſſlis du macher 

Ceeft-à-dire plus de ben fins que de brillant! müis 
un dem pete de ſe farmer, de ſe raffiner; d'em - 
prutiter des autres, fans paröltte ttöß ks iter fl 

1 It profita infioiment de vivre avec les per- 
fonnes qui en avoiciit le plus, et de differentes förtes. 

Quand il comwenha 7 regner;” ſes mitiiſtres ad de- 
A et ad dehörs Etofent les plas forts; ſes genbtaux 
Jes" plus habites de Europe. II apprit tout d'ebx. 
L espacité de ces hommes Mrd, th de ceux qui 
ſe font forties a leur Ecble, Etoit due aur mouve- 

Fels der ar dient site le ropausme depuit Lows XII. 
et dur b forms quahtite” de perfonfages ithyf- 
tres C'eſt Veſt ordihaite tes guetres ciwiles, comme 
Pabatardifſetnent' ſt cela dune löngue Paik” "THO 
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a reit erbse ik Bert: 0 Runes Hand „ 
Etnbartefce d'une gcande cur; de worte que tout ce 
quill Yavbir de plüs dittingus en hommes ct en femtnes 
ſe Taſſefnbloſt chez la comteſſe de Soiffons, furinten - 
date“ Ut” Palas de la reine. En cette qualité elle 
demlebrölt au Palais des Thuileries, 5 régnoft quand 

Muzärin, fen ohicle, movrüt, kt y foütitt foß empire 
p * un felle de 14 ſplendeur du cardinal, mas plus 
eticors'pir fon elptit et par ſon audate. Sor apparte- 

ment Etoit le centre de la galanterie, des mentes et 
des intrigues. On y vivoit, pour ainſi dire, en famille, 
entre gens dEcores de titres, Preſque tous parens, 

amis ou allies ; c'eſt 13 que le roi prit cet air galant 
et pol, qu'il ſavoit fi bien allier avec la dEcence et la 

bro ocagdl On peut dire que fa taille, fon port, fes 

a 2 3 — -- * 


77 LEWIS XV Our REKtyY, 
pbadds}2M3 beaury;/atid his noble men. Which ſucceed! 
edhis*heauty, every thing, even the ſottid of nis 
voice and his gait, diſtinguiſbed bim 'as much athoiig” 
men, as the king of Bees is diftinguithed/atnang his 
tribe; and that, if he had been Borty only 2 rivare” 
gentleman; he would laverquatiyihat/thetalent'of en- 
tertaiu ments, pleaſures andſedyftidn; 2 ol bros 
When Lewis took the reins of government into 
his own hand, he found himſelſi the moſt unlimited 
monarch that had ever ſat upon the; throne of France. 
Inv 1655. after his nrſt campaign; he ſhewed, in 
ſtriking manner, how jealous he was of his authority. 
The parliament being aſſembled on the ſubject of 
ſame edi s, he entered the hall in a chunting dreſs, 
with! bots on, and a wbip bis hand, and n the tone 
of an irritated and abſolute mafler, ordered! them to 
bteak up the aſſembly, forbidding them at the ſame 
time to make any new; ones. His drdets were aſter- 
Wards. accompanied with all the royal dignity, aud 
vers 1 Much the more reſpected , „„ oo 
-The time, was now come when. France was to put 
og, a, hey face. Two all-powerful ,miniſters had, 
hitherto governed with xigour, without making, her 
bappys;: Mivided between their own, intereſt aud that 
of the nation, i N E ocpring.it gloxy. they had, Elte 
pogrer, and. leſs flouriſhing than it;had, been, under 
Henry AV; but it, was. Joon ſeen ol what, king is 
capable, wh9.Joins toelexates ſentiment, 2,pevctrativg 
ain ec Kb nge den bras From the time. 
that is Xl 2255 2 9 to reign, 97 25 
of f the 00 anche xcjted 0 admiration o Europe. 
ob A ers 5 19 
e a + only | foverei ien who was now. lit. 


S119] crea 
ripgwſhe by perſona merit. be daughter of Guf- 


tavus Adolphus, Chriſtina, 5 queen of Sweden; inſtead , 
| | | of 


* 


Cap HKSIVG, LO VU IS; XIV, 19%, 


grüge s,, fa beauté, et la grande mine, qui ſuecẽda à : 
ſa; heaute, tant juſqu au ſon de, ſa voix et à fa gen, 
waſchę⸗ le diſtingaoient autant entre les autres hom 
meg, Scl rgb fs: Apailles I eſt entre elles, et que s' 
ne, fut ant ques, particulier, il autoit en également, le 
god ape ds pb fg Srim Bifias bees 
Quand Louis X EV ptit en main les: re nes du gon 
verne ment ſilo ſe truuva le monarque le plus abſolu : 
qbiſſeũt jamais ocoups le royaume de France Ce 
prince; *t1t 016531, après fa première campagne; avoit 
montrẽ par une action dlecat combien il: étoit jalous 
die tteodbẽi. Le qꝙparlement stant aſſamblẽ au fuer 
decquelques Edits, ib entta dans la Grand ſalle en habit 
de: ehaſſe; enchottes, un fouet à la main j et dun ton 
demaitse: irritẽ et abſolu, il ordonna de romꝑre Naſ-s 
ſemblte eus fendit. den faire de nouvelles. Ses ordered? = 
farcat dans la ſuitt accompagnẽs de toute la dignité 
royale et᷑ nen futent que plus reſpectes. 
e tetii ps Etoit! venu od la France 'devbit' changer 
de face. Deux miniſtres tut: Puiffans l'uwbient göu- 
ven juſcu* alors avec empire, fans faire” ſonn boh⸗ Z 
hear, Pattagés elitre leurs intéréts particulſers et 
conf dt fin bn lat ptocutünt de Ia Floire, fts 
rde Anse plus pauvre, et moins floriffunte 
qdellel n& Vero ſous Kleuri IVy mais on Vit bientöt 
ce due peut Ur tdi: q joint 4 des fentimens elves, * 
la pensclation de Peſpity et Papplicationi'aux affaires. 
DS que LVs XIV voulut regnet, il devint Pidele 
def®Prajifors; et il excits Tadimiratibn de 1 ürcbep ns, 
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_ ef cmaking it her glory to promote che welfete of het 
people, had abdicated her crown in 1654, to cultivate 
philoſophy and he ſine arts, atRoine! This Gagular 


LE inſtance drew from people of letters more be korn 


than her character or conduct meritedg 5107175 nog 
It was not expected that a/nwonarth- of 'twenty-two 
Fears of age, fond of pleaſute, ſcarcely acquainted. 
with politics, and ſo: dong ſubmitted- to the; will of 
Mazarine, would take on himſelf the rens of govern- 
ment, and be capable of properly managiag hem 
but his reſolution was tougovern hy himſeif, and 
he ſucgeededo in it if this may be called governing 
by hiniſelf, only to liſten to his min iſtors; to ſet᷑ only 
through their eyes, and thus to procludeo himſelf from 
having any other means of knowing the truth, when 
they hate an intereſt to:concealin;d in effect q Lewis; 
wha was no longer in à fate of oſtenſihle ſuhjection 
and readily thought himſelf perfect, yet yit ldod to the 
impulſes given him; miſtaking the appearance of # 
ſeruile fubmiſſion tothis will, he did not pemeive that 
his own will was ſuggeſted to him u etimes the 
affairs vrere not a hit the worſe.. 0 inen VA 
At che firſt council held after the doathꝛof the miniſter 
he: prohibited anꝝ thing being done vithogt his orders. 
TFhe face of the theatre is changed, Aid he.“ 1 
willbhave ether principles in the goπνν en of 
«the; ſtate im the regulation af my finances and in 
te the begociations without doots, than What were in 
eiche time of the late cardinal. i Kor knowany will; 


. gemtlemen, it 38 your: duty te execute ; . from 


that: moment. the: couotibuſſumedis reſpeRtable forms. 
Mazzarinetiad, in ſome degree, abatediifyby holding ãt 
im his chamber, while he e qreſag er 


„tonerg amuſing 


ONE RXREV; BOIS AM «> mu 
I-faire le bierr de-ſemptyples; avoir abdiquè i eo 
romtiiti en T6054 pour aller culttveri duns ROm O 
phiitofophae;et leatbraur arts; —excnipleſingulicep.quy 
tur :atties-dorlapart>des gens lettres, plus ge qua 
n'en mèéritoient fa conduite t ſon earactè re 
On nes attendait ꝓoint quun monarque: de vingt- 
deut am; ainiant ies plaĩſirs, ayant à peine une teins 
tore de politiqueþ et ſi long - temps ſoumis aux volontes 
der Mazat᷑in, voulũt ſci charger des rènes de tat. & 
ft capable de des ſdutenir; mais ſa reſolution toit 

priſe de gouverner par lui mème, et il y r uſſit, i 


FSeſtigouverner par di- meme, que de n ct que ſes 


miniſires, de ne voir que par leurs yeux, et de s in- 
terdire ai nſi tout autre moyen de connoitre?laiyerits; 
quand ils ont initertt de la cacher. En effet, Louis; quĩ 
m ẽtoit pl hſtenfibleinent aſſervi, et qui ſe laiffoit pork 
ſuadtr qu H ttbit parſai, cẽtloit nẽanmoins aux impul- 
fins quꝰon lui donntit ; il croyoit voir une dbiſſancs 
teruile a ſer volontts, et ne voyoit pas qus ſes volonts 
Jui Etoĩent fugg6rets;<=quetquefois! les affaires nem 
arent: pas plus mal. 0) bofroogul 2s lit wo id 
Au premier conſeil qui ſe tint après la mort du 
- mifirfire; >i} defrudit de rien faire fans ſes ondres. 
:{acface du theatre change. ajouta·t· ij c αν 
4 d' aetreb ꝓrincipes dans le tzouvernement de mor 
+0 Etat /n dun la tégie de mes finances, et dans la 
ect HND xo ν de hors, que navit feu mbuſſeur 
Je card in Viousavez mes irtentions, meiſſeurs: 
40 Oeft ca yous mainteuant de les exttuter. Der 
es Homent Is confeit? prit:une forme reipeſtahle. 
Mauri Tavet en queue ſorte æuili, ende tenunt 
dans i Thambre'pendant-/qu/on! le taſoitg qu 
 Yhabilſolrp ee peas WE oiſtau lou une 
| en L guenon, 
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ampbog bimfelf with a, bird or a monkey. (The king. 
Joved order and decency j in the moſt common concerns, . 
Lewis did buſineſs every day with, his, miniſters, 
either together or ſeparate, He roſe aß, eight o'clock, 
ſaid his prayers, , dreſſed, made a light breskfaſt, 
during which he commonly, read. ſome, memqran-, 
aums: made bis appearance at ten, beld, council. 
and at twelve went out to maſs; till dinner time, he, 
gave audience to the public, or remained, math tlie 
queens. in their apartments; after the, zepaſt, he con- 1 
tinued; ſome time with the royal. fawily.; then came... 
his, particular huſineſs with his miniſters, audicnces,, 
in which he moſt patientiy attended to thoſe, who. 
had, petitions to preſent; the reſt, of, the afternoon, 
was-ſpent.in conv exſations with the AUF; Qr;,at, che, 
cCounteſs of, Soiſſons's: if he gamed, .he,neyer played, 
deeps or at games of chance; he cither walked, or went. 
to the play, according to the ſeaſon ; this order. was, 
never interrupted, except by the days for hunting or; 
extraordinary; diverſions, Supper was his chief repoſt, a 
inis he prolonged, and ſometimes. it was followed, by, 
a dance ox x little ball, which, it was. not, difficult 10 
form amongſt the lively and play ful trop whic com 
poſed the court of the young queen, unger the name of 
maids of honour, va title, miſchievoully ſaid, ta bo dif- „0 
ficult to ſuſtain in ſuch: a place. on M nc 498197 200 
One of the moſt dangerous waynds to the Kingdom 
was the waſte of its, finances, being equally, fatal to the 
prince, whoſe deſigns it groſſes, - and be dubjeAs, upon 
whom it gras: taxes. Lewis felt the urging negeflity of. 
remedying it. Mazarine had beſtowef tbe office of ſur 
pexintendant of, the ſnances upgn, Fouquet, ſince ns | 
mogs by his Aiſgrace,,and:at that, tims celebrated. for 
Meg alis fon Jothers-and.ths et e 
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gathon! | Le of Amoit Votre et 14 deverice "dabis les 

choſes les plus communes. f1'Y {12999 e Py % 
Tous travallloit tous les jours avec ſes tniniffres, 


ou chfemble o Tparthdent?* II ſe leweit für les 


nulk Heufes, prioit Dieu, s habilldit, Faifoit u de- 
jeufſer füctinct, pendant lequel il liſoit ordinaire 
mit $uelques mémoftes; il paroiſſdit à dix heures, 
telbit confeil, et en ſortoit à midi, pbur aller 2 4 
melle ce qui lr reſkoit de temps jüſqu“ àu after,” il 
le Gonfibit ad public, ou aux reines dans leurs "aps" 
pärtemetis; apres le repas, il demeuroit aſſez long 
temps avec Ia famille royale; venoit euſuite le travail 
particuliet avec les miniſttes, des àudiences dans 
les if kcbutoit fort patiemment ceux qui 
avoient des placets à lui preſenter; le reſte de Papres<””. 
midi ie paffbit en converſations! chez les reines;/ du 
ch& la Comtefſe de Soiſſons; au jeu tobjours mo 
def; et Jamais de pur hafard; à la promenade du 
à la Tomeédie, felen la ſaiſon, fans que cet ordrte 
far” jamais dérang, que les jours de chaſſe ou de 
dibertiſſemens extraordinaires. Le ſouper toit ſom 
repas UE ptkferenet; il le prolongeoiĩt, et le faĩſoit ſulvre 
queélſfuefofs de danſes et de petits bals, qui wWeteient 
pat diffleiles à former, patmĩ Ia ttoupe vie et fblätts 
des jeunes perfottiies qui compbſdient la eur de la- 
jeune reine, ſous le nom de filles d'honneur, itte, 
diſoſt ut malih, diffelle à ſfoutenir dafs un tel pays. 
Une” des plus dangeteuſes plaies du rovaunic etoit 
Peptifenient des finantes, égalemefit fuflefte et 3 
priiddii! dont il craverlel des Gettin et Aue Eav 
for" lefqgels il Sttire des impéts. Luis ſenteft se 
beſbin preflatit d'y remédier- Mazarin avtit dens“ 
la place de Türintendamit des finances a2 Fbugbet u- 
ment depdis par f diſgrace; er celSbre alors par fon 


eſprit, 


*% 


74 Lewis XIV. Cut: xXxxlv. 
for his moſt unbounde. voluptocufnefs. Tue depre- 
dations "of this miniſter, the greateſt and baldeſt 'of 


prodigals, and what is 'volgarly called 4 a fpendthrift, 
had determined” he kitig to puniſh him. "He caufed 


him to be arreſted, after having, 4 minüte before, 


loaded him with earefſes a Aange Zet ef Mau. 
tion, which ever does a King little credit, whatever his 


motives may be. ID 6 YD on NU s TUSHHOH | 


The place of fi WOT RTE was abbliſhed; int Eewis 
X1V thought that he fould govern by "hh felf! Heezule 
he gave the ſignatures which Fouquet "made, ?"Solbert, 
one of tlie authors of ſuperintendant's "ruin, ſuccreded 


him, under the title of comptroller-general of the 


finances. Much zeal, application and ſagacity, rendered 
this miniſter worthy of the (choice ef Lewis XIV. 
This ſevere man at firſt cauſed the mildiieſ# of Fouquet 


to be regretted; but Colbert, rough with voracious 
; courtiers;,—Colbert, whoſe piercing eye, auſtere look 


and frown, were ſo formidable, proctred'for” the peo- 
ple a relief of three millions upon the land tax. This 


well timed action, gave a great idea of His aumfniſtra- 
tion, and drew thanks vpon'the monarch; which gently 


tickled his praile:greedy' maol 
Aſter three years' profecution; the ſuperimtendant 
was condemned to baniſhment,” which was cllanged 
into perpetual impriſonment. The enietaltian Pe- 
liſſon had the courage to defend him, while the greater 
part of his friends abandoned him in his diſgrace; 
—fuch a mark of generoſity will 3 be celebrated 
in the annals of literature. 

If kings had about them only men oy an n 


virtue, even were it obſtinate, and if they could 


reliſh them, they would not be expoſed to thoſe 
a w_— ſurround the throne, and cauſe their 
| torment. 
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eſprit, ſon goũt pour les lettres et les arts. et ſur-tout 
par la yolupte la plus effrenge. .. Les ,depredations 
de ce miniftre, Is: plus grand, le plus hardi des diſſipa- 25 
tents, et ce qu'on, appelle vulgairement un bourrean 
| 4 argeats. aygit decide le roi a le punir, II. le fit arrèter, 
apres Tavoir, un moment auparavant, comble, de ca- 
reſſes zerdifſimulation Strange, qui fait toujours peu 
d'honneur 3 a un roi, quels que puiſſent & etre ſes motifs. 
La charge de ſurintendant des finances fut ſupprimee, 
et Louis xI V crut gouverner par lui · meme, parce qu'il 
ſe chargeoit de Joutss, les ſignatures que fai ſoit Fouquet. 
Colbert, l'un des auteurs de la rutne du, ſurintendant, lui 
ſucca da ſous le titre de cantroleur-general des finances, 
Beaugayp de 2z8le, d' application, et de ſagacits, rendoit 
op miniſtre digne du choix de Louis XIV. Cet homme 
ſeyere fit dabord regretter la- douceur de Fouquet: 
Mais, Colbert, dur, pour les courtiſans avides,—Col- 
bert, dant Iœil petgant, le regard auſtexe, ie li de front 
troient fi redoutables, procura au peuple une remiſe 
de trois millions ſur les tailles. Cette act ion, faite 2 
propos, donna une grande idee de ſon adminiſtration, et 
Aizita zu monatque des remercimens qui chatouillerent 
doucement ſon cœur tres · ſenſihle a la louange-. ER 
rA prs trais antes de. procedures, on condamna 
le, ſurintengant à un banniſſement, qui fut commus 
en priſon perpẽtuelle Lacadẽmicien Eeliſſon cut of 
courage de le, geéfendre, tandis, que. la.plupart de f 
amis, Labandonncigat dans, Ja, diſgrace 0 trait d 
Sensroftié ornera, toujqurs Jes faſtes de Ia litisrature. 
Si les rois n'avoient aupres.d'eyx Aue des hommes 
une vertn ſevere, t- elle mme opipjatre, gt ils 
ſavojent les goiter, ils ner ſetoient pas sx poſeß aux 
Leſances qui gnxironnent le trne, et font leur tour - 
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torment; The attachment of Lewis XIV forthe 
tender la Valliere, had excited the jealonſy of the 
counteſs of Soiſſons, and of all che rival beauties vhich 
compoſed the circle of the ſupetintendant. Ihe king, 
deceived even by thoſe whom he hononted with the 
moſt implieit conſide nee, from that time became ſa 
ſuſpicious; that he began to have leſs: faith in 
brobity; and above all, people of wit, of à decided 
character, gave him umbrage. Fo have an elevated 
ſovl, to know one's value, to reſpet᷑t obe's cha- 
racter, tobe inſtructed; all this became ſuſpectful to 
nerals and miniſters; and without denisting in the 
leaſt from his politeneſs, which Was always e xceſſive, 
he added new. ſorce to the commanding air with 
which nature had endowed him. At nn 915m 
A hort time after, Lewis XIV loſt the queen his 
mother, Anne of Auſtria, a very neceſſary perſun to 
8 keep within the bounds of decency: alk they turbu- 
lent and. indiſcreet youth of the court. Beſides à rigid 
and blind devotion; this priuceſs, had cher fauits. She 
was very ſenſual, and particular with regard to every 
thing which, was to touch her: it was difficult to find 
cambrick ſ ufficiently fne to make her ſhifts and ſheets: 
ſo that Mazarine, Wwho could ſpeak freeiy with her, 
joked; with her, and ſaid that if ſhe: was damned, 
& her hell wald be to lie upon Holland cloth.“ 
But notwithſtanding the numberleſu viciſſuudes which 
1he, had expetienced, nhotwithſtanding the exceſſes 
of the people with regard to her being conſtantly a 
Htench woman tothe hottom of her heart, at length ſnhe 
had dtbe ſskis taction i to: fee» the undeczived mation 
renger Juſlice to Ea rag Namwoman- 


ad ever 
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ment. Lattachement de Hows XIV pour la tendre 
la Vallière, avoit excité la jalbuſie de la domteſſè de 
goiſſons, et de toutes les beautés rivales qui tompo- 
ſoiento le lcerele de la ſutintendante Le roi, trompẽ 
par coox m mes qulil honoroit de la confiante la 
plus intime, de vint dèslors fir ſoupyonneux qu'il 
commenta à croire plus difficilement à la probitg, 
et que fur · tout les gens d'eſprit d'un caractère decide; 
lui faĩſbient ombrage. Avoir le cœur haut, ſe ſentir, 
ſe reſpecter, tre inſtruit, tout cela lui devint ſuſſ pect, 
non ſetilement dans ſes courtifans, mais encore dans 
ſes: gerierauw'et ſes miniſtres; et ſans pourtant rien 
diminuer de ſa politeſſe, qui fut toujours extreme, il 
renfbroa l'air impoſant que la nature lui avoit donnè. 
Peu de temps après, Louis XIV perdit la feine fa 
mere, Anne d' Autriche; perſonne bien neteſſaire pour 
contenir/ dans les bornes de la bienſsance toute la 
jouneſſe turbulente et peu diſerete de la cour. Outre 
une dévotion rigide et aveugle, cette princeſſe ayoit 
ſes de fauts. Elle toit tres · ſenſuelle, dune delicateſſe 
ſingulière ſur tout ce qui la touchoit ? on avoit de 
a peine à lu trouver de la batifte aſſeg fine pour 
ibi ſalre des ehemiſes et des draps ? au point que 
Mazarin, qui aboit ſon francsparler avec elle, Ten 
plaiſantoit, et hui diſdit que ff elle étoit damnee, 
hon enfer ſeroit de coucher dans des draps de 
« toile d' Hollande:“ Mais malgre les viciſſitudes 
ſans nombre qu'elle avoit Eprouvees,— malgré les 

tourmens d'un miniſtre impeErieux,—malgre les exces 

du peuple a ſon Egard, toujours Frangoiſe au fond 
du cceur, elle avoit eu enfin la ſatisfaction de voir 
la nation dẽtrompée rendre juſtice a ſes qualites 
eſtimables. Aucune femme n'avoit ports plus loin 
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ever es maternal attentions farther, Beſides, as 
ſhe had cured the king of the bad habit of ſwearing 
every moment, ſhe bad made him loſe the dryneſs 
be inherited from his father, and had given him, if 
not the mildneſs of character and pleaſantneſs, which 
the poſſeſſed more than any ather of her ſex, at leaſt 
that flower of uibanity which made him, when he was 
willing, the moſt amiable of monarchs. Lewis XIV 
wept her loſs; but love, in concert with la Valliere, 
and Monteſpan, ſoon dried up his tears, in iy 
new griefs for his wife. | 
Incidents develop and unfold the character of men. 
: The king, naturally haughty and fond of glory, too 
much attaching it to ambitious ideas, ſoon ſhewed to 
| what height he wiſhed to be reſpefied, abroad. His 
ambaſſador at London, in 1662, having been inſulted. 
by the Spaniſh miniſter, who diſputed. the preces 
dency with him, he threatened to take up arms againſt 
Philip IV, his father-in-law, if he did not make 
amends for this inſult, The king of Spain had 
the prudence or meanneſs to comply; an extraordi- 
nary ambaſſador, which he ſent expreſs to Lewis Xlv. 
declared publicly, that the Spaniſh miniſters were no 
longer on a footing with thoſe of France. _ 

Even a pope, Alexander VII, in 1665, was obliged 
to humble himſelf before the young monarch, The 
lacquies of the French ambaſſador at Rome, bad at- 


8 tacked an eſcort of the Corſican body-guard. Such 
' Kinds of violence were then too frequent among the 
French, whoſe audacity and petulance often ſet the 
laws at defiance. The guards, in their fury, beſieged the 
| hotel of the ambaſſador, and killed ſome of his domeſ- 


GERI, fs fv 175 
ml os ns Her nelles. Outre Auele avo} fore. 
ge le rot” de la müvalſe Babltud de 5 jurer A fol 
| * elle lur avoir fait perdre tk fecheteſſe qo 
5 5 wd pie, et Tai avoit dune, ala Ter 
dbudeur de earattere et Pamenité, qu'elle polſedoſt 
plus qu utung autre de ſon ſexe, du moins” belle Her 
Gurbahité qui le rendoit, quand il vouloit; "oe" plus 
aintable 4 onarques. Louis XIV „ufa el ; 
mais lamôöbr, de complot avec la Valhere et 
teſpan ent biemtöt eſſuye ſes latmes, en 22 87 
a ſon Epouſe de nouvelles peine. al, Bs 
„Les oceafions déveleppefit le caractère des hom 
Ee roi natulellement fier, et pafflonné pour la g gloire, 
Vattachant trop aux idges de Vambition, fit bientor 
oonobere d quel point 31 vouloit etre reſpekte au-de- 
borbe EA 16636 Toh ambaſſideur 3 Londres ayant 
a&inſults pat cell d'Efpagne, qui lui Gael le 
Phinppe IV, for beau- -pere, de reprens, | 
drt les armes contre lui, Gil ne re paroit cette infulte. 
Be roi M Eſpagne tut la prudence ou la foibleſfe & 
lier unfambaikdevt' extraordinaire qu'il end Yo! a 5 
pres 4 Lovis NIV. declata publiquement 4 * leg 
miniſtreß & Eſpagnie ne concoumoient plus avec ck 
de France, 5 b 6 Noch üs aol ae 
tj Alezadase PET; For e 
5 , — 'monarque, En 1865, es 
| laquais de Pambaſſadevir de Fratice à Rome, ayoient 
attaque uhe efcorte de la gärde-Corſe. Ces ſortes' 4 | 
Moleners n'Eviehnt alors que. trop *ordi inaires” au 
eee e 'petuarite* et Paudace” bravoit 1ou- 
vent diſeipline. Les gardes furjevx' cg ten 
Lbetet' de 14mbalfadenr; et lui tuefefit- quelques dö⸗ 
Feſtiquoss N cette nouvelle Ie e ſalts⸗ 
"ws II. e N Sion 
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the pope. The court of Rome endeavoured to gain 
time to draw itſelf out of this embarraſſment but 
the French ſeized. on Avignon, which was an eaſy 
means of pracuring the terms defi red, The pope fent 
the cardinal Chigi, his nephew, to aſk the king's par- 
don; Lewis had the body-guard caſhiered, and a 


pyramid was raiſed in memory of this event. So 


much vigour in affairs of ſmall conſequence, ſhewed 
the European princes what they had to expect from 
this voung monarch, ſo touchy in point of honour. 
Lewis, whoſe policy watched over the / affairs of 
Europe, only waited an occafion of fingularizing him- 
felf by ſtriking enterpriſes. . His ambition, was too 


much inclin:d to that kind of glory which coſts tears 


to the fatherleſs and widow,— the defire of brilliant 
conqueſts; and an occafion ſoon e to ee, this 
ambition. 

After the death of Philip IV, in mh it was. pre · 
tended in France that queen Maria- There ſa, of Auſtria, 


his daugh:er, by the firſt marriage, had a claim on 


Brabant, to the excluſion” of the new king of Spain, 
a chill by the ſecond marriage. If the. cauſe of 


kings,“ ſays Voltaire, could be judged, by the 


„ Jaw of nations before a difintereſted tribunal, this 
« affair would have admitted fome doubt.“ It ap- 
peared. certain to thoſe whom Lewis charged with 
examining it. No regard was paid to the renunciations 


made by the queen; they complained of the court of 


Madrid, becauſe her dowry had never been paid. 
Their reſpective claims were diſcuſſed in various 
works publiſhed in France and Spain; but arms were 
to decide the diſpute. An abſolute monarch, rich, 
and well ſerved, was ſure of vanquiſhing Spain, which 


Was then Soreined by the FO Magazines-were eſta- 


pliſhed 


faction au pape. La cour de Rome vouloit gagner du 


temps, pour ſe titet d'embarras; mais on ſe ſaiſit 


d' Avignon, moyen facile de la decider, Le pape en- 
voya le cardinal Chigi ſon neveu demander pardon 
au roi; il fallut caſſer la garde-Corſe, et élever une 
pyramide en mémoite de cet événement. Tant de 
vigueur dans des affaires médiocres, annongoit aux 
printes de Europe ce qu'ils devoient attendre 
Can want roi 1 delicat THT le ret d'honneur. 8 


; Loull Bet u polit ique veilloit for les " affuires de 
Europe, ſoupiroit après Poccafion de ſe ſignaler par 
des entrepriſes' nobles et hardies, Il ambitionnoit ſur- 
tout cette eſpèce de gloĩre qui coũte trop de latmes I” 
Thumanité, la gloire des conquerans. Cette ambition 
| oor ee avec des exon trop hoon gene' et f 

Apres la mort de Phitippe TV, en 1667. on c 
tendit que la reine Marie Thersſe d' Autriche, ſa fille 
du premier lit, avoĩt des droits ſur le Brabant, à Vex- 
cluſion du nouveau roi bee enfant du ſecond 
lit, * $i les cauſes des roĩs, dit Voltaire, * pouvoient 
«ſe juger par les lois des nations, a un tribunal 
664 definterefle, Taffaire evit été un peu douteuſe.“ 
Elle parut certaine 4 ceux que Louis chargea de 
Pexaminer. On meat” point d'egard aux renoncia- 
tions faites par la reine; on fe plaignoit de la cour 
de Madrid, qui n'avoĩt point pay ſa dot. Les droits 
reſpectifs furent diſcutẽs dans pluſieurs ouvrages pu- 
blies en France et en Eſpagne; mais les armes devoĩent 
dècider le procès. Un menarque abſolu, riche et bien 
ſeryi, Etoit für de vaincre PEfpagne, qui ętoit alors 
gourernee oak les Nane Aprés avoir etabli des ma- 

„ C gains 
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bliſhed for the ſubſi denen of the bos, and Lewis, 

: accompanied. by marſhal de Turenne, with troops per- 
fectly well diſciplined, made himſelf maſter, in one 
campaign, of almoſt all Flanders. As ſoon as the 
victor had recovered himſelf from theſe fatigues, he 
attacked the Franche-Comté in the heart of winter. 

Condòè followed him in his expedition, and this pro- 
vince was conquered in three weeks. There were 

found traitors, which the nn money had power to 
corrupt, and nothing reſiſted. 

= ._ Theſe rapid conqueſts raiſed the envy and jealouſy 

„„ of the powers of Europe, who viewed his ambition 

=_ in a light dangerous to the general peace and welfare 

I 5 of the neighbouring kingdoms. Holland, fearing ſuch. 

| | | ; a neighbour as France, whoſe aſſiſtance had been ſo 

| 

| 


| | advantageous: to. her, ſuddenly entered into a treaty 
is | with England, and alſo with the Swedes, who had 
| been for a long time friends of 'France, in favour of 
= 13 Spain, againſt whom ſhe had always fought. In this. 
| 5 manner, policy breaks through all alliances, and forms 
| new ones according to the preſent” intereſt, Lewis, 
prevented the effe &s of this triple alliance, by offering 
peace to Spain, It was concluded at Aix-la-Chapelle ; 
France gave back the N Comte . R all her 
ceonqueſts in Fanden: ih aun 
: While Lewis inſpired fore ighors: obs evan, he 
| neglected no means of rendering his kingdom more 
and more flouriſning. Whatever his motives may | 
have been, France is indebted to him for eſtabliſh- 
ments truly uſeful. The fine arts, excited by his 
| benefaftions, increaſed the riches and glory of 
the nation. Paris became more delightful and magni- 
ficent. All the ſtreets were paved and lighted with 


* An exact police, unknown before, ſecured 
the 
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. galins pour la ſubſiſtance des troupes, Louis accom- 


pagné du marechal de Turenne, entra en Flandre, 
avec des troupes parfaitement diſciplines; et en une 


ſeule campagne ſe rendit maitre, de preſque tout le 
pays. A peine le vainqueur fat-il delaſſe de ſes fa- 


tignes, qu'il alla fondre ſur la Franche-Comté au 
cœur de Vhiver. Conde le ſuivit dans cette expe- 
dition, et cette province fut conquiſe en trois ſe- 


mhaines. II s trouva des traitres, que VLargent de 


* 


la France avoit corrompus, et rien ne résiſta. 


U Ces conquètes rapides excitèrent la jalouſie des diffe- | 
rentes puiſſances de l Europe, qui prẽvoyoient que am- 


bition du monarque Frangais alloit treubler la paix ge- 
.. nerale, et la tranquillité des nations. voiſines. La Hol- 
lande redoutant le voiſinage de la France, dont le 


ſecours lui avoit été juſgu,, alors fi, avantageux, ſe 


ligua tout-a-coup avec Angleterre, et avec Ja 
Suede, long- temps amie de la France, en faveur de 


Eſpagne, contre qui elle avoit, toujou rs. combattu. | 


C'eſt ainſi que la politique rompt tous les liens, et 
en forme au gre; de Vinteret preſent, Louis prévint 
les effets de cette triple alliance en offrant la paix 
a PEſpagne. Elle fut ſignee à Aix-la-Chapelle, en 
16683 O0 rendit la Franche-Comté, mais a garda 
toutes les conquetes de Flandre, _ 


Tout en inſpirant la terreur aux unge r, 3 N 


en plus floriſſant. Quels qu ayent pu etre ſes motifs, 
on lui doit des <tabliflemens vraiment utiles. Les 


beaux arts, excités par ſes bienfaits, augmentèrent 


les richeſſes et la gloire de la nation. Paxis devint 


un ſeéjour de licieux et magnifique, Toutes les rues 
| _—_ Ho et 6cjair&es de lanternes pendant Is 


Aa 3 Bully 


*travailloit ſans:xelache à rendre ſon, royaume de plus | 
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the ſafety of the inhabitants. It had been ordered 


Y 


under the zeign of Henry IV, that theatres ſhould 
begin in winter about two o'clock ;—ſo' much dirt 


obſcured the city, and the ſtreets were ſo-infeſted with 


thieves, as to render them impaſſable at the cloſe of 
the day. The good order which it now _ 1s 


not the leaſt work of Lewis XIV. 
This prince wiſhed to be protector of tlie F ch 


Academy, which, in return, did not ceaſe, during the 


whole of his reign, to laviſh an idolatrous incenſe upon 
him. Five other Academies likewiſe ſprung up; —in 


1661, that of Muſic, in order to ſing to him pro- 
logues of operas, full of an infipid adulation; and which 


he himſelf ſung with ſome complacencyz—in 1663, 
that of Bellcs-Lettres, eſtabliſhed with a view of 'compo-. 


ſing Inſcriptions to his glory, but whoſe learned re- 


ſearches have, in the end, conttibuted to the progreſs 
of literature ;—in 1666, that of the Sciences, whoſe 
aſſiduous labours, even while ſerving his pridę, have 
enlarged the limits of our knowledge; —in 1671, that 


of Architecture, fimilar to that of Painting and Sculp- 


ture, eſtabliſhed in 1663; for he took care not to neg- 
lect theſe three arts, which chiefly entered into his 


views of grandeur and magnificence. Not content 


with having founded a ſchool at Rome, he cauſed mo- 


dels to be brought from thence at a great expence; ſo 


that in a ſhort time, innumerable maſter- pieces of 

French artiſts appeared, which he payed nobly, in order 
to embelliſh his palaces and gardens, He at the ſame 
time founded the Hoſpitalof Invalids; ſor it was a kind 
of juſtice, that in ſacrificing ſo many brave ſoldiers to 
bis paſſion for conqueſts, he ſhould ſecure thoſe who 


W a retreat in their old * His views were 
=þ likewiſe 
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nuit. Une police exacte, inconnue juſqu alors, pour- 
vut à la ſureté des habitans, On avoit ordonné 
ſous Henri IV, que les ſpectacles commenceroient en 
hiver à deux heures après midi, —tant les boues, 
Tobſcurité et les voleurs rendoient la ville impra- 
tiquable ſur la fin du jour. Le bel ordre qu'on y 
voit r6gner 1 "uy n'eſt _ 90 moindre n 
de Louis XIV. | 

Ce prince ee etee is Sears de Aae 
Frangoife, qui, en retour, ne ceſſa tout le temps de 

fon-regne, de luz prodiguer un encens idolatre. On 
vit naitre encore einq autres Académies; —en 1661, 
celle de Muſique, pour lui chanter des prologues 
d' opera, pleins d'une adulation fade, et qu'il chantoit 
1vi-meme avec une ſorte de complaiſance ;—en 1663, 
celle des Belli: Lettres, chargee dans le principe de com- 
poſer des Inſcriptions à ſa gloire; mais dont les recher 
ches ſavantes ont daus la ſuite contribuẽ aux progtès de 
la litt61ature ;—en 1666, celle des Sciences, dont les 
travaux aſſidus, tout en ſervant ſon orgueil, ont 


reculé les limites de nos connoiſſances en 1671, 


_ elle d' Architecture, a l'inſtar de celle de Peinture et 
de Sculpture Etablie dès 1663; car il n'avoit garde 
de neégliger ces trois arts, qui entrojent principale- 
ment dans ſes vues de grandeur et de magnificence. 
Non content d'avoir fondé à Rome une «cole, il 
en fit venir à grands frais des modèles, de forte 
qu'en peu de temps on vit ſortir des atteliers Fran- 
cois des chefs-d'ceuvre fans nombre, qu'il payoit 
noblement, et dont il embelliſſoit ſes palais et ſes 
Jardins. II fondoit en meme temps VHopital: des 
Invalides; car c'6toit une ſorte de juſtice, qu'en _ 
mn tant de braves ſoldats à ſa paſſion des 
| 7 * e conquetes, | 
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likewiſe extended upon Juſtice, which he reformed ; 


upon Agriculture, which he egcouraged;- upon Com- 


merce, eſpecially, which he ſpread as far as Afia, by the 
eſtabliſnment of an India-Company, and which he 


cauſed to circulate into the interior parts of the kingdom, 
by rivers which he rendered navigable, and by bigh roads 
which he apened. He dng- this wonderful canal of 


| Languedoc, which unites the two ſeas. He eſtabliſhed 


manufactures of every kind; ſtripped.» Venice of its 
glaſs-plates, Flanders of its tapeſtries, Turkey of its 
ſuperb carpets. In fine, he created a new navy, ſo 


- mauch;the more neceſſary, as England and Holland 
covered the _ with their ſhips, whilſt France had 


not twenty; he ſpared nothing to fortify Dunkirk, 


which Charles II, king of England, had ſold to him 


in 1660, for ſive millions of livres. This port, on ac- 
count of the immenſe works carried on there, became 
an object of jealouſy and terror to the Engliſh, who 
never pardoned n. a bargain Oey to 
their intereſ ts. 

The finances, vhich. Colbert had we-eftabliſhed; wink 


Lewin: XIV 44n-a condition to form the greateſt de- 
ſigns; but he ſhould have kept to eſtabliſhments uſeful 


for his people; and not, through the pride of exerciſing 


bis power, even upon elements, to diſſipate in gigantic 


works, in profuſions of vanity and pleaſure; the pre- 

ginus ane, When his eee Up e for 

him. 272 1 2 

: Many 88 to which he did not ſeropla 

to yield, inſenſibly engaged him to make thoſe enor- 
mous expences with which he will ever be teproached. 


Every thing which could recal to him a time of weak- 
n in the government, r to his feelings; 7 


9 295 


4 2 41 ; this 
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conquetes, i! affurat à ceux qui ſurvivroient une 


retraĩte ſur Wen jours, Ses vues ſe portè rent 


#galement/ ſur la Juſtice, qu'il rẽforma; ſur I' Agri- 
culture, qu'il encouragea; ſur le Commerce, ſur- tout, 
qu'il porta juſque dans l' Aſie, par l'ẽtabliſſement d'une 
compagnie des Indes, et qu'il fit eireuler dans l'intErieur 


du roysume, par les rivieres qu il rendit navigables, 


par les grandes routes qu'il ouvrie? Il creuſa ce mer- 
veilleux canal de Languedoc, qui rfunit les deux 
mers. II établit des manufactures en tout genre; 
enleva a Veniſe ſes glaces, a la Flandre ſes tapiſ- 
ſeries, à la Turquie ſes tapis ſuperbes. Enfin, il 


etrka une nouvelle Marine, d'autant plus néceſſaire; 
que PAngleterre et la Hollande couvroient ocean 
de leurs vaiſſtaux, tandis que la France n'en avoit 
pas vingt; et il -n'Epargna rien pour fortifier Dun- 


kerque, que Charles II, roi d' Angleterre, lui avoit 
vendu en 1660, cinq millions. Ce port, par les ouvra- 


ges immenſes qu'on y fit, devint un objet de jalouſie 
et de terreur pour les Anglois, qui ne pardonnꝭtent 
jamais a Charles un marchẽ fi contraire à leurs interets. 


Les finances, que Colbert avdit retablies, mettoient 
Louis XIV en état de former les plus grands deſ- 
ſeins-; mais il auroit du s'en tenir aux ẽtabliſſemens 


utiles à ſon peuple; et par Vorgyeil d exercer a puiſ- 


ſance ſur les ẽlẽ mens meme, ne pas diſſiper en travaux 
giganteſques, en profuſions de vanité et de plaiſir, 
les reſſources OG nuns ſon "ISSN lat avoit 


r lag 197; ft 


| Jong ſervpule de -ceder, 3 eee a” 


ces; depenſes; ẽnormes qu'on aura toujours A lui re- 
procher. - Tout ce qui pouvoit lui rappeler un temps 
de ſoibleſſe dans le gene rẽvoltoit ſon 2 ame; 
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this rendered difagreeable his ſtay in the capital, from 
whence he had been obliged to depart by ſtealth in his 
infancy, during the troubles of the Fronde, There 
was another reaſon which ſtill encreaſed his averſion ; 
he feared to expoſe his ſcandalous amours to the eyes of 
the citizens, the only claſs of ſociety where decency of 
manners prevailed, This repugnancy for Paris, added 
to his taſte for walking and hunting, coſt thouſands of 
millions to his kingdom. At firſt he transferred his 
court to four leagues from his capital, to St. Germain- 
_ en-laye, where he was born, —a place unique for its 
wonderful proſpects, - for the advantage of waters, al- 
though on a hill. — ſor the agreeableneſs of gardens upon 
terraſſes,— for its being on a level with a contiguous | 
foreſt, —for the charms and accommodations of the 
Seine, which runs winding on the plain ;—in fine, 
deſigned by nature to be the abode of a king. 
In effect, Lewis was pleaſed there ſome time; ne- 
vertheleſs, ſtill finding it neceſſary to uſe circumſpec- 
tion, and deſiring to cover his-amours under the veils 
of myſtery, he took frequent walks to Verſailles, a 
very ſmall caſtle, ' or rather a kind of hunting-box, 
which Lewis XIII had cauſed to be built there. But 
he was not of a character to admit of this kind of re · 
ſtraint a long time; he very ſhortly put himſelf above 
any reſerve, attracted company to St. Germain, — 
there he gave feſtivals upon feſtivals, and imagining 
Himſelf, in ſome meaſure, a divinity, becauſe a thou- 
| ſand waged flatterers ſanctified all his paſſions, he no 
longer paid reſpe& to any thing. Although the ſcan- 
dal of a double adultery made a very great noiſe, he 
gave himfelf ſuch little uneaſineſs about the matter, 
that he was followed to his campaigns and to the fron- 
1 and) CC LIT HE 33 tier 
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c'eſt ce qui lui rendit dẽſagrẽable le ſcjour de la ca- 
pitale, dont il avoit été oblige de ſortir furtivement 
dans ſon enfance, pendant les troubles de la Fronde. 
Un autre motif Fen <loignoit encore; il craignoit 
d'expoſer le ſcandale de ſes amours aux yeux de la 
bourgeoiſie, la ſeule claſſe de la ſociciẽé où la de- 
cence des mœurs ſubſiſtit. Cette rẽpugnance pour 
Paris, jointe a. ſon gout pour la promenade et pour 
la chaſſe, couta des milliards au royaume. D'abord 
il transféra ſa cour à quatre lieues de la capitale, 
à S. Germain-en-lave, où il Etoit ne, —lieu unique 
par les merveilles de la vue; par Pavantage des 
eaux, quoique ſur une hauteur; par Pagrement des jar: 
dins en terraſſes; par le plain- pied d'une foret toute 
joignante; par les charmes et les commodités de la 
Seine qui pe dans la plaine; _—_— On Par 
ha nature a stre le- nn un toi. ee 


e 8 e en ates (pe ene temps; 
néanmoins croyvant devoir uſer encore de circon- 
ſpection, et voulant couvrir ſes amours des voiles 
du myſtère, il faiſoit de frequentes promenades à 
Verſailles, chateau très - petit, ou plutot eſpèce de repos- 
de- chaſſe que Louis XIII avoit fait bätir. Mais i 
n'Etoit pas de catadtère a ſouffrir long- temps cette 
eſpèce de gene; il ſe mit bient6t au - deſſus de toute 
reſerve, attira du monde à 8. Germain, y donna 
fetes ſur fëtes; et ſe croyant, en quelque ſorte, une 
divinits, parce que mille flatteurs a gages canoniſoient 
toutes ſes paſſions, il ne garda plus de meſures! 
Quoique le ſcandale d'un double adultère fit le plus 
grand éclat, il sen inquiétoit ſi peu, Am ſe faiſojt 


ene re dans ſes campagnes et dans les villes fron» 
tidtes 


8 1 


182 LEW IS XIV.: Cray, XXXIv. 


tier contin by his two miſtreſſes, both in the ſame 
Carriage with the queen. The Wan ran, as Ds ſaid, 
ce to ſee the three queens.” 
Of theſe three queens, the true, Ke tha Grſt in date, 
-Maria-Thereſa, fincerely loved the king, and as a huſ- 
band; but this huſband did not make an equal return: 
the was extremely timid before him, and never accoſted 
him without trembling. The other two were prodigies 
ef beauty. The firſt, mademoiſelle de la Valliere, 
loved the king for himſelf, inſomuch that ſhe patiently 
| ſupported the preference which he gave to her rival in 
her preſence and ſhe puſhed her bounty ſo far as al- 
moſt to adorn her even with her own hands. The other, 
madame de Monteſpan, loved Lewis for herſelf, be- 
cCauſe he was a handſome; man and a king. She was 
haughty, fierce and capricious; but as ſhe had a conſi- 
derable portion of wit, and ſpoke well, ſhe knew how 
to keep herſelf a long time in favour. With regard to 
la Vallière, her reign finiſhed in 1674, when ſhe buried 
Her charms, her troubles, and her pleaſures in a cloiſ- 
ter. She turned Carmelite at the age of thirty years, 
and ſtill lived thirty-ſix more, in the moſt exact and 
painful exerciſes: of: a religious life. Several matches 
had been offered to her; but Lewis, who thought 
s that after having been with him, ſhe no longer 
4 ought to be with any one but God,“ had the hard- 
nefs to pronounce her ſacrifice; and the nn e 
to it with an entire reſignation. | 
_ - Surrounded by ſo brilliant a. 8 n ſaved 
himſelf too much confined at St. Germain. He at firſt 
- defigned to have the caſtle rebuilt, and cauſed the Che- 
valier Bernin, a famous architect, to come from Italy, 
a demanded fxty millions. ak livres to conſtruc 


another. 


e 
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tieres par ſes deux maĩtreſſes, Pune et L'autre dans le 
meme carroſſe que la reine. Les prupſes: accouroĩent 
„ pour voir, diſoient- ils, les trois reines.“ 1 

De ces trois reines, la veritable et la premism en 
a Marie-Thereſe,. aimoit, ſincèrement le roi, et 
comme-mari;-mais ce mari ne la payoit pas de retour: 


elle -<toit extremement titnide devant lui, et ne Vabor- 


doit jamais ſans trembler, Les deux autres Etoient, 
des prodiges de beauté. L'une, mademoiſelle de la 
Vallière, aimoit le roi pour lui- mème, au point 
qublelle ſopportoit patiemment la preference accordée 


ſous {es yeux a fa rivale, et qu'elle pouſſoit la bonté, 
juſqu 3 1 parer de ſes propres mains. L'autre, : 


madame de Monteſpan, aimoit Louis pour elle-meme,. 
parce qu'il ẽtoit bel homme et roi. Elle Etoit hau- 
taine, fière, capricieuſe; mais comme elle ayoit inſi- 
niment d'eſprit, et quelle parloit bien, elle ſut ſe main 


tenir aſſeʒ long- temps en faveur. Quant a la Val. 


liere, ſon _regne finit en 1674, qu'elle alla enſevelir 
dans un cloftre ſes charmes, ſes chagrins, ſes plaifirs. 
Elle ſe fit Carmelite 3 Page de trente ans, et en vecut, 
encore trente-ſix, dans les exercices les plus exacts 
et les plus penibles de la vie religieuſe. II s toit 


-prefente pour elle des  mariages ;- mais Louis, qui 


penſoit, qu/apres avoir ẽté à lui, elle ne devoit plus. 
etre à perſonne qu'à Dieu; cut la duretẽ de pro- 
noncer ſon ſacriſice, et en 8 dane, ne un engine: 
ee e 461 | 110 

_ Entoure Mid «i ui Join XIV. I 
trouva loge trop à étroit à Saint-Germain. Il eut 


duabord deſſein d'en rebàtir le Chateau, et il fit venir; 
Ade Iulie le Chevalier Bernin, architecte fameux, qui 


lui demands ſoixante millions pour lui en conſtruire 


3 
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another worthy of his magnificence. He was to bs 


put in poſſeſſion of it by a certain time, entirely finiſhed 


and all decorated and ornamented; in a word, to have 
the keys in his hands. The king, frightened at the 
expence, thought to moderate it in confining himſelf 
to make ſome augmentations at the country-box of 
Lewis XIII. Inſenfibly tke buildings increaſed and 
multiplied; at laſt, a town was built. The ſame hap- 
pened with reſpect to the gardens. Every day pre- 
ſented new objects of labour; hills to level, —quagmires 
to fill up, —a ſandy, moving and muddy ſoil to ſtrength- 
en,—canals to dig, —and waters to ſearch to fill them 
up. More than thirty thouſand ſabourers were con- 
ſtantly occupied at theſe works, which laſted ſeveral 
years; ſo that, in order to fpare ſixty millions, thou- 
ſands of millions were ſquandered. A perſon who is 
afflicted with this cruet folly of building, only ruins 
himſelf; a king ruins his kingdom. Lewis XIV was 
fo aſhamed of the expences into which he had thrown 
himſelf, that lack was Ivy ey to have bro + ret of 
them burnt. 

Nevertideſs this folly of endo bad not yet 
quitted him, and it ſoon manifeſted itſelf in all its 
force. Fatigued with the crowd, and weary of ſeeing 
at Verſailles only the great, the king perſuaded him- 
felf that he only wanted a ſmall and retired habitation: 
After ſearching for a convenient place, he found, near 
the village of Marly, one league diſtant from St. Ger- 
main, and three from Paris, a narrow deep valley, 
with ſtcep edges, without any proſpect, and inacceſſi- 
ple on account of its being marſhy. As he wanted 
bnt a mere cottage, he alſo wiſhed for a place which 
did not allow him to be at any expencen The depth 

VP K 
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un autre, digne de. ſa magnificence. Tl devoir le 
lui remettre dans un temps fixe, entièrement fini, 
_ decore et meuble, en un mot les clefs à la 

Le roi, effrayc de la depenſe, crut la fimpli- 
in en ſe bornant a faire quelques augmentations 
au pied-à-terre de Louis XIII. Inſenſiblement les 
batimens s' accrurent et fe multiplièrent; enfin, on y 


batit une ville. Il en fut de meme. des ee 


Chaque jour offrit de nouveaux objets de travaux; 
des collines à applanir ; des fondrières à combler ;' 
un terrain ſablonneux, mouvant et fangeux à affer- 


mir; des canaux A creuſer; des eaux à chercher pour 
les remplir. Plus de trente-mille travailleurs furent 
conſtamment occupes à ces ouvrages, qui durèrent 


pluſieurs ann&es;; de ſorte que pour epargner ſoixante 
millions, on vint. a bout de depenier des milliards. 
Un particulier qui eſt atteint de cette cruelle folie 


. de batir ne ruine que lui; un roi zuine fon royaume. 


Louis XIV fut fi honteux de la dépenſe dans la- 
quelle il s' toit jets, qu'il n'eut rien 42 plus preſſe 
que d'en brüler les memoires. . does 


Neéanmoins la folie des a ne PFavoit pas 


encore abandonne, et elle ſe manifeſta bientor dans 
toute ſa force, Fatigue de la foule, et laſſé de ne 
voir à Verſailles que des grands, le roi ſe perſuada 
qu'il vouloit du petit et de la ſolitude. A force de 
chercher, il trouva pres du village de Marly, a une 
lieue de 8. Germain, et à trois lieues de Paris, un 
vallon ᷑troit, profond, a bords eſcarpes, fans aucune 


vue, inacceſſible par ſes martcages. Comme il ne 


vouloiĩt qu'un rien, il vouloit auſſi un local qui no 
n pemie pas de ſonger à rien faire. La proſondeur 


* _—__ vallee en fit A fes yeux tout le métitie. Ce 
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of this valley, was, in his eyes, its: ſole merit. It 
was a great work to dry up this ſuamp, the reſort of 
toads and adders: at laſt, however, ihe hermitage- 
was finiſhed. By degrees the caſtle was increaſed, 
Tue hills were cut down to make room for ſymme- 

author, the duke of St. Simon. grown trees, with 
their branches and leaves, brought from Com piegne 


« and other foreſts. More tlian three-fourths of them 


« died, and they were immediately replaced by others. 


06 .F have feen whole walks diſappear at a nod; vaſt 


* woods changed into ſheets of water, over which I 
% have paſſed in a gondola, and turned again into fo- 
s reſts, which were dark at the moment they were re- 
<< planted. L have ſeen ſheets of water changed into caf- 
* cades; ſpouting waters into ponds; the abode; of the 
« gilding, and no. ſooner. ſiniſhed than re- changed into 


_ ** bowling-greens; without mentioning the prodigious 
machine, with its immenſe aqueducts, its conduits 


i and its ſtupendous reſervoitss: Whoever will conſider 
% all this minutely, will, find that Marly has, per- 
t haps, coſt more than Verſailles ; —ſuch has been the 
* na ene of. a choice e 0. __— 2 
expence. 1 
Lewis, exceſſively jealous of his e could not dh 


don the Hollanders for having dated to contradict his 
deſigns, This republic, whoſe lands were ſo barren, 


and whoſe abilities were ſo ſmall, had acquired, through | 


her induſtry and commerce, a power which made 


her proud. Her conqueſts, ber eſtabliſhments in the 


_ Eaſt Indies, and a: prodigious - navy, had; made her 
| Rs with England the "> of the ocean; and 


ber 


13 


cb xXRXIv. Lovrs XIV. La 


fat un grand travail de defſecher ce cloaque, repaire 
de crapauds et de couleuvres: à la fin, cependant, Pher- 
mitage 8'acheva, Peu à peu le chateau fut augmentẽ. 
On tailla les collines pour faire de la place à des 
batimens ſymetriques, © J'ai vu,“ dit un auteur con- 
temporain (le duc de Saint-Simon), . apporter de 
% Compitgne et des autres forets, de grands arbres 
« avec leurs branches et leurs feuilles. Plus des 
trois quarts moyroient, et ils étoient ſar le champ 
„ remplaces par d'autres. 7 ai vu des allees entieres 
« difparoitre d'un coup het fifflet ; de vaſtes eſpaces 
„de bois changes en pièces d'eau, on je me ſuis 
<<. promene en gondole, et remiſes enſuite en forets, 
«© a n'y pas voir le jour des le moment qu'on les 
* plantoit, J'ai vu des baſſins changes en caſcades ; 
. des eaux jailliſſantes, en eaux plates; les ſcjours des 
catpes ornes de ſculptures et de dorures les plus 
* exquiſes, et à peine achevés, rechanges et retablis 
** en. boulingrins; ſans compter la prodigieuſe Ma- 
« chine avec ſes immenſes aqueducs, ſes conduits et 
0 ſes reſervoirs monſtrueux. Quiconque examinera 
© © tout cela en detail, trouvera que Marly a peut - Etre 
plus coute que Verſailles; et voila ce qui eſt 
arrive d'un choix fait expres pour ne pas de- 
* penſer.” . | 
Louis exceſſivement jaloux de fa gloire, ne -pardon- 
noit pas aux Hollandois d'avoir oſẽ contrarier ſes deſ- 
ſeins. Cette republique, ſi foible par elle meme, et 
par la ſtérilité de ſes campagnes, Etoit. devenue par 
Vinduſtrie et le commerce, afſez puiſſante pour s' enor- 
gveillir. Outre ſes conqustes et ſes Etabliſſemens dans 
les Indes orientales, une marine prodiieuſe lui faiſoit 
diſputer à VP Angleterre empire de! ocean, et ſes flottes 
Your i. Bb : avoĩent | 
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her fleet had often fought againſt the Engliſh for the 
vain honour of the flag. She ceaſed to be a friend 
to France, when ſhe ſtood no longer in need of 


her ſupport. Lewis, thinking he was offended, dil- 


dained to demand ſatisfaction of the Dutch. Mo- 

deration would have procured him praiſe; he choſe 
rather to diſplay his grandeur by a terrible revenge, 
Reſolving to ſubdue Holland, he eaſily detached from 
their intereſt the king of England, Charles, 11, a 
voluptuous and extravagant prince, whom the want 


of money always rendered tractable; the Swedes alſo 


renounced the triple alliance. 

Every meaſure being taken with as much ſecrecy as 
activity, war was declared and commenced in 1672, 
Upwards of two hundred thouſand men were employed 
to conquer a little ſtate, which had not more than 


twenty five thouſand ſoldiers for its defence. The 


king entered it, accompanied by his brother, 'by Conde, 
Turenne, Luxembourg, Vauban,—in a word, by his 

ableſt generals, —ſpreading every where terror and deſ- 
pair. His crofling the Rhine, which the panegyriſts 


of Lewis XIV have celebrated with emphaſis, and 
even compared to the paſſage of the Granicus by Alex- 


ander, was an action leſs perilous than brilliant. An 


arm of that river had been rendered fordable by the 


heat; the cavalry eafily croſſed it, and the ae 
paſſed it by a bridge of boats. 


The ſucceſs of the campaign was rapid ; | three 
provinces, and forty fortified places, were conquered 
in a few months. Amfterdam ſaw, as it were, the 
power of France at its gates, Theſe republicans, 


who had already humbled themſelves before the 


monarch 
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avoient ſourent combattu celles des Anglois, pour le 
vain honneur du pavillon. Elle ceſſa de ménager la 


F tance, lorſqu' elle put ſe paſſer de ſon : appui. Louis 
ſe croyant offenſe, ne daigna point demander ſatis- 


faction aux Etats de Hollanide, La modération lui 


elit "attire des Uoges, il aima mieux faire eclater' ſa 
grandeur par une vengeance terrible. Reſolu de 


ſubjuguer la Hollande, il fit entrer dans ſes vues le ; 


roi d' Angleterre, Charles II, prince voluptueux et 
prodigue, que le beſoin d'argent rendoit toujours 
traitable; la Suede abandonna auſh la triple alliance. 


Toutes les meſures ẽtant priſes, avec autant de ſecret 


que d'activitè, on declara la guerre, et on la com- 


menga en 1672. Plus de deux - cent - mille hommes 
furent deſtinẽs à conquerir un petit ctat qui n'avoĩt 


environ que vingt- cinꝗ - mille ſoldats pour fa defenſe. 
Le roi y entra accompagne de ſon frère, de Condé, 
de Turenne, de Luxembourg, de Vauban, de Louvois, 
en un mot de ſes plus habiles generaux, repandant 


par- tout la terreur et le dẽſeſpoir. Le paſſage du 


Rhin, que les panegyriſtes de Louis XIV” ont'celebre 
avec emphaſe, et compare meme au paſſage du Grani- 
que par Alexandre, fut une action moins perilleuſe 
que brillante. Les chaleurs avoient rendu gueable un 
bras de ce fleuve; la cavalerie le traverſa aiſẽment, 
 Tinfanteric le 7 PO enſuite ſur un pont de bateaux. 


Les ſucces de cette campagne furent jection. Trois 
provitices, et quarante places fortifices furent con» 


quiſes en peu de mois. Amſterdam voyoit preſque les 


Frangois à ſes portes. Ces republicains, qui s' ẽtoĩent 
deja abaiſſes devant le monarque dans ſa cour, 
| Bb 2 e n'hẽſi- 
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monarch in his court, did not heſitate, in the midſt 
of his conqueſts, to make him propoſals which mark- 
ed their diſtreſs. But Lewis, victorious,— Lewis, 
whoſe pride had been lively piqued, Lewis, elated by 
his triumphs, and ſurrounded” by fawning courtiers, 
did not mind the viciſſitudes of fortune, which after- 
. wards he felt ſo grievouſly in the very ſame country, 
and the fame circumſtances. The conditions of peace 
which he propoſed, appeared dreadful to à free peo- 
ple, whoſe courage, as it h el was IO 
animated by deſpair. 
The Grand-penfionary, John de Witt, b long 
ſervices ought to have made him reſpected, became 
odious, through his defire of peace. The unjuſt fury 
of the populace cruelly ſacrificed hini to the hatred of 
the prince of Orange, who was named Stadtholder. 
They thought only of ſaving the republic, or of bury- 
ing themſelves under its ruins. For this purpoſe, they 
opened the dykes of the ſea, expoſing themſelves, by 
ſuch an inundation, to the greateſt inoonveniencies; but 
the love of liberty and of our country, renders every 
thing ſupportable. _ 
While Holland was thus e or in the 

hands of the French, the Dutch fleet fought three times 
with thoſe of England and France; and the famous 
admiral Ruyter ſupported the honour of the republic. 


In the mean time, the emperor Leopold, the king of 


Spain, and tlie greateſt part of the princes of the Em- 
pire, alarmed by the conqueſts of Lewis XIV, united 
themſelves in 1673 with Holland, te ſtop a torrent 
which ſeemed to threaten all Europe. The king of 
England was, in ſome e forced by his pr 


| ment to make peace. 
Lewis 


— 
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ahẽſiiẽrent pas a lui faire, au milieu de ſes con- 


que tes, des propoſitions qui marquoient leur detreſſe. 
Mais Louis, victorieux, —Louis, dont l'amour: propre 
avoit ẽtẽ vivement pique, Louis, fer de ſes ſuccès, et 
environne de courtiſans adulateurs, ne ſongea pas 
aux viciſſitudes de la fortune, qu'il E prouva fps 


n 


* eirconſlances. Les conditions de. paix qu' il 


propoſa parurent accablantes à un peuple libre, dont 
le. courage. comme, il arri ve ordinairement, fut ra- 
nims par le dEſeſpoir, 


{+ iy ; 


Le Grand-penfionnaire, Jean de Witt, a que ſes Uns 


e andeicns da faire reſpecter, devint odieux 
pour avoir déſiré la paix. L'injuſte fureur de la 
populice' Pimmola eruellement à la haine du prince 
d Otange, nommé Stathouder. On ne penſa plus 
qu'a ſauver la république, ou 3 8'enſevelir' ſous ſes 


tunes! On perga les digues de la mer; on s'expoſa 


par cette inondation aux plus dures incommodités; 
mais n 550 wy One: et = la 2 rend _ 
ſapportable. * 6 | acl 


lb Tarts: que £7 Hollande.&toit 419 1 lax; eaux, 


ou entre les mains des Frangois,. les flottes Hol- 
landoiſes combattirent trois fois celles de France et 
Angleterre, et le fameux amiral Ruyter ſoutint la 
gloire de ſa nation. Cependant Ie empereur Leopold, 
le roi d'Eſpagne, et la plupart des princes de Em- 
pire, alarmes des conquetes de Louis XIV, s'unirent 
avec la Hollande en 1673, pour arrèter un torrent 
qui ſembloit menacer Europe entière. Le roi d' An- 
gleterre fut comme e par ſon parlement 40 faire 
la paix. DE | 
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Lewis, with much grief and reluctance, gave up tlie 
three provinces he had ſo rapidly ſubdued. A great 


part of Europe fell upon him; but it was for bim a new 
occaſion of triumphs. In 1674. he conquered the 


Franche-Comté, which Spain irrecoverably loſt. 


In Germany, Turenne, with an army much 
inferior to that of his enemies, Aiconderted all their 


meaſures, and gained conſiderable advantages. By 


the devaſtation of the Palatinate, Lewis wiſhed to 
revenge the ill-uſage of ſome particular perſons. The 
French minifter had ordered this vengeance, of which 
the virtuous Turenne was, in ſpite of himſelf, the in- 
ſtrument; two cities and twenty-five villages were un- 
mercifully reduced to aſhes. In the Low Countries, 
Conde gained the bloody battle' of Senef, which only 
ſerved to increaſe the loſs on each fide. Within the 


| ſpace of two leagues, twenty-five thouſand bodies were 


buried ;—ſach are the fruits of the vain ambition and 
falſe glory of heroes. Both ſides chaunted Te Deum, 
when they had much more reaſon ta r than rejoice. 


The emperor had ſent the celebrated general Monte- 
cuculli againſt the marſhal Turenne. Theſe two rivals, 
after, having excited the admiration of Europe, by 
marches and encampments, more glorious than victo- 
ries, were on the point of coming to a decifive action, i in 


1675, when Turenne was killed by A cannon- ball, 


near Salzback, as he was examining a battery. The 


ſame bullet baving. carried away the arm of M. de St. 


Hilaire, lieutenant-general, his ſon ran to bim in 
tears. My ſon,” exclaimed St. Hilaire, © it is not 
6 fon me that you ſhould weep, but for that great 


cc man.“ 


Turenne 
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Louis eut le chagrin d'abandonner les trois pro- 
vinces qu'il venoit de ſubjuguer fi rapidement. Une 
grande partie de l'Europe lui tomboit ſur les bras; 
mals ee fut pour lui une nouvelle matière de triomphe. 
En 16794, il conquit la Franehe- Comtèë, qui fut enlevẽe 
ſans retour à la monarchie Eſpagnole. 5 
Du cõtè de Allemagne, Turenne, avec une armẽe 
fort infsrieure à celle des ennemis, dEconcerta toutes 
leurs meſures, et remporta des avantages conſidé ra- 
bles. Louis vouloit ſe venger des cruautes qu'on 
avoit, exerctes ſur quelques particuliers; il fit devaſter 


le Palatinat. Le miniſtre Frangois ayoit ordonne cette 
vengeance; le vertueux Turenne en fut, malgr6 lui, Vin- 


ſtrument; deux villes et vingt-cing villages furent 
impitoyablement reduits en cendres. Dans les Pays- 
bas, Condé gagna la ſanglante bataille de Senef, 
qui ne ſeryit guꝭres qu'a augmenter les pertes de part 


et d'autre. Dans un eſpace de deux lieues, on enterra 


vingt· cinq mille eadavres ; tels ſont les fruits de Pam- 
bition et de la fauſſe gloire des heros. Les Frangois, et 
les ennemis chanterent des Ze Deum, tandis qu'ils 
- abbienit plus ſajet'de pleurer que de ſe rẽjouir. 

L Empereur avoit oppoſe au marẽchal de Turenne 
le cèlèbre general” Montécuculli. Ces deux rivaux, 
apres ay6ir excite Vadmiration de l'Europe, par des 
marches" et des campemens plus glorieux que des 

vitoires, 'Etoient ſur le point d'en venir a une action 
deciſive; en 1675 5, lorſque Turenne fut tuẽ d'un coup 
de canon pres de Salzbach, en examinant la place 
d'une batterie. Le mème boulet ayant emporte le 


bras du marquis de St. Hilaire, lieutenant-general, for 


fils courut à lui tout 6plore.” . Mon fils,“ &ecria Saint- 
Hilaire, © ce n'eſt pas moi qu'il faut pleurer, c'eſt ce 
v1; grand nme. 
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i Topnnactcſnal. this eulogium, both on ac- 
eee of the qualities of his ſoub and his ſuperior ta- 
lents. The- proud Louvois, bee this nat 
rejoiced at his death. From £} b ino 

In the mean time, Montecuculli ue Rhe 
. penetrated into Alſatia. The great Condé went 
to encounter him, and ſtopped his progreſss. 

- ..-Such were the ſtrength of government, the reſources 
of the miniſtry, the addreſs. of the generals, the diſci- 


pline and courage of the troops, that France preſerved 


its ſuperiority until the end of this war. Sicily revolted 
againſt Spain, and gave itſelf up to onde Ruy- 
ter came to the ſuccour of the Spaniards, but found 
in the celebrated Du Queſne a formidable competitor. 
The Ftench fleet was thrice. victorious; and Hol- 
land loſt Ruyter, whom Lewis XIV himſelf honour- 
ed with his regret. From a cabin-boy he was be- 
come by his merit one of the firſt men of the republic; 
thus the obſcurity, of his. Wale gave new. glory to 

his name. 512 en 9. £13 

The king made two ee in Flanders, as . 
bre ee firſt. He took Valenciennes, Cambray, 
and other towns; and, after his brother had gained the 
battle of Caſſel, returned to Verſailles in 1677. 1 
am ſorry,” ſaid he to Racine and Deſpreaux, his 
hiſtorians, that you have not come to this laſt 
campaign; you would have ſeen the war, and your 
journey would not have been long.“ 4 Your ma- 
<« jeſty, replied Racine, did not give us time to 
%% make up our cloaths: an ingenious reply. which 
ſheweg the art ſo common in Hens] . giving reliſh 
to e, iin ens b 14 

ad > | The 


Ctx r XXXIV. LOUIS XIV. 188 
Turenne mèéritoit un pareil eloge, autant par les 


qualités de fon ame, que par la ſupériorité de ſes 
talens. L'orgueilleux Louvois, ere de ce heros, 


ſe rẽjouit de ſa mort. 


Cependant Montecuculli paſſa ie Rhin, e et Pöhler | 


ew Alſace”; / le ney WG nen contre lui et 
Parreta. 1280 

Telle ẽtoit 14 158 Js gouvernement, les lots 
du miniſtère, ' Phabilete des generaux, la diſcipline 
et le courage des troupes, que la France conſerva 
ſa fuperiorits juſqu'à la fim de cette guerre. La Sicile 
ſe révolta contre l' Eſpagne, et ſe donna à la France. 
Ruyter vint au ſecours des Eſpagnols; mais il 
trouva dans le celtbre Du Queſne un émule re- 
doutable; La flotte Frangoiſe fut trois fois victorieuſe, 
et la Hollande perdit Ruyter, que Louis XIV lui- 
meme honora de ſes regrets. De mouſſe, il étoit 
devenu par ſon mérite Pun des premiers hommes 
de la Tepublique ;— ainſi la baſſeſſe de ſon origine 
donna un nouveau relief a ſa renommee. 

Le roĩ fitdeux campagnes en Flandre, auſh glorieuſes 
que les premieres, II prit Valenciennes, Cambrai, et 
d'autres villes; enfin, apres que ſon frere eut gagne la 
bataille de Caſſel, il revint à Verſailles, en 1679. © Je 
4" ſuis faché,“ dit-il à Racine et à Deſpreaux, ſes 


hiſtoriographes, | que vous ne ſoyez pas venus 3 


cette: dernière campagne: vous auriez vu la guerre, 


set votre voyage n'eüt pas été long.“ Votre 


e majeſté, repondit Racine, ne nous a pas donné 


45; le temps de faire faire nos habits:“ reponſe in- 


genieuſe, / où l'on reconnoit Part fi commun il 
cour aſſaiſonner la flatterie. 8 i | 
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The king triumphed: on all ſides, either by himſelf 
or his generals. The ſucceſs of his arms rendered him 
the arbitrator of Europe. He gave it peace, and en- 
joined the conditions. The treaty of Nimegue, in 1678. 

was his work. Spain gave up the Franche-Comté and 

a great part of Flanders. Lewis was now at the height 
of his glory, and in France has. courtiers 580 him 
the furname of Great. i eee in, 


It is to be regretted, that the . poers of his 
age have joined the throng of flatterers, and been 5 
eager in honouring him with this title; doubtful as 
is whether poſterity will retain it, when once cn 
fiaſm has ſubſided, and made room for reflection. 


Nevertheleſs, the idolatrous praiſes beſtowed upon 
this prince, by learned men, were not totally falſe, and 
might, in them, be excuſed. The majeſty « of his per- 
ſon, the pageantry of his court, the fort of worſhip 
paid him, feized upon their 1 imagination ; the enthu- 
fiaſm became contagious; they were themſelves - in- 
toxicated by the incenſe of the adulators. In effect, 
no prince has ever been the object of fo much ho- 
mage: there was an emulation of ſervility, a compe- 
tition of encomiums which he did not bluſh | to ac- 
cept, às they were not aſhamed to laviſh them on him. 
The conſtant Proſperity of his arms elated. the 
hearts of the French; they were proud of ſuch a maſter, 
What paſſed under their eyes contributed to make 
them ſo, by the high opinion which the monarch's 
enterpriſes gave them of his capacity and power, At 
that time, the palaces of Verſailles, of Marly, and of 
Trianon were en Exquiſite pictures, a furni- 
+: 4 ture 


Cu. XXXIV. LOUIS. XIV. 89 


Le roi triomphoit de tous cõtẽs, ou par lui- meme, 
ou par ſes generaux. Le ſuccès de ſes armes le 
rendoit Varbitre de l'Europe. II lui donna la paix, et 
en impoſa les conditions. Le traité de Nimegue, en 
1678, fut ſon ouvrage. L'Eſpagne cëda la Franche- 
Comte. et une grande partie de la Flandre. Louis 
étoit au comble de la grandeur ; et en France ſes 
courtiſans lui donnèrent le ſurnom de Grand. 
II eſt a regretter que les poetes les plus cẽlèbres ; 
de ſon ſièele ſe ſoient mEles dans la foule des flat- 
teuts, et ayent ẽtẽ ſi empreſſẽs de conſacrer un ſurnom, 
que la poſtẽritẽ refuſera peut- Etre de ſanctionner, quand 
une fois l'enthouſiaſme aura fait place a la reflexion. 
Neanmoins les louanges idolitres que les gens 
de lettres prodiguoient a ce prince, n'ẽtoient pas 
abſolument fauſſes de leur part, et pourroient 
s'cxcuſer. La majeſts de fa perſonne, le faſte de 
fa cour, Veſpece de culte qu'ils lui yoyoient rendre, 
faififſoit | leur imagination; l'enthouſiaſme devenoit 
contagieux ; Vencens des adulateurs les enivroit eux- 
me mes. En effet, jamais prince n'a été objet de 
tant 'hommages; ; c'toit une Emulation de ſervitude, 
une conſpiration d'<loges, qu'il: ne rougiſſolt pas de 
receyoir, puiſqu'on ne rougiſſoit pas de les lui 
donner. La proſperite conſtante de ſes armes en- 
floit 4e cœur des Frangois ; ils Etoient fiers d'un 
tel. mattre, Ce qui ſe paſſoiĩt ſous leurs yeux con- 
tribuoit a les enorgueillir, par la haute opinion que 
les entrepriſes du monarque leur donnoient de fa 
capacité et de ſa puiſſance. C'eſt alors que gache- 
voient les palais de Verſailles, de Marly et de Trianon. 5 
Des peintures admirables, des meubles auff Elegans 
* 8 que 
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ture as. elegant as rich decorated their apartments; 
and there ſhone throngbout a majeſtic ſumptuouſneſs. 
It was difficult that the poſſeſſor and creator of theſe 
magnificent places ſhould not himfelf feel movements 
of pride, eſpecially being inceſſantly ſurrounded with 
the preſtiges of adulation. It was ſeen to what extent 
its exceſſes could be carried, in the almoſt pagan de- 
dication of the king” 8 ſtatue, i in 1686, at the ſquare of 
Victories. I was there,” ſays Saint-Simon, ; 0” and 
« I concluded, from the meanneſſes of which I was 
<« witneſs, that if he had withed to be adored, he 
% would have found plenty of adorers.“ 15 
Can we be aſtoniſhed that in the midſt of a court, 
. compoſed of poiſoners, who burnt at hig feet the moſt 
infectious incenſe, Lewis ſhould: have fallen a prey to 
the delirium af ſelf- love of ſelf-adoration, ſo far as 
not to coneeive how the ſtate might | be: conſidered 
as individually diſtinct from his perſon ? We have ſeen 
how defective his education was, or, rather, what care 
had been taken to corrupt the virtues he might poſ- 
ſeſs; hence it will be no matter of wonder, that 3 
long time after, in his higheſt fit of devotion, there 
remained to him ſuch an eſtrangement from one of the 
principal virtues of Chriſtianity, that madame de 
Maintenon could nat forbear ſpeaking of it. The 
« king,” ſaid ſhe, does not fail in any abſtinence; 
but he does not comprehend That he muſt humble 
«< himſelf.” | 
The Peace, of which he proſexibed the 2 
tions, did not hinder him from ſtill extending his 
dominions; a great number of ſeigniories were taken 
from ſovereigns who had long poſſeſſed them, Straf- 
; * bourg, | 
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que riehes en decorefefft les appartemens; pat- tout 
brilloit une ſomptuofite ae 200k Starks Bris 


5 1t 


1199 


LA pie n ſenttt pas lui-meme des mouyemens 


1 


4 ſur-tout environs fans ceſſe des prelliges 


adu lation.” On vit juſqu'ou elle pouvoit porter 
2 ercks, dans dedicace route paterine | de la 


341 . 
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atue du roi 4 1⁴ Place « des Viftoires, en 1686. 40 Je 
1 { Frois, » dit Saint- Simon, ys et je conclus par les 


1 


Teſſes dont je fus temoin, | que $ 11 avoit vou- 


1d e faire adorer, . al auroit. trouye des adore» : 


** teurs.. 
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Faut-il . i; milicy. * cour Jakes 
poiſonneurs, qui brüloient à ſes pieds l'encens le 
plus infect, Louis ait pu ——__ dans le :delire 
B de lui- meme, au point 
qu'il ne 5 qu'on pũt ſeparer Vetat de * 
perſonne? On a vu le * d' education qu'il. avoit 
| xega; on plutôt le ſoin qu'on avoit pris d'alterer les 
yertus qu'il pouvoit avoir; ainſi on ne ſera pas 
ſurpris que long-temps apres; dans le plus fort de 
ſa devotion; al lui ſoit encore reſiẽ, pour une des prin» 
eipales:yertus du Chriſtianiſme; un tel 'Eloignement, 


| - madame de Maintenon ne pouvoit sen taire. Le 


<<©,104/7 diſoit-elle, “ ne manque à aucune abſti- 
„nce unis il ne comprend. pas qu'il faille s hu- 
% milier.” % Atti 
Tout en prefer want les anon de la paix, le roi 
trouva le moyen d'stendre encore ſes domaines; un 
grand nombte de ſeigneuries farent enlevees 4 des 

ſouverains qui en jouiſſolent depuis long-temps. 
i 00 : | SAS. 
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bourg. however, ſtill preſerved its liberty. This 
powerful city was ſo much the more to be dreaded, 
that having a bridge over the Rhine, it could open 
a paſſage into the kingdom for the enemy. Louvois, 
the worthy miniſter of an ambitious monarch, under- 
| took to reduce it. Whilſt he treated with the ma- 
giſtrates, gaining ſome and intimidating others, a 
French army threatened the city. The treaty of ſur- 
render was concluded in 1681, notwithſtanding the 
groans of a republican people; and, in a ſhort time, 
this great place, fortified by Vauban, became the French 
rampart on the fide of Germany. _ 

Colberthad put the navy in ſo flouriſhing. a con- 
dition, that the king ordered him to make all the Spa- 
niſh veſſels lower their flags. The ports of Breſt, 
Toulon, Dunkirk, upwards of an hundred men of 
war, and fixty thouſand ſeamen in pay, announced a 
power capable of extending. its empire every. where. 
The Corſairs, which infeſted the Mediterranean, diſ- 
appeared before his ſquadrons. Du Queſne, in 1682, 
bombarded Algiers, which {till reſiſted, and for the firſt 
time made uſe of bomb-yeſſels, invented by a French - 
man (Bernard Renaud), but of which the enemies of 
France availed themſelves in their turn againſt her. Till 
then it had not been thought poſſible to play mortars, 
with any effect, in a floating machine, Algiers, after 
having been ſtormed, ſent to make ſubmiſſion. Tunis 
and Tripoli ſnared the ſame fate. | 

Lewis, diſpleaſed with the Genoeſe, who had con- 
| Airudted ſome galleys for Spain, and had fold powder 
to the Corſairs, made them feel the weight of his ven- 
_— in pins Fourteen thouſand bombs deſtroyed 


a great 


nN XIV., OU EV up 
Straſbourg conſervoit ſa libertè. Cette ville puiſſante, 
Etoit d'autant plus, redoutable, qu ayant un pont ſur le 


Rhin, elle ouvroit aux ennemis Ventree du royaume. 


Louvois, digne miniſtre d'un monarque ambitieux, 


entreprit de la réduire. II. traita avec les magiſtrats, | 


gacnant les uns, intimidant les autres, en mẽme temps 
qu'une arme F rangoiſe menagoit la ville. Le traité 
de reddition fut conclu en 1681, malgrẽ les gẽmiſſe- 


mens d'un peuple rẽpublicain. Bientòt cette grande 


place, fortifiee par Vauban, devint le e de la 
France du cote de Allemagne. 


* 


Colbert avoit mis la marine Aan un Etat fi florif- 5 


ſant, que le roi ordonna de faire baiſſer pavillon 3 à tous 
les vaiſſeaux Eſpagnols. | Les ports de Breſt, de Tou- 
ſoixante-mille matelots, annongoient une Puiffanes 
capable d'étendre par- tout ſon empire. Les Corſaires, 


qui infeſtoient Ja MEditerrann&e, diſparurent devant ſes 
eſcadres. Du Queſne eut ordre, en 1682, d'aller bom- 


barder Alger, qui tefiſtoit encore. On fit uſage | pour la 


4 


premiere fois des galiotes i bombes, inventees par un 
Fratigois (Bernard Renaud), mais dont les ennemis 


profitefeit à leur tour contre la France. Juſqu- alors 
on n'avoit Pas eru que les mortiers puſſent. j jouer avec, 
effet fur une machine flottante. Alger, apres avoir 


eEtẽ foudroyee, envoya faire des ſoumiſſions. Tunis 
et Tripoli ſubirent le meme ſort. 


Mccontent de Genes, qui ee ten 


galères pour l' Eſpagne, et qui avoit vendu de la poudre 


aux Corſaites, Louis, en 1684, lui fit ſentir comme a 
eux tout le poids de ſa vengeance. Quatorze mille 
bombes 
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| 4 great part of this ſuperb city; at 


{the Doge Was 
obiäged to come in perſon and afk pardon. In the 
midſt of the magnificerice of Verſailles, he was aſked 


what he found the moſt ſtriking : he replied, to ſer 


Wu 


„ myſelf here“ Tue Doge was charmed with tlie 
politeneſs of the monarch, and wounded by the inſo- 


lence of his miniſters. The king,” faid he, de- 
i prives our hearts of liberty, by the mantter in which 
e he receives us; but his "miniſters" teſtore it 
«to us.“ It was more glorious to Lewis XIV to 
deſerve this praiſe, than to ſee at his feet the chief of a 
Republic, which had been fo rigouroully wall for 
ſo OR a fault. 5 5 2 
: nlite 7 S019 


As if theſe Df beitet tant not been ſuf- 


ficient to ſatiate the pride of Lewis XIV, ſome ambaſſi- 


dors ſent by the king of Siam from the remoteſt 
parts of 'Afia to court his friendſhip, arrived at Verſailles 
in the ſame year. They had audience only of the mini 
ſters, and ſaw the King in the gallery as he was going 
to the chapel. The next year ſome ambaſſadors were 
ſent 10 che king of Siam, Such embaſſies mey afford 
ſcope to many philoſophical reflexions. This embaſſy 
was the conſequence of the intrigues of an obſcure 
Greek, named Conſtance, who having Become miniſter 


to the Indian deſpot, thought of dethroning him * 


it was à political farce, like many of this kind in 
the reign of Lewis XIV. They would, at this time, 
appear to us perfectly ridiculous; but then it was 


faſhionable to extol a vain and haughty monareh, who 


delighted in being compared ſometimes to David, tri- 
e e e ese de ve er ae eee 
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ſugerbe. II fallut que le Doge yint en, perſonne. de- 
mander. grace. Au milieu das magnificences de Ver- 
ſailles, interrogé ſur ce qu'il y trouvoit de plus 
ſinguliet: «cet de m'y voir; r pondit- il. Le Doge 
fut charmé de la politeſſe du , monarque, et bloſſe 


de la fierté des miniſtres. Le roi, diſoit- il te 


** anos. ccurs la liberté, par la manière dont il nous 
10 regoit; mais ſes miniſtres nous la rendent.“ II 
kioit plus gloricux, a Louis XIV de meriter cet 

klage, que de FAIL. A, ſes pieds le chef d'une r& 
publique, traits avec tant de Aer mou en 
fi legere, 

Comme fi- ces ſoumiſſions forces n N per fu 
pour aſſou vir l'orgueil de Louis XIV, on vit la meme 
aunse atriver a Verſailles, des c6tes les plus recu- 
lies de. PAfie, des ambaſſadeurs que le toi de Siam lui 
envoya, pour rechercher ſon amitié. Ces ambaſſadeurs 
n eutent cependant audience que des miniſtres, et ne vi- 
Nn roi que dens la galerie comme it alloit à la meſſè. 
Leanne ſuivante on envoya au roi de Siam des am- 

baleeurs. Ces ſortes d ambaſſades peuvent fournir 
mutisre à beaucoup de reflexions philoſophiques. 
Oellevei toit le fruit des intrigues d'un Gree ob- 

ſeut, nommé Conſtance, devenu le miniſtre du 
deſpote Iadien, et qui penſoit à le dẽtrôner 7 
e ttoit une comèdie politique, comme il y en a c⏑ 


plußeuts de ce gente ſous” le regne de Louis IV. 


Elles nous paroltroient aujourd'hui bien ridicules 


mais alors c ostoĩt le ton à la mode de Nuer un 
monarque vain et orgueilleux, qui aimoit à ſever”. 1 


Sn. tantôt à David triomphant de ſes 


tantöst à Salomon donnant audience aux ambeſſi- ö 
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bombes.,-Ecraserent une grande partie de cette ville 
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193 LEWIS XIV. CHAP XXXIV. 
giving audience to the ambaſſadors of the Indian kings. 
le reſembled them, no doubt, in ſome reſpects, but 
not on their beſt ſide. Sioibne xus3 

6 In the mean time, Innocent Ek. a haughty and in- 
flexible, though virtuous pontiff, braved, this powerful 
monarch. They had dusrrelled for a long time on 


9 


very ancient claim belonging to the kings, of France. 


It gave them aright of receiving t the revenues of vacant. 
Kip and. nominating | to the benefices which 


nen 


n 


out the kingdom. Two "biſhops. ed forth pet 
| his authority, and Were ſupported by the x pope. The 
diſpute grew warm; the general aſſembly « of the clergy, 
in 1082, ſided with the court. The pope having. 
condemned this ſtep, the opportunity, was. ſeized of 
examining. the rights and pretenſions of the x pope bim- 
1. 1193 
ſelf. „The aſſembly fi fi gnalized, themſelyes by. the four 


511 14 = 


famous, articles, which expoſed the doc ine of ile 
; Gallican church. The ſubſtance of theſt articles Wa, 
1ſt. That the eccleſiaſtical Pore, bad no aut 7 
over the temporal affairs of princes... 20 „ That 
| general, council was, ſuperior to. the pope, \ according 15 
. the deciſi ion of the. council of ( | nſtance, : ay, | at 
the cuſtoms, and laws regeived 1 in the Gallican C burch,” 
ought | to be maintained. 1 -4thly,. That the judgment 
of the ſovereign pontiff, in matters of faith, was only 
infallible after the conſent of the church. 
Innocent XI, more irritated than ever, condemned 
the propoſitions of the clergy, and refuſed his bulls 


to all the biſhops nominated by the king. This in- 
flexible 


* 
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deurs des rb des Indes. Il leur reſſembloit, en effet, 


à certains égards; mais ce n' toĩt pas par leurs plus” 


beaux endroits. RE The hf! thact 1151111 410 1011 


Ce pendant Innocent XI, | pontife vertueur, 1 mais altier 


7 


et inlle Kible, bravoit ce i monarque ſi fi redoutable. Is 


* 


5 bröuiles depuis long -temps au ſujet, de 1 


291 3s 


Sale, droit particvlier aux rois de France, et qui 


Re 7485 


18 one juſqu 79 temps les plus reculés, Par lequel, 


15 18287 10 251 | 
1 5 pe 1455 dient les revenus des Eveches vacans, et nom- 


5 ance 1a vacance aux benéfices dependans 
5, 5 sche. "Quelg ues. Egliſes ſe pretendojent ex- 
ol cee Louis XIV declara par un. edit, 
ae 3 ela Rega ile $'Etendoit.. à tout le royaume. 
Cx wes 18 1 contre Tautorité, et fürent 
ſouten gb ; 5 La diſpute 8 echauffa; Taf- 


—_ 


 ſemblee 86 enérale « u clergs, en 1682, prit le party 


5 ur. Le p pe ayant condamne cette demafche, 
5 1 e C: Ton. examiner les droits et les Pie 
lige Pape meme. L'aſſemblee ſe fignala 10 
ſes 4 'atre fa ien IX 1 ou fut expoſce la doctrin 

d 1 Zliſe ett. © Tis portent en "ſubſtance f we: 
1 has a puil on n'a aucun Pour aller) 
RE ht = mpc ON des princes. 5 *, Q 1e dohcile 
e eſt" Tax xcrieur au pa pe, be 1e ceneile 


& Ar wo ſtance 1 deci . 35 Que les coutumes et 
les abs: ans "Teglife Gallicane doleent sette 


nat ol <q ur 1 5 
waintenues. 45 


ye b ji Jugement du Touverain p ons” 
tife, en PD a ag. 


fol, n'eſt Infaillibſe qu'apr 44 
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Ingogent XI, Plus itrité que jamais, condamna 


les/ propoſitions, du,,.clergs,.; et, refuſa des hulles à 


tous les 1Eveques, nommés par le roi. Sette roideur 
inet C c 2 | inflexible _ 
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flexible harſhneſs nearly occaſioned à ſchiſm. Se- 
Verxral perſons in France talked much of eſtabliſhing a 
patriarch, independent of Rome; but the e Or 
rather the bigotry of the king, prevented it. not: 
Lewis was, however, too haughty to Yield t to the 
pope. The latter was determined to aboliſh the privi- 
Aleges of the ambaſſaders, whoſe hotels, and the places 
5 farrounding them; were like inviolable alylums. 
Thieves anid' affaffins had ffed there, and hid them- 
ſelves from juſtice. Such an abuſe, in the capital 
of the Chriſtian world, only ſubſiſted becauſe the 
honoür of crowned heads appeared” interefted in it. 
Tube Emperor, and the, kings of Spain and Poland, 
entered into the views of Vier? Lewis, it 1s 
ſaid, openly declared, that ** he would never regulate 
e his actiens by the example of others, but that it 
4 was their buſineſs to follow his.” This pride was 
fupported by acts. The ambaffador from France 
entered Rome, in 1687, with 4 train of ſoldiers, and 
affected to brave the pontiff, Who © had abſolutely ſup- 
preſſed ſuch privileges. The cenſures which he paſſed 
don him, ſerved only to enrage the king, who im- 
- metiately ſeized” upon Avignon; and if Lewis had 
"had leſs reſpett for the Holy See, he would have car- 
red his reſentment to' a greater length. Prance and 
Rome were held together, in the opinion of politicians, 
only by a thread which was ready to break. 
But Lewis was very cantious not ta, give up. a re- 
gion which, more than any other, is favourable. to 
arbitrary power. Thus, during theſe; violent quarrels | 
with. Innocent, Lewis affected to ſignalize his zeal 
or the Catholic religion, by endeavouriug to give the 
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iulleribie peufs prbädite un ſclilbr On ie 
deja d'etabfir en France un patriarche indEpendant | 
oe Rome; la een 0 1 le bigotiſme du r0ĩ 
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Luis, [rependant, Etoit tog der pour obdex an 
Celui-ci vouloit abolir les franchiſes das n. 
baſladeprs, dont. les hotels, et meme les; quartiens 
alentour Etoicnt. comme un aſyle inviolable, Vp» 
leurs, aſſaſſins s mettoient à couvert de la juſſice. 
Un tel abus, dans la capitale du monde Chrétien, 
ne ſubſiſtoit, que parce que Yhonneur. des Couronnes 
x paroiſſoit interefſe, I. Empereur, les rois d'Eſpagne 
et de Pologne ſe. rendirent aux youx d' Innocent. 
Fabi dit-qn, declara au nonce, que , jamais il 
tf Tn wait pris pour regle rexemple dautrui, et que 
„gStoit 4 lui a ſervir d' exemple. Cette hauteur 
ir ſoutenue pat des  effcts, Un nouvel ambaſſadeur 
qu on envoya 3, Rome en 1687, y  entra/ avee un 
konégs de gens. de guerre, et affecta de hraver le 
Pape, qui ayoit ſupprims abſolument les franchiſes, 
Les cenſures dont l'ambaſſadeur fut frapps ne fer ryirent 
an', gigrir le, roi, ani aufftöt sempara d' Avignon, 
et aurgit meme et plus loin, vil avoit ed moins 
de feſpect pour le Saint ger. v0 e France, dans 
. Fopinion, des politiques, ne nag A eee 
un fil pret 3. ſe ompr. 3 2 x ay oats yl ins 


Mais Louis nayoit garde” CI? une re- 
ligion, qui, plus que toute autre, favoriſe Pautorite. 
arbitraire; auſſi,” dans le plus fort de ſes demeles 
avec Innocent XI, affecta-t· il de ſignaler ſon zèle 
pour la Catholicite, en s' ęfforcant de Porter au Cal 
Malle le coup mortel ; en quoi neanmoins il fit 
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Since the taking of La Rochelle, the Calvinifts, 
unable. to form. themſelves - into factions, peaccably. 
enjoyed. their: privileges, without, diſquieting the go- 

vernment. The monarch did not fear them, and 

profited by their labours; but, he was. cafily Per 
ſuaded, by the mean flatterers who ſurrounded him, 
that the glory and intereſt of his eroyyn demanded 
the extinction of hereſy; that he was omnipo- 
tent, and every thing ought. to yield to his will, 
Full of theſe proud ideas, and. ambitious. of ferving 
religion, notwithſtanding, the. cauſe of complaint he 
had againſt, the pope, he began, to oppreſs. the Proteft- 
ants, . reſtraining them more and more in their 
liberty, and very ſoon employed that violence, whi 


but ill ſupplies the place of ene ; 
29 ö Ennoftim 20 


yy MiGonaries ſent. into. the proy ipces, and. Mor 
| FEY, . . 80 the r prodygny 05 very 


be, I e chancellor Le Teller, and 1 
n, were naturally, inclined. to, the dangergus , mea 
A of deſpotiſm. The.dragoons diſpatched by the 
oſt Chrillian king, too, eagerly, executed their, com 
miffſon. his rigour produced the , contrary. effect 
intended; it changed at once the zeal. of the Calyi- 
mite int enchußsfm., They looked on their r.country 
on as. a new Babylon ; and the more, precav- 
ions, were, taken fe prevent their Hing from it, the 
more they believed W ar to break Ll 


e 8388 
12 8 : ww, | | the 85 : : As 


Cage, AEXIV., LOUIS, XIV, 9g, 
Bat , irs 8 Wor. Forguel F 15 | P f 1 q Nen ar 4 
geſſe et N 2110097 bags! bun Sins! 
Depuis la priſe de la Rochelle, les Calviniſtes, 
kts" d'tat de former des factions, jouifföient pai- 
ſiblement! de leurs privileges, fans" inq mister le gous 
verneent. Le mofarque ne les craigneit point, 
er profftoft de leurs ſervices” mais les vils flatteürs 
qul Lefitourblent, lui perſuadètent aiſement que Til 
[Site et Vinterer" de fa couronne demandoient 
eller n UE Pherefe; wi" powedit tönt! dus 

tout devoit ceder à fa volonté. Plein de ces idées 
orgüeilleuſes, ambitionnant d'ailleurs le mérite de 
fetvit la” religion © malgre ſes griefs contre le Pape; 
I comttietica par gener fes*Proteftaris;” par reſtrein- 
dis de prus en plus leur liberte, et bientst ik em- 

ploya la violence, qui jamais ne ſupplée 4 la Pere 
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Des miſſionnaires envoyés dans les provinces, et 
Fatgenlt diſtribué aut convertis, ne produifünt pas 
un effet afſez tapide, on envoya des troupes poult 
infpiket la terreur. Le chancelier le Tellier, et Lou- 
ois; folt fl, Etoient naturellement portés aux volts 
daſigefeuſes du deſpotiſme. Les dragons, dépechés 
Par le tor tres- Chrétien, n'exécutèrent que trop bien 
Kur commiſſion Ces Dragennudes produifirent Feet 
Ttdihalre} elles thangeretit tout d'un coup en cnthöü- 
falt le zTcle des Calviniſtes. Ils ne regardoient Ir 
Pitreie que comme uns nouvelle Rabylone]! et plüs 
; oft plenoit de précautions pour les empecher de 
"Penfai?, Pias ils ſc croyojent 'obliges de romipfe leurs | 
_ Hh 289109 07 gilde zelne bovoiled youu SIO: | 
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As ſome ſtars, when arrived at their apogee, appear 


for a time motionleſs, ſo, ſince dhe peact of Nimegue, 
the glory of Lewis XIV. was, in ſome meaſure, ſta- 
tionary : then the edifice; of his grandeur was com- 


pletads hen. aſa h decline was prepared · 21 
In the year Adnet loſſes of this monarch be- 


gan. The firſt was that of the queen, of whom he 
was depriyed by an almoſt ſudden illneſa; at the mo- 
ment when, reclaimed from the efferveſcence of paſ- 
ſions, he began to ſtudy; her happineſs, to pay her his 


'  deveirs,- to converſe with ber, to expreis friendly 


ſentiments to her, and ſometimes a tender ardour. 


5 +: Another loſs, which may be-reckoned amongſt the 
__ greateſh, was that of Golbert; that miniſter of the 


finances and marine, whoſe; name is become an eulogy. 
Intruſted with theſe two important departments, he 
carried them on with equal advantage, and ſupported 
one hy the other. Sully made the riches of the ſtate 


donſiſt in Paſturage and tillage; Colbert in cominerce, 


and both were right, according to the age they lived 
in. The former having it in his province to reſtore 
the kingdom, exhauſted by the crue l wars of the League, 
attended to its ſubſiſtence; ; the latter, finding the ſtate 
already, in ſome reſpects, recovered from the wars 


of the Fronde, applied himſelf to make it robuſt. 
In emulation of the neighbouring nations, whoſe com- 
merce rendered them proſperous, Colbert counte : 


nanced the merchants, and prevailed with the king 


that 2 marine ſhould be formed to protect them. He 


alſo engaged him to extend his favours upon men 


of ſcience and deu eren in foreign countries. 
Colbert 


22 c! * 95 
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Comme certains aſtres, qui parvenus 2 leur apogẽe, _ 
parvifſerit quelque temps immobites, ainfi depuis ls 
paix de Nimègue la glojre' de Louis XIV. Eteitz 


pour ainſi dire, fationnaire: alors s'acheva Feédifet 
de. ſa neee auſſi ſe ee echt 


cs monarque. La premiere” fut celle de la reine, 


ment que reyenu de  Fefferveſcence des paſſions} il 
commengaita la rendre heureuſe; quiil la recherchoit; 
qu ib converſoit avec elle; qu'il avoit pour elle un ai 


clamiti et quel quefois les empreſſemens de la tendteſſe, 


Une autre perte, et qu'on peut mettre au rang 
dle ſes plus grandes, fut celle de Colbert, ce miniſtre 


un Eloge. Charge de ces deux dtparteinens im- 


portans, il les faiſoit marcher d'un pas ᷑gal, et 


ſoutenoit l'un par Fautre. Sulli faiſoit conſiſter la 


richeſſe de Vetat'dans paturage et labourage; Colbert 


dans le commerce; et ils avoient raiſon tous deux, 


ſelon le temps oũ ils vivoient. Le premier, ayant à 
retabhe un royaume Epuiſe/ par les guerres croetles 


de la Ligue, ſongedit à la ſubſiſtance; le ſteond, 
_ trouvatit l'état deja un peu 'remis des guerres de la 
PFronde, Kappliqua à le rendre robuſte. Pique 


dmulation, en voyant les nations voiſines de lu 


France proſperer par le commerce, Colbert favoriſm 


bt négbcians, et perſuada au roi de orger une ma- 
rhie pour! les protéger. II l'engagea auffi à re pandte 
ſes bienfzits fur les ſavans et le gens de lettres 


e eee ene bbs dees 10 
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Colbert did not poſſeſs more, and Perhaps ſtill leſs 
knowledge than the cardinal Richelieu; but the object 
of his zeal was to encourage every art, ſcience and ta- 
lent ; he looked upon them as a ſource of glory for 
his king, and even, of profit for France. To him 
the kingdom was indebted for its ſplendour and 
riches; bowever, as war and the enotmous expences 
of the court had forced him, in order to raiſe 
money, to, have recourſe to thoſe extraordinary means 
which he diſliked, the people, forgetſul of the good | he 


had done, went Af; far as even. to ſeck to Mak his 


corple. 9 7ED83 to] 157 
After the death of Colbert, Louvois, rid of a rival 
whoſe prudence reſtrained him, ſet no bounds to 
his ambitious views. To render himſelf more and 
more neceſſary to the king, he raſhly engaged him 
to embark in many falſe concerns, the fatal con 
ſequences of which he dreaded but little, a 
he could maintain himſelf i in power and credit. 


But the epoch from which may chiefly 1 be dated the 


| end of Lewis XIV's triumphs, and the decay of his 
affairs, is when this monarch, having t turned a devotes 


and fill being a a prey 1 to vanity, placed his moſt Inti- 
mate confidence in a woman, blinded by her Zeal, 
and perhaps by] her own virtue, who, thinking to draw 
her king from the abyſs of paſhons, plunged him 
into that of bigotry. This woman, madame de Main- 


| tenon, had, It is true, been inſtrumental in renewing 


£71! 


regard ; 5; and on er wn eber to give. her 


I Li {5% 1 : "7 *% 


a token of ber eſte cem, 'or inwardly W what 
n was 


- 
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80 bert nie ſaveit pas Plus, et encore moins peut. 
2800 9860 8 40 earl de Richelieu; 2 mais 11 avoit 7 
335 1 e eee er tous les arts, toutes les e 
ous bes talens; N il les regardoit comme une ſource 
2 gloire, pour ſon Toi, et | meme de profit pour 1 
ME Ler royaume | lui devoit fa ſplendeur et ſes 
richefſes; ; néanmoins, comme la guerre et les depenſes 
s de la cour ravoient force, pour ſe procurer 
e recourir a ces moyens extraordinatres 
qu'il ne goütoit point, le peupts oubliant ce qu'il 
5 12 fait de bien, s emporta juſqu'à vouloir outras 
ger ſon cadavre. Aae 
Apres la mort de Colbert, Louvois, dẽ b arraſſẽ d'un 
coneurrent dont la prudence le tenoit en reſpect, 
be. mit plus de bornes a ſes vues ambitieuſes. Pour 
ſe rendreꝶde plus en plus néceſſaire au roi, il 
Tengagea dans toutes ſortes de demarches plus fauſſes 
les unes que les autres, et dont il redoutoit peu les 
ſuites facheuſes, pourvũ qu'il ſe conſervat en puiſ⸗ 
ſance et en credit. | 
5 =5 1 de laquelle on peut dater princi- 
| Wenner 2 la fin des triomphes de Louis XIV, et 1 
Jepeéri ement des affaires, celt celle on ce monarque, 
derer et topjours . vain, donna ſa confiance intime 
A, ne femme 3 aveuglee par ſon 2ele,, peut-etre meme 
155 17715 a propre vertu, et qui croyant retirer fon prince 
| des ons le. preci ita dans celui de la 
Fe pane 5 A pens RN 

| W ette emme, connue ous le 'n m de 


3 4 3413: 


madam Z e Maintenon, ayoit, il elt g ee 
1755 p © rapprocher,, le roĩ de "fon E Epoule. ere 
feine, en e ance, loi i marquoit 14 plus nde | 
| 4 ration to. mourant, ſoit, pour Tui mo FO 


i 1975 


lon, eſtime, bit ! Par un ſecret piaeüftde 2 cb 
qui 


5 
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was to happen, pulled off her ring, and gave it to her. 


> N OW, as this madame de Maintenon is to perform her 


part, and to influence moſt events of the latter part of 
this reign, perhaps it will not be improper to relate 
ſome circumſtances' of the life of a perſon who made 
the moſt ſingular fortune by a diſplay of vittue, but 
who, with all Ree Ae e her F nd Fg 


verge of ruin. 
178 55 


Frances d' Aubigne, ä of 1 Aeneon 
Agrippa d' Aubigné, who was famous in the time of 
the League, and a deſcendant from Geoſrey d' Aubigné 
knighted ſo early as 1160, was born in 1635, in the 


priſon of Niort, where e was: confined on 
account of his bad conduct, and where her mother, a 


woman of wiſdom and virtue, had immuted herſelf 
with him, At her birth ſhe was expoſed to all the 
horrors of indigence. Her mother could not ſucklg 


her; miſery and hunger had driven away ber milk. 


One of her aunts took her to her home, and gave uy 


to the lame nurſe who ſuckled her own ane 


223 llt 290i 13 


A few years . 8 4. Aubigne, obtained the 


enlargement of her huſband, and. embarked, With him 


and all her family for. America, where they had ſome 
property to recover. During the voyage Frances fell 
fick, and was ſo exceedingly bad as to ſnew no ſigns 


of life. Her body was about to be committed to the 
waves, when madame d' Aubigné defired once more 


to fold her unhappy daughter in her arms. She preſſed 
her hand to the heart of her child, and feeling ſome 
pulſation, cried out: „She js not dead l' And _ 
þer maternal dare te eg I her "A liſe. 


The 


[4 
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qui devoit arriver, elle avoit tire, ſa bague de ſon 
doigt, et la lui ayoit donnée. Or comme cette 
madame de Maintenon va dé ſormais paroltre ſur la 
ſcine, et qu'elle influera, ſur, la plupart des événe- 
mens de la fin de ce Tegne,, il convient de rap- 
porter quelques circonſtances de la vie d'une per- 
ſopne, qui à fait la fortune la plus fingulicre, en 
affichant la vertu, et qui, avec toute fa vertu, a . 
ruiner ſa patrie. 
„ Franßoiſe d'Aubigne, petite fille de Theodore 
Agrippa d' Aubigné, fameux du temps de la Ligue, et 
ilſue de Geofroi d' Aubigne, deja chevalier en 1160, 
naquit en 1635, dans les priſons de Niort, od fon 
pete roit- dẽtenu à cauſe: de ſa mauvaiſe conduite, 
et or ſa mere; femme pleine de ſageſſe et de vertu, 
toit enfermée avec ſon mari. Elle ſe trouva en 
_ maiſſantexpoſce/2 toutes les horreurs de l'indigence. 
Samète ne pouvoit Vallaiterz la misère et la, faim 
HMinavoient fait perdre ſon: lait. Une de ſes tantes 
debe ene ee mm e la meme nourrice 
_ quarfaifille no 14 ove erg Sit 
Quelques ann&es ade; 3 I'Aubigne « abbr 
"Pehtgifſement" de fon mari, et partit avec lui et toute 
I famille pour PAmérique, on ils avojent du bien 
A recueilliri Pendant la traverſte, Frangoiſe tomba 
malade, et fut à telle exttkmite, qu'elle ne donnoit 
plus atcun ſigne de vie. On alloit la jeter à la 
ier quand madame d Aübigné demanda qu'on lui 
Kaiſſat encore preſſer entre ſes bras fa malheureuſe 
fle. Elle toi Porte la main fur le cœur, ſent quel- 
adde mouvement: “ Elle tet pas torts!” 8'kerie- t- 
ches er en effet les ſpins matertels la Ne 
tout-à-fait à la vie. 1 190 Rene IEEE OB | 
„„ LS | 1 | Ls 
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The veſſel which contained this unfortunate; family, 
Was attacked by a corſair, eſcaped, and got into Marti- 
nico- D' Aubignẽ formed an eſtabliſhment advantage - 
dus enough even to live in opulence. His wife was 
recalled to Europe to ſettle ſome affairs. During ber 
abſence, d Aubignẽ gamed and diſſipated. all; at her 
return {he found him ruined and dying. A widow, 
and deſtitute of all ſuccour, ſhe returned to France, 
after having left! her daughter, aged ſeven years, a hoſ- 
tage to her creditors, who ſhiſted her from one to 
another. The judge of the place, moved with pity, 
took her to his houſe, but he, as ungenerous as the 
reſt, ſoon obliged her to repaſs the ſeas. Frances 
arrived at the houſe: of a relation, who would not 
receive her; but the ſame aunt, who before had che- 
riſhed her, now received and "RO ber oy" in che 
Proteſtant religion. | 
Madame d' Aubignẽ, wi was a Catholick,-notith- 
ſtanding her miſery, wiſhed to take her daughter to 
berſelf. This, from the impoſſibility of being able. 7 
to ſupport her, was refuſed. - One of her xglayans ho 
lived in eaſy. circumſtances, obtained an order to take 
ber. Being deſirous to convert her to the Catholie 
religion, ſhe began with mildneſs; butumeeting with 
no ſuceeſs, ſhe had recourſe to ſeverities, Frances was 
confounded with the domeſtics, and engaged in the 
loweſt employments of the houſe, the kitchen, and 
the poultry yard. Every morning, with va maſk upon 
her face, to preſerve the fineſt complexion in the 
world, a ſtraw hat upon her head, a baſket under her 
arm. and a pole in her band, ſhe went to; tend the 
6 tuxkeys, with orders not to toueh the baſket, which 
nn her breakfaſt, till ſhecseSHeathah: five ſtanzas 


from 


2 
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Le vaiſſead qui portoit cette famille 'infortunce, 6 


fut attaquẽ par un corſaire, echappaj et arri va à la 


Martinique. D' Aubigné sy forma un ᷑tabliſſement 
aſſea avantagenx pour y vivte mème dans Vo opulence. 


Sa femme fat rappelẽe en Europe par des affaires à 
arranger. Pendant ſon abſence, D'Aubigné joue, 


diffipe tout; et à ſon retour elle le trouve ruins et 


mourant. Veuve et depourvue de tout ſecours, elle 


revint en France, apres avoir laiffe- ſa" fille, àgèe de ſept 


ant, en tage aux creanciers, qui ſe la renvoyérent 
run à autre. Le juge du lieu en prit pitie, la regut; 


mais bientõt, auſſi peu genereux que les autres, il lui 


fit repaſſer les mers. Frangoiſe tomba chez une 

parente qui la rebuta; la meme tante qui en avoĩt deja 

pris ſoin, 255 recueillit et Vlevs” dans la een 
W 91 znoich ant Fi Bat 297 WON 2901.45 

7 | login NA Het 7 

Madame TAubigns, qui ktelt Cathoticius, voulut, 

malgrs ſa misꝭre, reprendre ſa fille. On la lui refuſa, 


vl Fimpoffibilité od elle toit de la nourrir. Une de 
ſes parontes qui ẽtoit à ſon aiſe, obtint un ordre pour 


ſe la faire donner! Voulant ramener Frangoiſe à la 
religion Catholique, elle / prit d'abord par la dou- 
celit mais ee moyen ne rẽuſſiſſant pas, elle en vint 


aux / duretẽs On confondoit Frangoiſe avec les do- 


meſtiques, on la nei des plus vils emplois de 
la maiſon, à la'cuiſine et à la baſſe-cour. Tous les 
matins, un loup ſur le viſage pour conſerver le plus 


beau teint du monde, un chapeau de paille ſur la 


kite, un panier dans le bras, une gaule a la main, 
| elle alloit garder les dindons, avec ordre de ne toucher 


au panier on Etoit le déjeuner, qu'apres avoir appris | 


eing 9 de Pibrac. Les mauvais traitemens 


"ne 
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from Pibrac's. Bad treatment did not render her more 
| traftable to the wiſhes of her relation, who then put 
"her to board with the Urſulines of Niort, and did 
not take her back again till after her converſion, 8 


[4 2 Y 


+ Emp lady, from time to time, came to Neis in 4 
litter, carried by two mules, one of which was ridden 
by mademoiſelle d'Aubigne.-! She tock her into 
her uſual companies, prided herſelf in public on the 
riſing charms of the young perſon, ene ex- 
erciſed the tyranny of bene factors. 


All that was formed of this young lady! was yoke, 
all that was yet in "the on. Promiſed to be Þ, Her 


Sf 43+ * 


was about thirteen. She was placed i in 2 convent, 
from 'whence ſhe did not come out. but to ſee her 
mother, who worked for her bread ; and her 1 relation, 
ho ſtill continued” to bring her into notice. This 
; Hady introddced her to the abbe Scaron' 8. where at 
that time the beſt company aſſembled. There ma- 
demoiſelle g Aubignẽ was at firſt known by the name 
of the Bell. Indian. The wits of chis bociety were 
eaget to form her mind. She liſtened to their inftruc- 
* Hions, without giving them other e thay 
— to' cultivate the fine qualities ſhe evinced. Do 


He mother died, and ſhe remained. ids at the 
charge of her relation, to whom ſhe proved very trou- 
 blefome, by her age, poverty, birth and beauty. The 
Abbe Scaron knew, her circumſtances, -. Nat very rich 
himſelf, yet he kept a good houſe. by the help of 2 
prebend worth two thouſand livres a year, and ſome 
remains of patrimony. Scaton was loaded with in- 


frmities, ill-ſhaped * and, in a word, cul-· d jatie 
but 


4 
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de la rendirent pas plus docile aur defi rs. * * fa pa- 


| Tente, qui alors la mit.en penfion chez les Veen, 
de Niort, et ne la reprit chez elle du. 2 fa ,con- 


verſion, . 

Cette As alloit de t temps en ebe 3 à Paris, 
dafs une litière portée par deux mulets, dont bun 
(toit monte par mademoiſelle d'Aubigné. Elle la 


- menoit dans ſes fociet6s ordinaires, fe paroit en public 


de ſes charmes naiſſans, et dans le particulier ener- 
doit ſur elle toute la tyfannie' des bienfaiteurs. 
Tout ce qui &toit forme dans cette jeune per- 


forne Etoit accompli, tout ce qui ne faiſoit que 


d Eclorre promettoit de l'*tre, Sa taille &toit. comme 
12 raiſon, Pune et autre au deſſus de ſon age Elle 
woit environ treize ans. On la mit dans, un cou- 
vent, don elle ne ſortoit que pour aller voir ſa 


{IS TEES 


mere, qui travailloit pour vivre, et {a parente, qui 


: continuoit 3 la produire dans le monde. Celle ci 


| Pintroduifit chez Fabbe Scatron, on ſe raſſembloĩt 


pour lors la meilleure compagnie. i Mademoiſelle 


' Aubigné! y fut d'abord connue ſous le nom de 1a 
belle Indienne. Les merveilleux de cette ſociets s em- 


prefssrent de la fotmer. Elle ſe preta à leurs legons, 
fans leur laiſſer d'autres prétentions que de cultiver 
00 belles diſpoſitions qu elle montroit. 8 


Sa mere étant venue à mourir, elle reſta entigt⸗ 


ment à la charge de ſa parente, fort embarraſſante 
par ſon àge, Ta pauvreté, fa nobleſſe et ſa beauté. 


Labbé Scarron connoiſſoit ſon Etat. Peu riche lui- 


meme, il renoit cependant une bonne epniſoii; al aide 5 


dun canonicat de deux mille livres de rente, et de 
quelque reſte de patrimoine. Scarron Etoit accablé 
d infirmĩtẽs, contre · fait, podagre, en un mot cul- d. jarte; 


| Vor. II. ; D d od + mais 
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hut he had an inenhauſſable fund of good humour. 
For che firſt time, and perhaps the only time in his 
liſe, he thought, and ſeriguſſy ſpoke to mademoi - 
ſelle d'Aubigne, of the dreadful fituation in which the 
Hood, and offered. her a ſum if ſhe would go into 
a nunnery, or to marry him. She preferred the latter, 
ang. 79h the conſent of her, family, married Scarron 
in 1651 ; the was then, fixteen. Scarron, in; the 
marriage contract, acknowledged, for all the goods 
brought him by his wife four Louis d-Qrs, a year; 
he added, pleaſantly, two full. wicked eyes, el handſome 
ſhape, a pair of beautiful. hands, and a great geal of 
wit. This revenue but ill. ſupplied the piebend, 
which Scarron was obliged to giye np on his, marriage; 
be, nevertheleſs, . to 8 © 75 table, bit 


1 


with 14 re a | grace. as to N me 4 0 "forges, their | 


8 wants, Madam,“ whiſpered one of her people, one 


day, in her car, * give. theſe gentlemen, angther Rory, 
| & n is no roaſt meat to day.“ 200M 161 l be 

In ſpite of the order and ceconomy; of the Young 
houſekeeper, the 3 income. was not ſafficiegt. , The prin;; 
: cipal itſelf began to fail; it became neacflary. to, haye; 

recourſe ee which ſucceeded; through the, cre- 
dit toft the ſociety. Madame Scarron ſolicited hut little, 
from. the fear of. experiencing a refuſal ; or not to be, 
expoſed 101 the pretenſſons of thoſe who grant youre: | 
to a young and handſome woman, 

, Seldom did ſhe quit the poor paralytich, as ſhe uſually 
ſiyled him. When he was ill, ſhe was his nurſe; 
when better, his companion; | when re-eſtabliſhed, his 
ſecretary or reader. She learned from him the habit 


of 


| 5 TM 
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mais il avvit un fonds inépuiſable de gate Ats. Pour 
Is ptemhere fois, et peut: Etre ll Sele ds (e die 1 
petiſa et perla Erieaſement à maädemboifelle d' Ad- 
dine, fur le denuement affteux off elle ſe tfoüvbit; 
ip luicoffrit une ſomme ſi elle vouloit ſe faire religieufe, 
dude Fepouſer:” Elle prefers ce dernier parti, et de 
bavet dé ſa famille épouſa Scarron en 1651; elle 
Etsit alofs ages de ſeize ans. Scarron reconnut dans 
Jececontrat de mariage, pour tout bien apporté par fa 
ſemme, quatre louis de rente; if ajoutoit plaiſam- 
ment: ede yeux fort malins,* un très. beau 
a ebrſage, une paire de belles ' mains,” et t beaucbup 
u hefptit. Ce fevetu remplacoit mal 16 Esbonftat 
dont Scarron fut obligé de ſe defaire"en ſe mariant. 
Uin'en continua as moins de tenir bonne table, ſes 
Mrmitke lof rendant Ia compagnie néceſſaire. 'La 
Fiſts époufe em faiſdit les deélices- Elle raccntoit 
avec! uns price capable de faite oublier juſqü“ au; 
beſoifls! „ Madame“ lui dit un jour * Toren Wc 
de ſes gets, . endete une hiſtoire à ces Meſſiears, 
* car le rot nous mingae aujourd'hui“ 555 e 
Malgre"Potdie”' et FEconomie de la jeune eponſe, 
les rerenus me” füffifolent pas; les fonds meme s Val- 
tstoienr: i fallut recourir & ce qu: on appelle "Jes af- 
farts,” Aue le credit” de Ia ſociété faifbit reuſfir.” Ma- . 
dase Sener wee peu, dans la eraifite Fcllaye er 
& refüs, ou pour n'stre pas expolee aux preten- 
tons de ceün yat accordent à une femme jeone et 
beine! mon $10 bie fs QHUYOY & 
| eee, uittdit "16! þ pale jr faral fil 1 | 
at elle Tappeloit. Quand il ſe portoi m 
a org quand a ane e + 1 . 
* I” r&tabli, Ton fecfétaire o ſon Ye a 5 
D d a2 
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of writing with the moſt deganit ling: She learned 
the Italian, Spaniſti, and Latin languages, | and yet 
appeared to be converſant only in her native tongue, 
It was à fort of contention” to be admitted among 
ber company, which was compoſed of the moſt 
pleaſing characters in "her time, and of perfons 
famous for their wit and talents; nevertheleſs, Tt has 
#lvways been ſaid with juſtice, that in the midſt of 
this gay. jocoſe, and ſometimes wanton company, the 
preſerved an air of dignity which infpieed "hs ve with- 
out cramping plexſare.. © TY IE Tg MS e42G40; 
.-:Scarron died in 1660, and) leſt his RP Ds 
years marriage, in the very height of her beauty, with- 
out wealth, except a trifling dowry, and burthened with: 
a name, which the . of henduſband on 
_ ridiculous. _. ibi liobit: - 
The widow Scarron aa never ebrain from card ;nal 
Mazarine the re- eſtabliſiment of. a pevfion, which her 
buſband enjoyed. She might, perbaps, hare ſucceeded 
by making an application to the ſuj rintendant Fou-, 
| et, who boaſted of having a toll of all the virtues 
in the kingdom; but ſhe would not ſuffer her I 'to be 
appreciated, ſhe ſpent ſeveral years in the alternative 
of a d ſcanty ſubfiſtence and extreme in 1 s Yer, 


270 


condition off returning. | 2 bt 15 : 

She had no longer the ſame 4 as 1 
matriage; circumſtances had procured her another, 
poſed of the moſt diſtinguithed, both men and 
women; among the latter were meſdames de Mon- 
tefpian, "de" Sevigné, de la Fayette, & c. The company : 
met at tile hotel EAlbiet ;= there wit une gemi: | 
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Elle fit « aupres. de lai. Thabitude., &'cerire, avec la 
| plos, Elegante facilits ; elle. apprit l Italien, Espagnol, 
le, Latin, et ne parut ſavoir, que ſa langue. On 
brignoit le privilege d'etre de fa, compagnie, qui 
Etoit_ compoſes, des agreables du temps, et des per- 
lonnes renommeées par leur eſprit et leur mérite; 
NEanmoins on lui 2 rendu la juſtice, qu'au milieu 
de cette ſocicté en badine et quelquefois fola- 
tre, elle conſervoit u n air de dn qui e le 
reſpe&,” ſans gener le plaiſir. . 5 


Scarron mourut en 1660, et kaiſſa fab Gn apres 
dix ans de mariage, dans le plus grand <clat de ſa 
beauté; ſans bien qu'une dot très-mẽdiocre, et 
charge d'un nom que e de ou mari 
rendoit ridicule. gunibt⸗ 
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Elle ravoit; plus la meme lociets ane pendant fan... 


mariage,; les cireonſtances lui en ayoient procure . 
une nouvelle, compoſee de ce qu'il y avoit de plus 


diſtingue en hommes et en femmes ; du nombre des 


femmes Etojent meſdames de Monelpan, de Sevigné, de 
kh [2 ayette, &c. Le rendez-vous toit a FhotelAlbret ; | 
„ 5 
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the time was paſſd in converſation and at table, ini 


compofing little poetry, and in long ſuppets: thus glided 
her days, — days, the ſaid, the moſt happy of her life. 
Nevertheleſs, ſhe was often obliged to interrupt her 

viſits at the hotel d'Albret, becauſe” public 'malige 
nity did hot ceaſe to take up ſuſpicions,” at Teeitig her 
intimacy with ſome perſons of the' ſbciet : 

Her connexion with the famous Ninon de FEndtos, 585 
was alſo criticiſed and talked of; but this lady, though 
offended at her wiſdom, did her juſtice. * "She is 
6 virtuous,” ſaid ſhe, ** through weaknefs rather of 


« mind, than of conſtitution. I would "endeavour | to 


25 cure ber of it, but ſhe fears God too mych,” " In 


5 effect, the widow Scarron, who being b handſome” and 


witty, might bave found means to ſtay i in France, bad 
accepted the offer to accompany mademoilelte de Ne- 
mours to Portugal, and was reſolyed to quit he T na- 


önnen 3112 359 
tive country to get her ſubſiſtence. | > 
ig bd 500 1i01s 


> Skis Gammia of vivfortnne; was the beginning of 
her good luck; ſhe was defirous of being, preſented. to 
. Monteſpan; and before quitting France,” 


aid ſhe, . once more to ſee the wonder of it.“ The fa- 


vourite, on the pinnacle of grandeur, did not deſpiſe 
her in diſtreſs. She talked of their former days, pried 
into her circumſtances, and being acquainted that ſhe 
had many times placed unſucceſsful petitions, before 
the eyes of the king, ſhe aſked her for one MPs) en 
ſhe promiſed to ſupport. 5 


e Still the widow Scatron 1" cathilineit the niich. 


n 1493 


bay. "Site, 2 replied madame de Monteſpan, eit is a long 


ons time ſince ou mould have ceaſed to be troubled about 


ib Ber. Land it 18 N eee Ro 


I : «66 yet 
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on y douoit point: le temps ſe paſſoit en converſa- 
tion et a able, a faire de petits vers et de grands 
ſonpefs ainf .$Ecouloient f ſes 3 jours, — jours, diſoit- 
elle, les plus beureux de ſa vie. Neanmoins. elle fut | 


.% 


ſouvent obligse d'interrompre ſes viſi tes à Vhotel 
d Albret. parce que le public malin n'avoit pas laiſs6 
de prendre des foupgons, en voyant. Fintimits de la 
belle veuve avec quelques perſonnes de ſa ſocisié. 
e 1 
881 liaiſ. on. avec la famenſe Ninon de I'Enclos pre- 


wot. encore. ik critique, et faiſoit tenir dez diſ- 
55 j, Mais ; cette e femme, 9 quoique piquee de fa ſagelle, 
ul ren« ſoit Ju jce. = Elle Etoit vertueuſe,“ diſoit- 


n 


iin — 2100 


elle, « moins par; vice de temperament, que par foĩ⸗ 


5 bleſfe 'efprit. ; Pavrois voulu Ven guerir; mais 
Pp * elle craignoit trop Dieu.“ En effet, 1a veuve Sca- 


To ui belle et fpiriuelle a auroit pu trouver le moyen 
de reſter en France, avoir accepte Voffre d'accom- 
pagner mademoiſelle de Nemours en Portugal,” ct 
toit refolue de s *cxpatrier pour vivre, I 
„e thible de Vitfortutie' fat le commencement 4 
for Bonhedr“ Elle voutut ette preſentee à matlamt 
e Moefftefpan' et, „ avant de quitter I Frances? 
E Elle, en voir encore une fois la merveille? 
I Nvorite, àu fafte de ſa grandeur, ne la erEprota 
Mensa miscre. Elle caufd de leur ancien temps, 
Winftertna de ſes affälfes; et ayant ſu qu'elle avoit 
urs His inutilement fait mettre des placets ſouß 
les Fear Uh Tf, elle Tui en demanda- only et lui pro- 
mit de Vappuyer, Hogqge? o Heng dt” 
pee ja veuve Scarron J $'Ecria le monarque. 
ire,“ répondit madaine de Monteſpan, £3 2 
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do yyet hiſtened to à woman, whoſc anceſtors: have been | 


« ruined in the ſervice of your's,”.” Theiremonſtrance 
had its effect, andi the penſion was granted. Hences: 
farth independent. and free from gomplaiſances, ſoma⸗ 


times troubleſome, ſhe. gave herſelf up * for 


devotion and retirement. 5 nv 10q og not 


+: Madame. de Monteſpan „ 
ron, without recalling, her merit to mind. She was 


then ſeeking for a perſon whom ſhe oquld entruſt with 


the fruits of her amours with the king and no one ap- 
peared: more proper than madame Scarron.;Confideriag 
her ſtraitened circumſtances, it was thought ſuffic ient 

only to propoſe; but, whether through: a diſtaſte, for * 
every kind of ſubje&ion,or.-wbether ſhe cauſide red this 
Nate. as unworthy; of her birth, .7ſhe refuſed all her 
friends, xeſiſted even a miniſter, whe was deputed te 
her, and wiſhed the Sing ſhould in pexſon requite it; 


Which, be. did. $763 t618 536. S168 216015 811181 91 911. of 


She then retired, . ande br in cho environt 


of Paris, where ſhe paſſed for the mother f dhe: chil 


dren, whom with ſo much myſtery ſhe. tearediup. 

lt was about the year 1650, When the commenced 
this laborious life, and ſhe. confined berfelfe:the-du- 
ties ſhe, had accepted to, diſcharge. o. The: King ſoon 
gave her proofs, of hig content he,naifed; hex penſion 
from two thonſand to Hx, thouſand livres, and, ſoon 
after gave her a gratuity of an hundred thouſand more. 
„ Towergs 3974+ being Near; fortys: be. quitted her 
retreat, having been, called to court, ot rather to be 


With madame de Monteſpam who wiſhed 0 bave her 
children under her eyes The, king did not: arfirſt rer 


hf be „ Wpether the Teprehenfions, ſhe made to. tdi | 


#hjc®. of his paſion. were e rn: 


ha 


ecr tain 
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vpas encore Seu une femme dont les Aanctttes 
oss ſonttruinés au ſervice des vöttes. La re- 
montrancel fit ſon effet et la peiiſibi tat dcchrde 
Doſurtnais independante et affranchie des Complete 
faces gut la genoient*quelquefois,” elle elle ſe vera 4 
ſon goũt pour la devotion et la retrai te.. 72 
AiAtsMadame de Monteſpan n'avoit pu Voir des 
Scarron; ſans! ſe rappeler ſon mëtite. Elle cherchoit 
pour lors une perſonne à qui elle püt confier les 
fruits de ſes amouts avec le roi, et nulle ne lui 
paut plus propre que madame Scarron. Vu for 
ttat peu aifſ6;-on erut d'abord qu'il. n'y avoit qu'a 
propuſer: maik ſoit dẽgoũt pour toute eſpèce d'aſ- 
ſujettiflement; ſoit quelle regardat cet Eat comme 
indighe de ſa naifſance; elle refuſa tous ſes amis, 
—— un miniſtre in lui détacha, et 
woulut que 16 roi Fexigeàt en perſonne, ce qu'il fit. 

Elle ſe retira alors dans une maiſon de campagne 
dustenviwws de Paris, od elle paſſoit pour la mere * ; 
eufuns qu elle y Elevoit avec beaucoup de myſtere. 

Ce fut vers 1670, qu'elle commença cette view 
boricuſe;; et elle ſe concentra. dans les n qu'elle 
nctoit impoſes; Le roi ne tarda gueres à lui donner 
des preuves de ſon contentement; il porta ſa pe- 
ſion de deux mille livres 4 deux mille cus, et bien 
br aprös 1! Wi akte une ee de cent 
mille francs. M1}. obe 4 M1673 K T9] eng 1 
Vers 1674, age de 3 de ts: ans, elle quitta 
sa retraite, ayant été appelée à la cour, "eeſt-3-dire, 
_ dupris de madame de Monteſpan, qui vouloit avoir 
ſes enſans ſous ſes yeux. Le roi ne la goutt” pas 
_ Tab6rd;- Soit que les "repreſentations qu'elle faiſoie 
I 1'objer- de ſa an. fuſſent importunes; doit 


ist; 93 = que 
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certain improbating air, which ſometimes prevailed-i in 
ſpite of her, precaution, diſpleaſed; him; or whether too 
much wit rendered him ſuipicious; he conſidered the 
widow Scarron as a finical perſon, and it wWas not his: 
fault if madame de Monteſpan did not diſmiſs; her. 
However, he inſenſibly got accuſtomed to her, evelt | 
to bear the ſame remonſtrances gs to his miſtreſs, By 
degrees the charms of her converſation captivated him, 
and it became neceſſary againſt the aue and a. 
taſte of a paſſion which was deelining. 981 15 
At her return from a voyage which the 54000 Sb 
had made to Flanders, under the name of the marchio- 
nefs de Surgères, Lewis, in acknowledgment of the 
attentions ſhe; had had for the duke du Maine, pur- 
chaſed the ſeat of Maintenon for her, of which ſhe 
took the name, in-room of that which ſhe ſeemed to 
bear with regret in the midſt of thoſe, brilliant names 
_ with which ſhe was ſurrounded. This preſent made 
amends for the vexations ſhe experiented from ma- 
dame de Monteſpan, who nee, 2 * of jea- 
louſy againſt hne. eto f nl 

Madame de Monteſpan Having: _ntrekaſes; the place 
of ſuperintendantof the queen's houſe, the king gave ts 
madame de Maintenon the place vf attire - woman to the 
Dauphineſs. Since that time there ever were great con- 
teſts between theſe.rwo women; but madame de Main- 
tenon having ſucceeded in being upon an equa] footing 
with madame mae wut pane 5 uy 
better of ler. FIX: 
Lewis te 16800 has: enn an oy 
in which the impetuoſity of paſſions - ſubſide, and 
leaves only that: vigour; Which agrees with temper- 
ance, and inclines to keflex ens. He experienced 
wth his miſtreſs male of tenderneſs and re- 
pentance. 


SEAL LOUIS! FIV + ' | -a69 


que certattis airs Timprobations, / qui pergoient quel- 
quefois malgre ſes precautions, lui dbpluſſent; Toir 
que trop d'eſprit lui füt ſuſpect, il regardoit la 
veuve Scaron 'comme' une precienſe; et ii ne tim 
pas à lu due madame de Monteſpan ne la congẽdiat. 
Cependant il 8% accoutuma inſenfiblement, Juſqu'3 
ſoüffrir dolle les memes remontrances que ſa ma- 
treſſel Peu à peu les charmes de ſa converſation le 
eaptiv tent Hs lui devenoient nbceſſaires cone Vers ; 
nui et les dE&gonts' d' une paſſion-qui/suſoit. -_ 
Au retour d un voyage que la veuve Scarron ada : 
en Flandre, ſous le nom de marquiſe de Surß eres, 
Louis; pour reconnoftre les. attentions qu'elle avoit 
eues pour le duc du Maine, lui achets' la terre 1225 
Maintenon, dent elle prit le nom, à la place de 
crlu qu'elle ſembloit trainer à regret au milieu des 
noms briflans dont elle stoit environnse. Or prs⸗ 
ſert fut un adoueiſſement aux chagrins qu'elle Eprous 
voit alors de la part de madame de” Monteſpan, qui 
aventicohgu contte elle une forte: de jaloufie. 50 High 

Madame de Monteſpan ayant acheté la charged 
forintendante de la maiſon de Is reine, le roi donna 
à madame de Maintenon une charge de dame datourt 
dd! madame la Dauphine. II y cut toujours depuis 
entre ces deux femmes de grands combats; is 
madame de Maintenon; Etant parvenue I ſe weiin 
ſur on pied d'egalitè avee madame de Montefp 
devoit nceſſuirement lb empbrter fur elleQ. Br 

Louis XIV, en 1680, avoit quarante- deu tered 

dans lequel la fougue des paſſions $amortit, et ne miſſa 
plus que de la vigueur, qui commenet à ccf Ve 
la temp ranee, et diſpoſe aux ireflexions,. II pr 
Ts pint a” maltreſſe des alterhattreb de vendreſe 
bus /glon19bagk 30 29727 281119 18. Weft 210 den 
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pentance. The PR ſhe experienced. was very 
di iagreeable to an imperious woman, accuſtomed not 
to be thwarted, andwho pretended toſi ubjugate opinion, 
She grew. ill-natured, and the effects recoiled upon 
her lover. Often they had ſharp quarrels, in which 
the lady ſhewed herſelf ſour, fractions, , and ſometimes 
inſulting. Ihe monarch then fled to madame de 
Maintenon, whom he found meek. and engaging. 
Without approving bis failings, the commiſerated 
them; ſhe ſpoke to him with all the intereſt of ten 
derneſs, and all the authority. of virtue. Thus ſhe 
accuſtomed him, to hear ſevere truths in a_tone of 
good nature, which affected him without making him 
zevolt. Such reflections, preſented by a perſon who is 
eſteemed, always make impreſſion, above all when that 
perſon i is amiable, a quality not unneceſſary towards 
ſucceſs. Now madame de Maintenon, at forty-five, 
had only loſt the bloom of beauty, which was replaced 
by an air of noblene's and dignity, impoſing with- 
out conſlraint. All that could be handſome with 
out being freſh, was. ſtill fo in her; her hands and 
arms perfect; the lower part of her face infinitely 
agreeable ; her ſhape effacing the moſt regular of the 
court; her eyes ſo lively and brilliant, that one might 
gueſs what ſhe. was going to fay ; ; the ſmile ſo juſt, 
that one might know what ſhe had fajd without, av. s 
ing heard it; the tint of a complexion fo fair, that fire, 
ſeemed to break through ſnow ; ber wit, ſtill having the 
livelineſs of youth,—its beauty ſuffered no decay, What 
ſhe had loſt in charms, ſhe knew how to repair by the art 
of the moſt ingenious attire, by an elegant fimplicity, 


by a e ſuited to Ry age, by modeſty, 
w_ ich 
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© as repentir. La contrainte que celle-ci Eprouvoit 
bit tres-dEſagreable | a une femme iwperſeule, ac- 
cbutümée 5 a ne ſe point gener, et qui ' pretendoit ſub- 
juguer Popinion. Elle en prenoit de Phymeur, dont 


les. effets rejaillifloient ſar ce Ils avoient © -ſou- 


$ {51 1 F , 
vent de vils demeles, dans Teſque $ Famante ſe mon- 


, toit aigre, cauſtique, Et quelquefois inſultante, Le 
monarque alors recouroit A, madame de Maintenon, 


+ LEED ET 


i; il trouvoit douce et prevenante, Sans approuver 
es foibleſſes, elles 5 85 compatifloit; elle lui parloit 


aft 1 16 
avec. tout Vinteret de la tendreſſe, et Tautorité de Ia 
301 


. 


vertu. lle Taccoutuma ainſi à s'entendre dire des 
verites {everes, d'un ton de bienveillance quĩ le tou- 
choit fans le revolter. _ Des reflexions de cette nature, 


preſentées par une, perſopne qu'on eſtime, font tou- 
61133 FIDEL 


jours impreſſion, ſur-tout quand” cette perſonne elt 


aimable, qualité qui n 'eſt pas inutile au ſuccès. Or 
badamde de Meinten non, A quarante-cing ans, n avoit 


375 


per u que la fleur de la jeoneſſe, qui Etoit remplacee 


Sei 6 
r un air de nobleſſe et de dignite, impoſant, mais 


[137 #4, SIG, 


fans 1 Tout e ce qui peut etre beau ſans frat- 

Gear, Petoit « encore chez elle; les mains, les bras 
iets; le bas du viſage d'un agrẽment inffni; 14 | 
ta e a 1 eker 2. r les plus regulieres | de la cour; "Jes. 

yeux. fi vils et ſi brillans, qu'on devinoit ce . quelle 
ao dire; le ſouris fi jule, qu” 'on ſavoit, fans Favoir 
entendu, ce quelle avoit dit; le teint d'une blanc eur 
ſi Eclatanre, que le ſeu ſembloit ſortir du milieu des 


neiges; TLetprit 'Je's plus jeune du monde,—fs beants f n 5 


41 . 


weilt dit point. | 08 quelle avoit perdu d'a agrémens, 


8 4 a 


elle "ſavo't le reparer par ce que Part de la arure 
193 * 1 


avoir. de plus ingénieux, par une fi wplicite, Elegante, | 


par les 7 as qui ſont. de tous les ö ages, par la mo- 
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259 _ _—LVEWI 8 XIV. CHA? XXXIV. 
which is the principal of all; and by a thouſand ami- 
able charms, which are not ſubject to time. With a 
free gaiety, and an innocent ſprightlineſs, the had {till 
an extreme reſerve. Her converfation was full of va- 
riety, light or ſolid, according to circumſtances; al- 
ways pure, both in matter and expreſſion. Madame 
de Monteſpan, a very competent Judge of it, always 
did her juſtice in this particular, even in the eck 1 8 
their quarrels. e li oid ent 
Her company muſt indeed have been Absender 
enchanting, ſince it could ſtill charm a monarch 
ſatiated with pomp, and weary of if himſelf. Lewis, 
to make a divetſion with the ſad and forbidding 
countenances the court ſometimes preſented him, 
then cultivated a young beauty, whom he held 
from the very hands of madame de Monteſpan, and 
had juſt created ducheſs de Fontange; but after the 
moments given up to paſſion, he ufually retired to 
madame de Maintenon, to enjoy the pleaſure of con- 
verſation and confidence. At laſt he ſo accuſtomed 
himſelf to her, chat it was not poſſible for him to quit 
ber. Thus the cabals formed to overthrow! her always 
mi ſcarried. On the contrary, it was her who gave the 
faſhion to the court. Lewis, who had been grave for 
ſome time, now became a little more ſerious. The 
queen, far from being jealous of her, as of madame 
de Monteſpan, ſaw her with a favoutable eye, and teſ- 
tiſied even a friendſhip for her. Never have 1 been ſo 
4 well treated by the king, as ſince he liſtens to her.“ 
As ſoon as ſhe had cloſed the eyes of this princeſs, 
che would have retired to her apartment; but was en- 
treated not to quit the king, who, in the ſtate he then 
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Cn xf. XXXIV LOUIS XIV. 20 
deſtie qui eſt la premiere de toutes, et par mille 
choſes aimables qui ne ſont pas ſous les lois du 
temps. Avec une gaits franche, et un enjouement 
naif; elle avoit une extrẽme rẽſerve. * Sa converſarion 
 Ctoit tres · varise, legere ou ſolide, ſuivant les cireon- 
ſtanees, toujours pure dans E choſes et dans les 
teres. Madame de Manteſpan, bien capable d'en 
Jager, loi rendoit. juſtice; a cet egard, mene ee, 


leurs brouilleries. 


Al, falloit, en effet, que fa compagnie dt 3 : 


choſe d'enchanteut, puiſqu' elle pouvoit encore char- 
mer un monarque raſſaſié de grandepr, et fatigue 
de lal- mme. Louis, pour ſe de laſſer des viſages 
_ triſtes et rõpugnans que lui Preſentoit quelque- 
ſois la cour, cultivoit alors une jeune beauté qu il 
tenoit de la main meme! de madame de Monteſpan, 
et qu'il venoit de reer ducheſſe de Fontange; mais apres 
les momens donnés à la paſſion, il ſe retiroit' aupres 
de madame de Maintenon, pour ſe livrer au plaiſir de 


la converſation et de la confiance. Enfin il s'accou- 


tuma tellement à elle, qu'il ne lui fut plus poſſible 
de la quitter. Auſſi les cabales qui ſe formerent 


pur la renverſer, Echouerent- elles toujours, Ce fut 
elle, au contraite, ou donna le ton à la cour. Louis 


ayoit commence, 2etre grave, il le devint ſeulement 
un peu davantage. La reine, loin d'etre jalouſe d'elle 
eomme de madame de Monteſpan, la voyoit de bon 
eil, et lui tEmoignoit meme de Pamitie. “ Jamais 
je Nai ẽtẽ fi bien traitee du roi, diſoit-elle, que, 
« depuis qu'il Fecoute.” 


Si-tot qu'elle eut ferme les yeux à cette prin- | 


eeſſe, elle voulut ſe retirer dans ſon appartement; 
mais on Vengagea à ne pas quitter le roi, qui dans 
Vetat « ou il ſe n avoit plus que jamais beſoin 
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208 I. EWIS XIV. Car. XXXIV. 
fought her continually, he paſſed whole days entirely 


with her. On her part, madame de Maintenon, grate- 


ful for the favours of Lewis, feeling for his ſuſferings, 


rejoicing in his pleafures, brought him to the know- 


ledge of friendſhip, a ſentiment ſo new to a king. 


_ After fix months aſſiduity, accompanied with the moſt 


delicate reſpect, Lewis XIV declared to her his diſpo- 
fitions. Twenty-two months paſſed afterwards to 


ſtrengthen them; for though ſhe felt the emo- 


tions of a reciprocal tenderneſs, ſhe was aware how 
weighty thoſe brilliant chains were ſhe was about to 
impoſe upon herſelf; nor was ſhe ignorant of the - 
conſequences of an unequal match with a monarch, 
proud and but little maſter of his paſſions. At laſt, 
being approached to the throne by extraordinary cir- 


cumſtances, ſhe ſuffered herſelf to be placed upon it. 


Thus did Providence prepare for the moſt haughty 
among kings, the moſt profound, the moſt durable, and 
moſt ſtrange humiliation. Though there does not re- 
main a fingle authentic proof of this marriage of con- 
ſcience, every thing conſpires to fix it in 1685, at the 
return from Fontainbleau, by the miniſtry, it is ſaid, 
of the archbi ſhop of Paris, and in preſence of Louvois 
and two other witneſſes, one of whom was the Jeſuit La 
Chaiſe, who had, as it were, inherited the office of con- 
feſſor to the king. It was believed at that time, and 
many {till think ſo, that madame de Maintenon, who 
appeared to make a facrifice, had however no other 
view; that all her actions tended to that end; that it 
was by the efforts of a coquetry full of craft, of a pru- 
dery in the maſk of wiſdom, of hypocriſy covered 
with the mantle of religion, that ſhe led Lewis XIV to 


this ſtep, This, at leaſt, is certain, that ſhe made two 
violent 


OA XXXIV. LOW IS XXV. Hos 
de ſa compagnies +Ila-recherchoit--ſanv-cefle} ii pa- 


ſoit · des journes entières avec elle. De ſon cðté, 
madame de Maintenon, reoonnoiſſante des bienfaits 
de Louis, triſte de ſes peines, rẽjouie de ſes plaiſirs, 
lui fit connoitre lamitiẽ, ſentiment ſi nouveau pouti 
un roi. Apres ſix mois d'aſfiduitẽs, toujours accont- 
pagnes d' un reſpect delicat,” Louis XIV lui déelara 
ſes di ſpoſitions. Vingt· deux mois ſe paſsèrent en- 
ſuite a les affermir; car tout en E prouvant elle-mEme 
les Emotions dune tendreſſe rẽciproque, elle ne ſe 
diſſimuloit pas la. peſanteur des chaines brillantes 
qu'elle allait $'impoſer; ni les ſuites d'un engage- 
ment ãnẽgal avec un monarque altier; peu maĩtre de 
ſes paſſions. Enfin approchee: du tröne par des eir- 
conſtanges extraondinaires, elle s'y laiſſa aſſeoir. Ce 
fut ainfi gus la providence prepara au plus Laperbe. 
Kois Fhumiliation la plus profonde, la plus du“ 
| mble,. la plus inpuie. +. Quoiqu'il ne ſoit reſtt au- 
cune preuve authentique de ce mariage de conſoi 
ence, tout porte A croire qu'il ſe fit au retour de 
Fontainebleau. en 1685, par le miniſtère, dit-on, de 
Parcheyeque de Paris, et en preſence de Louvois et 
de trois autres tẽ moins, dont Yun toit le Jéſuite La 
Claiſe, qui avoit, pour ainſi dire, hérité de la charge 
de confeſſeur du xoij. On a cru dans le temps, et beau - 
coup de perſonnes le croient encore, que madame 
de Maiutenon, qui paroiſſoit faire un ſacrifice; navof 
cependant pas d autre but; que tontes ſes actions y- 
tendoient ; que ce fut par les efforts d une coquetterie 
pleine de ruſes, dune pruderie dẽguiſee en ſageſſe, 
dune hypoeriſie couverte du manteau de la religion, 


qu'elle y amen Louis XIV. Ce qu'il yea de cer- 


tan S eſt. qulelle fit deux tentatives yiglentegapour + 
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209 LEWIS XIV. Cnar, XXXIV, 


violent attempts to have her marriage declared, and 
that ſhe entertained a deep reſentment againſt Louyois, 
Boſſuet, and Fenelon, who determined the King not to 
yield to her defires. 

As if to put a ſeal to this 3 myſtery, 
two months after appeared an atrocious thundering 
edict, dictated by prieſts equally crafty and fanatick, 
in order to revoke the famous edict of Nantes, the 
fruit of Henry IV's wiſdom, and which even the 
ſanguinary Richelieu had reſpected. 

Liberty of conſcience was denied the Proteſtants, 
their churches were demoliſhed, and their children 
torn from the arms of their parents to be bred in the 
Catholick religion. They were forbidden to go out 
of the kingdom, and guards, in ſhoals, covered the 
coaſts and frontiers., But neither the natural love of 
their country, the ties of blood, nor the intereſts of 
fortune, could ſtop men who were influenced by 


the diQtates of conſcience, and they deſerted by thou- 
ſands, Holland, England, and Germany, received 


them with open arms. They carried with them im- 
menſe ſums of money, and what was ſtill more valua- 


ble, their manufaQures and induſtry, by which they 


had enriched the kingdom. In a few years France 
loſt above three millions of inhabitants, 

Three motives influenced the conduct of Lewis 
XIVon this occaſion, pride, policy and pretended re- 
ligion. Three forts of perſons were the inſtigators of 
this inſane ſtep ;—Louvois, greedy of war, and de- 
jected by a truce of twenty years, which had juſt been 
figned ;—the Jcſuits, in order to give a new ſpriog 
to their power, as Janſeniſm, (which will be noticed 


| hereafter) began to be out of uſe ; in fine, the virtuous 


madaine 
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obtenir que ſon mariage fut declare, et qu'elle * 


garda bonne à Louvois, à Boſſuet et à F Enelon qui 
.determinerent le roi a ne pas cẽder a ſes inſtances. 
Comme pour mettre le ſceau a cet hymence my- 
ſterieux, on vit paroltre, deux mois apres, un édit 
atroce et foudroyant, difte par des pretres auſſi 
fourbes que fanatiques, pour revoquer le fameux 
edit de Nantes, qui <toit le fruit de la ſageſſe de 
Henri IV, et que le e SLINGS Richelieu avoit meme 
reſpectẽ. | | 


La liberté de e fut ötée aux Proteſtans, 
leurs temples demolis, leurs enfans arraches de leurs 
bras, pour Etre eleves dans la religion Catholique. 
Les defenſes de ſortir du royaume, les gardes r- 
pandus en foule ſur les cotes et les frontières, l'amour 
du pays, natal, les liens du ſang, Vinteret de la for- 


tune, rien ne put arreter des hommes guidés par 


leur conſcience, et entraines par le déſeſpoir. Tls 
deſerterent par milliers. La Hollande, VPAngleterre, 


TAllemagne, leur tendirent les bras. Ils y empor- 


terent des ſommes immenſes, une induſtrie plus 
precieuſe encore, les manufactures qui enrichiſſoĩent 
le royaume, En peu d'annces la France perdit plus 
de trois millions de citoyens. | 

| Trois motifs dirigerent dans cette occaſion la 
conduite de Louis XIV,—Porgueil, la politique, et, 
ſoi-diſant, la religion. Trois ſortes de gens furent 
les inſtigateurs de cette demarche inſenſce ;—Louvois, 
avide de guerre, et atterre par une treve de vingt ans 
qu'on venoit de ſigner ;—les Jeſuites, afin de donner 
un nouveau reſſort a leur puiſſance, le Janſeniſme (dont 
on parlors ci-apres) commengant a paroitre uſe;—enfin, 
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madame de Maintenon, to whom it was promiſed it 
ſhould not coſt a drop of blood. And what elſe than 
blood are exiles and proſcriptions, vexations and tor- 
tures ?—Can any one call to mind, without ſhudder- 
ing, the public and warranted pillage of the dragoons ; 
the diſunion of families ; the ſight of a numerous peo- 
ple, wandering, naked, fugitives; aged perſons ; men 
famous for their knowledge and virtues, feeble, deli- 
cate, accuſtomed to a life of eaſe, caſt into dungeons, 
chained to the oar, periſhing under the laſhes of the 
galley officers, only for the fake of religion? This, 
| however, was the reſult of the bad habit to which Lewis 
XIV was addicted, of keeping himſelf, in affairs, ſecluded - 
from every body, under the keys of two or three mini- 
ſters; and thus it is, that by the ſecret and intereſted 
views of ſome confidants, thoſe princes are induced to 
commit irreparable faults, who through idleneſs or in- 
difference give themſelves up to ſuch as eagerly flatter 
their negligence or vanity, and likewiſe the monarchs, 
who ſet between themſelves and their ſubjects an in- 
ſurmountable barrier which prevents truth from reach- 
ing their throne. Lewis liſtened only to frantic prieſts, 
ambitious prelates, who thought that there ſhould be 
but one God, one king, one religion, and who perſuaded 
a prince intoxicated with himſelf to believe the ſame. 
Such an enterprize ſurpaſſes the power of kings. — 
minds may be ſeduced, hearts debaſed, but conſciences 
revolt. 
Ih bhe revocation of the edit of Nantes was cele- 
brated at court by acclamations, by fanatical ap- 
plauſes, which ſtifled the ſighs of true Chriſtians, 
Solemn and pompous Theſes were dedicated to the 
vanquiſher of hereſy. The . of had 
es | paſſed 
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la vertueuſe madame de Maintenon, à qui on pro- 


mit qu'il n'en couteroit pas une goute de ſang. Et 
n'eſt-ce pas du ſang que des exils et des proſcrip- 
tions, des tourmens et des ſupplices ?—Pent-on ſe 


rappeler ſans fremir le pillage public et avoue des 


dragons; la deſunion des familles ; le ſpectacle d'un 
peuple nombreux, errant, nu, fugitif; des vieillards, 
des gens renommes par leur ſavoir et leurs vertus, 
foibles, délicats, accoutumes a une vie aiſée, jetes 
dans des cachots, enchaines a la rame, per:flant ſous 
le nerf des comites,—pour cauſe unique de religion? 


C'eſt neanmoins ce qui reſulta de la mauvaiſe habi- 


tude de Louis XIV, de fe tenir, en affaires, barri- 
cads contre tout le monde, ſous la clef de deux ou 
trois miniſtres ; et c'eſt ainfi, que par les vues ſecretes 
et interefices de quelques confidens, font menèẽs 
ſouvent à des fautes irréparables, les princes, qui 
- par pareſſę ou par abandon, ſe livrent à ceux qui 
flattent de pres leur negligence ou leur. vanite, et 


les monarques, qui mettent entre eux et leurs ſujets 


une barrière inſurmontable, qui empeche la verite 
d'arriver juſqu'a eux. Louis n'ccoutoit que des pre- 


tres forcenés, des Eveques ambitieux, qui crioĩent 


qu'il ne falloit qu'un Dieu, un roi, une religion, et 


qui le perſuadèrent a un prince enivre de lui- mème. 8 


Une telle entrepriſe paſſe le pouvoir des rois les 


eſprits ſe séduiſent, les cœurs s'aviliſſent; mais les 


conſciences ſe revoltent. 

La revocation de Vedit de Nantes fat cflebrie 
à la cour par des acclamations, de louanges fanati- 
ques, qui Etouffoient les gemiſſemens des vrais Chre- 


tiens, Les theſes d'apparat Etoient dedices au vain- 


queur de Vhereſie, La fureur du panegyrique avoit 
Ee3 | paſsé 
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paſſed from the theatre to the pulpit. The Jeſuits, 
above all, ſignalized themſelves in extolling the power 


and piety of Lewis: they flattered his pride, and 
ſought to prevent his remorſe, Nothing was heard 


of but converſions wrought by his voice ;-—and dra- 
goons were his miſfionaries, carrying fword and fre ! 
He thought he was an apoſtle, on ſeeing himſelf ca- 
nonized, though ſurrounded by the monuments of 


5 his adulteries. 


However, as there were but few families without 
ſome unhappy victims, their cries pierced through the 
praiſes which they purpoſely laviſhed to lull the 
ſenfibility of the monarch. It was obſerved that the 
king grew more retired, and leſs communicative; an 
inviſible hand ſeemed to bear hard upon him; invo- 
luntary remorſes rent his ſoul. It was no longer the 
time of thoſe carouſals, thoſe brilliant entertainments, 
by which Lewis had, in ſome meaſure, rendered all 
foreigners tributary to him. A walk, a little hunting, 
ſometimes muſick, trifling games, converſations grave, 
and often conſtrained, now and then a few ceremo- 
nies, made up the pleaſures of the court, which be- 
came dull and hypocritical, and ran to the chapel as for- 


merly to the play; but the king was ſtill the God to 
whom this new worſhip was addreſſed. Paris, like 


the court, was a prey to devotees. Did rejoicings take 


place, the principal ingredients, gaiety and liberty, 


were wanted ;—gaiety, the appanage of the nation,— 
liberty, © for which nothing can make amends.” 


This, madame de Maintenon herſelf expreſſed, who, 
always under reſtraint, firſt for ſubſiſtence, afterwards to 


raiſe herſelf, at laſt to reign, was never happy. In effect, 
- the 
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paſsé du theatre dans les chaires. Les Jeſuites, ſur- 
tout, ſe ſignalèrent, en exaltant la puiſſance et la 
picte de Louis; ils flattoient ſon orgueil, et cher- 
choient a prevenir ſes remords. On ne lui parloit 
que de converſions operees a ſa voix ;—et des dra- 
gons Ctoient ſes miſſionnaires, portant le fer et la 
flamme ! 11 ſe croyoit un apotre, en fe voyant cano- 
nisé au milieu des monumens de ſes adulteres, -, 

Cependant, comme il y avoit peu de familles on 
il n'y eat des malheureux, leurs cris pergerent I 
travers les Eloges par leſquels on tichoit d'6tourdir 
la' fenfibilite da monarque. On &appergut que le 
roi devenoit beaucoup plus retire, et moins com- 
municatif; une main inviſible ſembloit s'appeſantir 
ſur lui; des remords involontaires déchiroient ſon 
zme. Ce n'(toit plus le temps de ces carrouſels, de 
ces fetes brillantes, par leſquelles Louis avoit rendu 
tous les Etrangers, en quelque forte, ſes tributaires. 
Des promenades, un pew de chafſe, des muſiques, 
petit jeu, des converſations graves, et ſouvent con- 
traintes, de temps en temps quelques ceremonies, | 
voila à quoi ſe bornoient les plaifirs 4 la cour, 
qui devenue triſte et hypocrite, couroit i la cha- 
pelle comme autrefois aux ſpectacles; mais le roi 
Etoit toujours le dieu a qui s'adreſſoĩt ce nouveau 
culte. Paris Etoit, comme la cour, en proie aux 
devots. Faiſoit-on des réjouiſſances, il y manquoit 
le principal agrément, la gaite et la liberté z—la gaite; 
Fappanage de la nation, —la liberté, ** pour pe 
* il n'eſt point de dedommagement.” ? 

Ainft s'exprimoit madame de Maintenon ele- meme, 
qui, toujours dans la contrainte, d'abord pour ſub- 
ſiſter, enſuite pour s'élever, enfin pour regner, ne 
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ſhe was a ſtranger to every thing of royalty, except its 
fatigues, its inanity and its renunciations. Her wretched 


evenings were paſſed in ineffectual exertions to entertain 


and awaken an exhauſted mind; and ſhe was reduced to 


look back with envy and regret, from the terrace of Ver- 


ſailles, on the humble condition of Scarron's widow. 
Thus ſhe wrote to one of her confidents: © May I ac- 
« quaint you with the wearineſs which conſumes the 
great, and the trouble they have to fill up their time! 
& Do you not ſee that J die with ſadneſs, though 
,in a condition which ſcarcely could be imagined ?— 
% ] have been young and handſome, have taſted 
„ pleaſures, have been loved by all; in a more ad- 
vanced age, I carried on, for ſome years, an inter- 


« courſe pleaſing to the mind: I am arrived at favour, 


<« and J proteſt to you, that every condition leaves a 
„ frightful void, an inquietude, a laflitude, a defire 


„of knowing other things.” In another place 


ſhe draws the character of courtiers, and in her 
fituation ſhe was likely to know them, having ob- 


_ tained ſuch a degree of confidence, that miniſters and 


generals tranſacted buſineſs with the king at her apart- 
ments, and in her preſence. © IJ am not inclined to 
« miſtruſt,” ſaid ſhe, and I ſhouid have lived a 
4 long while without believing men ſo wicked as 
6 they are ſaid to be; but the court corrupts the beſt. 
This place is dreadful; there is not one head but it 
t turns. I ſee, I hear things which diſpleaſe, or, 
6 rather, irritate me. Almoſt all ruin their relations 
c and friends, for the ſake of ſaying one word more to 


„ the king, to ſhew him that they ſacrifice every 


« thing to him. We have aſſaſſinations in cool blood, 


„ envy without cauſe, rage and treaſons without re- 


« ſentment, 


EF 


, XIV, a 


fut jamais heureuſe. En. effet, elle ne connut de la 


royauté que les fatigues, le vide et les ſacrifices. Ses 


triſtes ſoirẽes ſe paſſoient a faire des efforts impuiſſans 


pour amuſer et réveiller un eſprit Epuiſe; et elle 


etoit réduite à jeter de la terraſſe de Verſailles, des 
regards d'envie et de regret ſur Phumble condition 
de la veuve Scarron. Que ne puis-je vous faire. 


cs 


voir,“ Ecrivoit-elle a une de ſes. confidentes, — 
o - 4 . . 
Pennur qui devore les grands, et la peine qu'ils 


ont a remplir leurs journées - Ne voyez-vous 


8 que je meurs de triſteſſe, dans une fortune 


qu'on auroit eu peine a imaginer _ al été jeune 


et jolie; j'ai gouté des plaiſirs, j'ai ẽtẽ aimee par- 


tout; dans un age plus avance j'ai paſsé des années 
dans le commerce de l'eſprit; je ſuis venue a la 


faveur, et je vous proteſte que tous les Etats laiſ- 


ſent un vide affreux, une inquietude, une laſſi- 


tude, une envie de connoitre autre choſe.” Dans 


un autre endroit elle trace le portrait des courti- 
ſans; et elle Etoit bien à meme de les connoitre, 
Etant parvenue à un tel point de confiance, que le 
travail des miniſtres et des generaux avec le roi ſe 
faiſoit chez elle, et en fa preſence, © Je ne ſuis 


66 


«5 


point,” dit-elle, ** portee a la defiance, et j'aurois 


vécu long-temps ſans croire les hommes auſſi 


mauvais qu'on les dit; mais la cour change les 
meilleurs. Ce pays eſt effroyable, il n'y a point 
de téète qui n'y tourne. Je vois, j'entends des 
choſes qui me deplaiſent, ou qui m'indignent. 
Preſque tous noyent leurs parens et leurs amis 


pour dire un mot de plus au roi, pour lui mon- 
trer qu'ils lui ſacrifient tout. Nous avons des 


aſſaſſinats de n des envies ſans ſujet, des 


rages, 
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60 ſentment, inſatiable avarice, deſpair in the midſt 
te of good fortune, and meanneſs under the name of 
ae greatneſs of ſoul!” 

To divert the chagrin which ſhe experienced from 
her elevation, madame de Maintenon took advantage 
of her aſcendancy over the king, to engage him, in 
1686, to found the houſe of Saint-Cyr ; a praife-wor- 
thy eſtabliſhment, notwithſtanding the expence, and 

though made during very burthenſome circumſtan- 
ces. Lewis XIV, by this foundation, ſhewed the 
. generoſity of a great monarch, and the goodneſs of a 
father. He increaſed to two hundred and fifty the 
number of the young ladies who were to be admitted 
into this houſe, and there brought up in the practice 
of piety, of ſocial virtues, and ſuch ceconomical du- 
ties as to make them in time good mothers of fami- 
hes. Such is ftill the end of this eſtabliſhment, to 
which the king appropriated the revenues of the abbey 
of St. Denis, that when the education of theſe young 
ladies is accompliſhed, they may have befides a ſum of 
money for their portion. It might have been wiſhed 
that Lewis XIV had never exerted his deſpotiſm, but 
in a ſimilar manner, and that he had formed as many 
eſtabliſhments, like that of Saint-Cyr, as there were 
rich abbeys in the kingdom; then the patrimony of 
the poor would no longer have ſerved to ſupport 
pious drones in voluptuous idleneſs, and thereby the 
higher clergy perhaps might have been, in naps mans 
time, preſerved from a total fall. | 

The praiſes which the eſtabliſhment of Saint-Cyr 
drew upon Lewis XIV, in ſome meaſure recompenſed 
the bitter ſatires circulated againſt him, by the diſ- 
| contented Proteſtants in the kingdom, and the emi- 
Fs: 
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4 rages, des trahiſons ſans reſſentiment, des avarices 


© jinſatiables, des deſeſpoirs au milieu du bonheur, des 
“ bhaſſeſſes qu'on couvre du nom de grandeur d' ame.“ 


Pour faire diverſion avec les chagrins que ſon élé- 
vation lui cauſoit, madame de Maintenon profita de 
Paſcendant qu'elle avoit obtenu ſur le roi pour l'en- 
gager, en 1686, à fonder la maiſon de Saint-Cyr ;— 


ẽtabliſſement fort louable malgre la depenſe, et quoĩque 


fait dans des circonſtances tres-onereuſes, Louis 
XIV montra, dans cette fondation, la gEneroſite d'un 
grand monarque, et la bonté d'un pere. I porta 
a deux-cent-cinquante le nombre des jeunes demoi- 
' ſelles qu'on devoit admettre dans cette maiſon, 
pour les y former a la piete, aux vertus ſociales, 
aux travaux d'economie qui peuvent faire de bonnes 
meres de familles. Tel eſt encore le but de cet 
Etabliſſement, auquel le roi affecta les revenus de 
Pabbaye de Saint-Denis, afin que ces jeunes De- 
moiſelles, leur education finie, euſſent encore une 
ſomme pour dot. Il eüt été a ſouhaiter que Louis 
XIV n'eüt jamais exerce ſon deſpotiſme que de cette 
manière, et qu'il evit forme autant d'établiſſemens, 


dae la nature de celui de Saint-Cyr, qu'il y avoit de 
groſſes abbayes dans le royaume; alors le patri- 
moine des pauvres n'eut pas ſervi plus long-temps 


à entretenir de pieux faineans dans la volupte, et 
le haut clerge ent peut-Etre été par la ſuite prẽ- 
ſerveAdune chute totale, 


Les louanges que I'tablifſement de Saint-Cyr at- 
tira a Louis XIV, le dedommagerent un peu des 
ſatires amères que répandoient contre lui, et les 
Proteſtans vexés dans le royaume, et les Emigrans 

ET unis 
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grants who were united by hatred and intereſt to the 
neighbouring nations. Throughout Europe, his 
name was never mentioned but with execration. 
Every where were heard declamations againſt the vio- 
lence of a tyrant, who, by a ſingle act of deſpotiſm, 
derrived thoutands of families of their goods, and 
forced them far from taeir country to ſeek for liberty 
and life 

Lewis, deaf to the noiſe of theſe univerſal — 88 
mours, tranquil on his throne which he eenſidered 
as immoveable, did not in the leaſt diminiſh his pomp 
and expences. Though he had no more miſtreſſes, his 
' madneſs for building {till continued. He had demo- 
liſhed the little Trianon, ſtuck with porcelain, which 
he had built for madame de Monteſpan, and reconſtructed 
it ſuch as it is at preſent. Louvois had ſucceeded Col- 
bert in the ſuperintendance of buildings, and accom- 
panied the king, who amuſed himſelf in theſe works. 
This prince poſſeſſed an eye of ſtrict juſtneſs; he 


perceived a window narrower than the others, and 


told it to Louvois. This poſitive man would not 
admit it; and being obſtinate, blunt and puffed up 
with his authority, diſputed the point with the king, 
who ſtill infiſted, and being tired with the diſpute 
had the window tus; It appeared that the king 
was in the right. Louvois would make a reply ; but 

the king bade bim be ſilent, and being already incenſed 
by the diſcuſſion, he bore hard upon Louvois, in the 
preſence of the workmen and all thoſe who accom- 
panied him. The reprimand was forcible and long. 
Louvois being humbled, went home with rage in bis 
heart, and vented his fury before his familiars: © I am 


4% ruined,” ried he; for a few inches of miſtake in 
« a wot 


unis de we et Sinteret avec les nations voiſines. 


Dans toute I'Europe ſon nom ne ſe pronongoit 
qu'avec exEcration. Par- tout on ſe dechainoit contre 
la violence d'un tyran, qui, par*un ſeul acte de. deſ- 


potiſme, privoit de leurs biens des milliers de familles, 


et les forgoit d'aller chercher .loin de leur patrie la 
liberté et la vie. 


Ul 
4 


Louis, ſourd au bruit de ces clameurs univer- 


ſelles, tranquille ſur ſon trone qu'il croyoit inẽbran- 


lable, ne diminuoit rien de fon faſte ni de ſes dé- 


penſes. Quoiqu'il n'eut plus de maitreſſes, la manie : 
de batir le tenoit toujours, 11 avoit abattu le petit 
Trianon de porcelaine, fait pour madame de Monteſ- 


pan, et le reconſtruiſoit comme on le voit aujour- 


& hui. Louvois avoit ſuccede a Colbert dans la ſu- 


rintendance des batimens, et il ſuivoit le roi, qui 


s'amuſoit dans ces travaux. Ce prince avoit le 
coup d'ceil de la plus. fine juſteſſe; il s'appergut 


qu'une fenetre n'avoit pas autant d'ouverture que 
les autres, et le dit a Louvois. Celui-ci n'en con- 
vint pas, et comme il étoit entier, bruſque, et enfle 
de ſon autorité, il s'opiniàtra contre le roi qui in- 
ſiſtoit, et qui, fatigue de la diſpute, fit meſurer les 


Fenetres. Il ſe trouva que le roi avoit raiſon. Lou- 
vois voulut repliquer ; le roi lui impoſa ſilence, et 
comme il Etoit deja emu de la diſcuſſion, il mena 


Louvois fort durement en preſence des ouvriers et 
de tous ceux qui Paccompagnoient. La veſperie fut 
forte et longue. Louvois humilié rentra chez lui 


la rage dans le cœur, et exhalant ſa fureur devant 
s' ria · il: ** pour. 


ſes familiers: © Je ſuis perdu, 
quelques pouces de ine dans un batiment, 
| | le 
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« a building, the king forgets my ſervices; but [ 
% know how to manage it, and I ſhall give him ſuch 
% occupations as will make him forget the trowel; there 
only wants a war todrawhim from his buildings, and 

© he ſhall have it, ſince there muſt be one, either for 
* him or for me.” He did not delay to make good 
his words. The League of Auſbourg which was 
forming, could have been eafily broken by political 
meaſures; Louvois blowed up the flame, which he 
had in his power to extinguiſh, and Europe was em- 
broiled becauſe a window was too wide or too narrow. 
Thus great events ariſe from little cauſes. 

The pride and power of Lewis, his intruſions 
upon his neighbours, in the midſt of peace, added 
to the proſcription of Calviniſm, created him almoſt 
as many enemies as there were princes in Europe, 
The moſt dangerous of all, whether from his exceſſive 
ambition or profound policy, was William, prince of 
Orange, now deſpiſed by the French, becauſe he had 
been unfortunate in war. But they were very ſoon 
taught to know, how great was the extent of his ge- 
nius. He was the projector of that famous League, 
- ſecretly. formed at- Auſbourg, in 1686, and concluded 
at Venice the year following, The Emperor, and the 
greater part of the Empire, the king of Spain, Hol- 
land, the duke of Savoy, and almoſt all Italy, united 
againſt France, Innocent XI, as proud as Lewis, 
- ſeconded by his intrignes thoſe of the Dutch prince; 
a Pope and a Proteſtant prince were thus equally zealous 
to humble the moſt Chriſtian king. 

As ſoon as Lewis diſcovered their . to 
attack him, he determined to ſtrike the firſt blow, 


and Louvois did not neglect any thing to render his 
arms 


— 
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& le roi oublie mes ſervices ; mais j'y mettrai . bon 
* ordre, et je lui donnerai des occupations qui lui 
« feront oublier la truelle; 11 n'y a que la guerre 
«*« pour le tirer de ſes batimens, et il en aura, puis 
« qu'il en faut à lui ou à moi,” II ne tarda pas 
à tenir parole. La Ligue d'Auſbourg qui fe formoit, 
pouvoit etre deſunie par des meſures politiques; 
Louvois ſouffla le feu qu'il  pouron Eteindre, et 
Europe fut embraſce, parce qu'une fenetre ẽtoit trop 
large ou trop étroite. Voila les grands evenemens 
par les petites cauſes. 
La fierte de Louis, ſa puiſſance, ſes „ 
en pleine paix, les confiſcations ſur ſes voiſins, 
ajoutces A la proſcription du Calviniſme, lui avoient 
fait preſqu' autant d'ennemis, qu'il y avoit de princes 
en Europe. Le plus dangereux de tous, ſoit par 
ſan exceſſive ambition, ſoit par ſa profonde politique, 
| Etoit Guillaume, prince d' Orange, alors mepriſc 
des Frangois, parce qu'il n'avoit pas été heureux A 
la guerre. Mais il leur apprit bient6t de quoi ſon 
genie le rendoit capable. 11 avoit ete le principal 
moteur de cette fameuſe Ligue projetee ſecretement 
a Auſbourg, en 1686, et qui fut conclue a Veniſe Van- 
nee ſuivante. L'Empereur et la plus grande partie 
de PEmpire, le roi d'Eſpagne, | la Hollande, le duc 
de Savoie et preſque toute U'Italie, s'unirent contre 
la France. Innocent XI, auſſi fier que Louis XIV, 
ſecondoit par ſes intrigues celles du prince Hol- 
landois; de ſorte que l'on vit un pape et un prince 
Proteſtant travailler avec le meme zcle a Vabaiſſe- 
ment du roi très-Chrétien. c 
Des que Louis ſut qu'on vouloit ase il 
porta les premiers coups, et Louvois ne negligea 
rien pour rendre ſes armes victorieuſes. Le Dauphin 
| fut 
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arms victorious. He accordingly ſent the Dauphin 


to take Philipſbourg, which was the key of Ger- 


many. My ſon,” ſaid the king to him, at his de- 
parture, by ſending you to command my armies, I 
„ give you an opportunity of diſplaying your merit 


_ *©'to the world. Go, and convince all Europe, that 


„ whenever I ſhall refign my breath, they will not 


| © have reaſon to miſs me.“ The Dauphin ſhewed 


himſelf worthy of his father's confidence, Adored 
by his troops, cheriſhed by every body, full of mildneſs, 
courage, and prudence, the glory he acquired by the 
taking of Philipſbourg, in 1688, cauſed an univerſal joy 
in the kingdom. The duke of Montauſier, his go- 


vernor, a man of an uncommon virtue, wrote to 
him after this event, in theſe terms: © My lord, I 


* will make you no compliment on the taking of 
«© Philipſbourg; you had a good army, bombs, canon, 


and Vauban. Nor will I tell you that you are 


brave, it is an hereditary virtue in your houſe. 
% But I rejoice with you to find you liberal, ge- 
% nerous, humane, and enhancing the e of 
% thoſe who behave well.” Fs ” 
This was only the firſt ſpark of war, which ſoon 
increaſed to a flame. The revolution which drove 


the Stewarts from the throne of England, completed 


the blaze. Charles II had left the erown to James 
II, his brother, who was a Catholic, and conſequently 


- - odious to his people; ſtill the more ſo, as believing 


himſelf, or defirous of being abſolute, he paid no 


reſpect either to the religion or liberty of his nation. 


An ill-concerted project of re-eſtabliſhing the Ca- 
tholic religion, which the Engliſh were determined 


never to ſuffer, a the . 058 conduct of James diſ- 
as e OT” Ding poſed 
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fut charge d'aller prendre Philipſbourg, 1a clef de 


P Allemagne. Mon fils, lui dit le roi a fon 
depart, ** en vous envoyant commander mes armées, 
« je vous donne les occaſions de faire connoitre 


© votre mcrite ; allez le montrer à toute FEurope, 


« afin que quand je viendrai a mourir, on ne 
% gappergoive pas qu'on m'ait perdu.” Le Dauphin 
ſe montra en effet digne de la confiance de ſon pere. 
Adore des troupes, cheEri de tout le monde, plein 
de douceur, de courage et de prudence, la gloire 
qu'il acquit par la priſe de Philipſburg cauſa une 
joie univerſelle dans le royaume. Le duc de Mon- 
tauſier, ſon gouverneur, homme d'une rare vertu, lui 
kcrivit apres cet eEvenement ; ** Monſeigneur, Je ne 
« yous fais point de compliment ſur la priſe de 
“ Philipſbourg: vous aviez une bonne armee, des 
« hombes, du canon, et Vauban. Je ne vous en 
« fais point non plus ſur ce que vous Etes brave: 
« eſt une vertu hereditaire dans votre maiſon ; 
«© mais je me réjouis avec vous de ce que vous Ctes 
« ltberal, genereux, humain, et faiſant valoir les 
ic ſervices de ceux qui font bien.“ 


Il n'y avoit encore qu' une première @rincelle de 


guerre; la revolution qui precipita les Stuarts du 
trone d' Angleterre, ache va Vembraſement. Charles IT 
avoit laiſsé la couronne a Jacques II, ſon frere, 
devenu catholique, par consẽquent odieux a ſes ſujets, 
_ Cautant plus que ſe croyant abſolu, ou voulant Vetre, il 
ne menageoit ni leur religion ni leur liberté. Le projet, 


mal concerts, de retablir le catholiciſme que les Anglois 


ne pouvoient ſouffrir, et toute la conduite de Jacques 
ne firent qu'irriter les eſprits. L' EE ſon 
. II. Ff zele 
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poſed them to a revolt. His imprudent zeal was 
blamed even by Rome; the wiſeſt among the car- 
dinals foreſaw he would himſelf be the victim of it, and 
that, ſo far from ſerving the Romifh church, he would 
for ever ruin it in England. 


After fruitleſs complaints, the Engliſh, in 1688, 
invited the prince of Orange, ſon-in-law to James, to 
put himſelf at their head ; he was too ambitious to let 
ſo favourable an opportunity ſlip. This affair was 
concerted with as much ſecrecy as prudence, and 
James being taken by ſurpriſe, made but a feeble re- 
fiſtance. Several officers abandoned him, and among 
others his favourite Churchill, who. preferred ſery- 
ing the cauſe of his native country, and ſoon after 
immortalized himſelf under the name of the duke 


of Marlborough. James being permitted to fly, ſought 


an aſylum with Lewis XIV, and the prince of Orange 
was declared king by the title of William III, jointly 
with the princeſs Mary his conſort. The Engliſh na- 
tion thus reſtored to liberty, aſcertained due bounds to 
the regal power. In effect, William was ever leſs 


. abſolute in England than in Holland; he even was 


publickly ſtyled king of Holland, and the ſtadtholder 
of England. 


James II reached France in December, 1689 ; he 
had previouſly ſent his wife and ſon. Lewis XIV 
went to meet them with all his guards, and an hundred 
coaches and fix, He ſettled his new gueſts in his palace 
at -Saint-Germain-en Laie, and accommodated them 
in a manner ſuitable to their rank. Beſides every re- 
quiſite, they found at their arrival a cheſt containing 


of 
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zele le faiſoit blamer dans Rome meme; les plus 
ſages d' entre les cardinaux previrent qu'il en ſeroit 
la victime, et que loin de ſervir een enen 11 
la ruineroit pour toujours en Angleterre. | 

Apres des plaintes inutiles, les Anglois, en 1688, 
inviterent le prince d' Orange, gendre de Jacques, a 
venir ſe mettre a leur tete; il étoit trop ambitieux 
pour ne pas ſaiſir cette occaſion de fortune. L'at- 
faire fut conduite avec autant de ſecret que de pru- 
dence. Jacques pris par ſurpriſe ne fit qu'une foible 
rẽſiſtance. Pluſieurs officiers Vabandonnerent, entre 
autres Churchill, ſon favori, qui prefera de ſervir 
la cauſe de fa patrie, et que on verra bientot s' immor- 
taliſer ſous le nom de Marlborough. Jacques, ayant eu 
enſuite la permiſſion de $'evader, chercha un aſyle 
aupres de Louis XIV, et le prince d' Orange, en 
1689, fut declare roi d' Angleterre, ſous le nom de 
Guillaume III, conjointement avec ſa femme la prin- 
ceſſe Marie. La nation Angloiſe ayant ainſi recouvre 
ſa liberté, s' occupa de fixer de juſtes bornes a l'au- 
torité royale. En effet, Guillaume fut toujours moins 
abſolu en Angleterre qu'en Hollande ; on diſoit meme 
hautement qu'il etoit roi de. Hollande et ſtathouder 
d' Angleterre. 

Jacques II ſe rendit en Free en Decembre, 
1689; il avoit fait partir devant ſa femme et ſon 
fils. Louis XIV alla & leur rencontre avec toute ſa 
maiſon, et cent carroſſes a fix chevaux. II etablit- ſes 
nouveaux hotes dans le chateau de Saint-Germain- en- 
Laie, ou ils furent traites d'une maniere convenable a 
leur rang. Outre toutes les choſes de neceflite qu'ils 
'trouverent à leur arrivee, il y avoit_ une caſſette de 
. mille Louis d'or pour la reine, et une autre de 
A . F 72 | dix 
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of ten thouſand for the king. Madame de Maintenon 


entertained a friendſhip with the Engliſh queen, who 
had much wit. She ſoftened the vexations of this 


princeſs by her attentions and aſſiduity, while, on 
his part, the king nobly provided for the two con- 


forts. 


Lewis now began an open war with England Hol- 
land and Spain declared alſo againſt James. A confi- 


derable French fleet was ſoon got ready, to conduct 


this prince to Ireland. The king, in taking leave of 


him ſaid: The beſt wiſh I have to beſtow is, that I 


% never may ſee you again,” The French ſquadron, in 
x690, defeated that of their enemies, who did not think 


Proper, at that time, to ſhew themſelves again. 


Lewis XIV, who at the beginning of his reign had 


ſcarcely a ſhip, was now become ſo powerful, that 
he preſerved the empire of the ſeas for two years, 
But all this aſſiſtance did not change the deftiny of 


James, whoſe former valour ſeemed to have for- 


faken him with his fortune. He was defeated by 
king William at the decifive battle of the Boyne, and 
returned to France; where, ſurrounded by Jeſuits, he 


was more addicted to theology and devout practices, 
than bent on the means of retrieving his diſgrace. 
Germany, the Low-Countries, and the frontiers of 


Spain and Italy, were all at once the theatre of war. 


The French, in 1689, had taken the Palatinate, ont 


or the fineſt countries of the Empire, where there 


remained no traces of the conflagration executed in 


1674, by Turenne, To prevent the enemy from ſub- 


: fiſting there, Lewis followed the counſel of Louvois, 
in commanding a new conflagration. This execution 


was terrible, and had been till more fo, if Louvois 


9 
3 


had | 
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dix mille pour le roi. Madame de Maintenon ſe lia 
d'amitié avec la reine d' Angleterre, qui avoit beau- 
coup d'eſprit. Elle adoucifſoit les chagrins de cette 
princeſſe par ſes attentions et ſes prevenances, pen- 
dant que le roi pourvoyoit eee aux beſoins 
des deux E poux. 

Ce fut alors que Louis commenca une guerre | 


ouverte avec l'Angleterre; la Hollande, et 'Eſpagne 
ſe declarerent auſſi contre Jacques. On &quipa en 
France une flotte conſiderable pour conduire ce prince 


en Irlande. Le roi lui dit en le quittant: © Tout 


* ce que je puis vous ſouhaiter de mieux, c'eſt de 


ne vous jamais revoir.“ Les eſcadres Frangoiſes 


diſſipèrent, en 1690, celles de leurs ennemis, qui 


n'osèrent plus ſe remontrer. 


Louis XIV conſerva deux ans Fempire Je la mer, 


E bi qui au commencement de ſon regne &toit ſans 


yvaiſſeaux. Mais tant de ſecours ne changerent point 


l deſtinée de Jacques, dont Vancienne valeur ſem- 


— 


bloit 8'Etre Evanouie avec ſa fortune. 11 fut d&fait 
par ſon gendre 3 la bataille decifive de la Boyne, en 
. 1690, et revint en France, ou vivant avec les Jé- 
ſuites, il $'occupa plus de theologie et d'exercices 


de devotion, que des moyens de reparer ſa diſgrace, 


- - L'Allemagne, les Pays-bas, les frontières &Eſpagne 
et d'Italie furent tout à la fois le theatre de la 
guerre. Les Frangois, en 1689, 8'<toient emparés 
du Palatinat, une des plus belles contrees de 'Emse 


pire, on il ne reſtoit aucune trace de Vembriſement 
execute par Turenne en 1674. Pour empècher les en- 
nemis d'y ſubſiſter, Louis, ſuivant le conſeil de Lou- 
vois, coinmanda un nouvel incendie. Cette extcu · 
tion fut terrible, et il ne tint pas à Louvois quelle 
. | ne 


if 
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had prevailed. Not being contented with having 
cauſed Worms and Spire to be plundered and burnt, 
he was ſo barbarous as to propoſe the burning of 
Triers, in order to prevent the enemy from placing their 
arſenal in it. The king diſguſted, forbade ſuch a deed, 

But the country was waſted, the caſtles, villages, and 
upwards of forty towns were ſet in flames with the 
moſt exceſſive rigour. No reſpe@ even was ſhewn to 
the tombs of the Palatine eleQors. The ſoldiers 
opencd them in hopes of finding gold, and ſcattered 
the aſhes which were encloſed in them. Were the 
enemy ever to penetrate into the kingdom, what re- 
priſals might not be expected? Good ey is neyer a 
ſtranger to humanity. | 


The duke of Lorraine, Charles V, a prince without 
lands, but a formidable general, commanded the Im- 
perialiſts. He re-took Mentz, where the French glo- 
riouſly defended themſelves, though the place was 
badly fortified. After twenty-one ſallies, the marquis 
of Uxclles ſurrendered it for want of powder. He 
certainly was deſerving of commendation ; but he was 
received in Paris with hooting, in a full theatre. Such 
is often the injuſtice of a fickle people, who decide 
without examining, and who blame or admire with- 
out reaſon, not lofing their ridiculous prejudice, till 
they have inſulted merit, or offered incenſe to fortune. 


1n the Low Countries and in Italy, the firſt years 
of the war. were a continued ſcene of memorable vic- 
tories. The marſhal of Luxembourg walked in the 
ſteps of the great Condé, whom he imitated in his ge- 
nius, vivacity and courage. He gained the battle of 


* in 1690, by the ſuperiority of his talents, that of 
inen, 
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ne le füt encore davantage. Non content d'avoir 
brülé et ſaccage Worms et Spire, il eut encore la 
barbarie de propoſer de bruler Treves, pour em- 
pecher les ennemis d'en faire leur place d' armes. 
Le roi en fut revolte,. et le lui defendit. Mais les 
campagnes furent dévaſttes, les chäteaux, les villages, 
et plus de quarante villes livrées aux flammes avec 
une rigueur exceſſive, On ne reſpecta pas meme les 
tombeaux des Eleteurs Palatins. Le ſoldat les ouvrit 
dans Veſperance d'y trouver de or, et jeta au vent 
les cendres qu ils renfermoient. Si les ennemis pë- 
netroient un jour dans le royaume, a quelles reprẽ- 
ſailles ne deyoit on pas $'attendre? La bonne peil 
tique reſpecte l'humanité. 

Le duc de Lorraine, Charles V, prince ſans Etats, 
mais general redoutable, commandoit les Imperiaux. 
Il reprit Maience, ou les Frangois ſe defendirent 
glorieuſement, quoique la place füt mal fortifice, 
Apres vingt- et- une ſorties le marquis d'Uxelles la 
rendit faute de poudre. Il ne meritoit que des Eloges ; 
il ne recut à Paris que des huces en plein theaire. 
Telle eſt ſouvent Vinjuſtice d'un peuple leger, qui 
deécide ſans examen, qui fronde ou qui admire fans 
raiſon, et qui ne revient de ſes bizarres préventions, 
qu 'apres avoir inſults au merite, on en la _ 
tune. | | 
Dans les Pays-bas et en Italie, les premières années 
de la guerre furent un enchainement de victoires 
 mEmorables. Le marechal de Luxembourg marchoit 
ſur les traces du grand Conde, dont il ſembloit avoir le 
genie, la vivacite et le courage. II gagna, en 1690, 
par la ſuperiorite de ſes talens, la bataille de Fleurus, 
8 Steinkerque, en 1692; et en 1693, accompagnẽ 

| Ft. de 
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Steinkerque, in 1692; and in 1693, in company with 
ſeveral princes of the blood, he ſurpriſed king Wil- 
lam at Nerwinde, when twenty thouſand men were 


killed, e whom were eight thouſand French. 


Lewis, i in Lg took Mons in 1692, and Namur 
in 1692, The marſhal of Catinat, a real philoſopher 
and great captain, who owed his rank merely! to his me- 
Tit, defeated the duke of Savoy at Staffarde, and at 


Marfailles, In 1692 the marſhal of Lorges was con- 
- queror in Germany. The marſhal of Noailles, in 


1694, was likewiſe victorious in Catalonia. Never 
had there been ſo many brilliant victories; but they 
were almoſt all fruitleſs ; every thing, however, rc- 


mained nearly 1 in the ſame ſtate. To kill men, to ruin 


cities, to waſte provinces, and to exhauſt nations, 
was the ſole reſult of the grand monarch's exploits. 


However, in ſpite of all his viftories, he no longer 
appeared invincible. He had loft fourteen large veſ - 
ſels, i in 1692, after the battle of La Hogue, wherg 
Tourville, by his orders, had attacked the enemy 3 
fleet, as NUMETOU3 again as his own. 


The preceding year, 1697, this: 8 bad met 
with a loſs which he felt morethan he wiſhed to appear, 
Louvois, the beft miniſter for conducting a war, 
failed him at the time he had the greateſt occaſion for 
him. Not that France ſtood in need of this founder 
of the miniſters of. ſtate's deſpotiſm,—of a man en- 


dowed both with a powerful genius and ferocious ſoul, 


of a monſter ready to ſacrifice the ſta e to his am- 
bition and humour, for the leaſt ſpark of pride, But 
as be had purpoſely drawn 1 fatal cir · 
R236 5 el cumſtances, 
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de pluſieurs princes du Sang, il ſurprit Guillaume à 
Nerwinde, et gagna une nouvelle bataille, on il perit- 
plus de vingt - mille nn ome EP oa 
mille Francois. :: [21 $1} 845 
Louis avoit pris, en WH EPI Mon en 1691, 
et Namur en 1692, Le mar&chal de Catinat, vraĩ 
philo ſophe et grand capitaine, qui ne devoit ſon 
flevation qu'à ſon mérite, avoit en 1690, defait le 
duc de Savoie, à Staffarde, et à Marſaille. Le ma- 
rechal de Lorges en 1692, avoit été vainqueur en 
Allemagne; : le maréchal de N oailles le fut en Ca- 
talogne, en 1694. Jamais tant de victoires eclatantes ; . 
mais elles furent preſque toutes ſans fruit; les choſes 
reſtèrent à peu pres dans le meme état. Tuer des 
hommes, ruiner des villes, devaſter des provinces, 
 epuiſer les nations, c'eſt tout ce que produiſoĩent 
les exploits du grand manarque. | 
Cependant malgrs ſes victoires, il ne paroiſſoĩt plus 
invincible. II avoit, en 1692, perdu quatorze grands 
vaiſſcaux, apres la journge de la Hogue, on Tour- 
ville ayoit attaque, par ſes ordres, la flotte ennemie, 
une fois plus nombreuſe que la fienne, 3 
Lanne precedente, en 1691, ce prince avoit fait 
une perte qu'il ſentit plus qu'il ne voulut le laiſſer 
voir. Louvois, miniſtre ſupericur pour conduire 
une guerre, lui manqua au moment qu'il en avoit 
le plus de beſoin. Ce n'eſt pas que la France ne fe 
fot bien paſſẽe de ce fondateur du deſpotiſme des 
ſecretaires d' tat. dun homme doue à la fois d'un 
genie puiſſant et d'une ame feroce,—d'un monſtre, 
qui cit immole Vetat a ſon ambition, a fon humeur, 
au moindre Elan de l'amour- propre. Mais comme il 
| avoit à deſſein entraine ſon. maitre dans des circon- 
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cumſtances, it is probable he would at leaſt, ſooner 
or later, have ſupplied him with the means of getting 
rid of them. Be that as it may, being at work one 
day with the king, at madame de Maintenon' S, he 
found himſelf ill, he had fcarce time to go home and 
reach his room before he expired. The next day he 
was to have been arreſted and ſent to the Baftille, 
As he drank waters, it was commonly reported that 
he had been poifoned. His heart was found entirely 
' withered as if it had been violently - compreſſed, 

which might have been the effect of the grief he felt 
jn his latter days. In ſhort, for ſome time Lewis XIV 
had not been able to ſuffer his haughtineſs ; and ma- 
dame de Maintenon entertaining a violent reſentment 
againſt him, was reſolved upon his ruin. The outrages 
committed in the Palatinate, and ſome miſdemeanours 
in his places ſerved as a pretence. The king, after his 
return from Mons, continued to work with him; 
but it was with coolneſs, and a humour which fore- 
bode a near diſgrace, The following charaQer of this 
miniſter is given by moſt hiſtorians. Born with great 
talents, the principal object of which was war, he re- 
eſtabliſhed order and diſcipline in the army, as Col- 
bert had done in the finances. Often better informed 
than the general himſelf; as careful to reward as to 
puniſh ; ſaving and profuſe according to circumſtances ; 
foreſeeing every thing, and neglecting nothing; join- 
ing to profound and extended views the ſcience of 
detail ; profoundly ſecret; forming enterpriſes which 
were held prodigious by their ſubtle execution, and 
the ſucceſs of which was never uncertain, notwith- 


ſtanding the crowd of eee combinations that muſt 
333 . concur, 
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ſtances facheuſes, il eſt à croire qu'il lui auroit du 

moins fourni tot ou tard les moyens de s'en tirer, 
Quoi qu'il en ſoit, étant un jour à travailler avec 
le roi, chez madame de Maintenon, il ſe trouva mal, 
et n'eut que le temps d'aller chez lui; arrive dans fa 
chambre, il expira. Le lendemain il deyoit @tre arrets 
et conduit à la Baſtille, Comme il prenoit alors les 
eaux, on ne manqua pas de dire quiil avoit Ete em- 
poiſonne. On lui trouva le cœur entièrement deſ- 
ſeche, comme s'il evit été comprime avec violence, 
ce qui pouyoit Etre Peffet du chagrin qu'il avoit eu ſur la 
fin de ſes jours. En effet, depuis quelque temps 
Louis XIV ne pouvoit plus ſouffrir ſes hauteurs ; et 
madame de Maintenon, qui conſervoit contre lui un 
reſſentiment violent, avoit reſolu de le'perdre. Les 
fureurs exercees dans le Palatinat, et quelques mal- 
verfations dans ſes places ſervirent de texte. Le roi, 
depuis ſon retour de Mons, continuoit de travailler 
ayec lui; mais c'étoit avec un froid, une hu- 
meur qui annongoit une diſgrace prochaine, Voici 
le portrait que la plupart des hiſtoriens font de ce 
miniſtre. Ne avec de grands talens, qui avoient prin- 
cipalement la guerre pour objet, il retablit l'ordre et 
la diſcipline dans les arm&es, comme avoit fait Col- 
bert dans les finances. Mieux inform ſouvent que 
le general lui-meme ; auſſi attentif 3 rẽcompenſer 
qu'a punir; Econome et prodigue ſuivant les circon- 
flances; prẽvoyant tout, et ne negligeant rien; joi- 
gnant aux vues profondes et Etend ues la ſcience des dẽ- 
tails; profond&ment ſecret ;. formant des entrepriſes 
qui tenoient du prodige par leur execution ſubite, et 
dont le ſuccès n'ẽtoit jamais incertain, malgré la 
foule des combinaiſons . qui devoient y con- 
| courir; 
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concur, —ſuch was Louvyois, But it might have been 
wiſhed that he had not carried his zcal for his maſter's 
glory ſo far, and that being contented with having 
preſented the king to Europe as an object of reſpeR, he 
= would not have rendered him an object of terror. 
King William, although he was often defeated, 
knew admirably well how to repair his lofles, and re- 
took Namur, in 1695, within fight of a French army of 
_ eighty thouſand men, without their being able to lend 
any aſſiſtance to the place. The Engliſh fleet bom- 
barded Dieppe, Le Havre, St, Malo, Calais and 
Punkirk, The courage of the French army dimi- 
niſhed; recruits became difficult; and from the days 
of Colbert, the finances had been greatly reduced, 
Yet the commodore Pointis took Carthagena in 
America, where Spain loſt near twenty millions ; and 
Puguay-Trouin, the moſt celebrated privateer, was 
ruining the maritime commerce of the enemies. 
The ſcourge of war was felt by the whole world, 
and peace ſeemed much defired by the French mo- 
narch. They began by detaching from the League 
the duke of Savoy, a prince more zealous for his own 
intereſts, than ſcrupulous obſerver of his engagements. 
The taking of Barcelona, by Vendöme, haſtened the 
ſucceſs of the negociations,/which were made at Ryſ- 
wick, with the other confederates, The king ſhewed a 
moderation of which Eyrope did not believe him capa- 
ble. He ſacrificed the conqueſts which he had made 
both on Spain and the Emperor; William was ac- 
| knowledged for the lawful king of England, and James 
II, abandoned. 
The peace of Ryſwick was rather the occaſion of 


great Gleontens than of j joy, in France, where it ap- 
peared 
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courir tel toit Louvois. Mais il edt été à ſouhaiter 
qu'il neut pas porte trop loin le zele pour la gloire de 
ſon maitre, et que ſe contentant de voir le roi l objet 
du reſpect de ! Europe, il n 'Eut Pas voulu encore qu'il 
en devint la terreur. 5 
Loe roi Guillaume, Cm 3 mais qui ſavoit 
ditions reparer ſes pertes, reprit Namur, en 
1695, à la vue d'une armee:;Frangoiſe de quatre-vingt- 
mille hommes, qui ne put donner a cette place aucun 
ſecours. Les flottes Angloiſes bombarderent Dieppe, 
le Havre, S. Malo, Calais et Dunkerque. La con- 
fiance diminuoit parmi les troupes, les recrues deve- 
ndient difficiles, les finances s' puiſoient de jour en 
jour depuis la mort de Colbert. On ne devoit plus 
s' attendre aux anciennes proſperites. _ Cependant le 
chef · d'eſcadre, Pointis, prit Carthagene, en Amerique, 
on PEſpagne perdit environ vingt millions; et Du- 
guay-Trouin, le plus celebre des armateurs, ruinoit 
le commerce maritime des ennemis. 5 
Le fleau de la guerre fe faiſoit ſentir a tout le 
mond et le roi de France defira enfin la paix. On 
_commenga Par detacher de la Ligue le duc de Sa- 
voie, prince plus zele- pour ſes interets, que ſcrupu- 
- leux ſar ſes engagemens. - La priſe de Barcelone, par 
le duc de Vendome, häta le ſucces des negociations, 
qui ſe faiſoient à Riſwick avec les autres confederes. 
Louis montra une moderation dont l'Europe ne. le 
ns pas capable. II ſacrifia les conquetes qu'il 
avoit faites ſur Eſpagne et ſur I'Empereur ; Guil- 
a ate fut reconnu pour roi ae e "> 
et Jacques II, abandonne. | 
Ia paix de Riſwick cauſa en Fr rance ok . 
ide que de eee gf fe. ee 11 
"ITESG 5 parut 
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peared ſhameful that the king, who was accuſtomed ts 
give laws to nations, ſhould yield ſo many advantages 
to his enemies, e the ſuperiority of his 
arms. 

However, it may by 8 by the ſtate of the French 
finances, what neceſſity there was for peace. The five 
firſt campaigns had abſorbed more than two hundred 
millions extraordinary. It was dangerous to augment 
the taxes. Yet after borrowing money, creating of- 
fices, and other ſimilar operations of finance, they 
eſtabliſhed a poll-tax in 1695. This tax, before un- 
known, produced only twenty-one millions. The great 
armies of Lewis XIV, his buildings, and his magnifi- 
cence, became a burden capable of cruſhing his king- 
dom to pieces. 

All Europe now enjoyed a profound peace; but this 
ſtate of happineſs, as if it were unnatural to mankind, 
was of a very ſhort duration. The north was very 
ſoon overrun by a bloody war. To this, ambition 
ünſtigated the young king of Sweden, Charles XII, 
who was a hero and a general, at the age of ſixteen. 
The other powers who had laid down arms, ſoon re- 
ſumed them againſt Lewis XIV, on 0 ſubje& of the 
ſucceſſion to Spain. 

Charles II, king of Spain, being . ine, his 
neareſt heirs were the Dauphin, ſon of Lewis XIV, 
and Joſeph king of the Romans, ſon of the emperor 
Leopold; but Maria-Thereſa of Auſtria, mother to 
the Dauphin, was older than the mother of Joſeph. 
Europe equally feared: the reunion of Spain either to 
the crown of France, or to the German branch called 
*Auftrian. King William propoſed to ſhare the ſucceſ- 


"007 as a proper means to maintain the equilibrium, of 
| | 2125 
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parut honteux que le roi, accoutumé à faire la loi 
aux nations, eut cede tant d'avantages a ſes enne- 
mis, nulgre la ſuperiorite:de ſes armes. | 


On peut neanmoins juget par l'état des Etats 
du beſoin que la France avoit de la paix. Les cing 
premieres campagnes avoient abſorbẽ plus de deux 
cens millions d'extraordinaire. II Etoit dangereux 

d' augmenter les taxes; cependant apres des emprunts, 
des creations d'offices, et autres pareilles operations 
de finance, on fut oblige, en 169 5, d'établir la capita» | 
tion. Cet impor, auparavant inconnu, ne produiſit 
que vingt-et- un millions. Les grandes armées de 
Louis XIV, ſes bitimens, fa magnificence, deyenoient 
un fardeau capable d' craſer le royaume. | 


| Toute PEurope jouiſſoit alors d'une paix profonde ; : 
mais cet ctat de bonheur, comme s il n'etoit pas na- 
turel au genre humain, fut d' une tres-courte duree, 
Le nord fut bient6t deſole par une guerre ſanglante, 
que ambition ſuſcita au jeune roi de Suede, Charles 
XII. heros et general des Vage de ſeize ans. Les 
autres puiſſances qui venoient de quitter les armes, 
les reprirent preſque auſſitöt contre Louis XIV, au 
| ſujet de la ſucceſſion d'Eſpagne, 


Charles II, roi d'Eſpagne, n ayant point de poſttite, 
fan plus proches heritiers étojent le Dauphin, fils de 
Louis XLV, et Joſeph, roi des Romains, fils de Vem- 
pereur Leopold; mais Marie-Thereſe d' Autriche, | 
mere du premier, Etoit I'ainee de. la mere de Joſeph. 
On craignoit également en Europe, la reunion de 
Espagne. ſoit à la couronne de France, ſoit aux 
Etats de la branche Allemande d' Autriche. Le roi 
Guillaume propoſa de partager la ſucceſſion, comme 
ctant 


which Holland and England were fo jealous, The 
king of Spain, diſpleaſed with having his domi- 
nions diſpoſed of before his death, made a will in fa« 
vour of the young prince of Bavaria, a child eight 
years old, declaring him his ſole heir. This child 
dying, a new treaty of partition was concerted in 1700, 
Some grandees of Spain perſuaded the king, whoſe 
death was faſt approaching, that, in order to avoid 
the diſmembering of the monarchy, he ought to give 
it to a grandſon of the king of France, more capa- 
ble of defending it than a diſtant prince, who would 
find in his road an infinite number of obſtacles, In 

vain they would oppoſe the renunciation of Maria 
Thereſa ; the object of it was fulfilled when meaſures 
were taken, in order to prevent the union of the two 
crowns upon the ſame head; Spain was to be the ſhare 
of the younger branch, and not to paſs to the elder. 
Theſe reaſons were plauſible. Charles, through the 
delicacy of his conſcience, conſulted the divines, and 
_ aſked the advice of the pope. The divines were of 
the ſame opinion with the grandees. Pope Innocent 
XII, replied, © That the laws of Spain and the good 
« of Chriſtendom required, that he ſhould prefer the 
4% houſe of France.” He no longer doubted of choo- 

| fing for his heir the duke of Anjou, the ſecond fon 
of the Dauphin; declaring, that in default of the 
younger branch of France, the ſucceſſion ſhould re- 
torn to the Archduke, in ſuch a manner, that Spain 
and the Empire ſhould never be united. This laſt will 
of Charles II was ſo ſecret, that after his death, the 
ambaſſador of Vienna looked upon it as ſtill favour- 
able to the archduke. But what was his ſurpriſe, as 
well as that ofall Europe, when they faw a French 
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Etant le moyen le plus propre a6 coHHvEt Pequit | 
libre, dont PAngleterre ' et la Holfande Etoient ſi Fat 
louſes, Le roi d'Eſpagne mecontent de ce qu on 
diſpoloit 'de fon bien avant ſa mort, fit un "refta- 
ment en faveur du jeune prince de Bavière, enfant 
de huit ans, qu'il declara ſon ſeul héritier. Cet en! 
fänt Etant mort, il ſe fit en 1700, un nouveau traité 
de partage. Quelques grands d' Eſpagne 'perſuadrent 
4 leur mattre moribond, que pour éviter Ie dément- 
brement de la monarchie, il falloit la donner à un 
petit-fils du roi de France, plus capable de la defendre 
qu'un prince eloigné, qui trouveroit ſur ſa route tne 
infinité d'obſtacles. En vain Yon oppoſeroit la TE 

nonciation de Marie-Thérèſe: Fobjet en étoit romp, 
des qu'on prenoit des meſures pour empecher 13 
reunion des deux couronnes ſur la meme téte; 
VEſpagite ſeroit le partage des cadets, et ne pourroit 
paſſer” aux alnés. Ces raiſons étoient plaufibles, 
Charles, par deélicateſſe de conſcience, fit conſultet 
des thkologiens, et demanda Vavis du pape. Les 
thẽologiens penserent comme les grands; le pape Ins 
nocent XII repondit t que les lois d'Eſpagne et le bien 
de la Chretiente exigeoient qu'il préfetat la maiſon 
de France. Il ne balanga plus à choifir pour 'hE- 
ritier le duc d' Anjou, ſecond fils dy. Dauphin 
declarant qu'au défaut des pufnés de France, IA 
ſucceſſion retourneroit 4 l' Archiduc; de maniere que 
Empire et FEſpagne ne puſſent jamais Etre rẽunis. 
Ces dernitres diſpoſitions de Charles II furent fi 
ſecrètes, qu'après fa mort I“ ambaſſadeur de Vienne 
les croyoit encore favorables à PArchiduc.” Mais 
quelle fut wy gn reg et celle a Fr entisre, 
e r 11.2909 Torre 
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prince heir to this vaſt monarchy, which, for above 
two hundred years had been at perpetual. war with 
France! - 
Lewis XIV was looked upon as the author 470 a mill 
in which he had taken no part, and which he could not 
expect. It was deliberated in council, whether they 
ſhould accept of it, or ſtick to the firſt treaty of par- 
tition. Some preferred the latter to avoid a dan- 
gerous war. The king accepted the Teſtament. 
„Which ever fide I take,” ſaid he, I know I ſhall 
t be blamed.” But he relied on his ſirength, and was 
determined to ſupport the glory of his houſe. The 
duke of Anjou was declared king of Spain, by 
the name of Philip V. The king ſaid * him at his 
departure: The Pyrences are no more.“ — A fine ex- 
preſſion to explain the future union of the two peo- 
ple. At firſt England and Holland ſeemed to acknow- 
ledge Philip V; and the duke of Savoy, whoſe daugh- 
ter he was to marry, ſhewed himſelf zealous. for his 
intereſt. Theſe three N were ſoon in arms at 
him. : 
Lewis, far from endeavouring to keep terms with the 
Engliſh in theſe very critical circumſtances, irritated 
them by a Piece of generoſity, which they looked on as 
an outrage. James II being dead, in 1701, he gave 
. his ſon, the prince of Wales, the title of king of 
England, contrary to the unanimous advice of his 
council, to which he had ſabſcribed himſelf, The 
tears of the widow of the deceaſed, joined to the in- 
treaties of madame de Maintenon, made him ſuddenly 
change his defign, and he acknowledged James III, 
the ſame day that he had promiſed not to do it. 


Two women overcame the decifion of the council, 
| becauſe 
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jotſqu'on vit un prines Prangois héritier de cette 
Monarchie, qui depuis 200 ans n en e avec 
la France! 55 
Louis XIV fut regardé comme P'auteur Fino "ry : 
tament auquel il n'avoit eu aucune part, et qu'il 
n'avoit pas meme efptre. On delibera au conſeil 
sil falloit Paccepter, ou gen tenir au dernier trait 
de partage.  Quelques-uns preferojent le dernier par- 
ti, pour Eviter une guerre dangereuſe. Le roi ac- 
. th ls Teſtament. Quelque parti que je prenne,” 
dit-!1, „je ſais bien que je ferai blame,” Mais il 
comptoit ſur ſes forces, et vouloit ſoutenir la gloire 
de ſa maiſon. Le duc d' Anjou fut declars rok 
d'Eſpagne, ſous le nom de Philippe V. Le roi lui 
dit à ſon depart: © Il n'y a plus de Pyrenees; 
belle parole pour exprimer l' union future des deux 
peuples. D'abord PAngleterre et la Hollande patu- 
rent reconnoitre Philippe V; le duc de Savoie, dont 
Il alloit ẽpouſer la fille, ſe montra zele pour ſes in- 
teététs. Ces trois eee s' armèrent een oon 
tre lui. 
Loin de menager les Anglois dans des conjonce 
tutes fi critiques, Louis les irrita par un trait de 
_ FEneroſire qui leur parut un outrage. Jacques II 
Etant mort, en 1701, il donna au prince de Galles, 
ſon fils, le titre de roi d'Angleterre, contre Pavis 
unanime du conſeil, auquel il avoit ſouſcrit lui- 
meme, Les larmes de la veuve, appuytes des in- 
ſtances de madame de Maintenon, le firent changer 
ſubitement de. deſſein, et il reconnut Jacques III. 
le jour meme qu'il Etoit convenu de ne le pas faire. 
Deux femmes Vemporterent ſur les raiſohs du con- 
al parce que leurs defirs 8accordoienit avec le pen- 
| os, 2 chant 
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becauſe. their defires were ſuitable to the inclina- 
tions of the kingdom, which were bent on glorious 
enterpriſes. This, added to the aggrandifi ing of the 
Bourbons, was a terrible ſtroke to England and 
Holland, who. were not flow. in uniting themſelves. 
with the Emperor. William, though in a lan- 
guiſhing and infirm ſtate of health, ſet this league 
in motion, but died in the midſt of his Preparations ; 
a dangerous enemy, whoſe genius and policy in re- 
ſources were inexhauſtible. The princeſs Anne, his 
ſiſter· in · lw, daughter of James II, and wife of the 
prince of Denmark, ſucceeded him. She at firſt fol- | 
lowed all his ſteps, becauſe they were conformable to 
the views of the nation. From all parts a terrible 
| ſtorm ſeemed to threaten France. 
£4 BE Emperor's general, who began the war in 
Italy, was prince Eugene of Savoy, born in France, 
ſon of that counteſs de Soiſſons, whom we have ſeen 
hold the court during the life of cardinal Mazarine, 
her uncle. He was known in his youth by the 
name of the abbé de Savoy, and at that time ſo much 
misjudged, that when he quitted the kingdom in 
1684, Lewis XIV ſeemed to deſpiſe him, and the 
courtiers fpoke of him as a madman, incapable of do- 
ing any thing. Never were prejudices more unjuſt, 
Nor proved ſo falſe by actions. Prince Eugene, with 
all the qualities of a great man, could not fail of one 
day making thoſe repent, who had done him ſo 
much injuſtice. The marſhal de Catinat, an adverſary 
. worthy of him, but obliged to yield to ſuperior orders, 
| which prevented bim from exerting his genius, made 
an unfortunate.campaign, always flying before Eugene, 


and loſing a great Slentz, . land. The marſhal de Vil- 
| leroy, 
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chant du roi pour les entrepriſes glorieuſes. Cette 
deémarche, ajoutée à Vagrandifſement des Bourbons, 
fut un coup terrible pour PAngleterre et la Hol- 
lande, qui ne tardèrent pas à s'unir avec PEmpe- 
reur. Guillaume, quoiqu' infirme et languiſſant, im- 
| primoit le mouvement à cette ligue ; mais il mou- 
rut au milieu des preparatifs ;—ennem! dangereux, 


dont le genie et la politique profonde &toient iné- 


puiſables en reſſources. La princeſſe Anne, ſa belle 


ſœur, ſeconde fille de Jacques II, et femme du prince 


de Dannemarck, lui ſuccẽda. Elle ſuivit d'abord toutes 
ſes vues, parce qu'elles Eroient conformes au vœu 
de la nation. De toutes parts un orage wal ſe 
formoit contre la France, 

I. Empereur commenga la guerre en Italie. II 
avoit pour general le prince Eugene de Savoie, ne en 
F rance, fils de cette comteſſe de Soiſſons, que Fon 
2 vue. tenir la cour du vivant de ſon oncle le car- 


dinal Mazarin, connu dans ſa jeuneſſe ſous le nom 


de Vabbe de Savoie, mais fi mal connu alors, que, 
| quand il quitta le royaume, en 1684, Louis XIV. 
parut le mepriſer, et que les courtiſans parlèrent de 


lui comme d'une téte derangee, incapable de rien. 
Jamais prevention ne fut plus injuſte, ni mieux dé- 


mentie par les faits. Le prince Eugene, avec des 
talens ſuperieurs, ne pouvoit manquer de faire re- 
pentir un jour ceux qui ne lui avoient pas rendu 
juſtice. Le maréchal de Catinat, adverſaire digne 
de lui, mais gene par des ordres de la cour qui 
donnoient des entraves à ſon genie, fit une cam- 
pagne malheureuſe, recyla toujours devant Eugene, 
et PO une grande Etendue de pays. Le maré- 
1 Gg3 chal 


* 


227 LEWIS XIV. Our XXXIV. 


leroy, a favourite of Lewis XIV, full of courage and 
confidence, but who was rather a great lord than a 
great captain, flattered himſelf with being able to re- 
pair this misfortune. He was appointed commander 
of the army; but was defeated Pu: his own im- 
prudence. 
The following year, 90 prinee . ee 
the troops into Cremoni, by a common: ſewer, and 
would have taken it, if a French regiment, which was 
preparing to paſs in review, had not very early put 
itſelf under arms. Its reſiſtance gave time to the 
garriſon to recover itſelf, and the enemies at laſt 
were driven out, after an obſtinate combat. The 
duke de Vendoſme was ſent to ſupply Villeroy, who 
had been taken priſoner in the beginning of the en- 
gagement. This great-grandſon of Henry IV, was 
- adored: by the ſoldiers, and in time of action his ge- 
nis, excited by peril, diſcloſed itſelf in an aſtoniſhing 
manner. Prince Eugene was the only ſoldier who 
eould make head againſt him. They fought the battle 
of Luzara, where the French and the Imperialiſts at- 
tributed the advantage equally to themſelves - 
The war in the Low Countries was ſtill more un- 
ſucceſsſul than that in Italy. The famous duke of 
Marlborough commanded the Engliſh and Dutch 
troops. His ſublime talents, both in command and 
- In. negociations, made him ſo much the more to be 
feared, as Queen Anne, the Engliſh parliament, and the 
States-geneial of Holland, all entered into his views. 
- He had the advantage of eee over the duke 
of Burgundy, whom the marſhal de Boufflers, one of 
the e foldiers of F a e in the er 
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chal de Villeroi, favori de Louis XIV, plein de 
courage et de confiance, mais qui avoit le merite 
d'un grand ſeigneur plutot que celui d'un grand 
capitaine, ſe flatta de réparer ce malheur. On lui 
donna le commandement de Parmee; mais il ſe fit 
battre par ſon imprudence. Eq 
L'année ſulvante, 1702, le prince Sanne intro- 
duiſit des troupes dans Cremone par un ęégout, et 
Pauroit priſe, ſi un régiment Frangois, qui devoit 
paſſer en revue, ne ſe füt pas mis de grand matin 
ſous les armes. Sa reéſiſtance donna a la garniſon le 
temps de ſe-reconnoitre, et les ennemis furent chaſſes 
après un combat opiniatre. Neanmoins ils emmene- 
+ rent priſonnier Villeroi, qui Etoit tombe entre leurs 
mains au commencement de Pattaque ; Von nomma le 
duc de Vendome pour le remplacer. Cet arriere- 
petit- fils de Henri IV, étoit adore des ſoldats, et 
dans les jours d' action, ſon genie, excite par le 
petil, faiſoit des miracles. Le prince Eugene pou- 
voit ſeul lui tenir tete. IIs livrerent la bataille de 
Luzara, où les Frangois et les gebe b e $ b | 
rent également Pavantage, | 
La guerre ſe faiſoit dans les Pays4bns,* moins heu- 
eee encore qu'en Italie. Le fameux duc de 
Marlborougi commandoit les troupes combinges 
d' Angleterre et de Hollande. Ses talens ſublimes, 
ſoit pour le commandement, ſoit pour les n&gocia- 
tions, le rendoient d'autant plus à craindre, que la 
reine Anne, le parlement d' Angleterre et les Etats 
dle Hollande entroient dans ſes vues. II eut Vavan= 
tage de la campagne ſur le due de Bourgogne, 
que le maréchal de Boufflers, Yun des plus grands 
hommes de France, dirigeoit dans * carrière des 
2 | | 
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In, Germany, Villars performed exploits which/merit- 


ed him the ſtaff of marſhal. He gained a victory at Fri- 


dlingen, and another, in 1903, in the plain of Hochſtet. 


The marſhal de Tallard was alſo victorious near Spire. 


The French had it in their power to march to Vienna, 
and the Emperor trembled for his capital. Unhappily / 
Villars was recalled, and ſent to diſplay againſt the 


Camiſars, or. Highlanders of the Cevennes, talents 
which might have been employed with more utility 
againſt the enemies. Marlborough and Eugene fled to 

the aſſiſtance of the Emperor. They met the French 
and Bavarian army in theſe very ſame fields of Hoch- 
ſtet, where the preceding year Villars had been vic- 


torious, gave them battle and defeated them. Out of ſixty 


thouſand men, ſcarcely twenty thouſand could be muſ- 


tered. It is related, that after the battle, Marlborough 
haying recollected, among the wounded, a French 
ſoldier, of whom he had taken notice during the ac- 
tion, ſaid to him: If your maſter had many ſol- 
« diers like you, he would be invincible.“ It is 
40 not,“ replied the priſoner, .* of ſoldiers oro: me he 
T ſtands in need; it is of generals like you. A body 
of twelve thoyſand men, and of the beſt troops in 


France, which had been forgotten in the village 8710 
| Blenheim, was obliged to nme combat. 


£2 
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This battle of Haenden, or ee e as it is cal- 


led by the Engliſh, was the loſs of near one hundred 
leagues of country. The victors poured into Bavaria, 
and penetrated i into Alſace. France was in the utmoſt. i 
cConſternation; the remembrance. of former proſpe- 
| FEY Rn, this Sor, the more vexatious. 1853 
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En Allemagar, Villars eut des ſucces qui lui va 
lurent le baton de marechal. Il remporta une vic- 
toire à Fridlingen, et une autre en 1703, dans les 
plaines de Hochſtet. Le maréchal de Tallard kot 
auſſi vainqueur pres de Spire. On pouvoit aller juſqu'a 
Vienne, et l' Empereur trembloit pour fa capitale. 
Malheureuſement Villars fut rappelé, et on l'envoya 
deployer contre les Camiſars, ou 'mdntagnards des 
Cevennes, des talens qu'on eũt employés plus utile- - 
ment contre les ennemis. Marlborough et Eugene 1 55 
volèrent au ſecours de VEmpereur. | Ns rencomtre- 
rent Parmee Frangoiſe et Bavaroiſe dans ces memes” 
plaines de Hochſtet, ou Vannee prcẽdenſe Villars 
ayoit été vainqueur. Us lui livrèrent batajlle, et la 
defirent entièrement. A peine de ſoixante-mille 
hommes en raſſembla- t-on vingt mille. On raconte 
qu/apres la bataille, Marlborough ayant reconn t, parmi 
les bleſſés, un ſoldat Frangois' qu'il avoit remarqus 
dans l'action, lui-dit: Si ton maftre avoit beau- 

&+ coup de ſoldats comme toi, il ſeroit / invincible,” 
Ce ne font pas,” répondit le priſonnier, * les - 
5 ſoldats comme moi, qui lui manquent; ce ſont 
« les generaux- comme vous. Un corps 264 douze 
mille hommes des meilleures troupes de France, | 
qu'on avoit oublic dans le village de CY fut 
réduit a ſe rendre ſans combat. 12 5 


Cette bataille de Hochſtet, ou de Blenheim, comme 
les Anglois Pappellent, fit perdre environ cent lieues 
de pays. Les vainqueurs inonderent la Bavière, et 
penẽtrèrent juſque dans PAlface. a La France Etoit., 
conſternée; le ſouvenir des anciennes profperites.;.. 
jendoit Plus by, le ſentiment de ce deſaſtre. - 


vj x 
3353 8 A 
* 5 7 5 $1 


* 


229 LEWIS XIV. cb. XXXIVv. 


If generals were placed through favour, miniſters were 
equally ſo. Chamillart, the moſt honeſt man at court, 
but perhaps alſo the moſt incapable, except to play with 

Lewis at billiards, had become, through the credit of 
madame de Maintenon, miniſterof war and the ſinances. 
He ſhould have poſſeſſed the genius of Colbert and 
Louvois to have ſupported the honour of the nation. 
After the death of theſe two miniſters, the cords of 


. government relaxed by degrees; the finances failed; 


diſcipline languiſhed ; every thing foreboded a decline, 
One misfortune drew B on it mer ee 
tunes more fatal. : 
This fame year, 1704, the Eneliſh, ho bad two 


years hefore deſtroyed a ſtrong ſquadron of Lewis > 


XIV's, took Gibraltar, which was looked upon as an 
impregnable place, and by that means opened the 
communication of the two ſeas, ' The efforts which 
were made uſe of to retake this place anſwered no 
other end but to ruin the French navy. Barcelona 
was taken in the ſame manner as Gibraltar, m_ 
by a fortunate ſtroke than by ſtrength of arms. 
The great ſucceſs of the French forces in Italy, 
were a little comfort for theſe loſſes. Vendoſme re- 
pulſed prince Eugene at Caſſano, and gained, in his 
abſence, the battle of Caſſinato. The duke of Savoy 
was almoſt entirely ruined, and his capital was on the 
point of being taken, when the battle of Ramillies, in 
1706, changed the face of affairs. The marſhal de 
Villeroy, priſoner at Cremoni, had been releaſed. 
Always depending on the friendſhip of Lewis, and 
too confident of not committing faults, he commanded 
in Flanders an atmy of eighty thouſand men. Marl- 
borough offered him battle. He accepted it againſt 
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Si la faveur plagoit les generaux, il en<toit de mEme 
des miniſtres.  Chamillart, le plus honnete homme de 
la cour, mais peut-etre auſſi le plus incapable, ex- 
cepté de faire la partie de Louis XIV au billard, étoit 


devenu, par le erédit de madame de Maintenon, 


miniſtre de la guerre et des finances, Il auroit eu 
beſoin du genie de Louvois et de Colbert pour ſou- 
tenir l' honneur de la nation. Depuis la mort de ces 


deux miniſtres, les reſſorts du gouvernement 8'<toient 
| velaches peu à peu; les finances manquoient, la dif. 


cipline languiſſoit; tout preſageoit la decadence. 
Un premier revers en attira bientot de plus fu- 


Cette mEme- annee, 1704, les Anglois, qui deux 


ans auparavant avoient dẽtruit une forte eſcadre de 


Louis XIV, s'emparèrent de Gibraltar, qu'on re- 


gardoit comme imprenable, et s'ouvrirent ainſi la 
communication des deux mers. Les efforts qu'on 
xtenta pour reprendre cette place ne ſervirent qu'a 
+Fuiner la marine Frangoiſe. Barcelonne fut priſe 


n Gibraltar, autant par un coup me fortune +. 2h | 


la force des armes. 
De brillans ſucces en Italie „ un deu de 
| ces pertes. Vendome repouſſa le prince Eugene a 
Caſſano, et gagna en ſon abſence la bataille de Caſ- 
-finato. Le duc de Savoie ẽtoit preſqu'entièrement 
deépouillé, et l'on alloit prendre ſa capitale, lorſque 
la journée de Ramillies, en 1706, changea la face des 
affaires. Le maréchal de Villeroi, fait priſon- 
nier a Cremone, avoit été relache. Toujours ſar de 
Famitic de Louis XIV, et trop confiant pour ne pas 
faire de fautes, il commandoit en Flandre une armee 

en prelſente 
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the advice of the general officers, and obſtinately fol- 
lowed an ill-concerted plan, of which they pointed 
out the danger. In leſs than half an hour this 
great army was put to rout, All Spaniſh Flanders 
- ſubmitted to the law of the conqueror. 
In this circumſtance the duke de Vendoſme was re- 
called from Italy, as a general who could oppoſe 
Marlborough. Immediately after his departure, prince 
Eugene, who had received reinforcements, came to re- 
leaſe Turin, the ſiege of which was carried on but 
ſlowly, for want of ſkill. The preſumption of the 
duke de la Feuillade, whoſe greateſt merit was his 
being ſon-in-law to the. miniſter Chamillart, had 
cCauſed him to overlook the generous offer of the mar- 
ſhal de Vauban, to ſerve under him as a volunteer, | 
Lewis XIV, in 1706, had ſent his nephew, the duke 
of Orleans, in lieu of Vendoſme, into Italy. This 
prince, not having been able to ſtop Eugene, had 
joined the duke de la Feuillade, in the camp before 
Turin. He propoſed rather to march to the enemy, 
than to wait for their attack in lines too difficult to 
defend. The council of war agreed that this ſtep was 
both the moſt prudent and honourable. Unfortunately 
the court had decided the contrary. Prince Eugene 
and the duke of Savoy ſoon appeared befote the in- 
trenchments, which they forced. The French army, 
compoſed of ſixty thouſand men, was diſperſed; two 
hundred and fifty- five pieces of ordnance, a hundred 
and eight mortars, with an immenſe quantity of balls, 
bombs, ſhells, and gun- powder; the proviſions, the 
baggage, the money for the troops, every thing. re- 
mained in the hands of the enemy, who afterwards 


e upon the Milaneſe, the Piedmonteſe, the, 
5 5 Mantouan, 
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preſente. la bataille ; 11. Vaccepte contre Pavis. des 
officiers generaux; | 11 s'obſtine à ſuivre un mauvais 
plan, dont on lui montre le danger. En moins d'une 
demi-heure, cette grande armèe eſt miſe en deroute, 
Toute la Flandre Eſpagnole ſubit la loi du vainqueur. 

Pans cette circonſtance le duc de Vendome eſt 
rappel6 d'ltalie, comme un general digne d'&tre op- 
poſe a Marlborough. Auſſitôt ſon depart, le prince 
Eugene, qui ayoit recu des renforts, vint au ſecours 
de Turin, dont le ſiege alloit fort lentement, parce 
qu on s'y prenoit mal. La préſomption du duc de 
la Feuillade, qui n'avoit gueres d'autre mérite que 
d'etre gendre du miniſtre Chamillart, lui avoit fait 
dedaigner Foffre genereuſe du martchal de Vauban, 
de ſervir ſous lui comme volontaire. 

Louis XIV, en 2706, avoit envoys le duc Or- 
leans, ſon neveu, pour remplacer Vendome en Italie. 
Ce prince n'ayant pu arreter Eugene, ſe joignit au 
due de la Feuillade devant Turin. II propoſa de 
marcher 3 à l'ennemi, plutot que de ſe laiſſer attaquer 
dans des lignes trop difficiles a defendre. Le conſeil 
de guerre convint que c'ẽtoit le parti le plus prudent 
comme le plus honorable. Malheureuſement la cour 
avoit decide le contraire, Bientot le prince Eugene 
et le duc de Savoie forcent les retranchemens ; ſoi- 
xante-mille F rangois ſont diſperſcs; deux-cent=cin- 
quantet cing pieces de canon, cent huit mortiers, 
une quantité profigieuſe de poudre, de bombes - et 
de boulets, les proviſions, le bagage, la caiſſe 

militaire, tout reſte au pouvoir de Vennemi, qui 
| 5 "empare. enſuite du Milanès, du Piedmont, du Man- 
touan, et du royaume de Naples. Sous Barcelone, les 
Frangois venoient tout recemment de laiſſer cent · ſix 

Pieces 
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Mantouan and the kingdom of Naples. Under the 
walls of Barcelona the French had juſt left one hundred 
and fix pieces of ordnance in braſs, forty-ſeven mortars, 
and a prodigious quantity of artillery ſtores. It may 
be judged from theſe inftances, how expenſive were 
the wars carried on by Lewis XIV. At his example 
the other powers covered Europe with ſtupendous 
fortreſſes, innumerable armies, largely ſupplied with 
proviſions, which exhauſted their dominions; 'ſo that 
it ſeemed nations were ſtill more buſy in ruining, 
than in deſtroying each other; hence has been ſaid very 
Judiciouſly,—that after ſome years war, the vanquiſhers 
are almoſt as unfortunate as the vanquiſhed. 

In Spain, Philip V, eagerly prefled by the Archduke 
and the Engliſh, could not retake either Barcelona or 
Gibraltar. He was obliged to quit his kingdom, and 
to go round the Pyrenees in order to re-enter it, The 
Archduke had been proclaimed king even in Madrid; 

but the fidelity of the Caſtilians was unſhakeable, The 
more obſtinacy there was ſhewn to give them a king 
againſt their own minds, the more they endeavoured 
to ſupport the prince they had wiſhed for. The 
marſhal of Berwick re-eſtabliſhed the affairs of Philip 
V, by gaining, in 1707, the battle of Almanza on the 
frontiers of Valentia; and the duke of Orleans, who 
was ſent to command the French army, took Lerida, 
at the fiege of which, formerly, the ou 0 8 88 miſ- 
carried. 
Till then France, weakened by ſo many. Les, 
had not yet been entered. At laſt Eugene broke in 
upon it, but only to fail at the ſiege of Toulon. 

Lewis XIV, amidſt bis misfortunes, ſtill preferved 
the ſame fierceneſs of character. Though attacked on 

every 
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pieces, de canon de fonte, quarante- ſept mortiers, . et 


une quantité prodigieuſe de munitions. dartillerie, 
Oa peut juger par la combien les guerres de Louis 
XIV Etoient diſpendieuſes. A ſon exemple les autres 


puiſſances de l'Europe heriſserent la terre de forte- 


reſſes impoſantes, et la couvrirent d'armées innom- 
brables, abondamment pourvues de proviſions qui ẽpui- 


ſoient | leurs. domaines; de ſorte qu'il ſembioit que 
les nations travailloĩent encore plus a ſe ruirer qu'a 


ſe. détruire; ce qui a fait dire fort judicieuſement, 
gqu'après quelques années de guerre les vainqueurs 
fant preſque auſſi malheureux que les vaincus. 


En Espagne, Philippe V, vivement preſſe par. PAr- 
chiduc et les Anglois, ne put reprendre ni Barce- 
| lonne ni Gibraltar. Il fut contraint de ſortir de ſon 
royaume, et de faire le tour des Pyrénées pour 7 
rentrer par Pampelune. L'Archiduc avoit ẽtẽ pro- 
clamé roi dans Madrid meme ; mais la fidelite des 
Caſtillans Etoit inébranlable. Plus on s'obſtinoit I 
leur donner un roi malgre eux, plus ils s efforcèrent 
de ſoutenir celui qu'ils avoient ſouhaite. Le ma- 


rec hal de Berwick retablit les affaires de Philippe V, 


en gagnant, en 170%, la bataille d'Almanza fur la 
frontière de Valence; et le duc d' Orléans, envoyẽ 


| pour commander Parmee Frangoiſe, prit Lerida, qui 


avoit autrefois été Técueil du grand Conde, 


juſqu' alors la France, affoiblie par tant de revers, 


n'etoit pas encore entamẽe. Eugène y penetra enfin; 
mais ce fut pour echouer au ſiege de Toulon. 


Louis XIV, au milieu de ſes malheurs, conſervoit 
toujours la meme fiertè de caractère. Quoique at- 
taquẽ 


* 
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every ſide, yet he did in behalf of James II's ſon, what 
he had attempted for the father; he undertobk to re- 
jinſtate lim upon the throne. But his efforts were 
uſeleſs; the Engliſh prevented his deſigns. A deſeent 
in Scotland, which was in contemplation, did not take 
place; and all that F ne ne, gel — _ "the 
Trench Heer”. ies 53 
On ihe continent, RAR met with other difaſters. 
The duke of Burgundy was in the Low Countries, at 
the head of near one hundred thouſand men; and 
Vendoſme commanded under him. They were looked 
on as the laſt reſource of the ſtate. Acting in concert, 
with ſuperior forces, they might have effaced the ſhame 
of former defcats; but the miſunderſtanding | which 
_ prevailed among them, was as fatal to them, as the 
union which ſubſiſted between Marlborough and the 
prince Eugene. Vendoſme and the duke of Burgundy 
contradicted, inſtead of underſtanding esch other; 
they committed faults, of which their enemies ok 
advantage. The French army was routed near Oude- 
narde, i in 1708; Lille was beſieged ; and, in Jpite of 
the great. defence of the marſhal de Boufffers, this i im- 
3 place was taken after four months fies iege. MIO 
I be kingdom was now open to its enemies. Money 
was wanting to pay the troops, and the people faw 
themſclves ready to fall a prey to the greedy rapine of 
the financiers. Some «courageous - merchants brought 
from Peru thirty millions, half of which they lent 
to the king. This was a precious reſource; but to 
the ſcourge of war was joined that of famine. The 
ſevere winter of the year 1709, had deſtroyed the hopes 
of harveſt. Diſtreſs was extremely great in the country, 
in towns, and nn Poris. Even luxury, the laſt ſa- 
,crifice 


BS 


Cnar. XXIV. LOUIS AIV. 232 


Jaque de toutes parts, il fit encore en faveur du 
fils de Jacques II, ce qu'il avoit tenté ſans ſucces 

r le père: il entreprit de le remettre ſur le trone. 
Mais ſes efforts furent inutiles; les Anglois prẽvin- 
rent ſes deſſeins. La deſcente qu'on devoit faire en 
Ecoſſe n'eut pas lieu, et tout ce que Forbin put faire, 
ce fut de ſauver la flotte Frangoiſe. 


Sur terre on eſſuya de nouveaux deſaſtres. Le duc 
de Bourgogne Etoit dans les Pays-bas 3 la t&te d'en- 
viron cent-mille hommes, et Venddme commandoit 
ſous lui. On les regardoit comme la derniere reſ- 


ſource de Feat. En agiſſant de concert, avec des 
forces ſupẽrieures, ils pouvoient effacer la honte des 


defaites precedentes. La mefintelligence qui regnoit 
entre eux, fut auſſi funeſte que l' union entre Marl- 


borough. et Eugene. Vendôme et le duc de Bour- 


gogne fe contrarièrent au lieu de s'entendre; ils 
Hrent des fautes dont les ennemis profitèrent. L'ar- 


mee Frangoiſe fut miſe en deroute a Oudenarde en 


1708; Lille affiegee ; ; et malgre la belle defenſe du 
% 

marechal de Boufflers, cette, place importante fut 
priſe apres quatre mois de ſiẽge. 


Deja le royaume étoit ouvert aux ennemis. On 


5 manquoit d'argent pour Payer les troupes, et le peu- 


ple ſe voyoit en proie a Vavidite des traitans. 
Quelques negocians hardis apportèrent du Perou trente 
millions, dont ils preterent la moitié au roi. Ce fut 
une reſſource precieuſe; mais au flẽau de la guerre ſe 
joignit celui de la famine.” L'hiver de 1709 avoit 


deẽtruit toute eſperance de recolte. La migere fut 


_ extreme dans les campagnes, dans les villes, et juſques 
dans Paris. Le luxe mEme, le dernier ſacrifice que 
Vor. 3 | Hh | : Pon 
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erifice that is made, durſt not ſhew herſelf. Hunger 
overcomes all other ſentiments; clamours aroſe; abu- 
ſive handbills were poſted up at the corners of the 
ſtreets, and on the pedeſtals of the king's ſtatues. 
Miſery beſieged Lewis even in his palace. In that 
ſuperb drawing-room at Marly, where formerly ſtacks 
of gold were diſplayed, no other buſineſs was tranſact- 
ed, but trying bread made of barley, of oats or other 
grains, to compare them, in order to find out means 
not of affording ſubſiſtence to an exhauſted people, but 
merely of filencing their hunger. 

. Calamity humanizes the proudeſt princes : 3 the ſap- 
5 which Lewis XIV obtained from his ſubjects, 
began to make him ſenſible that a king is a man, who 
ſtands i in need of his fellow- creatures. Even he hap- 
pened one day to make uſe of the word gratitude ; 
but i it did not eſcape a malignant public, that on pro- 
nouncing it he had bluſhed and appeared confuſed, He 
was alſo engaged to an act of complaiſance, which is a 
contraſt to his uſual haughtineſs. There lived in Paris | 
a a famous banker, named Samuel Bernard, the richeſt 
man in Europe, whom the miniſter of the finances 
flattered, to obtain money from him, but who remained 
_ inflexible. This Bernard was replete with vanity. The 
miniſter invites him to come to Marly, and preſents 
him to the king, who welcomes him in a diſtinguiſhed 
manner, takes him into his gardens, ſhews him all their 
| beauties, which he explains with that graceful air that 
he knew fo well how to diſplay, when be wiſhed to 
ſhew any one a particular regard, The banker, 
on his return to the- miniſter's, cannot find ex- 
preſſions to praiſe a prince ſo great, ſo good, ſo affabte. 
He opens his purſe, and ny more than was expected. 
Loh __ Nevertheleſs, 
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Ton faſſe, n'oſoit paroĩtre. La faim ẽteint tout autre 
ſentiment; les clameurs s'eleverent ; des placards 
injurieux s'affichoient aux carrefours, aux pieds des 
ſtatues du roi. La. misere affiegeoit Louis juſque 
dans ſon palais. Ce ſuperbe ſalon de Marly, ofi 
Ton étaloit autrefois des monceaux d'or, on s'y 
occupoit alors à gouter du pain d'orge, d'avoine, et 
d'autres grenailles; à les comparer, pour ſavoir leſquels 
ẽtoient plus propres, non a nourrir, mais A tromper 
* faim d'un peuple ẽpuiſs. es 


Le malheur humaniſe les princes les plus he; les 
Fecours que Louis XIV tiroit de ſes ſujets, commencè- 
rent a lui faire ſentir qu'un roi eſt un homme, qui a 
beſoin de ſes ſemblables. II lui echappa mème une 


fois de ſe ſervir du mot de reconnoiſſance; mais le 
public malin remarqua qu'il avoit rougi, et parn « em- 


barraſſe en le pronongant. On Tamena auſſi & une 
complaiſance, qui fait contraſte avec ſa hauteur or- 
dinaire. II y avoit A Paris un fameux banquier, 
nommẽ Samuel Bernard, homme le plus riche de 
Europe, que le miniſtre des finances courtiſoit, pour 
"en obtenir de I'argent, mais qui reſtoit incbranlable. 
Ce Bernard etoit fou de vanite. On Vinvite à venir 
3 Marly; le miniſtre le preſente au roi, qui lui 
” fait un accueil diſtingué, le promene dans les jar- 
E dins, lui en montre toutes les beautes, les lui ex- 
plique avec ces graces qu'il favoit fi bien employer, 
- quand il vouloit combler les gens. Le banquier | de 
retour chez le miniſtre, ne peut trouver aſſez d'ex- 
preſſions pour louer un prince fi grand, ſi bon, 
f affable ; il ouvre fa bourſe, et Fon en tire Plus 
du ot on n'eſpEroit.. 
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© Nevertheleſs, Lewis was ſoon reduced to ſend an 
ambaſſador in Holland to fue for peace, This mo- 
"narch, ſo abſolute, who being victorious for fifty 
years, had offended. ſovercigns by his haughti- 
neſs, alarmed Europe by his conqueſts, ruined his ſub- 
jects by his pageantry; who ſo frequently had dic- 
"tated the conditions of peace, was now reduced to 


_ implore for, and could not obtain it. Preſſed on 


= 


every fide, deprived of aſhſtance ; then 1 cannot,” 

exclaimed he, in his council, ſhedding tears, 46 J 

e cannot make either peace or war.“ | 
The enemy, fluſhed with ſucceſs, treated him with 


more haughtineſs than he had ſhewn to them in the | 


time of his proſperity, They required not only the 
 ceffion of Alſace, and ſeveral cities of F landers, but 


„* 


delhrone Philip, his grand-ſon. Humanity groated | 
at this propoſal. Since I muſt be at war,” ſaid 
the king, „ had rather be ſo with my enemies than 


_* my children,” The nation, who murmured under 


an almoſt intolerable burden, was as much diſpleaſed as 


$2 


| himſelf, at the low ebb to which ill- fortune had reduced 
. him, They redoubled their efforts to ſecond him, 
Tournay was taken, and Mons threatened with a ſiege. 
Villars went into Flanders at the head of near eighty | 
_ thouſand men. Boufflers, full of that patriotic zeal, 


a which there are ſo few examples, and which is ſo 


glorious, begged, though his ſenior, to ſerve under 
him. Eugene and Marlborough gave them battle near 


5 the village of Malplaquet. A more bloody day had 


ſcarcely for a long time been known. The Dutch 


were cut in pieces; but Marlborough broke through 
- the center of —_ French army; Villars received a 


wound, 
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Néanmoins Lonis ſe vit bientot reduit a envoyer 
un ambaſſadeur en Hollande, pour demander la paix. 
Ce monarque, ſi abſolu, qui, après cinquante ans de 
victoires, avoit offenſe les ſouverains par fa hauteur, 
alarme J Europe par ſes conquetes, ruins ſes ſujets 
par ſon faſte; qui tant de fois avoit dicté les con- 
ditions de la paix, étoit reduit a Vimplorer, ſans pou- 
voir l'obtenir. Preſſẽ de toutes parts, denue de ſecours: 
Je ne puis donc, dit · il en plein conſeil, et en verſant 
des larmes, „ je ne puis faire ni la paix ni la guerre,” 

Les ennemis, enflés de leurs avantages, montre- 
rent plus de hauteur, que Louis n'en avoit eu a leur 
.Egard dans le cours de ſes proſpérités. Ils exi- 
. geoicat non- ſeulement la ceſſion de VAlſace et de plu- 
ſieuts villes de France, mais encore que Louis 
XIV ſe joignit a eux, pour detroner Philippe V, 
ſon petit - fils. L'humanite devoit fremir à cette pro- 
| poſition. „ Puisqu'il faut faire la guerre,” dit le 


roi, j'aime mieux la faire a mes ennemis qu'à 


« mes enfans.“ La nation qui murmuroit d'un far- 
deau preſque intolerable, fut indignee comme lui, de 
Pabaiſſement on il ſe trouvoit reduit par Vinfortune. 
Elle redoubla ſes efforts pour le ſeconder. Tournai 
E:oit pris, et Mons menace d'un fiege. Villars paſſa 
en Flandre à la te&te d'environ quatre-vingt mille 
hommes. Boufflers, plein de ce zele patriotique 
dont les exemples font fi rares et ſi glorieux, avoit 
demands, quoique ſon ancien, à ſervir ſous lui. 
Eugéène et Marlborough leur livrerent bataille pres 


du village de Malplaquet. Depuis long- temps nulle 
journce n'avoit été Plus meurtrière. Les Hollandois 


furent tailles en pieces; mais Marlborough enfonce 


le centre de Varmee Frangoiſe; Villars regoit une 
| H h 3 bdleſ- 
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wound, and the battle was loſt. They reckoned near 
thirty thouſand dead or wounded, among, whom were 

eight or nine thouſand Frenchmen. This day, how- 
ever, was glorious to France, by the courage of the 
troops, who had been a whole day without bread, and, 
e er for the fight, threw away part of that which they 


had juſt received. The ſkill of Boufflers was alſo 


admired ; he retreated in ſuch good order, that he left 
neither cannon nor priſoners behind. The enemy ſoon 


became maſter of Mons. 


The poverty of the ſtate, and the miſery of the people 
daily increaſing, Lewis was under the cruel neceſſity of 
bumbling himſelf afreſh before his victors. He de- 
manded peace with a kind of ſubmiſſion, offering to 
acknowledge the Archduke as king of Spain, and him- 


| elf to give money for dethroning his grandſon. The 


enemy ſeized ſeveral places, during the negociation ; ; 
their inhumanity encreaſed with their fortune. They 
infiſted that he alone ſhould drive Philip from Spain. 
The emperor Joſeph, ſon of Leopold, bad already 
forced Clement XI to acknowledge the Archduke, his 
brother, as king of Spain. The battle of Saragoſſa, 
gained by the Auſtrians, ſeemed to fix the crown on 


the head of that prince. Philip flew from Madrid, 


and repaired to Valladolid. The few French troops, 
which remained with 39 15 were recalled to defend 


- France. 


Now he demanded of Lewis XIV. one man only, 


; the duke of Vendoſme, who was no more employed. 
The preſence of this general produced a revolution. 


The Spaniards were eager in furniſhing bim with mo- 
ney. They ran in crowds to range themſelves under 
his banners. The vitors flew before him. He pur- 

=. ud. 
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bleſſure, et la bataille eſt perdue. On compta pres. 
de trente- mille morts ou bleſſẽs, parmi leſquels huit 
a neuf mille F Tangois. Cette Journee fut néanmoins 
glorieuſe i la F rance, par le courage des troupes qui. 
avoient manquẽ de pain un jour entier, et qui, pout 
courir ſe battre, jetèrent une partie de celui qu'g 
venoit de leur donner. On admira auſſi Phabi et 
de Boufflers, qui fit la retraite en ſi bon ordre, qu! 1 
ne laiſſa ni canons ni priſonniers. Les ennemis ne 
tarderent pas a ſe rendre maltres de Mons. 


. L'epuiſement de Vetat, et la misère des peuples 


augmentant de plus en plus, Louis XIV fut ob- 
lige de s'humilier de nouveau devant les vain- 
queurs. II demanda la paix ayec une ſorie de 
ſoumiſſion, offrant de reconnottre VArchiduc pour 
roi, d' Eſpagne, et de donner de Tacpent pour 46. 
troner ſon petit-fils. Pendant qu'on nẽgocioiĩt A 
Gertrudemberg, les ennemis s'emparerent de pluſic eurs 
places. Leur inhumanite croiffoit avec leur fortune. 
Ils vouloient abſolument que Louis, mème ſeul 

chaſsat d' Eſpagne Philippe V. L'empereur Joleps, 
fils « de Leopold, avoit deja force le pape, Clement 
» 4 888 a reconnoltre pour roi d' Eſpagne PArchiduc 
fon fiere, La bataille de Saragoſſe, gagnee par les 
| Aurrichiens, ſembloit fixer la couronne ſur la tete 
de ce prince, Philippe quitta Madrid, et fe retira 3 


ffs 


Valladolid. Le peu de troupes Frangoiſes qui 1⁰¹ 


reſtoit fut rappel pour les beſoins de la France. 
Alors il demande a Louis XIV un ſeul homme, 
le duc de Vendome, qui n'étoit plus employs. La 
preſence de ce general produit une revolution. On 
$'cmpreſſe_ a fournir de Pargent ;.on accourt ſe ran- 
ger ſous ſes drapeaux: les vainqueurs reculent devant 
lui; il les pourſuit rapidement, et il gagne, en 


Hh 4 1710, 
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ſued them rapidly, and gained a complete victory at 
Vitlavicioſa- This day wag as glorious 48 deciſtoe tor 
Philip V, who fought at the head of the right wing. 
It is related, that after the battle, the monarch not 
having a bed, Vendoſme ſaid to him, « Tam going 
cio make you the fineſt bed that king ever lay on.“ 
He made him ſleep on the ſtandards of the enemy. 
In France, the finances were ſtill in the moſt piti- 
ful ſituation, The king had ſent his gold plate to the 
mint, and moſt of the nobility, to pay their court, had 
given up part of their own. This momentaneous ſue- 
cour only ſerved to convince all Europe in what a 
deplorable ſtate the kingdom was, The impoſition of 
the tenth part of revenues, aſſigned in 1710, Was of 
quite a different conſequence to the kingdom, and 
perhaps ſaved it. Lewis XIV long reſiſted the pro- 
poſal of this impoſt. The Jeſuit Tellief, a man of low 
birth, a mercileſs heart, a ferocious ſoul, puffed with the 
pride of a wicked angel, had ſucceeded the mild and 
eaſy La Chaiſe, and poſſeſſed the office of confeſſor to 
the king. On ſeeing him ſad and thoughtful, he aſked 
the cauſe of his melancholy, The prince told him, 
_ that the neceſſity of taxes did not prevent his ſeruples, 
which increaſed on account of the tenth. Tellier re- 
| plied, that thoſe ſcruples proceeded from a delicate 
ſoul ; but in order to calm his conſcience, he would 
conſult the Caſuiſts of his ſociety. A few days after 
the undaunted confeſſor aſſured his penitent, that 
there was no occaſion for ſeruples, becauſe, a king,” 
ſaid he, is the real proprietor, the maſter of all the 
«« property of his ſubje&s.”— You relieve me very 
much,“ ſaid the king; now I am at caſe,” Upon 


7 deciſion of the Jeſuit, the edict was enacted. 
Little 
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1510, une victoire complette A, Villavicioſa. Cette 
journée fut auſſi glorieuſe que dẽciſive pour Philippe, 
5 qui combattit à Faile droite. On raconte, qu' apres 
Ja bataille, ce monarque n' ayant point de lit, Vendéme 
lui dit: “ Je vais vous donner le plus beau lit ſur 


40 lequel jamais roi ait couch; et il lui en fit faire un | 
des Etendards et des drapeaux pris ſur les ennemis. 


En France, les finances Etoient dans l'état le plus 
pitoyable. Le roi avoit envoye fa vaiſſelle d'or à 
la .monnoie, et la plupart des grands, pour faire leur 
cour, s'étoĩent auſſi defaits d'une partie de la leur. 
Ce ſecours momentance ne ſervit qu'à convainere 
Europe de la fituation deplorable du royaume. 


L'ẽtabliſſement du dixizme des revenus, en 1710, 


fut d'une tqute autre importance pour Vetat, et en 
fit peut - tre le ſalut. Louis XIV refiſta long-temps 
à la propoſition de cet impöt. Le Jeſuite Tellier, 
homme de baſſe naiſſance, au cœur dur, a ame feroce, 


anime d'un orgueil de mauvais ange, ayoit ſuccẽdè au 


doux et commode La Chaiſe, et ẽtoit en poſſeſſion du 
confeſſional du roi. Voyant ce prince reveur et triſte, il 
lui en demanda le ſujet. Le prince lui repondit que 1a 
necefſite des impots'ne Vempechoit pas d'avoir des ſcru- 
pules, qui augmentoient ſur le dixième. Tellier lui 
dit, que ces ſcrupules ẽtoient d'une ame delicate ; mais 
que, pour le ſoulagement de fa. conſcience, il cons! 
ſulteroit les caſuiſtes de ſa compagnie. Peu de jours 
après, Vintrepide confeſſeur aſſura ſon penitent qu'il 
n'y avoit pas matiere a ſcrupule; parce que, dit-il, 
1 un roi, eſt le vrai proprietaire, le maitre de tous 
66 [es biens de ſes ſujets.— “ Vous me ſoulagez 


6 beaucoup, dit le roi, me voila dr N Sur 


la eien du Jeſyite, l'ëdit fut public. 


3 S 
1 De 
- 
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Little court-intrigues led more than great events to 
the concluſion of a peace. The ducheſs of Marlbo-. 
rough governed queen Anne, whereby the duke, her 
huſband, in ſome meaſure, governed the ſtate. Too 
much havghtineſs and caprice rendered the favourite 
intolerable. The queen diſmiſſed her, and ſoon after 
changed the miniſtry, when Marlborough loſt his credit 
and influence at court, He was bent on continuing a 
war which was advantageous to his fortune; but the 
Engliſh no longer ſeconded his views. They at laſt 
perceived that the national intereſt ought not to be 

exhauſted in favour of a foreign power. The death 
of the emperor Joſeph diſſipated all uncertainty. The 
Archduke, his brother, Charles VI, ſucceeded him 
in the empire. To add to it the crown of Spain, 
would have been re-eſtabliſhing the houſe of Auſtria 
in its former greatneſs. The hatred againſt Lewis 
XIV was ſufficiently ſatisfied. Theſe conſiderations 


influencing the court of London, a ſuſpenſion of arms 


was concluded between France and England,; and 
Dunkirk was put into the hands of the Engliſh, as a 
pledge for the performance of engagements. Holland 
conſented alſo to a freſh ange age. which ne at 
Utrecht, in 1712. | 
Lewis XIV could no 8 be alles: ha, e 
; haves of kings, but might rather be ſtyled the, moſt 
unfortunate of men. Whilſt, be experienced all the 
diſgraces of war, he had to ſuſtain the greateſt domeſ- 
tic misfortunes, He ſaw three generations become 
extin& in leſs than a year, The Dauphin, his only 
ſon, died in 711. The duke of Burgundy, then be- 
come Dauphin, died the next year, a few days after 
his wife. The duke of Bretagne, the eldeſt of their 
a | ſons, 
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De petites intrigues de cour fervirent plus que-de 


grands événemens à la concluſion de la paix. La 


ducheſſe de Marlborough gouvernoit la reine Anne, 
ce qui ne contribuoit pas peu a rendre le due ſon 
mari''maitre du gouvernement; trop de hauteur et de 


captice la rendirent inſupportable. La reine changea 


de favorite, et bientot apres de miniſtre. Marlbo- 
rough perdit ſon credit et ſon influence à la cour, 


HM $'obſtinoit- à continuer une guerre avantageuſe Ii 
g g | 


fa fortune; mais les Anglois ceſsèrent de ſeconder 
ſes vues; ils s appergurent enfin que Vinteret de Ia 
nation n'etoit pas de s'Epuiſer en faveur d'une puiſ- 
ſance étrangère. La mort de VEmpereur Joſeph 


diſſipa toute incertitude. L'Archiduc ſon frère, Charles Z 
VI, Etoit ſon ſucceſſeur. Vouloir encore lui procurer 


Ia couronne d' Eſpagne, c' eüt £te vouloir retablir la 
maiſon d' Autriche dans ſon ancienne ſplendeur. La 
haine contre Louis XIV etoit ſatisfaite. Ces conſi- 
derations determinèrent le conſeil de Londres. On 
ſigna une ſaſpenfion d'armes entre la France et P An- 
gleterre; et Dunkerque fut mis entre les mains des 
Anglois pour ſureté des engagemens. La Hollande, 
de ſon cõtẽ, conſentit A une nouvelle r qui 
8 ouvrit à Utrecht, en 1772. 

On ne pouvoit plus dire de Louis XIV qu'il ctoit 
" plus heureux des rois; il étoit devenu au con- 


traire le plus malheureux des hommes. Pendant 


qu'il ẽprouvoit toutes les diſgraces de la guerre, il 
eut à ſoutenir les plus grands malheurs domeſtiques. 


II vit en moins d'un an s'ẽteindre trois generations. 
Le Dauphin, ſon fils unique, mourut en 1711. Le 


duc de Bourgogne, devenu Dauphin, mourut l'annte 
ne quelques jours apres ſon épouſe; le dug de 
- | Bretagne, 


{ 
| 
| 
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ſons, ſoon followed them to the tomb. Paris beheld 
the fame funeral car incloſe the. father, mother and 
child. The duke of Anjou, afterwards Lewis XIV, 
the only branch of the direct line, had a narrow we 
from death. The ducheſs of Ventadour, his gover- 
neſs, through a tenderneſs fo much the more courage- 
ous, as ſhe durſt to take upon herſelf the event, diſ- 
miſſed his phyſicians, and full of the dreadful ideas 
which ſo many preciꝑitate deaths muſt e gave 
Hams fome antidote. 

The public found 3 a ; in the death 
of the firſt Dauphin attacked by the ſmall-pox; but 
it was not the ſame with the deaths of the duke, of 
the ducheſs of Burgundy, and the duke of Bretagne, 
carried off all three almoſt at the ſame inſtant; it was 
not doubted but it was the effect of poiſon, Theſe 
ſuſpicions, ſpread throughout the whole kingdom, fell 
only on the duke of Orleans, ſince become Regent, 
and ſoon formed a cry of public accuſation. _ 

They were at firſt warranted by madame de Main- 
tenon herſelf, whoſe reſentment the duke of Orleans 
had drawn upon himſelf; and who wiſhing to ruin 
Him in the minds of the people, found it but too eaſy. 
This prince, incapable of a black or baſe action, had, 
by repeated acts of imprudence, indiſcretion and in- 
temperate morals, given but a bad opinion of him- 
ſelf, which the very idea that was entertained of his 
wit ftill aggravated. However, it was ſoon known 
to whom this raſh action might be attributed. A 
Franciſcan friar, engaged in the French troops which 
ſerved in Spain, had fince deſerted, and. gone over to 
thoſe of the Archduke. He was taken in a convent of 


Franciſcans, in Poitou, and conducted to the Baſtille, 
| where 
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Bretagne, Tainé de leurs fils, les ſuivit de 'pres au 


tombeau. Paris vit le meme char funebre renfermer 
le père, la mere, et Penfant. Le duc d' Anjou, dans 
Ia fuite Louis XV, unique rejeton de la ligne directe, 
Etoit à deux doigts de la mort. La ducheſſe de Ven- 


tadour, fa gouvernante, — par un amour d'autant plus 


courageux, qu'elle ofoit fe charger de IVevenement, 
— eloigna les médecins, et pleine des idees funeſtes qui 
naiſſoient de tant de morts precipitees, lui e 
du contre-poiſon, 

Le public ne trouva rien que de naturel aun la 
mort du premier Dauphin, attaque de la petite verole ; 
mais il n'en fut pas de meme de la mort du duc, de 
la ducheſſe de Bourgogne, et du duc de Bretagne. 
Enlevẽs tous trois preſqu' au meme inſtant, on ne 
douta point que ce ne füt l'effet du poiſon. Ces 
ſoupgons répandus dans tout le. royaume, tomboient 
uniquement fur le duc d'Orleans, depuis Regent, 
et formèrent bientot un cri d'accuſation publique. 


Ils furent d' abord accrẽdités par madame de Main- 


tenon elle-mEme, dont le duc d' Orléans s'étoit at- 
tire le reſſentiment, et qui voulant le perdre dans 


'Feſprit du public, n'y trouvoit que trop de facilité. 


'Ce prince, incapable d'une action noire ou baſſe, 


_ avoit à force dimprudence, d'indifcretions et de 


meurs crapuleuſes, donné de lui la plus mauvaiſe 
opnion, que l'idèe meme qu'on avoit de ſon eſprit 
; aggravoit encore. Cependant on ſut bientst ſur'qui 
"Jeter les ſoupçons. Un Cordelier, engage” dans les 
troupes Frangoiſes qui ſervoient en Eſpagne, avoit 
deéſertéè depuis, et paſſe dans celles de l' Arehidue. 
On Fatteignit en Poitou, dans un convent de Corde- 


Hers; et on le conduiſit a la Baſtille, og le lieute- 


nant 


| 
ö 
| 
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where the lieutenant of the Police, d' Argenſon, was 
alone charged with his examination. There were found 
in a bag, which this monk carried about him, ſome 
parcels of arſenic, which he pretended to be for dif- 
ferent remedies. His paſt life, his correſpondence 
with the Auſtrians, and many contradictions or ob- 
ſcurities in his anſwers, gave reaſon to believe he was 
an engine of the houſe of Auſtria, Befides, a note 
of prince Eugene, addreſſed to general Merci, and 
found in that general's coffer, after his defeat in Fran- 
che-Comte, ſaid : that France ſhould be confined 
« into the narroweſt limits; and if it were not poſ- 
c fible to ſucceed by arms, recourſe ſhould oy 4 
« to the great and ordinary remedies.”  - 
The domeſtic misfortunes of Lewis XIV, were 
not ſoftened by the certainty of a peace, which, 
however, was hoped for, ſince the negociation with 
the Engliſh was begun; but many obſtacles were 158 
poſed on the part of their allies. | 4 
Prince Eugene continued to make freſn . 
in Flanders. He beſieged Landteci, which could not 
ſupport a long ſiege; it was then deliberated whe- 
ther the king ſhould not flee from the capital. Al- 
ways firm in adverſity, he anſwered, that ſhould any 


new misfortune happen, he would call together al! 


the nobility of his kingdom, whom he would conduct 
to the enemy, notwithſtanding he was ſeventy-four 
years old; and that he would die at their head, 
Tue marſhal de Villars extricated Lewis and France 
from this extreme peril. Villars, of a diſtinguiſhed 
| figure, of a haughty countenance, of a diſpoſition till 
more arrogant; a boaſter, but exceeding brave; know- 
ing better than any one how to claim his ſhare of a happy 
ſucceſs, 


* 
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nant de police, d'Argenſon, fut ſeul charge de l'in- 


terroger. On trouva dans un fac, que ce moine por- 
toit | ſur lui, des paquets d'arſenic, dont il pretendoit 
ſe ſervir pour differens remèdes. Sa vie paſlee, ſes 
correſpondances chez les Autrichiens, et pluſieurs con- 
traditions ou obſcurites dans ſes reponſes, donne- 


rent lieu de croire qu'il Etoit un inſtrument. de la 


maiſon d' Autriche. D'ailleurs, un mEmoire du prince 


Eugene, adreſſé au general Merci, et trouve dans la 


caſſette de ce general, apres ſa defaite en Franche- 
Comte, portoit: Il faut faire rentrer la France dans 
es plus Etroites limites; et fi Von n'y peut 16aſ- 
« fir par les armes, il faut recourir aux ne et 
* ordinaires remèdes.“ | 


Les malheurs domeſtiques de Louis XIV, n'dtvient 


pas adoucis par la certitude de la paix. On eſperoit 
y parvenir, depuis que la negociation Etoit entamge 
avec les Anglois; mais il ſe trouvoit encore bien 
des obſtacles de la part de leurs allies. | 

Lie prince Eugene faiſoit en Flandre de 5 
ſes: II affiegeoit Landreci, qui ne pouvoit 


ſoutenir un long fiege; on delibera alors fi le roi 


ne $'<loigneroit point de la capitale. Toujours ferme 
dans l'adverſité, il dit: qu'en cas d'un nouveau 
malheur il convoqueroit toute la nobleſſe de ſon 
royaume, qu'il la conduiroit à l'ennemi, malgre ſon 


age de OY TIO ans, et * il e a 


la tète. | 
Le marechal de Villars tira Louis et la France de 


cet extreme peril. Villars, d'une figure diſtinguee, 


d'un air avantageux, d'un caractère qui l'ẽtoit en- 
core plus; fanfaron, mais très-brave, ſachant mieux 
que perſonne ſe prévaloir de la part qu'il avoit a 


a 


240 LEWIS XIV. nr. XXXIv. 


ſucceſs, and ufurp the part of others, was a general 


formed for the French, whom gaiety united to courage 


\ 


inſpires with confidence. A. man of this diſpoſition 
ſtrikes upon, and ſeizes their imagination more than 
one of greater modeſty, unleſs he might be of a 
ſuperior order, and like a Turenne. As the lines of 
prince Eugene extended a great way, Villars made 


a feint of attacking him in his camp, put the 


change upon him, and forced the entrenchments of 
the duke of Albemarle, at Denain, Victory was de- 

cided before Eugene arrived. He was repelled ; and 
the depoſitory of his magazines ſeized ; Landreci de- 
livered,—other important places alſo taken, and forty 
battalions of the enemy made priſoners ene the 


courſe of the campaign. 
Villars ought to have been extolled as the pre- 


ſerver of France; yet malice obſerved no bounds in her 
rage againſt him, which, indeed, he himſelf irritated 
by a fierceneſs bordering on pride. In taking leave, 


he had publicly faid to the king: Sire, I am going 
« to fight your majeſty" s enemies, and I leave you in 


«© the midſt of mine. 
A peace ſo deſired, and ſo bes, was the fruit 


of the marſhal's ſucceſs. It was at length concluded 


at Utrecht in 1713, when Philip V renounced 
His claims to the crown of France. The duke of 


Savoy had Sicily, and the title of king. Spaniſh 


Flanders was left to the Emperor, and ſeveral cities 


were delivered to the Hollanders, to ſerve them as 
- barriers, without giving them the territory. England 


kept Gibraltar and the ifland of Minorca, and the 


French were obliged to deſtroy the port of Dunkirk, 
which had coſt them immenſe ſums, 


The 
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un heureux ſucces, et en uſurper le reſte, ẽtoĩt un 
general fait pour les Frangois, à qui la gaieté, unie 
au courage, inſpire la confiance. Un homme de ce 
caractère frappe et ſaiſit plus leur imagination qu'un 
homme modeſte, a moins qu'il ne ſoit d'un ordre 
ſaperieur et reconnu, tel qu'un Turenne., Les lignes 
du prince: Eugene $'<tendoient fort loin. Villars 
feint,, .de vouloir Vattaquer dans ſon camp de Landre- 
cie, lui donne le change, et va forcer les retranche- 
mens, du duc d'Albemarle à Denain. Ia victoire eſt 
decide lorſqu' Eu gene arrive. On le repouſſe; on 
lui enleve ſes magaſins; Landrecie eſt delivre, d' autre 
places importantes repriſes, et quarante bataillons 
ennemis faits priſonniers dans le cours de la campagne. 


Villars meritoit d'etre preconiſe comme le ſauveur 
de la France; Venvie, neanmoins, ſe dechaina'contre 
lui; il eſt vrai qu'il la provoquoit par une fierte 
trop voiſine de Porgueil. En prenant congẽ du roi, 
il lui avoit dit publiquement: Sire, je vais com- 

e battre les ennemis de votre Oy et Je yous 
* laiſſe au milieu des miens.“ | 


La paix, ſi defiree et ſi neceſſaire, fut le fruit 555 
ſucces du mar&chal. On en ſigna enfin le traité à 
Utrecht, en 17¹ 3. Philippe V renonga i ſes droits 
fur la couronne de France. Le duc de Savoie eut la 
Sicile avec le titre de roi. On laiſſa la Flandre Eſpa- 
gnole 2 YEmpereur ; | et Von en livra pluſieurs villes 
aux Hollandois pour leur ſervir- de barrière, mais 
fans qu ils en euſſent le domaine. L'Angleterre garda 
Gibraltar et Vi le de Minorque; les Frangois furent 
obliges de démolir et de combler le port de Dun- 
kerque, qui leur avoit .coute des ſommes immenſes, 


Vor. II. | Ii | La 
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The court of Vienna, after having ſuffered ſome 
other conſiderable loſſes, the reſult of her obſtinacy, at 
laſt determined to make a peace, which was concluded 
in 1714, at Radſtadt. 

Such was the end of this unfortunate war, which had 
reduced Lewis XIV to the loweſt extremity, threatened 
to take from him ſeveral provinces, and likewiſe 
to deprive his grandſon of a ſucceſſion, for which all 
Europe had been embroiled. France only loſt ſome 
of her conqueſts. Philip V remained poſſeſſor of the 
kingdom of as and of the richeſt countries in 
America, 

The latter years of the life of Lewis XIV were 
as unfortunate as the former had been brilliant. The 
death of the ducheſs of Burgundy cauſed a conſidera- 
ble vacuum in his private life. Madame de Mainte- 

non, as much ſurfeited of him as he was of her, 
vainly endeavoured to procure him ſome diffipation 
by concerts and operas, filled with his praiſes, by 


ſcenes of plays, which muſicians and his own domeſ- 


tics performed in his chamber, Wearineſs prevailed, 
which cauſed the old ſultana to ſay: What a tor- 
«© ment-to be obliged to amuſe a man no longer 38055 
4 ble of being amuſed.” | . 
For want of amuſement, his confeſſor 8 him 
in a religious war, by his ſcheme of the conſtitu- 
tion Unigenitus, ſo called becauſe it begins with 
that word. | 5 
This conſtitution, worthy at beſt to exerciſe indo- 
lent ſchools, became a ſtate affair, which agitated 
France more than half a century, and having begun 
with intrigue, was continued by fanaticiſm, and finiſh- 
ed, as it ſhould do, in contempt. _ 
| | Although 
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La cour de Vienne, apres avoir eſſuyẽ encore 
quelques pertes confiderables, fruits de ſon opinia- 
trets, ſe determina enfin à faire Ia paix. Elle fut 
conclue à Radſtadt, en 1714. | | 
Telle fut la fin de cette guerre malheureuſe, qui 
avoit réduit Louis XIV aux dernières extremites, 
qui ſembloit devoir lui enlever pluſieurs provinces, 
et depouiller ſon petit- fils d'une ſucceſſion pour la- 
quelle on avoit embraſe l'Europe. La France perdit 
ſeulement quelques-unes de ſes conquetes ; Philippe V 
demeura paiſible poſſeſſeur de I'Eſpagne, et * Eos 
riches contrees de Amerique. 

Les dernieres annees de la vie de Louis XIV furent 
auſſi triſtes que les premieres avoient été brillantes. 
La mort de la ducheſſe de Bourgogne faiſoit un vide 
affreux dans fa vie privèe. Madame de Maintenon, 
auſh blaſee pour lui qu'il PFetoit pour elle, cher- 
choit inutilement à lui procurer quelque diſſipation, 
par des concerts, par des opera plein de ſes louanges, 
par des ſcenes de comedie, que des muſiciens et les 
domeſtiques de Vinterieur jouoient dans fa chambre. 
L'ennui ſurnageoit; ce qui faiſoit dire à la vieille 
ſultane: Quel ſupplice d'avoir a e un homme 
« qui n'eſt plus amuſable.“ 

Au defaut d'amuſement, le confeſſeur lui > EN 
Poccupation d'une guerre de religion, par le projet 
de la conſtitution Unigenitus, ainſi appelee du mot 
par lequel elle commence, 

Cette conſtitution, digne, tout au plus d'exercer 
des &Ecoles oifives, devint une affaire d'ẽtat, qui 
agita la France pendant plus d'un demi-fiecle, et qui 
ayant commence par Vintrigue, continue par le fas 
natiſme, finit, comme cela deyoit ©tre, par le mepris, 

| Iiz Quelque 
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Although details of this nature be very weariſome, 
yet as they afford intelligence of facts, it is in ſome 
meaſure unavoidable to give them, as alſo to trace 
back the origin of this theological quarrel, the bet- 
ter to ſhew by what means the Jeſuits obtained their 
extenſive dominion ; and in what manner, by abuſing 
thoſe means, they at length provoked the deſtructon 
of their order, and, by a natural conſequence, the an- 
nihilation of the French kings' deſpotiſm. 


Socrates, Plato, Seneca, and many ſtoics, treated 

_ morality in a philoſophical way, - eſtabliſhing duties 
and inſpiring the love of virtue, with a force of rea- 
ſon and ſentiment worthy the dignity of the ſub- 
jet. The apoſtles and their immediate ſucceſſors 
treated it like true paſtors of ſouls, unfolding the 
maxims of the goſpel, and teaching all that is ne- 
ceſſary to the true Chriſtian life, At the revival of 
learning, theologiſts treated morality in a ſcholaſtic 
manner, ſubtilizing, ſophiſticating, and diſputing 
concerning every thing; ſubſtituting words for 
things, entangling ſimple ideas; obſcuring primitive 
truths by falſe applications. Then private confeſ- 
ſion became more frequent, and all ſorts of trifling 
details were entered into. Swarms of caſuiſts, with- 
out conſulting the goſpel, or even univerſal conſci- 
ence, formed to themſelves arbitrary codes, wherein 
caſes of conſcience were decided according to caprice 
and ignorance. Sins were diſtinguiſhed into venial 
and mortal ; the latter which bring condemnation, the 
former which do not; and the reſult of their doctrine 
was, that one might ſin every day, provided one con- 
Ex: 3 | teſſed 


Car, XXEXIV. LOUIS XIV. 242 


Quelque faſtidieux que ſoient des details de cette 
nature, nẽanmoins comme ils ſervent a Vintelligence 
des faits, on ne peut gueres ſe diſpenſer de les don- 
ner, ni meme de remonter a l'origine de cette que- 
relle theologique, pour mieux faire voir par quels 
moyens les Jéſuites ſont parvenus a &Etendre leur 
empire, et comment, en abuſant de ces moyens, ils 
ont dans la ſuite provoque eux-memes la deſtruction 
de leur ordre, et par une conſequence naturelle 
Faneantiſſement du deſpotiſme des rois de France. 
Socrate, Platon, Senèque, et pluſieurs Stoiciens 
avoient traité la morale en philoſophes, etabliflant les 
devoirs, et inſpitant l'amour de la vertu, avec une 
force de raiſon et de ſentiment, digne de la gran- 
deur du ſujet. Les Apötres, et leurs ſucceſſeurs im- 
mediats l'avoient traitee en vrais paſteurs des ames, 
de veloppant les maximes de VEvangile, et enſei- 
gnant tout ce qu'il falloit pour vivre en Chrétien. 
Au renouvellement des études, les theologiens Ia 
traitèrent en ſcholaſtiques, ſubtiliſant, ſophiſticant, 
diſputant ſur tout, mettant des mots à Ia place des 
choſes, embrouillant les idées ſimples, obſcurciſſant 
les premieres verites par de fauſſes applications, Ce 
fut alors que la confeſſion ſecrette devint plus fre- 
quente, et que Von y entra dans toutes fortes de de- 
tails minutieux. Des effaims de caſuiſtes, ſans con- 
ſulter l' Evangile, ni meme la conſcience univerſelle, 
ſe formerent des codes arbitraires, ou les cas de con- 
ſcience Etoient decides au gre du caprice et de 
ignorance, On diſtingua les péchés en mortels et 
en veniels, les uns qui damnent, les autres, qui ne 
damnent pas; et le réſultat de leur: doctrine etoit 
qu'on peut pecher tous les jours, en fe confeſſant 


1 | tous 
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feſſed every day. In ſhort, all theſe pretended judges 
of conſciences produced voluminous medleys, which 
all together are not worth Tully's Offices. 


The Jeſuits, as zealous theologiſts as crafty po- 
liticians, fignalized themſelves above all in this dan- 
gerous career. With them aroſe new troubles, which 
were to laſt as long as themſelves. | 


In the ſixteenth century, a theological war was 
kindled concerning grace. This, however, was not 
a new queſtion ; -it may be traced back to the re- 
moteſt antiquity. Free will, and the diſtinction of 
the voluntary occupied philoſophers before the 
birth of Chriſtianity; but divines thinking them 
ſelves ſuperior to philoſophers, wiſhed to treat it in 
their own way, What is the nature of grace? 
How does it affect the will of men? How does 
it produce good ſentiments and actions in men? 
Divines pretended to diſcover it, although theſe ſe- 
crets are known to God alone, The Thomiſts or 
| Dominicans contrived a phyſical premotion; the Scotiſts 
or Franciſcans a predefinition; and with theſe high ſound- 
ing words, pretended to explain the myſtery, but ren- 
dered it ſtill more incomprehenſible. Molina, a Spaniſh 
Jeſuit, in order to explain how man preſerves his 
free will, imagined an intermediate knowledge, by which 
God knows the conditional future, and directs him- 
ſelf in the diſpenſation of his graces, in a manner 
that their efficacy ſuppoſes a foreſeen conſent of 


the human will. If ever,” ſaid one of Molina's 


brethren, ** ſuch a doctrine ſhould be maintained 


6 by powerful and cunning men, who belong to 
| | « ſome- 
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tous les jours. Enfin, tous ces pretendus juges des 
conſciences enfantèrent des fatras de volumes, qui 
tous enſemble ne valent pas le traité des Cen de 
Ciceron. 

Les Jeſuites, auſſi ardens esta que ruſẽs 
politiques, ſe ſignalèrent ſur- tout dans cette carrière 
| perilleuſe. Avec eux naquirent de nouveaux trou- 
bles, qui devoient durer autant qu'eux. 

Dans le ſeizieme fiecle il s'alluma une guerre 
_ theologique ſur la grace. C'etoit une queſtion, qui 
au fond n'ttoit pas neuve ; elle remonte à la plus 
haute antiquite. Le libre arbitre, et la diſtinction 
du volontaire ont occupe les philoſophes avant 
la naiſſance du Chriſtianiſme; mais les theologi- 
ens, ſe croyant ſuperieurs aux philoſophes, vou- 
lurent traiter cette queſi1on a leur manière. Quelle 
eſt la nature de la grace? Comment agit-elle ſur 
la volonte? Comment produit-clle les bons ſen- 
timens, les bonnes actions de homme? Les theo- 
logiens prétendoient le ſavoir, quoique ce fuſſent les 
ſecrets de Dieu. Les Thomiſtes ou Dominicains 
avoient trouve une premotion phyſique; les Scotiſtes 
ou Franciſcains, une predifinition, et avec ces grands 
mots ils expliquoient le myſtere, en le rendant plus 
inconcevable. Molina, Jeſuite Efpagnol, pour ex- 
8 pliquer comment l' homme conſerve fon libre arbitre, 

imagina une ſcience moyenne, par laquelle Dieu con- 
nolt les futurs conditionnels, et ſe dirige dans la 
diſpenſation des graces, de manière que leur effica- 
cits ſuppoſe le conſentement prevu de la volonte 
humaine. Si jamais,“ dit alors un confrere de 
Molina, „une telle doctrine eſt ſoutenue par ng 
" hommes puiſſans et ruſes, qui appartiennent A 

1 oy quelque 
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« ſome religious order, it will put the church in 
« a perilous ſtate.” And, in effect, how many tem- 
peſts, how many cabals has it occaſioned ! How many 
virtuous perſons have been ſacrificed through falſe 
zeal! How many exceſſes repreſented as duties! 


Without dwelling on all that is ſcandalous in this 
doctrine, it will ſuffice to obſerve, in general, that it 
has for its baſis diſſimulation, duplicity, bad faith, 
and perjury : ſince, according to the principles of its 
author, we are not bound to fulfil the engagements 
againſt which we have internally proteſted, when we 
contracted them ;—which amounts to this, that the 
heart may contradict what the mouth pronounces ;— 
hence the words Jeſuitical and deceitful are become 
| ſynonymous. When ſuch principles have been imbibed 
in youth, they leave in maturer age, notwithſtanding 
the efforts made to overcome them, a leaven which in- 
fluences - the reſt of life, and the effects of which 
are ſo much the more dangerous, when a man who 
is infected by them, is beſides endowed with * 
talents and eminent qualities, 


'The Jeſuits, all-powerful at Rome, cauſed in the 
beginning of the ſeventeenth century, this doctrine to 
be approved, of which they expected to avail themſelves 
in a very advantageous manner. A Flemiſh: biſhop, 
named Janſenius, refuted it in a large book which 
he compoſed in order to explain the ſentiments of 
St. Auguſtin upon grace. His work was only known 
to a few doctors; the Jeſuits, by their attacks, gave 
it great celebrity. The foundation of his doctrine 


was; chat the grace of God is neceſſary, even to the 
juſt, 
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« quelque ordre religicux, elle mettra l'ẽgliſe en 
„ peril.” Eten effet, que de tempetes, que de ca- 
bales n'a-t-elle pas occafionnees | Combien d'honnetes 
gens immoles par le faux zele! Combien d excès 

trans formẽs en devoirs ! | 
Sans s'appeſantir ſur tout ce, que cette | dolieing 
a de revoltant, il ſuffica d'obſerver, en general, qu'elle 
a pour baſe la diſſimulation, la duplicite, la mauvaiſe 
foi et le parjure; puiſque, ſuivant les principes de 
ſon auteur, on n'eſt pas tenu de remplir les en- 
gagemens contre leſquels on a proteſts intẽrieure- 
ment en les contractant; —ce qui revient à dire, 
que le cœur peut dementir ce que la bouche pro- 
nonce :—auſh les mots de Jcſuitique et de trom- 
peur ſont-ils devenus ſynonymes. De tels principes, 
quand on en a été imbu dans Penfance, laiſſent 
dans I'ige mür, quelques efforts que l'on puiſle 
faire ſur ſoi-meme, un levain qui influe ſur tout le 
reſte de la vie, et dont les effets ſont d'autant plus 
dangereux, quand celui qui en eſt infecté ſe trouve 
d'ailleurs doue de grands talens et 5 Wa Emi= 
nentes. : ER | 
Les Jeſuites, tout-puiſſans a Rome, y firent ap- 
prouver, au commencement du XVII fiecle, une doc- 
trine dont ils ſe promettoient bien de tirer bon parti. 
Un évéque Flamand, nommé Janſenius, la rẽfuta 
dans un gros livre qu'il compoſa pour expliquer 
les ſentimens de S. Auguſtin ſur la grice. Son 
ouvrage Etoit tout au plus connu de quelques doc- 
teurs; les Jeſuites, en Vattaquant, lui donnerent de 
la celebrite, Le fond de ſa doctrine étoit: que la 
grace de Dieu eſt neceſlaire, meme aux juſtes, pour 
accom- 
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juſt, to fulfil his commandments, and that we can 


never reſiſt grace. 


The Jeſuits did not find this doctrine orthodox, 
becauſe it oppoſed theirs, which was more :ccommo- 
dating, and they had it condemned by Innocent X, 


in 1653. On the other fide, againſt theſe relaxed 


do@ors who flattered the paſſions, aroſe rigoriſts, who, 
in ſome reſpects, deſtroyed nature. Their ſour miſan- 


thropy, by overſtretching Chriſtian perfection, changed 


the moſt innocent things into crimes. They con- 
demned lawful and innocent amuſements ; they com- 
batted ſentiments and cuſtoms, without which the 


commerce of civil life would ſoon fall; 'in fine, they 
were as ready to condemn as the others to abſolve. 
This ſevere morality was called Fanſeniſm, and thoſe 


who! profeſſed it Janſeniſis; for the ſame reaſon the 
Jeſuits and their partiſans were called Malinifts, and 


their doctrine Moliniſin. 


The moſt celebrated advocates for Janſeniſm dwelt 
in the abbey of the Port-Royal des champs, —the 


nurſery of ſound philoſophy and true literature. 


Learned logicians, eloquent, bitter or pleaſant ac- 
cording to the occaſion, they poſſeſſed a ſeverity of 
manners very common to a perſecuted party, and 
which gains, if not imitators, at leaſt admirers, diſ- 
ciples and adherents. The Jeſuits, ſupple, cunning, 
inſinuating, indulgent in morality, as regular in 
their conduct as their opponents, might appear leſs ſo, 


from their being more diſtributed in the world, and at 


court, where they directed conſciences. They fixed 
upon this houſe of Port-Royal for their field of bat- 
tle, 
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accomplir ſes commandemens, et . on ne reæſiſte 
jamais a la grace. | 

Les Jéſuites ne trouverent point cette doctrine 
orthodoxe, parce qu'elle s'oppoſoit a la leur, qui 
Etoit plus accommodante, et ils la firent condamner 
par Innocent X, en 1653. D'un autre cote, a ces 
docteurs relächés qui flattoient les paſſions, s'op- 
posèrent des rigoriſtes, qui detruiſoient, en quelque 
ſorte, la nature. Leur ſombre miſanthropie, outrant 
la perfection Chretienne, changeoit en crimes les 
choſes les plus innocentes. Ils condamnoient les 
amuſemens permis et honnetes ; ils combattoient des 
ſentimens et des uſages ſans leſquels le commerce 
de la vie civile tomberoit bientot ; en un mot, ils 
damnoient auſſi aiſement que les autres abſolvoient. 
Cette morale ſevere fut appelee Janſeniſme; et ceux 
qui la ſoutenoient, Janſeniſtes: de meme que les Je-. 
ſuites ou leurs partiſans furent appeles Molin a 3 1 
et leur doctrine, Moliniſme. 8 

Les plus celebres partiſans du Janſeni{me vivoient 
a Vabbaye de Port-Royal des champs, —le berceau 
de la ſaine philoſophie et de la bonne littérature. 
Savans logiciens, eloquens, amers ou plaiſans ſuivant le 
beſoin, ils avoient une ſẽvẽritè de mœurs, aſſez ordinaire 
dans un parti perſecuts, et qui fait, ſinon des imitateurs, 
du moins des admirateurs, des diſciples et des partiſans. 
Les Jeſuites, ſouples, adroits, infinuans, indulgens en 
morale, auffi reguliers dans leur vie que leurs an- 
tagoniſtes, pouvoient le paroitre moins, parce qu'ils 
ẽtoient plus repandus dans le monde, et à la cour, 
dont ils dirigeoient les conſciences. Ils choifirent 
cette maiſon de e FORE leur champ de ba- 
| taille, 


\ 


240 LEWIS XIV. Cray. XXXIV, 
_ tle, and made no fcruple to change primitive no- 

tions, in order to overthrow their adverſaries. They 
deſcribed them at co-:rt not only as Heretics, but 
alſo as Republicans, enemies to royal authority. It 
was under this double appearance that Tellier cauſed 
Lewis XIV to regard them. The chief religion of 
this prince was to believe in royal authority. Be- 

fides, being ignorant in matters of doctrine, ſuper- 
ſttitious in his devotion, he proſecuted a real or ima- 
ginary hereſy as an act of diſobedience, and thought 
to expiate his faults by perſecution. However, he 
ſtill heſitated; the great number of celebrated men 
formed at Port-Royal, combatted in his mind for 
that houſe. He at length yielded to the preſſing ſo- 
heitations of his confeſſor; and this retreat, the 
aſylum for morals, virtue, and knowledge, was utterly 
deſtroyed, and razed to the ground. 


One of the principal ſupporters of Janſeniſm was 
an Oratorian named Quefnel, author of a book en- 
| titled: Moral Reflections on the New Teſtament, This 
work was the edification of the Church for a number 
of years, and even of the pope himſelf, Clement XI, 
whom the Jeſuits, nevertheleſs, forced to condemn 
it. This ſtep was a decifive ſtroke for them ;— 
Tellier . intrigued ſo as to gain his point. He 
ſought in Queſnel's book for the propoſitions which 
he could make the ſubject of the conſtitution ; and as 
he had advanced to the king that there were more than 
an hundred condemnable propofitions, he ſtopped 
when he had found an hundred and one. He took 
care to chooſe thoſe that were contrary to the Mo- 


liniſtical doctrine; but as they were conformable to 
| tn that 


4 
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taille, et ne ſe Srene point ſcrupule de changer les 


notions primitives, pour perdre leurs adverſaires. 
Hs les firent enviſager a la cour, non-ſeulement 
comme des heretiques, mais comme des republicains, 
ennemis de Vautorite royale. Ce fut ſous ce double 
aſpect que Tellier les fit regarder a Louis XIV. 
La premiere religion pour ce prince Etoit de croire 
a Pautorité royale. D'ailleurs, ignorant dans les 
matières de doctrine, ſuperſtitieux dans ſa devotion, 


il pourſuivoit une herefic reelle ou imaginaire comme 


une deſobeiflance, et croyoit expier ſes fautes par la 
perſecution. Cependant, il balangoit encore; le grand 


nombre d'hommes celebres, ſortis de Port-Royal, 


| combattoit dans ſon eſprit en faveur de cette maiſon, 
Il ceda enfin aux ſollicitations preſſantes de ſon 
confeſſeur; ; et cette retraite, l'aſyle des mœurs, de 
la vertu et de la ſcience, fut detruite de fond en 
comble. 

Un des principaux arc-boutans du Janſcniſme ẽtoĩt 


un Oratorien, nommé Queſnel, auteur d'un livre 


 intitule: Reflerions morales ſur le Nouveau Teſa- 
ment. Cet ouvrage, depuis nombre d' années, faiſoit 
Fedification de l' Egliſe, et celle du pape meme, Cle- 
ment XI, que les Jeſuites forcèrent neanmoins A 


le condamner. Cette demarche etoit pour eux un 


coup de partie; Tellier manceuvra tant qu'ilemporta, 
It chercha dans le livre de Queſnel les propoſitions 
dont il pourroit faire le ſujet de la conſtitution, et 
comme il avoit avance au roi qu'il y en avoit plus 
de cent de condamnables, il s'arrèta quand il en 


ceut trouve cent- une. TI eut ſoin d'en choifir qui 
fuſſent contraires à la doctrine Moliniſte ; mais comme 


elles ſe trouyoient conformes à celle de S. Paul, de 


S. Auguſtin 
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that of St. Paul, St. Auguſtin and St. Thomas, one 
of his workmen repreſented to him what danger there 
was in ſo attacking the pillars of Chriſtianity. St. 
« Paul and St. Avguſtin,” ſaid the fiery Jeſuit, 
« were warm heads that we ſhould now ſend to the 
« Baſtille; with regard to St. Thomas, you may 
« gueſs what value I ſet upon a Dominican, when 
„I care ſo little for an apoſtle.” 

In order to render his work agreeable to the 
FOR he did not fail, in his project of a bull, to 
favour the Italian maxims; and the whole was ſent 
to Rome, to people of whom he was ſecure, The 
bull being thus dreſſed, his emiſſaries communicated 
it to the pope. However rapidly it was read, the 
holy-father;thought he heard a manifeſto againſt the 
ſcriptures and the fathers. He ſhuddered ; but the 
Jeſuits, in the end, decided him. He yielded with 
remorſe upon the matter, and fear n its con- 
ſequences. | | 
At Rome it excited a ee ee the cardi- 
nals loudly exclaimed that the doctrine of the church 
was overthrown, The holy- father ſhed tears; but 
for things once done in this court there is no 
remedy, However, the Jeſuits at laſt ſucceeded in 
converting the ſacred college; in a few days the igno- 
rant believed the bull, and the politicians ſupported it. 

In France it at firſt met with the ſame reception 
as at Rome. The king ſupported it, - that was his own 
work; but the acceptation and regiſtering of it be- 
came a ſtate affair. In the! end, partly by fair and 
partly by rough means, the court party, that is, the 
Jeſuits, got the better. / | 
- | As 
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8. Auguſtin et de S. Thomas, un de ſes ouvriers lui 
repreſenta le danger qu'il y avoit d'attaquer ainſi de 
front les colonnes du Chriſtianiſme. S. Paul et 
8. Auguſtin,” dit le fougueux Jéſuite, * Etoient 
& des tetes chaudes, qu'on mettroit aujourd'hui I 
% la Baſtille: a I'&gard de S. Thomas, vous pouvez 
% penſer quel cas je fais d'un Jacobin, quand je 
© m'embarraſſe peu d'un apotre.” 

Pour rendre l'œuvre agreable au pape, il ne man- 
qua pas, dans ſon projet de bulle, de favoriſer les 
maximes ultramontaines; et le tout fut envoye I 
Rome, à des gens dont il étoit ſur, La bulle ainſi 


drefſce, ſes émiſſaires la communiquerent au pape. 
Quelque rapide qu'en füt la lecture, le Saint-père 


crut entendre un manifeſte contre VEcriture et les 
Peres, Illen frémit; mais les Jeſuites, a la fin, le 
decidèrent. Il c&da, avec des remords ſur. bs fond, 


et des craintes ſur les ſuites. 
A Rome, la revolte des eſprits fut generale ; les 


cardinaux crièrent hautement que la doctrine de 


PEgliſe Etoit renverſce. Le Saint-pere en verſa des 
larmes; mais à choſe faite dans cette cour, il n'y 

a point de remède. Cependant les Jeſuites vinrent 
à bout de convertir le facre college; en peu de jours 


les ignorans -crurent a 1 bulle, et les PRO la 


ſoutinrent. 

En France elle regut d'abord le meme . qu 
Rome. Le roi la ſoutint,—c'etoit ſon ouvrage; mais 
Pacceptation et l'enregiſtrement devinrent une affaire 
d'etat. A la fin, cependant, moitie paix moitié guerre, 
le parti de la cour, c e celui des Jeſuites, 


eut le deſſus. 
Auſſitöt 
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As ſoon as the conſtitution. Unigenitus was tranſ- 
lated i into F rench, and in every one's hand, cach ſociety 
became a ſchool of theology; all converſations were 
infected with the fury of dogmatizing, and as the 
national character loſes not its rights, a dogmatical 
diſſertation was mingled with a ballad. Nevertheleſs 
this affair was for a long time a ſubject of diſcord. 
Eccleſiaſtical dignities, and even ſubaltern ſtations 
were not conferred but on thoſe who previouſly 
had accepted this bull, which thereby nearly. became 
in France what the Teſt Act is in England. Calm 
was not perfectly re-eſtabliſhed, till the end of the 
following reign, after the Jeſuits had been expelled. 


Lewis XIV, near the else of. his life, could 
no longer reſiſt the ſtrong ſolicitations of his natural 
fons, the duke du Maine and the count de Toulouſe. = 
Paternal love had already engaged him to legitimate 
theſe princes, by an edict which then was | regiſtered 
without obſtacle, but in the ſubſequent, reign was re· 
voked. The ſame happened concerning the rank he 
had juſt given them above the dukes and Peers, and 
below the princes of the blood. 4 


act gf; #545:5 457 
Since the peace had been Kgnsd,, the that 
to breathe, rather ſupported by the hope of what was 
to come, than by their preſent ſituation; but the king, 
humbled as much by the conditions of the peace, as by 
the misfortunes of the war, had a mind ſtill tarniſhed 
by domeſtic diſgrace, Madame de Maintenon did not 
ſuffer any perſon to approach him, but thoſe who, by 
an undaunted adulation, confirmed him in his opinion 
of centering in himſelf. alone the conſtitutive: ſtate of 


the monarchy. As ſhe feared becoming dependent 
* 5 + # DN 


. 
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Auſſitòt que la conſtitution Unigenitus fut traduite, 


et entre les mains de tout le monde, chaque fociets 


devint une Ecole de theologie; toutes les converſa- 


tions furent infectees de la fureur de dogmatiſer; et 
comme le caractère national ne perd pas ſes — 
une diſſertation dogmatique étoit coupee par un 
vaudeville. Neanmoins cette bulle fut encore long- 
temps un ſujet de diſcorde. On ne confera les dis 
gnités ecelẽſiaſtiques, ni meme les poſtes ſubalternes, 


qu'z ceux qui prealablement acceptoient cette conſti- 


tution ; de ſorte qu'elle devint en France, à peu pres 


ce qu'eſt Vafte du Teſt en Angleterre, Le calme n 
ẽtẽ parfaitement retabli que ſur la fin du e 


ſuivant, apres l'expulſion des Jeſuites. 


Louis XIV, fur la fin de ſa vie, ne put r6fſter 


plus long-temps aux vives ſollicitations de ſes fils 
naturels, le duc du Maine et le comte de Toulouſe. 
L'amour paternel Vavoit d&ja porté à legitimer ces 


princes; ſon <dit fut alors enregiſtrẽ ſans obſtacle; | 


mais dans la ſuite le regent le fit revoquer, II en 
fut de mEme du rang qu'il venoit de leur donner au 


deſſus des ducs et . et immediatement après lee 


princes du ſang. 


Depuis que la paix Etoit te les nba conſe | 
mengoient | A reſpirer, plus ſoutenus Par Feſperance 5 


de l'avenir, que par leur ſituation preſente ;- mais le 
roi, auffi humilié par les conditions de la paix, que 


par les malheurs de la guerre, avoit encore Fannie 
flétrie de ſes diſgraces domeſtiques. Madame de 
Maintenon ne laiſſoit approcher de lui, que ceux, qui, 
par une intrepide-adulation, l'affermiſſoient dans Nopi - 
nion od il ẽtoit, qu'il concentroit en lui ſeul l' tat con- 
ſmſmitutif de la monarchie. Comme elle craignoit de tom- =. 
| > II. e | | ber 
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on a prince whom ſhe had made her enemy, ſhe | 
took advantage of her aſcendency over Lewis XIV, to 


determine him to make his will, by which he eſta- 
bliſhed a council of regency, making the duke of 


. > Orleans, his nephew, its chief, The mention of 


2 will was cruel to the ear of a king always treated as 
immortal; but its bitterneſs was ſoſtened by the thought 
of reigning even after his death. I have done it,” ſaid 
-he, <* becauſe they would have it ſo: but it will fare 
© with me, as it did with my father; when my eyes 
6 are cloſed, they will pay no regard to my will:? 
Which, in effect, happened. | 

The only diverſion which Lewis xV had at * 
cloſe of his days, was the public audience he gave to 
an ambaſſador from Perfia, who, it was ſaid, came to 
teſtify the admiration of the king, his maſter, for the 
grand monarch of chriſtianity. Never did Lewis ap- 
| pear with greater magnificence, than on the day when 
be received this homage. He was appareled in all 
his finery and the Jewels of the crown; his age, and 
even his dejected air, inſpired a fort of reſpectful 
piety, which increaſed the majeſty of his appearance. 
Many perſons pretended that this ambaſſador was only 
ſome adventurer, produced on purpoſe to divert the 
king from his melancholy, by recalling to his mind 
his former grandeur. 5 

Lewis XIV, feeling his decay, exerted himſelf e 
his ſtrength, that affairs might not ſuffer, from his 
bodily weakneſs; but his courtiers perceiyed at laſt 
that he was indiſpoſed. A pain which he felt in his 
thigh was treated as a ſciatick, when all at once he 
appeared to be attacked with a diſorder which 


rendered him inſupportable to himſelf and to all thoſe 
5, | who 
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ber dans la dependanee 4 un prince qu elle $*(toit 
mis à dos, elle profita de ſon aſcendant ſur Louis 
XIV, pour le detetminer 3 A faire fon teſtament, par 
| lequel il Etablit un conſeil de regence, dont le duc 


d' Orléans, ſon neveu, devoit & etre le chef. Le mot 


de teſtament Etoit cruel à Porcille d'un roi toujours 
traité d'immortel; mais Vide de rẽgner encore apres 
ſa mort en adopciſſoit ramertume. „Je l'ai fait,“ dit-il, 
8 parce qu'on Ia voulu; car du reſte, il en ſera de 


ce teſtament comme de celui de mon Pere : : quand 


ce Pzurai les yeux fermes on n' 7 aura aucun Egard.” 
Cs fut, en effet, ce qui arriva. | 
La ſeule diſtraction que Louis xIV 5 ſur 
fa fin de ſes jours, fut 1 audience publique qu'il 
donna x un ambaſſadeur de Perſe, qui venoit, diſoit- 
on, tEmoigner P admiration du roi fon maltre, pour 
| grand monarque de la chretiente. Jamais Louis 
voor paru avec plus. de magnificence, q que le jour 
qu il regut cet hommage. II portoit. dans ſa parure 
toutes les pierreries de la couronne; fa vieilleſſe, ſon 
air d'abattement mEme, inſpiroient une ſorte ae 
piẽtẽ reſpectueuſe, et ajoutoient à fa majeſté. Bean: 
coup de perſonnes pretendirent que cet ambaſſadeur 
nEtoit qu'un aventurier, produit pour tirer le roi 
de u melancholie, en lui rappelant fa grandeur alles, 
Louis XIV, fe ſentant ceperir, faiſoit Ehcore effort 
for lul- meme, pour que les affaires ne fouffriſfent p. point 
de ſon affaiſſement; mais les courtiſans x Sappergu- 
rent à la fin qu il Etoit incommode. On traitoit, de 
ſciatique une douleur qu'il refſentoit à la cuiſſe, bort 
que tout à coup il parut attaquẽ d'une maladie qui | le 
rendit à charge à lui meme, et à tous ceux qui Vappro- 
choient. C'ttoit la maladie qu'on nomme pediculaire, 
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who came near him. This was the diſorder called 
pedicular. It might be faid, that thoſe ſycophants to 
whom all his life he had been a prey, were now trans- 
formed into fo many inſeQs, that they might ſtill feed 
upon him in his tomb. A mortification which alſo 
ſhewed itſelf in one of his legs, announced his ap- 
proaching diffolution. The blood of kings, like that 
of other men, is ſubject to corruption. 

On his death- bed, though he could not ew "the 
follies of, his youth, nor the evils which his pride and 
ambition had occaſioned, he nevertheleſs preſerved 
all the firmneſs of his temper. Fortified againſt 
| approaching terrors, by the hazardous promiſes of 
Tellier, his confeſſor and the accomplice i in his faults, 
he doubted not of making ter ms with Heaven®, In 
effect, this adroit hypocrite knew ho to ſpare 
the dying monarch that remorſe which [commonly 


b Such was at that time the faſhionable creed of the court, a 
doctrine countenanced by the Jeſuits, the better to enſnare conſci- 
.ences: that great folks are not of the ſameclay as other mortals. 
One day a lady of rank, madame de Thianges, ſiſter to madame 
de Monteſpan, was converſing with a clergyman about the 
ſudden death of a prince, whole debanched life created 
ſtrong ſuſpicions about his ſalvation, « We muſt,** ſaid the, 
40 firmly rely on divine mercy, eſpecially for a' perſonage of 
41 his quality.“ 0. But, madam,” replied the abb&,.,...* Every - 
« thing you pleaſe,” the interrupted quickly: 4 I do not med- 
« gle with theology ; it t is not my buſineſs, —it is your's ; 
«© but dy know the world well enough to gueſs how things 
© are Aiſpoſed in eternity; and 1 am perſuaded that when 
40 the ſentence is to be paſſed on a perſon of ſuch high ex- 
« ration, if” he r oo yo be e 8 e 1 
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On eut dit q que ces ſycophantes dont il avoit &e la 


proie toute ſa vie, 8 ẽtoĩent transformés en aptant 


CinſeQes,, -pourf faire encore. de lui leur pature dans le 


tombeau. La gangrene, qui ſe manifeſta auffi > à une 
de ſes jambes, annongoit une diſſolution prochaine. 


Le ſang « des rois eſt comme celui des autres hommes, 


805 . 


ſujet aux effets de la corruption, 


Au lit de la mort, quoiqu'il ne püt ſe G | 
les Egaremens, de fa jeuneſſe, ni les maux que ſon 


orgueil et ſon ambition avoient cauſes, il conſerva, 
neanmoins, toute Ia fermets de ſon caraftere. For- 
tifis contre les fraycurs de. Vavenir, par les promeſſes 
haſardees de Tellier, ſon confeſſeur et le complice de 
ſes fautes, il ne doutoĩt point qu'il n'y eũt aver le ciel 
des accommodemens* .. En effet, cet_adroit Tartuffe ſut 
Epargner au monarque moribond les remords qui 
n ordinairement les conſciences coupables. 


* 


| * Tele Etoit 7 la dodrine en vogue 4 14 cour, doctrine ac- 
creditce par les Jéſuites pour mieux ſoduire les conſciences: 
que les gens de condition ſont d'une autre pate que le commun 


des hommes. Une femme de qualité, madame de Thianges, ſceur 


de madame de Monteſpan, s entretenoit un jour avec un ecelẽſi- 

aſtique, de la mort ſubite d'un prince, dont la vie debauchee 

faiſoit tout craindre pour ſon ſalut. 6-H faut,” dit-elle, ce tout 
, attendre de la miſEricorde divine, ſr-tout A I'Egard d'un 

* 5h perſonnage de ſon rang % Mais, madame, reprit rabbe, 

6 Tout ce qu'il yous plaira,” interrompit- elle, vivement : Je 


% ne.me.mele point de thEologie ; ce n'eſt pas 13 mon metier z | 


« c'eſt le votre ; mais j'ai aſſez d'uſage du monde pour de- 
ç viner comment les choſes s arrangent dans Ie ternits ; et 
10 je ſuis perſuadee que lorſqu'il s agit de prononcer lVarree 
« d'une perſonne de fi haute extraction, s'il faut h condam 
« ner, Dieu y regarde a deux fois. "A = 
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rends the eviity conſcience., It coſt the pride of Lewis 
only to breathe a late repentance, and to give the 
young prince, his ſueceſſor, thoſe exhortations, of 
which dying kings are not parſimonious. Endeavour 


to preſerve peace with your neighbours, ſaid he, 
embracing him, I have loved war too much, do not 


6 j mitate me in that, nor in the fooliſh expences I have 
c occaſioned. Relieve your people; do that which I 
* have been ſo unhappy as not to do myſelf.” He after- 


| wards, in the moſt affect ing manner, took leave of all the 


princes, princeſſes, and officers of his houſehold ; then 
looking on madame de Maintenon: That which con- 
c ſoles me in parting from you, ſaid he, is the hope 
- £6 that we ſhall ſoon meet again in eternity.“ She 
anſwered nothing to this adieu, which appeared to hurt 
her exceedingly, and ſoon after ſet out for Saint: Cyr. 
On going away ſhe only ſaid, . Obſerve the appoint- 
« ment he gives me; that man has never loved any 
ce one but himſelf.“ | | rig BRA: 


' Many circumſtances have led to a belief that Lewis 
XIV, in his laſt moments, made his vows of a Jeſuit 
in the hands of his confeſſor. This weakneſs ſhould 
not be ſurpriſing in a prince who was fimple enough 


: to believe in relicks, and even to wear them hang- 


ing from his neck, Certain it is, he was remarked to 
| have all the ſecurity of a man perſuaded that to be ad- 
mitted. into the Company of Teſus, waſhed away all 
crimes, and infallibly fecured ſalvation. He died the 
firſt of September, 1715, in the ſeventy-ſeventh mow 
of his age, and the feventy- third of his reign. 


At the death of Henry Iv, 'the French. ſhed "I 5, 
they ſmiled when. En SW died, the death of 


Lewis 
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I n'en couta à la fierté de Louis, que d'exhaler un 


tardif repentir, et de donner au jeune prince, fort 
ſucceſſeur, ces exhortations dont les rois mourafs ne 
font gueres avares. Tachez de conferver la paix 
Avec vos voifins, lui dit-il, en le ſerrant dans 
ſes bras; Jai trop. al mé la guerre, ne m'imitez pas 

en ccla, ni dans les folles depenſes que j'ai faites; 


6. Soulagez vos peuples, et faites ce que Fai eu le 


„% malheur de ne pouvoir faire moi-meme:” II fit 
enſuite ſes adicux de la maniere la plus touchäntez 
A tous les princes et princeſſes, et aux officiers de 
ſa maiſon; puis, regardant madame de Maintenen: 
Ce qui me conſole de vous quitter,” lui dit- il, . H eſt 
ec Peſperance. que nous nous rejoindrons bientöt dans 
«© Perernite.” Elle ne rEpondit rien à cet adieu, qui 
parut luĩ répugner beaucoup, et elle partit anſfirdt 
pour Saint-Cyr. Seulement elle dit en ſortant: “ dene 
je rendez-vous qu'il me donne; cet een n'a 
5 jamais aims que lui.“ 

Pluſieurs citeonſtanees ont ports 3 a croĩre que Louis 
XIV. dans ſes derniers motnens, avoit fait ſes vœur 


de Jeſuite entre les mains de ſon confeſſeur. Cette 
foibleſſe n' auroit rien de ſurptenant dans un prince 


qur. avoit la petiteſſe de croire aux reliques, et d'en 
porter meme de pendues à ſon cou, Ce qu'il y a 
de certain, c'eſt qu'on remarqua en lui toute la ſẽcu- 
rite d'un homme perſuade que d'erre aggrege à la Com- 
pagnie de Jlſus lavoit tous les crimes, et affuroit 
infailliblement le ſalut. II expira le premier de Sep- 
tembre, 1715, dans la ſoixante· et- dix · ſeptième anner 
de fon age, et la ſoixante- et- treizième de ſon rè ne. 
5 A la mort de Henri IV on pleuroit; on riot 4 
celle de Louis XIII; celle de Louis XIV cauft 
2193.4 | 5 K k 4 
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Lewis XIV rather cauſed joy than grief. A long 
reign, during which, after the ſcandal of the firſt 
years, ſo many wars had been wantonly undet- 
taken, ſo many men ſacrificed, ſo many impoſts ex- 
acted, ſo many troubles excited hoth in the church 
and the ſtate, naturally cauſed the nation to wiſh for 
aà new one. However, this reign, though in its be- 
ginning France was torn by inteſtine diviſions, and 
though it is marked with one of the moſt impolitic 
meaſures that could have been adopted, - the revocation 
of the edict of Nantz, - yet, upon the whole, this reign 
conſtitutes a glorious period of the French hiſtory. 
The number of great men in every branch of eivil and 
military ſcience rendered it illuſtrious. The protec- 
tion and encouragement given to arts and ſciences, 
and to all perſons of diſtinguiſhed genius, made the 
age of Lewis XIV in France to be compared to that 
of Auguſtus in Rome. But hence ĩt does not follow 
that theſe two princes ſhould be put on à parallel. 
On the contrary, this difference is to be obſerved be- 
tween them: that Octavius, by a happy and equitable 
government, cauſed his paſſions to be forgotten; whilſt 
Lewis, after having filled Europe with horrors, did 
not make his ſubjects more fortunate ;—Avguſtus had 
the glory of giving peace to the Univerſe; Lewis XIV 
was too happy in obtaining it from his enemies. 
Under his reign the laws were conſiderably re- 
formed. Many eminent magiſtrates aſſiſted in this un- 
dertaking, yet without being able to extirpate chi- 
cane. The king's ſeverity, in a great meaſure, refrained 
the fury of duels, which en . in proceſs 
of time, will extinguiſn. 
The uniform of the eee the of 15 the IR 
pots, the eſtabliſhment of the  grenadiers, ſchools for 
| ane 


Ca EXKUV LOUIS 5 _ 


vu 


Auant e apres 4. — Si Ph" nies, 


on avoit vu tant de guerres legérement entrepriſes. 


tant d' hommes ſacrifices, tant d'ĩm pòts exiges,' tant 
de troubles dans Veglife- et dans l'état, en faifoit 
naturellement dẽſirer un nouveau. Néanmoins, ce 


'  regne, malgre les diviſions inteſtines dont le roy- 


ume fut dechirẽ dans le commencement, et quoiqu'il 
ait ẽtẽ marquẽ dans la ſuiĩte par une dẽmarche abſolu- 


ment contraire à la ſaine politique, la  r6yocation de 


edit de Nantes, - ce regne, a tout prendre, forme une. 
des plus glorieuſes ẽpoques de Vhiſtoire de France. Le 
nombre des genies ſupericurs qui ſe ſont diſtinguẽs da 
toutes les branches des ſciences et des arts, et la 
protect ĩon qu'on leur a accordée, ont fait comparer 
le ſiscle de Louis XIV a celui d' Auguſte; mais 
Une s'enſuit pas que Fon doive mettre ces deux 
princes en parallele, II y a au contraire cette dif- 
ference entre eux; qu' Octave, par un empire 


heureux et juſte, fit oublier ſes fureurs; et que Louis, 


pr pk avoir rempli V Europe d'horreurs, nen rendit 
ſes ſujets plus fortunes ;—Avguſte ent la gloite 
donner la paix à l'univers; a a ſut trop 
evrevx de weng my ſes ennemis. em un 


* 
I 


Sous: = regne. les oi forent. confidsrablement 
_rEformees., Pluſieurs magiſtrats d'un merite Eminent 


J trayaillèrent, ſans pouvoir, neanmoins, Tappen A 
extirper la chicane. La ſẽvẽritẽ du roi rẽprima, en 


4 — - * 


grande paxtie, la fureur des duels; la raiſon, avec. Je 
4emps, achevera, peut-6tre, de Teteindre. 


Les uniformes des regimens, Fuſage de la bels 
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tem of the court to keep up an intoxication which 
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artillery, the body of engineers, the regular exerciſe 


of the troops, and the inſtitution of the order of St. 


Lewis, contributed much to bring the military art to 
perfection; an art, equally fatal and uſeful, which 
ſometimes ſecures the ſafety of EL; and _ is 
the ſcourge of the ane raves 2 215 165 

The Pan dg till thei i: OR e ü 
roſe to perfection. Three literary academies- afſem- 
bled in Paris thoſe geniuſes, who were born for the 
inſtruction of the world; and from thence knowledge 
and politeneſs were diffuſed through all the provinces, 
There ſprang, as it were, another French nation. The 


| poets and orators of the age deified, in ſome reſpects, the 


monarch under whoſe reignall thoſe prodigies were diſ- 


played; but he has been extolled with a degree of flattery 


which is a diſgrace to ſcience, and which nothing but 
the moſt inexcuſable vanity in the prince could have 
ſuffered. Theſe exceſſive praiſes were, indeed, equally 
the cauſe of the great events, as of the defects of his 


reign; ſince, on the one hand, it inſpired} him with 


unbounded ambition, which rendered him the general 
diſturber of the tranquillity of Europe; and, on the 


other, prompted him to that liberal encouragement 


of ſcience, which. contributed to bring forward and 
put into action thoſe great men, to anger Re Ah 


| glory of bis reign was _ due, 


The entbufiſea- which the anjeltic! peasanee of 


| 14075 XIV raiſed in bis time, bas continued more than 


a century, and it is hardly till the preſent” #ra that it 
begins to diſappear. It fuited the prevailing ſyſ- 


was 
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tillerie, le corps des ingénieurs, les exercices ; replies 
des troupes, Vinſtitution de Fordre de 8. Louis, 


contribuèrent beaucoup a perfectionner Vart mili- 
taire ;—art également utile et funeſte, qui fait quel- 


Selon la ſureté des états, mais qui eſt le ne” 


. ſouvent le fleau du genre humain. 

La langue Frangoiſe, juſqu'alors groſſière et in- 
forme, fut portce a ſa perfection. Trois acadẽ mies 
littsraires, Etablies a Paris, raſſemblèrent ces génies 
nõs pour eclairer le monde; et de cette ville, comme 
d'un centre commun, les connoiſſances et Purbanite 


ſe répandirent dans toutes les provinces. II ſe. 
forma, en quelque ſorte, une nouvelle nation Fran- 


goiſe. Les pottes et les orateurs du temps deifie- 
rent, pour ainſi dire, le monarque ſous qui toutes 
: | CES merveilles 8 'apererent ; mais leurs louanges reſ- 
pirent un ton de flatterie qui d ſhonore la ſcience, 
et dont Vexceflive vanite du prince pouvoit ſeule 
ne pas s offenſer. Ces eloges outrẽs furent égale- 
ment la cauſe, et des grands ẽvẽnemens de ſon regne,' 


et des grandes fautes qui ſe commirent; car d'un 


<9ts ils inſpirèrent au monarque cette ambition d&- 


meſuree,, qui le rendit le perturbateur general de 
L Europe; et de l'autre ils le porterent a donner aux 


ſciences un noble encouragement, qui mit en 
action le Lenie, et produiſit cette foule de grands 
hommes à qui toute la gloire de ſon regne eſt * 
ment due. 

L'enthouſiaſme que Fextericur ail de Lovis 
XIV fit naitre dans ſon temps, a dure plus d'un 
fidele,et ce n eſt gucres que de nos jours qu'il commence 
aſe diſſiper. II entroit dans le ſytteme dominant de 


1 cour, d' entretenir une ivreſſe 1585 Etoit favorable 
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was favourable to its plan of deſpotic adminiſtration a 
therefore, a as long as the Baſtille ſtood, no writer would 
have dared openly to expreſs his ſentiments on this 
prince. It might have been ſaid that it was forbid, at 
that time, to write his life, -unleſs by concluding! ſa 
making him a great man. The opinion of ſome hiſ- 
torians, nevertheleſs, prevails, through. the praifes 
which they could not help offering ; but, in general, 
no credit can be given to thoſe in pumerable eulogiums 
which have been laviſhed on him, both from the pulpit 
and in the academical ſittings. Among theſe avowed 
panegyriſts there is one, however, the abbẽ Maury, a 
declared partiſan, and undaunted champion of arbi- 
trary power, who has ſucceeded in his praiſes of 
Lewis XIV, in a manner both noble and fimple. 
„This monarch, n ſaid he, had at the head of 
0 « his armies; Turenne, Conde, Luxembourg, Catipat, 
« Crequi, Boufflers, Monteſquiou, Vendoſme and 
„ Villars;—Duqueſne, Tourville, Du Guay-Trouin, 
«© commanded his fleets Colbert, Louvois, Torey, 
„ Pomponne, were called to his councils ; Boffuet, 
ce Bourdaloue, Maffillon, taught him his duties ;—, 
4 his firſt ſenate had Molé and Lamoignon | for 
„ chiefs, Talon and d'Agueſſeau for organs ;— 
Vauban fortified. his citadels ; ;—Riquet dug his 
© canals ;—Perrault and Manſard conſtrued his 
46 palaces ;—Pujet, Girardon, Le Pouſſin, Le Sueur, 
« and Le Brun embelliſhed them;—Le Nautre laid 
« out his gardens ;—Corneille, Racine, | Moliere, 
<6 Quinault, La Fontaine, La Bruyere, and Boileau 
40 enlightened bis underſtanding, and. amuſed his lei- 
& ſure;—Montauſier, Boſſuet, Beauvilliers, Fenelon, 


64 Huet, F 8 and — 35 leury tutored his 
„ chil- 
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à ſon plan FE ee deſpotique; auſſi, tant 
qu'il y a eu une Baſtille, n'a. t-on ofe ex pliquer 
ouvettement ſur le compte de ce prince. Il etoit, 
pour ainſi dire, defendu alors d'Ecrire ſa vie, ſans 
finir par trouver en lui le grand homme. La fagon 
de penſer de quelques hiſtoriens perce, nẽanmoins, à 
travers le tribut de louanges qu ils n'ont pu fe dif- 
penſer d 'offrir ; mais en general on ne peut ajouter 
foi aux Eloges ſans nombre qu'on lui a prodigues, 
et dans les chdires, et dans les ſeances acadẽmiques, 
Parmi ces pan&gyriſtes de profeſſion, il en eſt un cepen- 
dant, 1 'abbe Maury, partiſan declare, et champion i in- 
trepide. du pouvoir arbitraire, qui a reuſh a a lover Louis 
XIV d'une maniere ẽgalement noble et fi imple, 
oy Ce monarque, dit-il, „ cut à la tẽ te de ſ.s 
6 armeecs, Turenne, end Luxembourg, Catinat, 
10 Crequi, Boufflers, Monteſquiou, vendôme et 
60 Villars ;—Du Queſne, Tourville, du Guay-Trouin, 
« commandoient ſes eſcadres ;—Colbert, Louvois, 
4 Torcy, Pomponne, Etoient appeles à ſes conſeils; 
«' Boſſuet, Bourdaloue, Maſſillon, lui annongoient 
% ſes devoirs —ſon premier Senat avoit Molé et 


60 Lamoignon pour chefs, 'F alon et d' Agueſſeau pour - 
TY organes ;—Vauban, fortifioit ſes citadelles ;—Riquet 


« creuſoit ſes canaux ; Perrault et Manſard con- 


1 ſtruiſojent ſes palais ;—Pujet, Girardon, Le Pouſ· 


Th fin. Le Sueur et Le Brun les embellifſoient;— 
% Le Navtre def noit ſes jardins ;—Corneills, Racine, 
&« Moliere, Quinault, La Fontaine, La Bruyere, 
« Boileau, Eclairoient ſa raiſon, et amuſoient ſes 


6 Joifirs ;—Montauſi ier, Boſſuet, Beauvilliers, Fenelon, 
« Huet, Flechier, Pabbe de Fleury, Eleyoient ſes 


«6 ' enfans,” BEEN C'eſt, AVEC c cet auguſte, cortege., de' genies 
V « immor- 
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children. It is with this auguſt” train of immor- 
tal geniuſes that Lewis XIV, ſupported by theſe 
% great men, whom he knew how'to put and keep in 
4 their Faes places, offers himſelf to the eyes of 
* poſterity.” Bur that poſterity, whoſe ſufftages are 
ſo adrojtly ſought after, will not ſuffer herſelf to be 
dazzled by this brilliant train. Although ſhe is to 
welcome, in a diſtinguiſhed manner, the great men 
who compoſe it, —yet, as ſhe does not, jadge ſlightly 
and from hearſay, ſhe will bring to trial the mo- 
narch carried to her, as it were, in triumph; and 
aſter having diſcovered that he has been leſs com- 
mendable for his virtues, than notorious by his vices, 
will place him, not by the ſide of Charlemagne, or 
even Lewis the Fat, but with ſuch as Charles the Bald, 
Philip the Fair, and Lewis XI. Let the latter might 
be offended at the compariſon ; for Lewis XI, cruel 
to the Great, becauſe they barred his authority, flat- 
tered the people, whoſe money he freely diſpoſed 
of, only,” ſaid he, * to ſpare their blood; whereas 
Lewis XIV, who found the Great pliable and fubmiſ- 
five, who met with no reſiſtance, was howevet neither 
ſparing of the blood nor money of the people, Emu- 
lating the heroes in the fable, he may have appeared 
great in the eyes of ſervile courtiers, idolizing miſ- 
treſſes, cringing miniſters, hypocritical prieſts, who 
by turns extolled and deceived him. But the wiſe, 
who do not ſuffer themſelves to be impoſed upon 
by external | graces, and meaſure the grandeur of 
monarchs by their having laboured for the happineſs 
of their people, will never ſee in Lewis XIV but an 
ordinary man, endowed, it-is true, with the qualities 
which make a handſome prince, but deſtitute of thoſe 
which form the great king. c 
| 2 4 He 
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% immortels, que Louis XIV .appuye ſyr tous ces 
% grands hommes, qu'il ſut mettre et conſerver à 
4“ leur place, ſe preſente aux regards de la poſterite.” 
Mais. cette poſterits, dont on cherche fi adroitement 
a .capter les ſuffrages, ne ſe laiſſera pas Eblouir par ce 
; brillant cortege. Tout en accueillant d'une manizre 
diftingu6e les grands hommes qui le .compoſent,— 


comme elle ne juge pas ſur parole, elle fera juſtics 


du monarque qu'on lui porte, pour ainfi dire, 
en triomphe; et apres avoir reconnu qu'il à été 
moins grand par ſes, vertus que par ſes vices, elle 
le placera, non à cõtẽ de Charlemagne ni meme 
de Louis le Gros, mais parmi les Charles-le-Chauve, 
les Philippe-le-Bel, et les Louis XI. Encore celui- 
ci pourxoit-il s'offenſer du parallèle; car Louis XI, 
eruel envers les grands, parce qu'ils ge noiegt. ſon 
autorité, flatteit le peuple, et <.n'en prodiguoit 
- uh argent, diſoit- il, * que pour en epargner le 
% ſang;” au lieu que Louis XIV, qui trouva les 


: grands ſouples et ſoumis, et a qui rien fie rẽſiſtoĩt, 
n' pargna eependant—ni l'argent ni le ſang du peu- 
ple. Emule des heros de la fable, il a pu paroſtre 
grand aux yeux de courtiſans ferviles, de mattreſſes. 
idolatres, de miniſtres rampans, de prétres hypo- 


crites, qui Vencenſoient et le trompoient tour à tour. 
Mais le ſage, qui ne fe laiſſe point prevenir par 
un extérieur impoſant, et qui meſure la grandeur 
des monarques ſur le bien qu'ils ont fait a leurs 
peuples, ne verra jamais dans Louis XIV qu'un 


homme très- ordinaire, dove, il eſt vrai, des qualités 


qui ſont le beau prince, mais een de celles In 
font le (eas roi. 
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He was a good king, which is as yaluable as being 


5 great one.” Such is the encomum to which his 


moft moderate hiftorians confine. their praiſes ; and 
this is what is commonly ſaid of kings who afford 
no great matter of praiſe. But he muſt have been 
ſomething ! or elſe he would have been a,rcal mon- 
ſter. Beſides, is there any man who does not feel a 


| ſecret pleaſure in being good, wWwho does not think. it 


a glory. to be ſo? How then can be explained this 
pretended goodneſs of Lewis XIV; when, at the ſame 


tꝛme, hiſtorians are obliged to conſeſs that he was an 


egregious egotiſt? It is ' becauſe, his goodneſs and 
affability, his patience ſo much boaſted, of, and even 
his extreme politeneſs to ladies, were all in him the 
conſequence , of a ſettled reſolution to appear great 
in eyery. thing: thus the moſt commendable qua- 
lties in other men, took in him quite a — 


tint, becauſe he made them ſerye bis news ff mag] 
ficence and vanity, 14 % 


A deſpot through als Wore py x a. he 
carried i in the commerce of life, in his pleaſures, and 


even his amours, a ſtatelineſs and pride inherent 1b 


dis diſpoſition. Not better acquainted with the rights 


of man than, the law of nations, it was, from the — 


maxims of true machiaveliſm, he had formed his 

plan of conduct, and calculated all his ſieps and 
movements. He forgot nothing which could inſpire 
a kind of veneration for his perſon... He enjoyed a 
trifling ſatisfaction i in ſeeing thoſe abaſhed on whom he 


| fixed his looks, All gaye way before a monarch, whoſe. 
frongeſ paſſion. was to be. abſolute and to appear 


Content with having adorers,. he did not take 
proper care io Kſerve Kicnds, little anxious at being 
deprived 


”u 


nem LouTrs' xiv. 6 


II &toit bon, ce qui vaut bien autant que d'tre 
0 « gende. Ceſt I' eloge auquel ſe bornent ceux de 
ſes hiſtoriens les plus moderes; et c'eſt commune- 
ment ce qu on dit des rois dont il n'y à preſque 
rien à dire. Mais il falloit bien qu'il füt quelque 
choſe ! autrement gauroit ẽtẽ un vrai monſtre. D'ail- 
leurs, quel eſt homme qui ne trouve un ſecret 
plaiſir qui ne mette ſa gloire à &tre bon? Com- 


- 


ment done expliquer cette pretendue bontẽ de Louis 


XIV, puiſqu'on eſt oblige de convenir en meme 
temps qu'il Etoit fort perſonnel ? Gee eſt que ſa bontẽ, 
for! affabilité, fa patience tant vantée, et juſqu'a 
ſu politeſſe extreme” envers les dames, tout Etoit chez 


lui la ſuite d'un parti pris de parottre grand en 


tout; 'ainfi les qualites les plus eſtimables dans tout 
zutte, prenoient en lui une teinte toute _differente, 
parce qu'il les faiſoit entrer dans ſes vues de ma- 
griificence et de 'vanite. 

Deſpote par gout et par principe, 11 portoit dans 
le commerce de la vie, dans ſes plaifirs, et meme 
dans ſes amours, une morgue et une fierte inhs- 
rente à ſon caractère. Auſſi peu verſe dans h con- 
noiſſance des droits de Thomme, que dans celle du 
droit des gens, c'eſt d' après les maximes du plus 
pur michiavelifme, qu'il s*ctoit forme un plan de 


conduite, qu'il calculoit tous ſes mouvemens, toutes 


ſes deémarches. II n'oublioit rien de ce qui inſpiroit 
une ſorte de veneration pour ſa perſonne. I Loutoit 
une ſatisfa&ion pperile A voir baiſſer les yeux A ceux 
qu'il regardoit. Tout fléchiſſoit devant un mo- 
narque dont la plus forte paſſion etoit d'etre abſolu 
et de le parottre. © Content d'avoir des adora- 


m__ il ſe mertoit peu en peine de meEriter. des amis, 


— — ñꝓü˖ üAumſ A not cnc et. 8 cm + £944 
7 8 7 — 


2 
* 
þ 
>» 
1 
EE: 
T6 <4 
E 
13 


rr 


n 


Ter eee 


257 LEWIS XIV. Car. XXIV. 


deprived of a bleſſing which the Sadie of his ſub- 
jets could enjoy. Infatvated with himſelf, and a 
flave to his own grandeur, he would have been afraid 
to expoſe the dignity of his throne, if he had, in 


| the. boſom' of his family, yielded to the charms of a 


ſweet familiarity. His wife, his ſon, and even his 
brother, were always impreſſed with fear in his 


| preſence ; they could not, without hazarding his diſ- 


pleaſure, relax from a ſevere decorum, or an irkſome 
etiquette. A profound reſpect, a blind deference, a 
boundleſs ſubmiſſion and ſuppleneſs, were the means 


of gaining his confidence. To cope with him, to 


ſhew a conſciouſneſs of having a kind of ſuperiority 
over him, was a ſure means of diſgrace. He was 
only fond of wit which might contribute to the ſplen- 
dour of his court, to his pleaſures, to his entertain- 
ments, to the glory of his reign,—wit, Which could 
neither embarraſs nor make him jealous. ; All merit 
which might do him any harm, gaye him umbrage. His ä 
brother, who had been ſo little formed for warlike ex- 
ploits, being, nevertheleſs, crowned with laurels, by 
the victory of Caſſel, had thereby excited his jealouſy; | 
no more armies were given him to command, becauſe 
Lewis himſelf, being acquainted only, with carrying 
on ſieges, and not with war in the feld, had never 
given battle. 
During tho ſe periods of his life, in which 55 was 
moſt ſanguine for his miſtreſſes, they were, like other 
people, ſubjected to make painful condeſcenſions, of 
which he alone perceived not the conſtraint. Nei- 
ther the inconvenience of pregnancy, nor any other, 


could prevent their travelling, or the leaſt etiquette 


of the court. It was * they ſhould be in 
„5 
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et ne ſentoit pas qu il fe privoit par la d'un bon- 


heur dont le plus pauvre de ſes ſujets ponyoit 3 jouir. 
Infatué de lui-méme, et eſclave de ſa propre gran- 


deur, il auroit craint de compromettre la dignité 
du tröne, il fe füt livre dans le ſein de ſa famille, 
aux charmes d'une douce familiarite. Sa femme, 
fon fils, fon frere meme, furent toujours devant 
lui dans la crainte; ils ne pouvoient, ſans courir 
riſque de lui deplaire, ſe relicher d'un ſevere deco- 
rum, ni d'une Etiquette gEnante. Reſpect profond, 
deference aveugle, ſoupleſſe et ſoumiſſion ſans bornes, 
tels Etoient les moyens de s'introduire dans fa con- 
fiance, Lui tenir tete, lui donner à connottre qu'on 
fe ſentoit fur lui une fotte de ſuperiorits, 'cEtoit 


un moyen für de diſgrace, II n'aimoit que Fefprit 


qui pouvoit | contribuer à Pagrément de fa cour, 2 
{cs plaifirs, à ſes fetes, à la gloire' de ſon règne, 


Feſprit, dont il ne pouvoit ètre ni embarraff ni jaloux; , 


Tout mérite, qui pouvoit le bleſſer, lui portoit ons 
brage.” Son frere, qu'on avoit fi peu formé pour les 
exploits guetticrs, stant neanmoins couronhe des lau- 
fers de la victoire à la baraille de Caffe], avoit par ttla 


meme excite {a jalouſie e; Il ne lui donna plus d armee 


I commander, parce que lui-meme, au fait ſeulement 


de la guerre de ſiége, et nullement de la guerre” de 


i Ken 


campagne, n'avoit jamais donné de bataille. 


Dans les temps de fa. vie les plus vifs pour ſes 


mattreſſes, elles ctoient, comme les autres, aſſujetties à 


des complaifances penibles, dont lui ſeul napper- 


cevoit pas Ta gene. L'incommodité des groffelles, 


ni aucune autre, ne pouvoit les difpenſer des voya- 


ges ni de Petiquette de la cour. II falloit etre en 


* 


brand babſt, ares, ſerr6es dans leurs corps, danſes, 


Era = veiller, | 
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full dreſs, and laced very tight, dance, ſit up, keep 


table, be preſent at all entertainments, always gay and 
cheerful, depart at a moment's notice, without ſceming | 
to mind either cold, heat, wind, or duſt. It was only 
on approaching the age of infirmities that madame de 
Maintenon herſelf was releaſed from theſe. conſtraints. 
Yet would he not be thwarted. in any of! his habits. 


At appointed hours he went to ſee her in her. apart- 


ment, where he ſettled himſelf as if it had been his 


oven, without thinking that ſhe would be in the leaſt 


incommoded by the buſtle which his preſence « occa- 


fioned. If he appointed there either game or muſie, 


neither the head- ach nor any other indiſpofition would | 
prevent him. It Was neceſſary to ſubmit witllout 
complaining. 

This haughtineſs, 2 8 in fact, ee lo 
odious, Lewis XIV had in ſome meaſure imbibed from 
his infancy. Born, as it were, upon the throne, 
the habit of ſceing himſelf the end and centre of every 
attention, had accuſtomed him not to eſteem others, 


. whoever, they might be, but for his, own ſake. But 


this very ſtatelineſs was beſides a ſort of veil to 


cover his profound ignorance, which proceeded, _— 


from a defect in ſenſe or mind, but from bad 
education. Of this he himſelf was ſo much aſhamed, 
that one day, in a moment of regret, theſe words 

eſcaped him: Were there no rods in my kingdom 
„ which could force me to ſtudy ?” This was pre- 
ciſely what Mezarine had, taken ſo. much care not to 
allow him. On the contrar the dawnings of great 
talents, and perhaps of, great virtues, which he had 
manifeſted. in his infancy, were ſeduouſly ſtifled. He 


- had eee, dk as a King ho! ſhould be: 91 
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| veiller,” tenir table, etre de toutes les fetes, toujours 
gaies et de bonne compagnie, partir à la minute, ſans 
paroltre fe ſoucier du froid, du chaud, du vent, de 
la pouſſiè jère. Ce ne fut qu'en approchant de Page 
des infirmités, que madame de Maintenon elle meme 
put s'affranchir inſenfiblement de cette gene. En- 
core falloit-il qu? il ne füt contrarie en rien dans 
ſes habitudes, Aux heures marquees, ul alloit la 
trouver dans ſon. appartement, S'y etabliſſoit comme 
| dans le fie en propre, ſans s 'imaginer ſeulement qu'elle 
püt e etre incommodée du fracas qu 'amenoit ſa pre- 
ſence, Sil deyoit y avoir jeu du muſique, le mal 
de tete, ou toute autre indiſpoſition, n 'empechoit rien 5 
11 falloit. ſouffrit fans ſe Pre. 988 


£315 {3 


a miete mY Louis XIV, qui dans le fait le 
rendoit halſſable, 11 Favoit, pour ainſi dire, ſucee 
avec le lait. Né preſque ſur le trone,” I'habitude de 
ſe voir le but et le centre de toutes les attentions, 
Paboit accoutume à n'eſtimer les autres, quels qu'ils 
fuſſent, que pat rapport à lui. Mais cette morgue &toit 
encore une forte de voile dont il couvroit ſa proforide | 
Ignorance, —ignorance qui provenoit, non d'un defaut 
d'eſprit ou de ſens, mais de ſa mauvaiſe éducation. 


II en e@toit quelquefois fi honteux lui-meme; qu'un 


jour, dans un moment de regret, il, lui echappa de 
A Eft-ce qu'il n'y avoit point de verges dans 
„ mon royaume, pour me forcer à Etudier'?” C'stoit 
5 preciſẽment ce dont Mazarin ſe ſeroit bien donné 
de garde. Au contraire meme, les germes de Stands 


talens, et peut- Etre de grandes vertus, qu'il avoit 


montrés dans Venfance, on s'étoit applique a les 
Souter. On Pavoit Eleve en roi qu'on veut tenir toute 


1 | ſa 


1 
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in tuition all his life time. The. only wiſh was to 
make bim a theatrical king, fit merely for repreſenta- | 
tion. | Thus he had been taught nothing but the jargon 
of royalty, and care had been taken to form his ex- 
terior alone, With regard to the interior, it had been 
purpoſely neglected; ſo that he was not all he might 
have been, but he was made what otherwiſe, per- 
haps, he never would have been ; that is to ſay—a bad 
ſon, —bad brother, —bad huſband, —bad father, and, 
conſequently—a bad king, Idolatrous of falſe, he never 
knew true glory, which conſiſts in being moderate, 
juſt and prudent ; led on by his natural liking to 
pride, fortified in his preſumptuous ideas by the con- 
tinual praiſes of his courtiers and miniſters, | he was, 
altogether, the ſcourge of his neighbours, the tor- 
mentor of his ſubjects, and the author of his own 
mis fortunes. 


We muſt, nevertheleſs, 55 Lewis xIV. the 8 
10 ſay, that attentive to decency, he knew better than 
any other prince the art of captivating hearts by 
well-timed words. The ducheſs of Burgundy, when 
very young, was jeſting at ſupper upon the uglineſs of 
an officer preſent. 1 eſteem him, madam,” ſaid 
the king, one of the handſomeſt men in my 
* kingdom, for he is one of the moſt brave,” 


The education of Lewis XIV had been Vn 
matt? this created in him the deſire of watching 
over that of his children. Men truly illuſtrious by 
their virtues, talents, and tenets—a Montaufier, a Boſ- 
«Fact, 4 Beauvilliers, and a F enelon, were entruſted 
*with this precious charge. . choice ever Werfted 
greater applauſe. | . 


The 


} 
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ſa vie en tutelle. On n'en vouloit faire qu'un vrai roi 
de theatre, bon ſeulement pour la repreſentation. Auſſi 
ne lui avoit-on appris que le Jargon de la royauté, 
et n'avoit · on pris ſoin de former que ſon extErigur. 
Quant a ſon intérieur, on Pavoit nglige A deſſein; 
de ſorte n ne fut pas tout ce qu'il auroit pu 
etre, et qu 'on le rendit ce qu'il n'auroit peut-Etre 
jamais Eté,— —mauvais fils, —mauvais frere, - mauvais 
mari,—. mauvais pere, et, par conſcquent,— mau- 
vais roi. Idolatre de la fauſſe gloire, il ne connut 
jamais la véritable, qui conſiſte a etre modere, JURE 
et prudent; entralné par ſon penchant naturel a 
Forgueil, fortifié dans ſes idées preſomptueuſes par 
les louanges perpetuetles de ſes courtifans et de ſes 
miniſtres, il fut a la fois le fléau de ſes voiſins, le 
tourment de ſes ſujets, et Partiſan de ſes propres mal 


heurs. ä 
Il faut neanmoins rendre a Louis XIV la juf- 


"tice de dire, quattentif aux bienſcances, il connoiſ- 


foit, mieux quiaucun autre prince, Part de captiver 
les cœuts par un mot place à propos. La ducheſſe 
de Bourgogne, encore très- jeune, plaiſantant a ſouper 
far la laideur d'un officier qui Etoit préſent: * Fe 
4 le trouve, madame, hai dit le roi, „ un des plus 
i beaux hommes 00 mon e car a un 4. 
plus braves.“ | FLA 
Lducation de 5 XIV avoit £66 2 neghges ; 5 
eſt ce qui lui fit ſentir Vimportance de yelller à 
celle de ſes enfans.. Des hommes. vraiment illuſtres 
par leurs vertus, leurs talens, et leur doctrine, un 
Montauſier, un Boſſuet, un Beauvilliers, un Fenelon, 
furent charges. de ce precieux; depots... Ta choix 
ne merita plus d'tre applaudi. Suniggs 1578518 
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The poet Simonides, being charged with making che 
eulogy ofa wreſtler, found his ſubject ſo harren, that he 
Was obliged to have recourſe to common- place mat - 
| ter, and he dwelt upon the exploits of Caſtor and 
Pollux. This muſt nearly happen to whoever: undertakes 
the praiſe. of Lewis XIV; and the nomenclature of the 
abbe. Maury,, which has been recited, feems to quf · 
tify this aſſertion. Ja effect, the -moſt intereſting 
hiſtory that can be given of the reign. of this prince, 
will be that of thoſe great men by ham; be was 
ſurrounded, and of whom he borrowed bis glory. 
But the limits of this abridgment do not per- 
mit us to enter into details of ſuch à nature, Ne- 

vertheleſs, in the number of. thoſe. celebrated men, 
there are ſome ſo illuſtrious and. virtuous, that 1 
| would be cenſurable to paſs e e in filence, - + 

no 2197 10 K 

| At their head may be placed Tarenonsn This able. 
general poſſeſſed, in a ſupreme degree, che art of mak- 

ing himſelf feared, without the hazard of being hated ; 
of making himſelf beloved, without lofipg his au- 
thority, without relaxing. from neceſſary diſeipline. 
He atiached, by the ties of reſpect and. friendſhip, thoſe 
who. commonly, are held only by the dtread of pu- 
niſhment; by his moderation, he commanded an eaſy 
and voluntary obedience. Both a general and à father, 
it was > by: an inviſible chain he eee eee 
raged My e gathers, and Fave to. 23 "= 
portunity of adyancement, of overcoming, their, -mis-: 
fortunes, or of repairing their faults ; by, that, diſin- 
tereſtedneſs, which led him to prefer, what was moſt 
5 to the Hates, to what wight he, moſt g'orious to 
| him» 
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Le podte Simonide, charge de faire” Feloge d'un 
atiilete, trouva ſon ſujet fi ſtérile, qu'il fut oblige” 
de recoutir à des lieux communs, et il fe rejeta 
ſur les exploits de Caſtor et de Pollux. C'eſt; à peu 
ptès, cd qui doit arriver à quiconque entreprendra de 
lover Louis XIV; et la nomenclatore de Vabbe 
Maury, que Fon a citce plus haut, ſemble juſtifier 
cæxtte aſſertion. En effet, Vhiſtoire la plus intereſ- 
ſante que l'on püt donner du regne de ce prince, 
ce ſeroit celle des grands hommes dont il etoit 
entouré, et de qui il empruntoit fa” gloire. Mais 
les hornes de cet abrege ne permettent pas Tentrer. 
dans des''dEtails de cette nature. Neanmoins, dans 
je nombre de ces hommes cElEbres, il y en a cu 
de ſi illuſtres et de ſi vertueux, qu on ſeroit rEpre- 
henſible de les paſſer ' ſous filence, © 

A leur tete on peut placer Turenne. Cet habile 
vert ed e ee degre, Part de be faire 


582 


| ada perdre de ſon Norte” 85 Wt re- 
lächer de la diſeipline necefſaire. II attachoit par 
| des nœuds de 'reſpeR et d amitiẽ ceux qu'on ne reti- 
ent ordinairement que par la crainte des ſupplices; 
il ſe Re? rendre . 4 moderation une obciſſance 


SESEE 


enſemble,  &er6it 'par* une inviſible chaine qu il en- 


trainoit les volontés; par cette bonte, avec laquelle 
il '<ncourageoit les uus, excuſoit les autres, et don- 
noit à tous le moyen de s' avancer, de vaincre leur 


malheur, ou de reparer leurs fautes; par ce definte-. 


110 


reſſement, qui le portoit a preferer” ce qui Etoit plus 
utile à ret à ce qui pouvoit Etre plus Sloreur 


5 par cette juſtice, qui dans la diſtri- 
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bimſelf ; by that juſtice which, in the diſtribution of 
employments, did not ſuffer him to follow his own 
_ anclination/ to the prejudice of merit; by that noble- 
neſs of heart and ſentiment, which raiſed him above his 
own greatneſs; by a regular and uniform conduct; by 


merit ſhining and exempt from pomp and oſtentation; 


by an univerſal rectitude, which led him to apply to 
every duty, and to reduce all to their juſt and natural 
ends; by a happy habit of being virtuous, not for the 
ſake of the honour, but the juſtice of being ſo. 
After the glorious inſtances of eſteem and confi- 
dence, beſtowed upon him by his prince, what projects 
of eſtabliſhment and fortune might not have been 
accompliſhed by an ambitious and avaricious man 
what riches and honours might he have amaſſed ! 
how dearly might he have ſold his many labours and 
ſervices ! But Turenne, wile and difintereſted, con- 
tent with the teſtimonies of conſcience, and rich i in his 
moderation, found in the pleaſure of well-doing, the 
recompenſe of having well done. Though he might 
have obtained every thing, he neither aſked nor pre- 
tended to any thing. He deſired only a frugal com- 
petence between poverty and riches; and whatever 
offers were made him, he never extended his deſires 
but in proportion to his wants, which he ever confined 
within the narrow bounds of abſolute neceſſity. There 
was but one ambition capable of affecting him, that of 
meriting the eſteem and good will of his maſter. 
This ambition was ſatisfied, but it did not diminiſh 
his modeſty. No general ever did greater things, and 
ſpoke of them with greater reſerve. Did he obtain 
any advantage? he gave it to be underſtood, not as re- 


GG from his own abilities, but the miſtakes of the 
8 : J enemy. 
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bution des emplois, ne lui permettoit pas de ſuivre 
ſon inclination au prejudice du mérite; par cette 
nobleſſe de cœur et de ſentimens, qui Velevoit au 
defſus de ſa propre grandeur ; par une conduite rẽ- 
guliere et uniforme; par un mérite Eclatant, et ex- 
empt de faſte et d'oſtentation; par une droiture uni- 
verſelle, qui le portoit a 5 appliquer à tous ſes de- 
voirs, et à les reduire tous A leurs fins juſtes et 
naturelles; par une heureuſe babitude d'etre vertueux, 
non pas pour e e mais pour la 1 qu'il 
| y a de Fetre. | 
Apres les glorieuſes marques Geſtims et de con- 
: hits que lui avoit donnees ſon prince, quels projets 
d'ẽtabliſſement et de fortune n'auroit pas faits un 
homme avare ct ambitieux ! qu'il evit amafle de biens 
et d' honneurs! qu'il ent vendu cherement tant de 
travaux et de ſervices | Mais Turenne, ſage et deſin- 
| terefſe, content des témoignages de ſa conſcience, et 
riche de ſa moderation, trouvoit dans le plaiſir qu'il 
avoit de bien faire, la recompenſe d'avoir bien fait. 
Quoiqu'il pit tout obtenir, il ne demanda et ne pre- 
tendit rien. 11 ne deſira jamais qu'un état frugal et 
honnete, entre la pauvreté et les richeſſes; et quel - 
ques offres qu'on lui fit, il n'etendit ſes deſirs qu'a 
proportion de ſes beſoins, ſe reſſerrant toujours dans 
les bornes Etroites' du ſeul néceſſaire. Il n'y eut 
qu'une ſeule ambition qui fit capable de le toucher, 
celle de meriter Peſtime et la bienveillance de ſon 
maſtre. Cette ambition fut ſatisfaite, mais elle ne 
diminua point ſa modeſtie. Jamais général ne fit 
de plus grandes choſes, et ne les dit avec plus de 
retenue. Remportoit-il quelque avantage ? à Venten= 
are, ce nẽtoit = qu'il füt habile; mais Fennemi 
s' toit 


if N 
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enemy. Di he gion the account ofa. battle? lie for- 
got nhing, but that it was he who had gained it. 
Did lie relate any of thoſe actions which rendered him 
fo faizous? it might have been fappoſed lie was only a 
ſpectator, and there remained a doubt whether he or 
Fame were miſtaken. Did he return from thoſe glorious 
campaigns which make his name immortal? he ſhun- 
ned the popular applauſe; be bluſhed at his victo- 
ries he c:me to receive . as 'orhors would con 
ee to make e e »ß- m 0 


cJe- is eh poſſible of alle eee with 
out mentioning another general, firſt his rival in 
glory, afterwards the companion of his labours; 
Conde, whoſe brilliant exploits merited him the ſur- 
name of Great. This prince, great · grandſon of an 
unele to Henry IV, was born with ſo ſtrong a mili- 
tary genius, that by a ſort of natural impulſe, it might 
be ſaid almoſt inſtinct, he choſe the beſt poſts,” ratiged 
his troops in the moſt advantageous manner, ſap- 
ported the different bodies of his army by each other, 
made them attack © with vigour, fougbt courageouſly 
at their head, never loſt his compoſure even in the 
heat of battle; ſaw every thing which happened, and 
took advantage of every incident in ſuch à manner as 
not to let the Jeſt favourable one eſcape him Vet this 
hero in war was but à very middling politician at 
court. He knew not how to act ' opportunely, The 
honour he had acg red gave him at firſt ſome weight; 
but his capacity being tried in councils and intrigues, 
he was found inferior to his reputation. He was in- 
capable of application and reflection; he committed 


imprudences, had ſeveral weakneſſes, and was even 
f | fie- 
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$*ctoit trompé. Rendbit-il compte Gabe bataille ? T1 
n'oublioit rien, ſinon que c toit lui qui Pavoit gagnee. 
Racontoit- il quelques: unes de ces actions qui Vavoient 
rendu ſi céëlèbre? on eũt dit qu'il n'en avoit été 
que le ſpectateur, et Pon doutoit ſi ciẽtoit lui qui 
fe trompoit ou la Renommee. Revenoit- il de ces 
glorienſes campagnes qui rendront ſon nom immor- 
tele rII fuyoit les acelamations populaires; il rougiſ- 
ſoit, de ſes victoires; il venoit recevoir des one 
comme on vient faire des apologies. | 

On ne peut gueres parler de Turenne, ſans 8 
encore mention d'un autre general, d'abord ſon rival 
de gloite, et enſuite le compagnon de ſes travaux, 
Condé, à qui les plus brillans exploits. ont merite le 
ſurnom e Grand. Ce piince, arrière- petit - fils d'un 
oncle de Henri IV, ẽtoit ne avec des talens ſi decides 
pour la guerre, que par une ſorte d'impulſion na- 
turelle, on pourroit preſque dite d'inſtinct, il choi- 
ſiſſoit les meilleurs poſtes, rangeoit ſes troupes de 
Ia manière la plus avantageuſe, faiſoit ſoutenir les 
differens corps de ſon armèe les uns par les autres, 
les faiſoit attaquer Avec vigueur, combattoit à leur 
tẽte avec courage, ne perdoit jamais ſon ſang · froid 
au plus fort meme; de la melee, voyoit tout ce qui 
arrivoit, et ſaififſait ſes ayantages ſuivant les incidens:du 
combat, dont aucun ne lui Echappoit. Néanmoins, cc 
berog à la guerre n'a ẽtẽ à la cour et dans les affaires 
qu un tres -médiocre politique. II ne ſavoit point 
prendre ſon parti à propos. La gloire qu'il avoit acquiſe 
en impoſoit d'abord ; mais quand on avoit- ſondẽ ſa 
capacité dans les intrigues, on le trouvoit: bien in- 
ferieur à ſa reputation. - II n'avoĩt point Feſprit de 
8 ſuite et de reflex ion; il wean ene 
510 % 2g DUS 281485 y 1613797 be de avoit 
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frequently guilty of injuſtice. War had hardened 
his heart, and he began rather late to cultivate his 
mind. If the advantages of birth had not given him 
the command of armies, whilſt he was yet in the 
flower of his age; if the time in which he lived had 
not been full of troubles and continual wars, his 
military talents would have been loſt, and the prince 
de Condé would, perhaps, never have borne the ſur- 
name of Great. 

Conde, being made a tool of by the cardinal Ma- 
zarine and the Spaniards, into whoſe ſtates he had 
been obliged to retire, returned to France after the 
peace of the Pyrenees : he found himſelf as great a 
warrior as ever, and it appeared that he had loſt none 
of his military merit. He beat, at Senef, the ſame 
enemies of France, at the head of which he had fought 
Turenne, at the battle of Dunes; and when falling 
a prey to infirmities, he was obliged to retire "AF 
court and the army, the ſame man, who once poſſeſſed 
in ſo high a degree the dreadful talent of kkilfolly ma- 
naging ſword, fire, and deſtruction, proved in his lat - 
ter days a noble, generous, and beneficent prince, the 
arbitrator of taſte, and protector of learned men, by 
whom he delighted to be ſurrounded. ES 

Turenne, of a leſs illuſtrious birth, and whoſe re- 
putation in war was not ſo brilliant as that of the 
prince de Conde, had, perhaps, upon the whole, as 
much military merit. He placed it in che moſt ad- 
vantageous point of view, becauſe his talents being 
acknowledged had procured him employment. He 
| had, perhaps, others, which his extreme modeſty and 
reſerved character hindered him from making known. 
He was thought capable of being at the head of a party, 


becauſe he refuſed it, But if his military ſuperiority 
| Was 
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avoit des foibleſſes, et ſouvent meme ſe rendoit cou- 
pable d'injuſtice. La guerre avoit endurei ſon cœur, 
et ce fut aſſez tard qu'il commenęa à cultiver ſon 
eſprit. Si les avantages de fa naiffance ne l'euſſent 
pas mis a portée de commander des armees, n'ẽtant 
encore qu'a la fleur de ſon àge; ſi le ſiècle dans lequel 

il vivoit n'cüt pas été un temps de troubles et de 
 guerres continuelles, ſes talens pour la guerre euſ- 
ſent été en pure perte, et le prince de Conde n'eũt 
peut-etre jamais ports le ſurnom de Grand. 

Conde, joué par le cardinal de Mazarin et par les 
Eſpagnols, dans les Etats deſquels il avoit été oblige 
de ſe retirer, revint en France apres la paix des Py- 
rendes; il ſe retrouva auſſi grand guerrier, et Lon 

vit qu'il n'avoĩit rien perdu de fon mërite militaire. 

II battit à Senef ces memes ennemis de la France, à 
la téte deſquels il avoit combattu contre Turenne 
a la bataille des Dunes; et lorſque, aſhege par les 
infirmités, il fut contraint de ſe retirer de la cour 
et du ſervice, le meme homme qui pofſedoit dans un 
degre {i ſuperieur le funeſte talent de conduire avec 
art la ruine, les incendies et les maffacres, ſe montra 
les dernieres annees de fa vie un prince bienfaiſant, 
genereux, magnifique, arbitre du gout, et protefteur 
des gens de lettres, dont il aimoit a s'environner. 

Turenne, moins grand par ſa naiſſance, et bien 
moins brillant a Ja guerre que le prince de Conde, 
avoit, peut- etre, au fond, autant de mérite militaire. 
II le mit au grand jour, parce que ſes talens ayant 

Etẽ reconnus, on les employa. II en avoit, pent-etre, 
| @C'autres, que fon extreme modeſtie et la reſerve qui 
entroit dans ſon caractère Pempechoient de develop- 
per. On a cru capable d'etre chef de parti, parce 
qu'il n'a jamais voulu Ietre, Mais fi ſa ſuperiorite 

militaire 
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was balanced by that of M. de Condé, the qualities of 
his mind were always looked upon to be ſuperior to 
thoſe of his rival. He was as "compoſed in the ca- 
dinet as in the field; and this hero in war was a 
mild and amiable individual in ſociety. He did not 
become a Catholic, till it was too late to ſuſpect his 
change of religion to proceed from motives of am- 
bition or intereſt. His death was equally regretted by 
the ſoldiers and people; an eulogium which no gene- 
ral had merited, ſince the en ages of the nm 
Republic and EmpirG. 

This is the parallel which the . Boſſuet, 
biſhop of Meaux, has made of theſe two great men. 
It was an aſtoniſhing ſpectacle to ſee them at the ſame 

time, and in the fame campaigns, ſometimes at the 
head of ſeparate corps, ſometimes united, ſtill more 
by the concurrence of the ſame thoughts, than by 
the orders which the one received from the other; 
at other times oppoſed front to front, and both the one 


and the other redoubling activity and vigilance, 'How ¾?ẽ/ã 


many encampments and wonderful marches, - what 
boldneſs and precautions, hom many perils and re- 
ſources! Were there ever ſeen the ſame virtues in 
two men, with characters ſo different—not to ſay con- 
trary ? One ſeemed aftuated by ſudden illumination“, 
the other by deep reflections. Turenne was conſe- 
quently more lively, but his warmth had nothing of 
precipitation: Conds, ſeemingly more compoſed, but 
without any thing of dulneſs, more ready to act than 
ſpeak, reſolute and determined within, even when he 
appeared embarraſſed without. The former, as ſoon as 
he appeared among armies, gave an exalted idea of 
his valour, and raiſed an expectation of ſomething 
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militaire a 6tE balancee par celle du prince de Conde, 
les qualites de fon coeur ont toujours été reconnues 
pour ᷑tre chez lui fort ſuperieures I celles de ſon rival. 
II portoit dans les conſeils le mEme- ſang-froid” que 
dans les batailles, et ce heros a la guerre étoit un 
particulier doux et aimable dans la ſociete. - Il n'em- 
braſſa la religion Catholique, que lorſqu'il ne fut plus 
poſſible de le ſoupgonner d'avoir change de religion 
par ambition ou par intërèt. II fut également pleureé 
des ſoldats et des peuples; éloge qu'aucun general 
n'avoit mérité depuis les beaux fiecles de la N 
que et del Empire Romain e 
Voici le parallele que le famenx Boduet, 8 
de Meaux, a fait de ces deux grands hommes. C' 
_ -6te un ſpectacle étonnant, de les voir dans le e 
temps et dans les memes campagnes, tantot à la tete 
de corps Aepares;; tantot unis, plus encore par le 
concours des memes---penſces, que par les ordres 
que un recevoit de l'autre; tantòt | oppoſes front à 
front, et redoublant l'un dans autre l'activité et la 
vigilance. Que de campemens, que de belles marches, 
que de hardieſſe, que de precautions, que de'perils, 
que de reſſources! Vit-on jamais en deux hommes 
les mòmes vertus, avec des caractères ſi divers, pour 
ne pas dire fi contraires? L'un paroiffoit agir par de 
ſoudaines illuminations; et Pautre, par des réflexions 
proſondes. Turenne, par conſẽquent plus vif, mais 
fans que ſon feu eũt rien de precipite : Condé, d'un 
air plus froid, mais ſans jamais avoir rien de 
lent, plus hardi à faire qu'à parler, rẽſolu et deter 
min au. dedans, lors meme qu'il paroiſſdit embar- 
raſſẽ au dehors. L'un, des qu'il paroiſſoĩt dans les 
armies, donnoit une haute idée de ſa valeur, et faiſoĩt 
attendre quelque choſe d' extraordinaire; mais toute 
Yor, 1, Mm | fois 
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extraordinary; but, however, advanced by order, and 


_ arrived, as it were, by degrees, at thoſe prodigies which 


finiſhed the courſe of his life : the latter, hke one 
inſpired, was, from. his firſt battle, equal to the moſt 
conſummate maſters. The one, by firiking and con- 
tinual efforts, commanded the admiration. of man- 
kind, and put envy to fience : the other caſt, at 
firſt, ſo radiant a light, that envy dared not attack 
him. In fine, the. one by the depth of his genius, and 
the incredible reſources of his courage, exalted himſelf 
above the greateſt perils, and even knew how to profit 
by the fickleneſs of fortune: the other, by the advan- 
tages of high birth, by the noble ideas which. Heaven 
_ endowed him with, and by a fort of admirable inſtinct 
of which mankind knows not the ſecret, ſeemed born 
to draw fortune into all his defigns, and to force the 
deſtinies. And that great but different characters may 
always be ſeen in theſe two men: Turenne, carricd 
off by a ſudden ſtroke, like Judas Maccabeus, died for 
his country; the army bemoan him as a father, the 
court and all the people groan ; his piety is praiſed 
| like his courage; his memory is not to be faded by 
time: Conde, raiſed like a David to the height of 
glory by his arms, like him dies in his bed, pub- 
liſhing the praiſes of God, inſtructing his family, and 
leaving every heart filled both with the eclat of his 
life, and the calmneſs: of his death. What a ſpectacle 
to ſee and to contemplate theſe two men, and to 
learn from each of them, the e which ee 5 
to the other? | 
Aſter having paid a 1 5 We to | theſe two 

| great men, the illuſtrious and eloquent prelate could 


not — to Has like other Os his grain of 
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fois s'avangoit par ordre, et venoit comme par de- 
grés aux prodiges qui ont fini le cours de fa vie: 


autre, comme un homme inſpire, des fa premiere }. 


bataille s'égale aux matitres les plus conſommes. 
L'un, par de vifs et continuels efforts emporta l'ad- 
miration du genre humain, et fit taire Perivie : Pau- 
tre jeta d'abord une fi vive lumière qu'elle n'oſa Vat- 
taquer. L'un, enfin, par la profondeur de ſon genie, 
et les incroyables reſſources de ſon courage, $'Ele- 
voit au-defſus des plus grands perils, et ſavoit meme 
profiter de toutes les infidélités de la fortune: l'autre, 

et par Pavantage d'une ſi haute naiſſance, et par ces 
grandes penſees que le ciel envoie, et par une eſpèce 
d'inſtin& admirable, dont les hommes ne connoiſſent 
pas le ſecret, ſembloit ne pour entrainer la fortune 
dans tous ſes deſſeins, et forcer les deftinees.. Afin 
que Pon vir toujours dans ces deux hommes de 
grands caractères, mais divers; Turenne, emporte d'un 

coup ſoudain, meurt pour ſon pays comme un Judas 
le Machiabee; Varmee le pleure comme ſon pere, la 


cour et tout le peuple gemit ; fa piete eſt louẽe comme 


ſon courage; ſa memoire ne fe flétrira point par le 
temps: Condé, Eleve par les armes au comble de 
la gloire comme un David, comme lui meurt dans 
ſon lit, en publiant les louanges de Dieu, inſtruiſant 


fa famille, et laiſſant tous les cœurs remplis tant de 


Peclat de fa. vie, que de la douceur de fa mort. 
Quel ſpectacle c'etoĩt que de voir et d'étudier ces 
deux hommes, et d'apprendre de chacun eus toute 
Teſtime que meritoit l'autre!““ | 
Apreès avoir rendu un juſte hommage à ces (des 
grands hommes, Villuſtre et Eloquent &veque ne peut 
F d'offrir, comme les autres flatteurs, ſon 
Mmz2 * | Hy 
be Os 


A 1 


' 
* 
: 
: 
1 
5 
$ 
C7 
: 
'T; 
1 
: 
"Fil 
* 
j 
+ 
©£L 3h 
* 
1 
5 
5 
* 
* 
f 


j 
«7 
N 1 
mg 3 
15 


. 
* 
* 
þ : 

YER YC 5 > p 
. 4 wh -< e 
P ae SY 

She bg - 6 
ESE, 


. 
2 8 . Y anne 
err no 

kno CT <3 4 I. ——— . 


- — 
- N rr 


” - 
> 3 


_—_ 


266 LEWIS xiv. Cuar. XXXIV, 


incenſe to the idol. This,“ ſaid he, * is the ſpec- 
« tacle which our age has ſeen, and what is till 
1 more grand, it has ſeen a king employ thoſe great 
« chiefs, and after he is deprived of them. by the 
10 death of one and the illneſs of the other, conceive 
* ſtill greater deſigns, execute ſtill greater things, 
« rife even above bimſelf, ſurpaſs the hopes of his own 
1 + people, and the expectations of the world :—ſo high 
* his courage, ſo vaſt his intelligence, ſoglorious his 
« deſtiny !” This fawning language, which favours 
much of the intriguing and courtly prelate, but which 
unfortunately the event did not juſtify, is reported only 
to ſhew how much the moſt celebrated men of the 
age of Lewis XIV had their eyes faſcinated, and that 
they themſclyes foſtered the pride of the monarch, 
How was it poſſible to ſtand againſt flattery, when it 
guſhed out with ſo much aſſurance from the mouth 
of a Boſſuet? Lewis muſt have had the. virtue of an 
angel, to preſerve his ſenſes from intoxication. 
Nothing, undoubtedly, could be more intereſting 
than to give the portraits—of a Luxembourg, the 
worthy pupil of the great Conde, whom the ſoldiers 
lamented as their father, and the nation as one of its 
moſt illuſtrious defenders, —of a Boufflers, renowned 
ſor his probity, his zcal, and his valour, who regarded 
neither ſtation nor rank when his country required 
his ſervices, and whoſe heart, as it were, ſurvived 
his diſſolution; of a Catinat, the bulwark of 
France, and the Cato of his age of a Tourville, 
whoſe loſs would have been more regretted by Louis 
XIV. than that of all his fleets ;—of a F Enelon, cele- 
brated by the graces of his mind, the beauty of his 
ſoul, the purity of his morals, the grandeur of his ſen- 
Fments, and whoſe life was ſo well , that at 
| 5 it 
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grain dencens à Vidole.. © C'eſt,” dit-il, “ le ſpec- 
6 tacle qua vu notre ſiscle, et ce qui eſt encore plus 
% grand, il a vu un roi ſe ſervir de ces deux grands | 
„ chefs, tt après qu'il eſt prive Jeux, par la mort 
„ de l'un et les maladies de l'autre, concevoir de 
plus grands deſſeins, exEcuter de plus grandes choſes, 
+ s'elever au- deſſus de lui- meme, ſurpaſſer et Peſpe- 
«© rance des fiens, et l'attente de univers : tant eſt 
4 haut ſon courage, tant eſt vaſte ſon intelligence, 
c tant ſes deſtinces ſont glorieuſes!” Cette tirade, qui 
decèle Pintriguant et le prelat de ne, mais que par mal- 
heur Pevenement n'a pas tout A fait juſtifice, on ne 
1a rapporte que pour faire voir à quel point les hom- 
mes les plus cẽlèbres du fitcle de Louis XIV Wen 
les yeux faſcines, et qu'eux-memes nourriſſoient “or- 
eil du monarque. Comment tenir contre la flatterie, 
and elle ſort avec autant d'aſſurance de la boucke 
d'un Boſſuet? Il eũt fallu à Louis la vertu d'un ange, 
pour que la tfte ne lui tournãt pas. eee 
EKien, ſans doute, ne pourroit intẽreſſer rings 
que de donner les portraits d'un Luxembourg, digne 
Eleve du grand Condé, que les ſoldats pleurèrent 
comme leur pre, et la nation comme un de ſes plus 
illuſtres defenſeurs;—d'un Boufflers, renommẽ pour 
ſa probite, ſon zEle et ſa valeur, qui ne connoiſſoit ni 
tour ni rang quand il Etoit queſtion de ſervir ſa patrie, 
et en qui le cœur eſt mort le dernier d'un Catinat, 
le rempart de la France, et le Caton de ſon ſiècle 
d'un Tourville, dont Louis XIV auroit plus re- 
gretté la perte, que celle de ſes flottes; d'un Fene- 
lon, célèbre par les grices de ſon eſprit, la beauté 
de ſon ame, la pureté de ſes mœurs, la nobleſſe de 
ſes ſentimens, et chez qui tout étoit ſi bien com- 
| paſſé, qu'on ne lui trouva a ſa mort, ni argent ni 
| | M m 3 ; | dettes ; — 
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his death he left neither money nor debts ;—in a word, 
of a multitude of perſons commendable. for their 
learning, their merit and their virtues, | This would, 
in ſome manner, make amends for the ſcandalous paris 
of Lewis XIV's life. But the moſt firiking contraſt 
which can be preſented, is the character of the grandſon 
of this monarch, Lewis, duke of Burgundy, a young 
prince of extraordinary merit, and who, if he had at- 
tained the age of manhood, w have united, 
in an eminent degree, all the qfalities which diſtin- 
guiſh a great king. Beſides, al in the courſe of this 
work ſo few eſtimable and virtuous princes are 
found, who have merited praiſe, it would be in- 
excuſable, When by chance one is met TOs: to pole 
him over in ſilence. - 
The Dauphin, Lewis, known under tho, name of 

Monſeigneur, only ſon of Lewis XIV, was of a meek 
and amiable diſpoſition; his - eulogium extends no 
farther; : Born with a ſhallow underſtanding, he ſup- 
plied no deficiency by acquired knowledge. Educated 
by Boſſuet and Montauſier, he proved that cul- 
ture produces but little on a barren ſoil. Without 
either vices or virtues that were ſtriking, he paſſed 
his life as obſcurely as his rank would permit; having 
no reſource againſt wearineſs but the table and the 
chaſe, He was, in ſhort, one of the beſt of men, and 
the moſt indifferent of princes. Without delicacy 
of ſentiment, or even of gallantry, he had his miſ- 
treſſes ; and, like bis father, finiſhed by a MAS of 
conſcience. 

But the duke of e his eldeſt 5 the prince 
20 is here alluded to, partaking leſs than either 
bis father or grandfather i in bodily qualifications, was 
their ſuperior 1 in thoſe of the heart and mind, Brought 


ve 
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dettes; — en un mot, d'une foule de perfonnages re- 
commandables par leur ſavoir, leur mérite et leurs 
vertus. Ce ſeroit une ſorte de dẽdommage ment pour 
tout ce que la vie de Louis XIV a pu offrir de 
ſcandaleux. Mais le contrafte le plus frappant que 
Jon puiſſe préſenter, Ceſt le portrait d'un petit- fils 
de ce monarque; Louis, due de Bourgogne, jeune 
prince d'un rare mérite, et qui, s'il eat vécu age 
d'homme, auroit probablement reuni, dans un degré 
ſupérieur, toutes les qualites qui font le grand roi. 
II y a en, @ailleurs, dans le cours de cet ouvrage, 
ſi peu de princes eſtimables et vertueux dont on 
ait pu faire Léloge, que lorſque par haſard il s'en 
rencontte un, on ne ſeroit pas excuſable . de le e ; 
ſous filence. 
Louis Dauphin, connu ſous le nom * Afon> 
ſeigneur, fils unique de Louis XIV, avoit dans le 
caractère de la douceur et de la bonté; ſon . Eloge 
ne s'étend pas plus loin. Né avec un eſprit borne, 
il n'y ſuppléa par aucunes connoiſſances acquiſes. 
Eleve par Boſſuet et Montauſier, il prouva que la 
culture produit peu dans un ſol ingrat. Sans vices 
ni vertus d'eclat, il paſſoit ſa vie auſh | obſcurẽment 
que fon rang le pouvoit permettre; n'ayant de reſ- 
ſource contre Pennui, que la table et la chaſſe. C'ẽtoit 
enfin le meilleur des hommes, et le plus mediocre 
dies princes. Sans deélicateſſe de ſentiment; ni meme 
de galanterie, il eut quelques maitreſſes, et finit, 
comme for pere, par un mariage de conſcience. 
Mais le duc de Bourgogne, ſon fils ain, le prince 
dont il eſt ici queſtion, moins bien partagẽ que ſon père 
et ſon aleul du c6t6 des qualités du corps, lear:etoit 
; Bon evan etl SEE As cœur et de e 'Eleve 
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up in the midſt of a ſuperſtitious court, where devo- 
tion, and ſtill more hypocriſy, began to be in faſhion, 
he was inſtructed only in the practice of a frivolous 
devotion, ſubſtituted to principles of virtue. Such 
were the leſſons of his infancy. Happily he paſſed into 
the hands of men; there were ſome at that time, 
and when kings ſeek for them, they find or cauſe 
them to riſe. The wiſe Beauvilliers, the virtuous 
Fenelon, the one governor, the other preceptor, ex- 
perienced how difficult it is to efface firſt. impreſſions, 
This young prince was born with ſuch defects as 
wrought terror for their conſequences. So fiery, that 
he was ready to break the clocks when they ſtruck - 
the hour that called him to thoſe things he did not 
like, and to ſhew his yexation, in a moſt unaccount- 
able manner, againſt the rain, when it ' contradicted 
is defires; reſiſtance put him in a fury, and an ar- 
dent paſſion led him into all he was forbidden. His 
vivacity bordered even on impetuoſity, and in his early 
years he could never learn any en but * two 
things at a time. Marcs 1 
What was moſt eee in e was an PI 
pride, arifing from the facility with which he ſeized 
the weak fide of an argument, and embarraſſed his 
maſters with queſtions as captious as they were in- 
genuous. He mimicked every ridiculous act ion with 
juſtneſs, and reproached it with an irony the more cruel 
as it was witty. Yet he felt extreme grief when his paſ⸗- 
ſion was over. He was conſcious of his failings, con- 
feſſed them, was exaſperated with himſelf, and ſome- 
times manifeſted ſuch remorſe, as would almoſt recall 


his fury. _ Beſides, his lively, active, piercing mind, 


obſtinate againſt difficulties, gave him aſcendency over 
i fhing- ah Ds the, ſeeds of natural good- 
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au milieu d une cout ſuperſtitieuſe, od la devotion; 
et encore plus Phypocrifie, commengoient à étre à 
la mode, il ne fut inſtruit que des pratiques d'un 
devotion minutieuſe, qu'on ſubſtitua à des principes 
de vertu. Telles furent les legons: de ſon enfance. 
Il paſſa heureuſement entre les mains des hommes; 
il y en avoit alors, et quand les rois les cherchent, 
ils les trouvent ou les font naitre. Le ſage Beau- 
villiers, le vertueux Fenelon, Pun gouverneur, l'autre 
,precepteur, 'Eprouverent combien il eſt difficile hg f 
facer les premieres impreſſions. | oa 
Ce jeune prince Etoit ne avec des deut A faire 
trembler pour la ſuite. Fougueux juſqu'a vouloir 
briſer les pendules quand elles ſonnoient Pheure qui 
5 Pappeloit à ce qui ne lui plaiſoit pas, et juſqu'àa 
s' emporter de la plus etrange maniere contre la pluie 
lorſqu'elle contrarioit ſes deſirs; la rẽſiſtance le met- 
toit en fureur, et un gout ardent le portoit a tout 
ce qui ẽtoĩt defendu. Sa vivacite alloit juſqu'à rl impe- 45 
tuoſitẽ, et jamais, dans le premier age, il ne vint à bout 
de rien apprendre, qu'en faiſant deux choſes à la fois. 
Ce qu'il y avoit de plus dangereux en lui, toit 
un grand orgueil, provenant de ſa facilite a ſaiſir le 
foible d'un raiſonnement, et à embarraſſer ſes maĩtres 
par des queſtions captieuſes autant que naives. 
11 attrapoit tous les ridieules avec juſteſſe, et les repro- 
choit avec une ironie d' autant plus cruelle qu'elle ẽtoĩt 
ſpirituelle. On lui trouvoit, cependant, une grande 
douleur quand Pemportement &toit paſſe. Il ſentoit ſes 
fautes, les avouoit, s'irritoit des rechutes contre” lui- 
mème, et en montroit quelquefbis un depit qui alloit 
juſqu'à rappeler fa fureur. D'ailleurs, ſon eſprit vif, 
actif, pergant, opiniàtre contre les difficultes, le en. 0 
dit bĩentõt tranſcendant dans tous les genres. Enfin, 


les "uns d'un bon naturel, preſque Etouffes par la 
7 premiere 
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neſs, almoſt ſtifled by former education, all at once 
diſplayed themſelves, Beauvilliers was hearkened to, 
and Fenelon inſpired his virtues into his pupil. 

Socrates boaſted of having rectiſied, by the efforts 
of philoſophy, the vicious difpofition which he by 
nature poſſeſſed. The duke of Burgundy might have 
claimed the fame praiſe ; but he attributed his ehange 
to a principle which forbade him to glorify himſelf; 
he gave all the honour of it to religion, whereby he 
had one virtue more than Socrates. He was naturally 
intemperate, cholerick, violent, proud, ſpiteful, oſten- 
tatious, diffipated; he became temperate, - indulgent, 
patient, modeſt, humane, ceconomical, and attentive 
to his duties. 
Lewis XIV, Who was always ating and never a 

father to his ſon, affected the ſame fliffneſs' with his 
. _ grand-ſon; but, at the death of the Dauphin, he ap- 
| peared more free with the duke of Burgundy, and 
began to acquaint him with affairs. Then there ap- 
peared in this prince an aſtoniſhi ag change. He had 
before appeared timid, cloſe, uncultivated, conftrain- 
ed, and every where embarraſſed; a ſtranger in his 
own houſe, as troubleſome by the imprudent preci- 
ſion of his virtue, as by the application of his know- 
ledge: in ſhort, in the midſt of the court he was like 
a perſon in pain, who knows that he is loſing his 
time, and is always eager to leave company for better 
employment; he found himſelf at eaſe Sah in his own 

cloſet. | 
Thus it xk; much ſurpriſe to och him pay 
ing and giving himſelf up to company, being free 
and gay, doing the honours of the ſaloon at Marly, 
where he appeared engaging and majeſtic. The chaſe 
was s only a momentary talk. An eaſy, inſtructive 
| conver- 
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premiere Education, ſe developperent tout-a-coup. 


Beauvilliers ſe fit écouter, et F enclon inſpira ſes 
vertus a ſon Eleve. 

Socrate fe glorifioit d'avoir reQifie par les efforts 
de la philoſophie, le caractère vicieux qu'il tenoit 
de la Nature. Le duc de Bourgogne auroit pu ſe 
 donrier le meme eloge; mais il attribuoit ſon change- 
ment à un principe qui lui defendoit de s'en glo- 


rifier; il en donnoit tout Phonneur a la religion; 


ce qui lui faiſoit une vertu de plus qu'à Socrate. 


II étoit ne intemperant, colère, violent, orgueilleux, 


mepriſant, faſtueux, diſſipẽ; il ſe fit temperant,. in- 


dolgent. patient, modeſte, humain, Saen appli- 


qué a ſes devoirs. 

Louis XIV, qui Etoit Joo roi et Jamais pere 
avec ſon fils, affeftoit la meme roideur avec ſon 
petit-fils; mais a. la mort du Dauphin, il parut plus 


libre avec le duc de Bourgogne, et il commenga A 
lui donner connoiſſance des affaires. II ſe fit alors 


extérieurement en ce prince un changement qui 
Etonna. On Vavoit vu auparavant timide; concentre, 


ſauyage, contraint et embarraſſe par- tout, comme 


Etranger dans ſa propre maiſon, auſſi incommode 
par la precifion de ſa vertu, que par l' application 
imprudente de ſon ſavoir: enfin, au milieu de la 
cour, il ctoit comme un homme en peine, qui ſait 
qu'il perd ſon temps, et toujours prefle de quitter 
la compagnie pour le mieux employer; ſon cabinet 
Etoit le ſeul lieu on il ſe trouvat à ſon aiſe. 
On fut donc bien ſurpris, quand on le vit ſe 


eee ſe. montrer, ſe donner au monde, y &tre ' 


libre et gai, tenir le fallon de Marly, y paroitre 
àccueillant et majeſtueux. La chaſſe ne fut plus que 
Pentretien du moment. One converſation aiſce, i in- 


ſtructive, 


oe . 
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ee ER directed with choice, charmed the wiſe 
courtier. The prince knew how to introduce hiſ- 
torical anecdotes, which appeared naturally to occur, 
interſperſed with digreons on arts and ſciences, the 
happy mixture of which engaged altogether the eye, 
the ear and the heart, The deſire of paying their 
court, was in many perſons, not ſo much the cauſe 
of ſurrounding him when he appeared, as to heark- 
en to him, to draw from him an inftrution—rendered 
delightful by the agrecableneſs of a ſoft and natural 
eloquence. They anticipated the happineſs of ſerving . 
a future maſter, judged capable of being ſo by the 
great fund of knowledge of every kind, and by the 
uſe they foreſaw he could make of it; beſides, being 
gracious, obliging, full ofattention to rank and birth, 
and to the age and acquirements of every one. 
Admiration, eſteem, and affection, were carried to 
the utmoſt; the people were ſo much delighted, that 
they could never be tired of praiſing him; they enquired 
of each other whether he was the ſame man,—whe- 
ther what they ſaw was a dream or a reality. From 
the court to Paris, from Paris to the moſt diſtant pro- 
vinces, his reputation flew with incredible rapidity. 
They were charmed with the dawning of an Aurora, 
that promiſed order and happineſs, after ſo much con- 
fuſion and ſo many calamities. Madame de Mainte- 
non, raviſhed with theſe applauſes, - through attach- 
ment to the Dauphineſs, her pupil, and enchanted 
to meet with a Dauphin, upon whom ſhe might rely, 
inſtead of another who diſliked her, devoted herſelf 
to him, and conſequently the king alſo, She taught 
him in what manner he ſhould behave with regard to 
the monarch, to put on an air of reſpect and ſuh- 


miffion more marked than uſual, to ſhew a more 
conſtant 


- 
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ſtructive, et adreſſee avec choix, charmoit le cour- 
tiſan ſage. Le prince ſavoit y amener des traits 
d'hiſtoĩre qui paroiſſoient ſe preſenter d' eux-mëmes, 


coupes par des digreſſions ſur les ſciences et les arts, 


dont Pheureux mélange faiſoit ouvrir A la fois, les 
yeux, les oreilles et les cœurs. La ſoif de faire fa 


cour, eut en plufieurs moins de part à Penvironner 


des qu'il paroifloit, que celle de l'entendre, de puiſer 
dans ſon entretien une inftruftion—rendue dElicieuſe 
par Pagrement d'une eloquence douce et naturelle 
On' ſe nourriſſoit d'avance du bonheur de ſervir un 
maſtre futur, juge fi capable de l'etre par un grand 
fonds de connoiſſances de toute eſpece, et par uſage 
qu' on prevoyoit qu'il en fauroit faire; en outre gra- 


cieux, obligeant, plein d'attention au rang, à la Dates 


ſance, a Lage, # NOI de chucud. 


* a 


0h Feſtime, Rar 8 0 la joie 
publique faĩfoĩt qu'on ne pouvoit tarir ſur ſes lou- 


anges; on ſe demandoit les uns aux autres fi c' toit 


bien le méème homme, fi ce qu'on voyoit Etoit ſonge 
ou realits, De la cour à Paris, de Paris au fond 
des provinces, ſa reputation vola avec une rapidite 
incroyable. On fut charmé de voir, poindre une 


Aurore, qui promettoit de Pordre et du bonheur 


apres tant de confuſion et de calamites. Madame de 
Maintenon, ravie de ces applaudiſſemens, par -amitie 
pour la Dauphine qui Etoit ſon élève, et enchantee 


de trouver un Dauphin ſur qui elle pouvoit comp- 
ter, au lieu d'un autre qui ne l'aimoit pas, ſe livra 
a lui, et par cela meme: lui livra le roi. Elle lui 


| apprit comment il falloit ſe comporter à Pegard, du 
monarque; avoir un air de reſpect et de on, 


plus marque 9227 arg une aſſiduĩtẽ de cour- 
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conſtant aſſiduity as a courtier. Theſe attentions 
had their effect; the grand- father became a 8 and 


a tender father to his grand - ſon. 


Lewis XIV after having for ſome time tried the 
duke of Burgundy, was charmed to find in him a 
prince whoſe underſtanding and diſcernment rendered 


him capable of participating in the fatigue of govern- 


— 


ſaw between themſelves and the king, a prince labori- 


ment; and by the advice of madame de Maintenon, 
who began to be diſpleaſed with the aſcendency of 
the miniſters over the king, he ſuddenly took a re- 
ſolution to relieve himſelf by the Dauphin. In 
effect, theſe deſpots then enjoyed ſupreme power, 
and reigned abſolute under the name of the king, 
to which they dared ſometimes to ſubſtitute their 
own. Nothing could refiſt them. They attributed 
to themſelves-the right of doing and undoing, of raiſ- 
ing and abaſing, of diſtributing puniſhments* and re- 
wards, as they pleaſed; and of concluding every thing 
in this ſingle phraſe; It is the king's will.” They 
had nothing to fear, either from one another, becauſe 
they colluded together, and each kept himſelf within 
bis own department; or from the courtiers in moſt 
eſteem, becauſe all would have joined to make of 
ſuch imprudent perſons victims which might intimi- 
date others. Conſequently they were at full liberty to 


 fay, to conceal, and to repreſent affairs to the mo- 


narch according to their views. Thus they were ac- 
tually kings, and almoſt kings in repreſentation, by 
their train and pageantry. One morning when they 
did not expect it, the king ordered them to go and 
tranſact buſineſs at the Dauphin's, whenever he ſnould 
call them. This quite thunderſtruck them. They 


ous 
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tiſan plus ſoutenue. Ces attentions eurent leur 8 
le grand -pere devint pere, et père e avec ſon 
petit- . ; bo = 


Took XIV, -apres avoir. Eprouve quelque temps le 
duc de Bourgogne, fut charme de trouver en lui 
un Prince que ſa maturite et ſes lumieres rendoient 
propre a le ſoulager de la fatigue du gouvernement; 
et d'apres le conſeil de madame de Maintenon, à qui 
Faſcendant que prenoient les miniſtres commengoit 
à deplaire, il prit tout d'un coup la reſolution de ſe 
decharger ſur le Dauphin. En effet, ces deſpotes 
jouiſſoient alors de la ſupreme. puiſſance, et. re- 
gnoient ſouverainement ſous le nom du roi, auquel 
ils oſoient mEme quelquefois ſubſtituer le leur. 
Rien ne leur reſiſtoit; ils $'etoient attribué le 
droit de faire et de defaire, d'elever et d'abattre, de 
diſtribuer 3 a leur gre les chatimens et les recompenſes, 
et de tout terminer par ce ſeul mot: Le roi le vent.” 


Ils n'avoient rien a craindre, ni les uns des autres, 


parce qu'ils s'entendoient et ſe renfermoient chacun 


dans leur departement; ; ni des courtiſans les plus 


accredites, parce que tous ſe. ſeroient reunis pour 
faire de ces téméraires des victimes propres à inti- 
mider. Par conſequent ils Etoient en pleine liberté 
de dire, taire ou tourner les choſes au monarque 
comme il leur convenoit.  Par-Ia ils etoient rois en 
effet, et preſque rois de raren par leur 
train et leur faſte. Un matin qu'ils ne s'y attendoi- 


ent pas, le roi leur ordonna d'aller travailler chez 


le Dauphin, toutes les fois qu'il les appelleroit. Ce 
fut pour eux un coup de foudre. Ils voyoient entre 


le roi et eux un prince laborieux et applique,. d'un 
eſprit 


7 


A 
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ous and attentive, of a juſt mind, a fine diſcernment, 
good and indulgent, but who loved order, who knew 
their buſineſs as well as they, who feared not to give 
bimſelf trouble in order to diſentangle the involved 
affairs, and to dive to the bottom of thoſe that re- 
quired attention. They knew that he was not ſatisfied 
with words ; that he abſolutely liked goodneſs for the 
; Hake of virtue, that he weighed every thing in the 
| ſcales of his own conſcience, that he was on guard 
againſt ſurpriſes, inquiſitive, of eaſy acceſs, eager to 
open every channel through which truth . flow 
to him. 

The miniſters could conceal ates, their Cawriſe 
nor chagrin; but the king had explained himſelf ſo 
poſitively, that they had no other ſtep to take, but to 
bend their ſhoulders, till then ſtiff as iron. They all 
went then, with aſpects of guilt, to proteſt to the Dau- 
phin a forced obedience, and a feigned joy. The prince 
had no trouble to diſcover this, which they endea- 
voured to hide. He, nevertheleſs, received them with 
an air of goodneſs, and appointed them the moſt con- 

venient and the moſt proper hours for quick diſpatch. 
From that time he impoſed upon himſelf a rule and an 
affiduity that nothing afterwards could interrupt. 

The Dauphin was near thirty when he began this 
career, which was ſhort but uſefully filled, He then 
redoubled his application to improve himſelf, baniſhed 
every amuſement of ſcience, and divided the time 
ſpent in his ſtudy, between his duties of religion which 
he abridged, and thoſe of government which he mul- 
tiplied. Outwardly he. was ſeen to be attentive to 
render himſelf amiable, to hold himſelf in ſubmiſ- 
ſion to the marks of eſteem his grandfather beſtow- 


ad * 5 which he returned only” by a modera- 
| tion, 
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efprit juſte, d'un diſcernement fin; bon et 4ndalgent;, 
mais qui aimoit Pordre, qui ſavoit leur partie auſſi 
bien qu'cux, qui ne craignoit pas de ſe'donner de 
la peine pour demeler les affaires embrowillees, pour 
approfondir celles qui avoient beſoin d' etre etudites. 
Us favoient qu'il ne ſe payoit point de paroles, 
qu'il vouloit determinement le bien pour le bien, 
qu'il peſoit tout au poids de fa conſcience, qu'il 
Etoit en garde contre les ſurpriſes, curieux, d'un 
acces" facile, empreſſẽ d'ouvrir tous les canaux par 
leſquels la vérité pouvoit couler juſqu'à lui. 

Les miniſtres ne purent cacher ni leur ſurpriſe, 
ni leur decdncertement { mais le 'toi s'etoit explique ſi 
poſitivement qu'ils n'eurent d' autre parti à ptendre, 
que de plier leurs ẽpaules roidies juſqu' alors & la 
' conffiſtance du fer. Tis allèrent donc tous, d'un air 
de condamnés, proteſter au Dauphin une obéiſſanee 
forese, et une jole feinte. Le prince h'eut pas de 
peine à devinet ce quiils 8. 'efforgoient de cacher. 
II les regut ntanmoins avec un air de bonts, et 
leur donna les heures les plus eommodes et les plus 
propres à une prompte expedition.” Des ce moment 
1 s impoſa une 'regle et une WINE ptr 115 
ner dans la fuite. . e 

Le Dauphin avoit pres Fu trente ant. quand il 
commenęa cette earrière, qui fut courte, mais utile- 
ment remꝑlie. II redoubla alors d' application à Sins 


. Arvire, bannit tout amuſement de ſcience, et partagea 


le temps dans fön cabinet, entre ſes de voirs de 104 
ligion qu'il abrégea, et ceux du gouvernement qu'il 
multiplia. Au dehors, on le trquvoit attentif & ſe 
montrer ſenſible aux marques Er eee Aue lat 
donnoit ſon gratid pere, aua quelles 11 ue repondoit 
Vol, II. 5 a n e que 
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tion, through which not the leaſt deſire of exalting 
himſelf could be perceived. No complacency towards 
himſelf ;- not the ſlighteſt preſumption ; but reſerved 
and impenetrable; his moſt entire confidence was 
ever reftrained within due bounds, His manner of ſtu- 
dying men was by obſerving them in their actions, 
in their words, and even in their filence, He was 
rather free upon general ſubjects, but cloſe upon 
particular. Did he wiſh to know any one to the 
bottom who was propoſed to him for employment, 
to judge of his talents and capacity, he entered into 
converſation with him, upon ſo, many ſubjects, both of 
perſons and things, that it was very difficult for him 
to diſguiſe himſelf, It was in vain to precompoſe 
queſtions and prepare anſwers, he routed all by his 
parentheſes, which were ſometimes his principal end, 
Che returned to his ſubject, rambled ſrom it again. 
paſſed from gra ve to pleaſant, in ſuch a manner, that 
one could ſcarcely tell whether he wiſhed to inſtruct 
or amuſe himſelf, Even the vacancy. of walks he 
improved to profit. He pleaſed himſelf with making 
thoſe who ſurrounded him talk: war, navigation, 
forti fications, intereſts of princes, points of hiſtory, 
commerce, induſtry, he made a thouſand things paſs 
in review, but a thouſand uſeful things. This was al- 
moſt all his recreation; for after having been exceed- 
ingly fond of playing deep, and-of the pleaſures of the 
table; he moderated both, and to loſe no time he ſtole 
himſelf, as much as he could, from public ſhews, and 
amuſements that were not neceſſary to his rank. 
Such was the prince whom unfortunately providence 
W ſhewed to mankind. The French idolized him 
before - hand; they ' reſted on him their moſt flatter- 
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que par une moderation, qui ne laiffoit point percer 
le moindre deſir de s' lever davantage. Nulle com- 
plaiſance en lui-meme ; pas la plus légère prẽſomp- 
tion; d'un ſecret impenetrable; ſa confiance, mẽme 
la plus entière, n'alloit jamais juſqu'à l'abandon. 
Sa manière d'étudier les hommes étoit de les épier 
dans leurs actions, dans leurs paroles, et juſques dans 
leur ſilence. Sur les choſes generales il ſe livroit; 
Il ſe retenoit ſur les particulières. Vouloit- il con- 
notre à fond quelqu'un qu'on lui propoſoit dem- 
ployer, juger de ſes talens et de ſa capacité? II 
engageoit avec lui une converſation, et le prome- 
noit ſur tant de matières, de gens et de faits, qu'il 
101 Etoit' bien difficile de ſe deguiſer. © En vain au- 
roit- on prevu les queſtions, et prẽparé les rEponſes, 
it vous deroutoit par ſes parentheſes, et \Etoient 
quelquefois fon but principal, revenoit - à ſon fujet, 
ven, Ecartoit, paſſoit du ſẽrieux au plaiſant ; de ſorte 
4a 'on ne ſavoit, en le quittant, s'il avoĩt voulu sin- 
ſtruire ou s'amuſer. Le vide meme des promenades, 
i e mettoit à profit. II ſe plaiſoit à y faire parler 
ceux qui Venvironnoient; guerre, marine, fortifica- 
tions, intéréts des princes, points d'hiſtoire, com- 
merce, induftrie,' il faiſoit paſſer mille choſes en 
revue, et mille choſes utiles. C' ẽtoit- la preſque toute 
ſa recreation; car api&s avoir beaucoup aimé le gros 
jeu et la table, il modéra l'un et autre; et pour ne 
point perdre de temps, il ſe deroboit le plus qu'il | 
pouvoit aux ſpeQacles, et aux autres amuſemens gut 
n'ẽtoient pas de neceflite pour fon rang. | 
Tel etoit le prince que, malheureuſement, la pro- 
vidence ne fit que montrer aux humains. Les Fran- 
cois en faiſoient d'avance leur idole; ils fondoient 
far lui leurs plus cheres eſperances, lorſque tout a 
5 N 2 coup 


274 LEWIS' XIV. Crap, XXXIV. 


ing hopes; when ſuddenly an inexorable fate, jea- 
lous of the happineſs of France, cut off, as af 
be fore been ſaid, ſo precious a life. #4 
_ The ſentiments of this prince, his maxims of go- 
vernment, his views of e could N | 
| 8 the regret of lofing him. way 
He was very devout ; ſo that it was a, 10 err 
over à cheriſhed prejudice to reſolve, as he did, 
not to prefer piety to talents for embaſſies, the func- 
tion of judges, and other important employments ; 
being at laſt perſuaded that even without devotion a 
man may be proper for many things; and beſides that 
giving too generally the preference to an outward ſhew 
of religion, would be running oF: riſk of maling 
many hypocrites... 

He loudly exclaimed nid the vices 155 the bar ; the 
multitude of petty-foggers of the law; the enormous 
coſts of juſtice; the ruinous prolongation. of Judicial 
proceſſes ; and all thoſe abuſes often cauſed emotions of 
e in him, which he could not overcome. 

"Jie to the impoſts and eFceſive number of collectors 
of every kind, he thouglſt to have diſcovered a remedy 
for this calamity in the regimen of the Pays d Etats, 
where he ſaw the people more happy than in the other 
provinces. Thus he propoſed to divide the kingdom 
into parts nearly equal, to confide' the adminiftration 
of each to its owt proper members, and of theſe af- 
ſemblies to fort, according to neceſſity, "the" States- 
general. Far ffbm fearing them as à body that might 
be dangerous, he delighted himſelf before - hand in the 
idea of being there, as in the boſom of his people, 
ſurrounded by faithful and enlightened ſubjects, who 
by their ſalutary advice would concur with him in 
the e of the e 


1 
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coup une parque inexorable, jalouſe du bonheur 
de la ee ee comme "WP Va 5 vu, en 
ſi precieux, 


Les ſentimens de ce prince, * e OP gou- 


vernement, ſes vues d' adminiſtration ne reren 
| qu 'augmenter le regret de le perdre. 


II Etoit tres-devot; ainſi ce fut une viftoire. reelle 
clit un 1 prejugs cheEri, que la reſolution qu'il prit de 
ne point preferer la pictE aux talens pour les am- 


baflades, les fonctions de juges, et autres emplois 


importans; perſuade qu'il fut à la fin, que meme 


| fans dEyotion on peut Ctre. propre à bien des choſes ; 

et que d'ailleurs, donner trop gEneralement la prẽfẽ- 

rence aux demonſtrations de religion, ce ſeroit courir 
le riſque de faire beaucoup d'hypocrites. 


n gemiſſoit hautement des vices du Barreau, de la 


multitude des ſuppts. de la chicane, de Venormite des 


frais c de juſtice, de la prolongation ruineuſe des pro- 
ces ; et tous ces abus lui cauſoient ſouvent des mou- 


keen d'impatience dont I n' toit pas maĩtre. 


Quant aux impòts et au nombre exceſſif des colletꝰ 
burt en tout genre, il croyoit avoir trouvẽ un remede 
à cette calamits, dans le regime des Pays-d'Etats, ou 
| ul voyoit les peuples plus heureux que dans les autres 
provinces. Il ſe propoſoit done de partager le royaume 


en parties à peu pres Egales, de faire adminiſtrer cha- 


cune par ſes propres membres, et de ces aſſemblees 


en former, ſelon le beſoin, des Etatg*generaux. Loin 


de les craindre comme un corps qui pouvoit ctre dan- 
gereux, il ſe complaiſoit d'avance dans FVidee d'y Etre, 85 


comme au ſein de la nation, entoure de ſujets fideles 


et eclaires, qui par leurs avis ſages dangontrolent avee 


[ui au e du royaume. 


fo | 
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In order to excite emulation among the Nobility, 
he wiſhed there had been more gradations,' that is to 
fay, intermediate titles between thoſe of baron and 
marquis to that of duke; that from one to the other, 

&y ſhould be acquired by ſome great action, or by the 
continuance of ſervice, and never be uſurped with im- 


punity. He wiſhed that the croſs of St. Louis might be 


leſs hviſhed, and the order of St. Michael revived; 


that viſible marks ſhould be effabliſhed' to diſtinguiſh 


each title, which ſhould have been for life, —never' he- 
reditary : fo that the ſon of a duke ſhould be only a 
mere gentleman, and ſhould have been raiſed only 
through merited promotions, to the e, which 
his father enjoyed. ll 

With regard to his court, he anticipated the plea- 


[ ſure of being ſurrounded by noblemen of atknow- 


jedged probity and valour ; on whom ſhould de con- 
ferred, only for life, the titles of the ancierit offices in 
the kingdom. He defired that the honor of fapprosch- | 

ing the]perſon of the king mould be held by a Prench- | 
an as a reward, and thi here ſhould Be no other 


 Wraificariow or penſiong g ited, * than thôſe which 


were abſolutely neceffary !' the furplus being only fit to 
excite cupidity, and fometit the Tore" of luxury. He 
ſhewed binn averſe 5 making his greatneſs confſiſt 
i ids ub hh 222 200 
thefe preſetes er me Dauschin originated from 
a principle which then paſſed for the moſt dreadful 
blaſphemy, and to which the courtiers of the preſent 


| day « cannot yet be familiarized: That kings are made 


for their people, and not the people for their kings: 
A great and ſacred truth, which he dated to maintain, 
Deven in the of Lewis XIV. . 
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Pour mettre plus d' mulation dans la Nobleſſe, il 
auroit voulu qu'il Y eũt eu plus de gradations, C eſt- 
a-dire, des titres intermediaires entre ceux de baron 


et de marquis .juſqu'a celui de duc; que l'on montat | 


| de Pun a l'autre par quelque belle action, ou par la 
continuite du ſervice; et qu'on ne les uſurpat point 
impunément. II vouloit que la croix de Saint-Louis 


füt moins prodiguee, qu'on relevat l'ordre de Saint- 
Michel; et qu'il at ẽtabli des marques vifibles, pour 


diſtinguer chaque titre, qui auroit &e a vie et jamais 
hereditaire ; de ſorte que le fils d'un duc n'auroit ẽtéẽ 
que ſimple gentil⸗ homme, et ne ſeroit montẽ que par 


des promotion méritées, aux ge dont ſon pere 


jouiſſoit. 


„ 8 
Quant a fa. cour, il fe faifoit un plaiſir d'y Etre 


environné par des ſeigneurs d'une probité et d'une 
valeur reconnues, auxquels on auroit confere, ſeulement 
a vie, les titres des anciennes charges du royaume, II 


dẽſiroĩt que Yhonneur d' approcher de la perſonne de 
ſon, roi, tint lieu à un Frangois de recompenſe, et 
qu'il n'y eũt de gratifications et de penſions, que ce 
qui. ſeroit abſolunent nèceſſaire; le ſurplus, n'etant © 


propre qu'à aiguiſer la cupidite, et a fomenter Vamour 

du luxe. Lui- meme ſe montroit fort Eloigne de faire 

conſiſter ſa grandeur dans la pompe. | 
Tous ces projets du Dauphin partoient d'un prin- 


cipe, qui paſſoit alors pour le plus affreux blaſpheme, 
et avec lequel les courtiſans de nos jours ne ſauroient 


encore ſe familiariſer: C' que les rois ſont faits pour 
lis peuples, et non pas les peuples pour les rois: Grande 


et ſainte verite, qu'il oſoit ſoutenir, — en preſence. 


meme de Louis XIV. 
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